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Copy of a Letter from Governor Ber- 
nard to the Earl of H uſborough, 


dated Boſton, {Vov. 1, 1768. 
My Lord, 
NOW proceed to conclude my narra- 
I tive of my endeavours to get quarters 
for the King's troops until J found my- 
ſelf at the end of my ſtring, and could do 
nothing more. | 
On Saturday, October 15, General Gage 
arrived here with his officers to look to the 
quartering the Troops himſelf. On Monday 
I called a Council in the morning, and in- 
troduced the General, He told them that he 
was reſolved to quarter the two regiments 
now here, in town, and demanded quarters; 
and that he ſhould reſerve the Barracks at 
the Caſtle for the Iriſh regiments or ſuch 


part of them as they would contain; which 


B has 


TH 


has ſince been determined to be only one te- 
giment. After the General had left the 
Board, I fat at it until eight o'clock at night; 
two hours after dinner time excepted. The 
whole was a ſcene of perverſion, to avoid 
their doing any thing towards quartering the 
troops, unworthy of ſuch a body. In the 
courſe of the queſtions I put to them, they 
denied that they knew of any building be= 
longing to the province in the town of Boſ- 
ton that was proper to be fitted up for bar- 
racks; and they denied that the Manufacs 
tory Houſe was ſuch a building, This was 
ſo notoriouſly contrary to truth, that ſome 
gentlemen exprefle>+ their concern that it 
ſhould remain upon the minutes ; and to in- 
duce me to conſent to its being expunged, a 
motion was made in writing that the Gover- 
nor be deſired to order the Manufactory Houſe 
to be cleared of its preſent inhabitants, that 
it might be fitted up for the reception of ſuch 
| part of the two Iriſh regiments as could not 
| be accommodated at the Caſtle Barracks. 
| This was violently oppoſed, but was carried 
il in the affirmative 6 to 5: Upon this I or- 
| dered the former anſwers to be expunged. 
4 This Reſolution amounting to an aſſignment 
of the Caſtle Barracks for % Iriſh regiments, 
effectually put an end to the objection before 
made that no quarters were due in town 
until the Caſtle Barracks were fled. _ 
The next thing to be done was to clear the 
. Manufactory-Houſe, the preventing of which 
Was 


(8 
was a great object of the Sons of Liberty. 
For this purpoſe, about ſix or ſeven weeks 
before, — the report of troops coming 
here was firſt confirmed, all kinds of people 
were thruſt into this building; and the 
Workhouſe itielf was opened, and the people 
confined there were permitted to go into the 
Manufactory-Houſe. This was admitted to 
be true in Council by one of the Board who 
is an Overſeer of the Poor and a Principal 
therein. And after the Order of Council was 
' known, ſeveral of the Chiefs of the Faction 
went into the Manufactory-Houſe, adviſed 
the people there to hoop poſſeſſion againſt the 
Governor's order, and promiſed them ſup- 
port. And when ſome of them fignified 
their intention to quit the houſe, they were 
told that if they quit the houſe they muſt 
uit the town, for they would be killed if 
J had the advice of the beſt Lawyers that 
according to the law and uſage of this coun- 
try, the owners of an houſe occupied by te- 
nants at ſufferance, or , poſſeſſors, 
might enter by any means they could and turn 
them out of poſſeſſion without bringing an 
action. It was alſo certain that the Governor 
and Council, when the Aſſembly was not ſit- 
ting, were perfect owners of the eſtates be- 
longing to the province, except for alienation, 
Upon theſe two principles I appointed the 
ſheriff and two of his deputies bailiffs of the 
Governor and Council for the purpoſe of re- 
B 2 moving 
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moving the people out of the Manufactory- 
Houſe. The ſheriff was refuſed admittance; 
upon which the Chief Juſtice went with him 
and adviſed them to give up the houſe ; he 
was anſwered that they had the opinion of the 
| beſt Lawyer in the province to keep poſſeſ- 
fion. Upon a third attempt the ſheriff find- 
ing a window open, entered ; upon which 
the people gathered about him and ſhut him 
up; he then made a ſignal to an officer with- 
out, who brought a party of ſoldiers, who 
took poſſeſſion of the yard of the building 
and relieved the ſheriff from his confinement. 
— This occaſioned a great mob to aſſemble 
with ſome of the chieſs of the faction; they 
were very abuſive againſt the ſoldiers, but no 
miſchief was done. They kept the houſe 
blockaded all that day, and beſt part of- the 
next day. When ſome of the Council decla- 
ring that it was not intended to uſe force, 
although they knew it could not be done 
without, and the building not being imme- 
diately wanted, the ſoldiers were withdrawn 
on the evening of the ſecond day. Thus the 
building belonging to the Government, and 
aſſigned by the Governor and Council for his 
Majeſty's uſe, is kept filled with the outcaſt 
of the workhouſe and the ſcum of the town 
to prevent its being uſed for the accommoda- 
tion of the King's troops. After this was 
over there was nothing more to be done with 
the Council until the ſoldiers were billeted in 
the public houſes as far as they would go. 


This 


| 8 1 
This we knew would never be done; but it 
muſt be attempted ; and the Council left this 
buſineſs to me alone without offering their 
aſſiſtance, which in other caſes has been uſual. 
Indeed Idid not aſk them, as Idid not think the 
buſineſs would be forwarded by my aſſociating 
them. I therefore ſummoned all the acting 


juſtices to meet me in the Council. Twelve 


of them appeared; I acquainted them that 
the General demanded quarters for the two 
regiments, according to the act of Parliament. 
They deſired to take it into conſideration a- 
mong themſelves. I conſented, and we part- 
ed. Two juſtices, two days after this, at- 
tended me with an anſwer in writing, where- 
by the whole body refuſed to billet the ſoldiers. 
But theſe gentlemen informing me that the 
Juſtices had been much influenced by the ar- 
gument that the barracks at the Caſtle ought 
to have been firſt filled, &c. I ſhewed them 
the minutes of the Council whereby the bar- 
racks at the Caſtle were aſſigned to the Iriſh 
regiments, and they muſt be conſidered as 
full. This was quite new to them, the Coun- 
cil themſelves having overlooked the effect of 
their vote. I gave them a copy of this vote, 
and returned the anſwer, deſiring them to re- 
conſider it. Three days after the ſame gen- 
tlemen informed me that they had reſolved 
againſt billeting the ſoldiers, but could not 
agree upon the reaſons to be aſſigned for re- 
fuſing it; but the next day they gave me an 
anſwer in writing, (a copy of which is here 

incloſed) 


680 
incloſed) ſigned by eight of the juſtices; two 
others were againſt billeting, and gave other 
reaſons for their refuſal; two others were for 
billeting, but declined acting by themſelves 
after ſo large a majority of the whole body 
had declared for the contrary opinion. 
To ſhew the futility of theſe pretences, I 
muſt obſerve that the act directs the billeting 
to be by conſtables, tything- men, magiſtratesz 
and other civil officers, and in their default or 
abſence by any one juſtice of the peace. The 
uſual conſtruction of this act has been that 
magiſtrates ſhould grant the billets, and con- 
ſtables deliver them; and the latter being 
miniſterial cannot grant billets without a ma- 
giſtrate or juſtice ordering them; by magiſ- 
trates have been always underſtood the ma- 
giſtrates of corporations, and where a town 
is not a corporation, the juſtices are the only 
magiſtrates who are applied to in England, 
and they deliver the billets to the conſtables, 
who ſerve them upon the public houſes. 
Now in this town of Boſton there are no per- 
ſons who come under the denominations but 
juſtices and conſtables. As to the ſelect- men 
to whom the juſtices are ſuppoſed to refer, 
they have been declared by themſelves, by 
the Council, and by the Governor, to be 
neither magiſtrates, nor civil officers; and they 
certainly are not, for they can neither grant 
nor execute a. warrant. This I explained 
fully to the juſtices before they gave their 
final anſwer ; but to no purpoſe ; they being 
determined 


(9) 
determined to refuſe at all events. Thus we 
have an act of Parliament which is become a 
Hou favourite; for with the comments it has 
ived here, it is become in fact an act to 
prevent his Majeſty's troops being quartered 
in the town of Boſton, Immediately after I 
held a Council, and informed the Board of 
the refuſal of the juſtices to billet the ſoldiers. 
I faid that I was now at the end of my tether 
for as they had declared before, that they 
would adhere to the act of Parliament, and 
had refuſed to act in that liberal way which I 
thought was their duty when the King's neceſ- 
fary ſervice was obſtructed, I could propoſe 
nothing further to them. For I foreſaw that 
if I propoſed to hire and fit up houſes, &c. for 
the troops, they would anſwer that it did not 
become their buſineſs till the public houſes 
were full. But if any gentleman thought it 
was to any purpoſe to put ſuch a queſtion, T 
was ready to do it: this was declined by fi- 
lence. I then informed them that by reaſon 
of this general refuſal of quarters, the General 
found himſelf obliged to hire and fit up 
Houſes at the expence of the Crown for the 
reception of the troops, who now (Oct. 26.) 
eſpecially they who were encamped, began to 
feel the want of warm quarters, and as he 
thought the expence would ultimately fall up- 
on the province, he deſired that I would ap- 
point a commiſſary to join with and aſſiſt his 
officers in providing ſuch houſes, eſpecially 
with regard to the œconomy of the expence. 
i | I therefore 


' 
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1 
1 therefore FT. their advice and aſſiſtanct 
in making ſuch appointment. This, after a 


long debate, was refuſed, they ſaying that if 


they ſhould join in ſuch appointment, it would 
be —— that the province ought to be 
charged with the expence; and I could 
— auditors to examine the accounts 
without them. I therefore put an end to this 
buſineſs, having been employed in it from 
Sept. 19th to Oct. 26th, in all 38 days, with- 
out any n of doing any thing to pur- 
poſe, but under an obligation of trying every 
effort before I gave it up. 

During this time the General, who fore- 
ſaw how this negociation would end, had em- 
ployed his officers to hire and fit up houſes 
for the troops; ſo that by the time I had re- 
ceived the definitive refuſal, compleat quar- 
ters were provided for all the troops. But 
now another difficulty aroſe ; if the ſoldiers 
ſhould be put into barracks, though provided 
by the Crown, without the intervention of a 
magiſtrate, the military officers who placed 
them there, would be chargeable with taking 
upon them to quarter ſoldiers otherwiſe than 
by this act, and being convicted of it by two 
. of peace would be caſhiered ipſo facto. 


This clauſe was depended upon to oblige the 
ſoldiers to quit the town after they had found 
it impracticable to get quarters according to 


the act of Parliament, and was part of the ori- 
ginal plan which I mentioned to your Lord- 


that 


5 
that the juſtices who had refuſed to billet the 
ſoldiers would place them in other quarters: 
for that would be to contradict themſelves, 
I therefore took upon mylelf to remove that 
difficulty, and by a commiſſion, wherein I 
received his Majeſty's command to me to take 
every neceſſary ſtep for the accommodation 


of the ſaid troops, and the ſeveral means by 


which the execution of the act for providing 


quarters for the troops was defeated, and the 


obligation I was thereby put under to provide 
quarters for the troops in the beſt manner F 
could, I authorized a perſon therein named, 
to place the ſaid two regiments in ſuch build- 


ings and houſes as could be procured at the 


expence of the Crown with the conſent of 
the owners. Thus has ended the buſineſs of 
quartering the two regiments. As for provi- 
fon for them at Boſton, according to the act 
of parliament, I have already ſhewn how the 
order of Council for that purpoſe was annulled 
and avoided in the origination of it. Provi- 
fion has been made at Caſtle William by an 
order of Council being made, that the pro- 
vincial commiſſary ſhould take care of it. 
But they have refuſed to make ſuch an order 
for the troops at Boſton ; and therefore it is 
not done nor like to be done. Eel ei 
I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble 


ſervant, | FRA. BERNARD. 
The Right Honourable 
The Earl of Hillſborough. 


January 27, 1769. 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to 
the Earl of Hillſborough, dated Bofton, 
November 5, 1768. | 


My LoRD, 
W HEN I received your Lordſhip's letter, 


No. 16, I immediately communicated it 
to the Lieutenant Governor; and we both 
agreed in opinion, that it could not be adviſ- 
able to lay before the Council any part of it, 
except what related to the providing for the 
troops, until the troops were got into quar- 
ters: as we foreſaw that the buſineſs of quar- 
tering the troops would occaſion a good deal 
of trouble, and poſſibly ſome commotion, and 
it would not be adviſeable to bring on too 
much buſineſs at once; at leaſt until the town 
was a little ſettled. This buſineſs of quarter- 
ing, your Lordſhip will obſerve, kept me em- 
ployed till October 26th, on which day I had 
ſummoned a general Council. On this day 
I had nineteen councellors, that is all but 
three: I therefore choſe this time to commu- 
nicate the other part of your Lordſhip's let- 


ter, except what relates to the calling the 


aſſembly, which I had reſerved untill I had 
received further orders about it. I made this 
communication by an extract, which after it 
was read ] left in the Secretary's hands, that 
the gentlemen might peruſe it at their leiſure: 
I cau- 


( 13 ) 

T cautioned the Secretary againſt ſuffering a 
copy to be taken, but did not reſtrain him 
from permitting it being read. I alſo gave 
another copy of the ſame extract to the firſt 
Commiſſioner of the Cuſtoms, engaging him 
to keep it in his own hands, and not let a 
copy be taken. 

Immediately after I had an occafion to 
move a matter that would ſhew their diſpo- 
ſition to pay a proper regard to his Majeſty's 
commands. The Commiſſioners had wrote 
to me, deſiring that I would take the advice 
of Council whether they might return to 
town, and reaſſume their functions, with 
ſafety to themſelves and officers. I commu- 
nicated this letter to the Council, and put 
the queſtion to them. This was very em- 
barraſſing: If they anſwered Yea, they would 
be chargeable with adviſing the return of the 
Commiſſioners: If they ſaid No, they would 
contradict all their aſſertions, that there was 
no occaſion for troops to ſupport the ci- 
vil power. They therefore, for above two 
hours together, uſed all kinds of evaſions to 
avoid giving an anſwer. I was told that they 
were not obliged to give opinions: I an- 
ſwered, that they were obliged to give ad- 
vice; and the queſtion was put, whether they 
would adviſe me to aſſure the Commiſſioners 
that they might return with ſafety. At laſt 
I was obliged to tell them, that if they would 
not give me an anſwer, I would take their 
refuſal for an anſwer in the negative: for if 

C'2 they 


( 14 ) 
they could anſwer in the affirmative, no rea- 
ſon could be ſuppoſed, why they ſhould not 
give an anſwer ; and if they could not anſwer 
in the affirmative, they muſt recancile it with 
their public declarations of the loyalty and 
peaceableneſs of the town as well as they 
could. At length I got an anſwer, twelve 
anſwering in the affirmative, five declining 
anſwering becauſe they lived out of town, and 
two giving written anſwers, condemning the 
commiſſioners for going out of the town, and 
therefore refuſing advice about their return, 
but concluding that all perſons would be 
ſafe, In this. council I ſat from eleyen to 
nine, two intermediate hours excepted ; and 
all the bufineſs might have been very well 
done in an hour or two by practicable men, 
Before this Council met, I had been in- 
formed that ſome of the Board had been pre- 
paring an addreſs to the General, to remove 
the troops from hence, that at this meeting 
they might get a great number of hands to it, 
When the CER, broke up, I heard ſome of 
them making an appointment to meet there 
the next morning. I told them that I under- 
ſtood that they were going on with buſineſs 
as a Council ſeparately from me; but I cau- 
tioned them againſt proceeding. It was an- 
ſwered that they ſhould not act as a Council 
but as private gentlemen, I then deſired that 
they would not give their meetings the ap- 
pearance of a Council, by holding them in 
the Council Chamber, They met the next 


day 


. . | 
day and ſettled the addreſs, which was ver 
much ſoftened from the firſt draught, which 
Iam told was much more virulent againſt the 
commiſſioners. It was ſigned by fifteen of 
the Council, among whom were the five who 
knew not enough of the town to vote for the 
ſafety of the commiſſioners. returning, but 
knew enough to join in an invective againſt 
them; four refuſed to ſign, It was then 
preſented to the General, who obſerved to 
them, that the reſolves of the Town-meet- 
ing were a ſufhcient cauſe for ſending troops 
here, though there had been no riots : It was 
anſwered that they were the productions of a 
few imprudent wrong-headed men. The Ge- 
neral replied, that they were ſaid to be anani- 
mouſly reſolved, in a full Town- meeting. The 
next Monday it appeared in all the public 
papers, from whence I ſend your Lordſhip 
the incloſed copy. K 
I ſhall make but few obſervations on the 
writing, the intent of it being plain enough, 
---I. It is well known to your Lordſhip that 
this kind of writings is deſigned for the peo- 
ple, and not for the perſons to whom they 
are addreſſed, This is notorious in the pre- 
. ſent caſe ; the gentlemen who moved this 
| buſineſs knew very well that the General 
could not move the troops from this town, if 
he could have been diſpoſed to do it; becauſe 
they were ſent hither by order of his Majeſty, 
and not placed here by the diſcretion of the 
General. The General himſelf had told them 
ſo, 


( 16 ) 
ſo, and I had repeated it to them again and 
again to induce them to aſſiſt the quartering. 
As therefore they could not expect the troops 
would be withdrawn, we muſt look for ano- 
ther purpoſe of this addreſs; and it appears to 


be, as indeed it is, the principal ſubject of it, 
the abuſe of the commiſſioners.— 2. This 
Was ſurely very ill timed: the very day after 
they had been made acquainted with his Ma- 
Jeſty's command and expectation that the com- 
miſſioners ſhould return to Boſton and reſume 
their function, and would return without re- 
ſiſtance and with ſafety, to publiſh a mani- 
feſto againſt them, which as it had nothing 
new in it, could only ſerve to revive the po- 
pular prejudices againſt them, and thereby 
encourage reſiſtance, and make their ſafety 
precarious, is unaccountable in men of this 
rank, and inconſiſtent with their public pro- 
feſhons of their regard for the King's ſervice. 
---3. This is alſo very unreaſonable, it being 
the day after the commiſſioners had ſignified 
their apprehenſions of danger in returning to 
Boſton, and defired the advice of the Council 
concerning it, and the Council had given their 
opinion, that they might return with ſafety. 
For theſe Councellors, who had one day en- 
couraged their coming to town, the very next 
day to iſſue a writing under their hands, hold- 
ing them forth to the people as men whoſe 
avarice having ſmothered in their breaſts every 
ſentiment of humanity towards this province, 


has impelled them to oppreſs it to the _— 
- 0 


(FT 
of their power,” is utterly irreconcileable 
with my 1deas of truth, juſtice and humanity, 
and ſhocks me the more, as I know that the 
wives of two of the commiſſioners, who have 
young children, did not want to have their 
fears increaſed by this publication. 

It would have been unaccountable how fo 
many perſons of ſo reſpectable a tation, and 
many of them of a reſpectable character, 
could join in ſigning ſuch a paper, if we did 
not conſider that in public and popular pro- 
ceedings the leaders are few, and the fol- 
lowers many ; and that people called upon to 
ſign papers frequently act without conſidera- 
tion, and ſometimes againſt their judgment. 
And the virulence with which the commiſ- 
ſioners have been treated, ſeems to be too vio- 
lent to be the effect of public zeal only, with- 
out the interference of private animoſity, 
which, at preſent, I cannot take upon me to 
account for, I can only condemn and lament 
ſuch proceedings in a body for which I have 
always had and ſtill retain a great regard. 

I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble 


ſervant, FRA. BERNARD. 
The Right Honourable 
The Earf of Hillſborough. 


January 27, 1769. 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard 20 
the Earl of Hillſborough, dated E 
November 12, 1768. 


My LoRD, 


FTER I had cormmiinicated you 
Lordſhip's letter to the Council, I con- 
ſidered that ſome farther notification of it 
would be neceſſary in regard to what related 
to the preſervation of the peace and the pro- 
tection of the officers of the revenue, eſpe- 
cially as the commiſſioners had fixed upon 
this week for their return to Boſton. A pro- 
clamation was not thought proper, as the bu- 
{ineſs was in a manner confined to the town 
of Boſton. I therefore thought of a letter 
from myſelf to the juſtices of Boſton, and ac- 
cordingly drew one up, wherein I recited ſuch 
part of your Lordſhip's letter as related to 
them, and their buſineſs, and thereto added 
1 injunctions and admonitions of my own, I 
| communicated this to the Council laſt Wed- 
1 neſday, propoling, if it had their approba- 
1 tion, to call the juſtices together, and deliver 


5 it to them by word of mouth, and then give 
| | them copies of it, But though no exceptions 
were taken to particulars, the whole was ob- 
jected to ſtrongly for this reaſon; that if they 
were to conſent to this letter they ſhould ap- 
pear to approve of the cenſures your L 
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has paſſed upon the town, which they would 
not admit it had deſerved. I told them that 
I would not enter into an argument which 
might tend to impeach the truth or juſtice of 


your Lordſhip's letter, but I obſerved, that 


both of them were very defenſible, being 
founded upon notorious facts, which could 
not be denied or doubted. 

I then propoſed another method of inform- 
ing the juſtices ; which was to call the juſ- 
tices together, and after reading ſuch part of 
your Lordſhip's letter as related to their bu- 
ſineſs, to give them a general admonition con- 
cerning their future conduct. This was ob- 
jected to, for that an admonition implied a cen- 
ſure. This I anſwered by ſhewing, that they 
did really deſerve cenſure, and by declaring 
that I would uſe them tenderly in that reſpect. 
But I found that I ſhould never prevail witK 
the Council to act in this buſineſs : that they 
would not adviſe to any method of notifying, 
enjoining or enforcing the orders contained 
in your Lordfhip's letter; and that I could 
make nothing of them but paſſive aſſociates. 
I propoſed, therefore, that they ſhould meet 
in the Council the next morning, and I would 
of my own accord, and without their advice, 
order the juſtices to attend, and would admo- 
niſh them as I had before propoſed. This 
was at length aſſented to; though not with- 
out one gentleman's proteſting againſt 1 
accordingly the next day aſſembled the juſ- 
tices, and, in the preſence of the Council, 

D having 
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having cauſed an extract of your Lordſhip's 
letter to be read, I entered into a full expla- 
nation of the nature of their office, and their 
duty therein; and avoiding as much as I could 
cenſuring them for their former conduct, I 
ſhewed what would be expected of them for 
the future; and I concluded, that if they had 
a mind to retrieve the credit of the town, it 
was not to be done by denying what was paſt, 
but by regulating what was to come: As 
ſoon as I had done, a gentleman of the Coun- 
cil ſaid aloud he liked this very well; and the 
juſtices ſeemed ſatisfied with this proceeding ; 
and ſeveral of them gave aſſurances that they 
would do the beſt to preſerve the good order 
of the town. | 
Theſe two conferences with the Council 
paſſed with good humour; and in the courſe 
of them I had an opportunity to obſerve upon 
and lament the ſervility, in regard to the 
people, with which the buſineſs of Council 
was now done, in compariſon to what it uſed 
to be. This was not denied; and one gentle- 
man ſaid, that he did not now enter the 
Council Chamber with that free mind he uſed 
to have; but he liked to be concerned in 
public buſineſs, and did not chuſe to quit his 
place in the Council, and therefore muſt be 
content to hold it upon ſuch terms as he could. 
So fair a conceſſion deſerves not to be paſſed 
unnoticed. But I ſhould not trouble your 
Lordſhip with ſuch trifling anecdotes, if they 
did not ſeem to me to be the beſt method to 


convey 
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convey a true idea of the preſent ſtate of this 
government, and to point out the chief cauſes 
of its deceaſe, and I muſt myſelf reſort to the 
cauſe I am now treating of, to ſhew why I 
have not executed the King's commands in 
as full a manner as may be expected from 
me. But, my Lord, the Council themſelves 
have, for above four months paſt, taken great 
pains to ſhew from whence the imbecility of 
this government ariſes; and have brought 
more forcible arguments, than any one elſe 
could have urged, to ſhew how neceſſary it 
is become that the King ſhould have the 
Council Chamber in his own hands. How 
this can be done may be a queſtion, the exi- 
gency of it is none. 

I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble 


ſervant, FRA. BERNARD. 
The Right Honourable 
The Earl of Hillſborough. 


January 27, 1769. 


— 


Governor Bernard' Letter to the Earl of 


Hillſborough, dated Boſton, November 14, 
1768. 


My LORD, 


Come now to conſider that part of my 
orders which relates to the reforming the 
Bench of juſtices: This is to be done by 
two ways, firſt, by adding new juſtices to the 
P "2 preſent 
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having cauſed an extract of your Lordſhip's 
letter to be read, I entered into a full expla- 
nation of the nature of their office, and their 
duty therein; and avoiding as much as I could 
cenſuring them for their former conduct, I 
ſhewed what would be expected of them for 
the future; and I concluded, that if they had 
a mind to retrieve the credit of the town, it 
was not to be done by denying what was paſt, 
but by regulating what was to come: As 
ſoon as I had done, a gentleman of the Coun- 
cil ſaid aloud he liked this very well; and the 
juſtices ſeemed ſatisfied with this proceeding ; 
and ſeveral of them gave aſſurances that they 
would do the beſt to preſerve the good order 
of the town. | 

Theſe two conferences with the Council 
paſſed with good humour; and in the courſe 
of them I had an opportunity to obſerve upon 
and lament the ſervility, in regard to the 
people, with which the buſineſs of Council 
was now done, in compariſon to what it uſed 
to be. This was not denied; and one gentle- 
man ſaid, that he did not now enter the 
Council Chamber with that free mind he uſed 
to have; but he liked to be concerned in 
public buſineſs, and did not chuſe to quit his 
place in the Council, and therefore muſt be 
content to hold it upon ſuch terms as he could. 
So fair a conceſſion deſerves not to be paſſed 
unnoticed, But I ſhould not trouble your 
Lordſhip with ſuch trifling anecdotes, if the 
did not ſeem to me to be the beſt method to 
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convey a true idea of the preſent ſtate of this 
government, and to point out the chief cauſes 
of its deceaſe, and I muſt myſelf reſort to the 
cauſe I am now treating of, to ſhew why 1 
have not executed the King's commands in 
as full a manner as may be expected from 
me. But, my Lord, the Council themſelves 
have, for above four months paſt, taken great 
pains to ſhew from whence the imbecility of 
this government ariſes; and have brought 
more forcible arguments, than any one elſe 
could have urged, to ſhew how neceſlary it 
is become that the King ſhould have the 
Council Chamber in his own hands. How 
this can be done may be a queſtion, the exi- 
gency of it is none. 

I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble 


ſervant, FRA. BERNARD. 
The Right Honourable 
The Earl of Hillſborough. 


January 27, 1769. 


— 


Governor Bernard's Letter to the Earl of 


Hillſborough, dated Boſton, November 14, 
1768. 


My LORD, 


Come now to conſider that part of my 
orders which relates to the reforming the 
Bench of juſtices: This is to be done by 
two ways, firſt, by adding new juſtices to the 
85 2 preſent 
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preſent Bench, either by engaging gentle- 
men who are already in the commiſſion to 
qualify themſelves, or by granting new com- 
miſſions to fit perſons who will undertake to 
act; ſecondly, by removing ſuch perſons in 
the commiſhon who are known to be infected 
with principles of diſaffection to the conſti- 
tutional authority of Parliament. The firſt 
of theſe is practicable in both its branches; 
the ſecond 1s at preſent abſolutely imprac- 
ticable, and will remain fo while the Council 
make the humouring the people their chief 
object. | 

In regard to the firſt I have already made 
ſome attempts to engage ſome gentlemen now 
in the conimiſſion to qualify themſelves, and 
ſhall purſue it : And notwithſtanding the un- 
dertaking 1s very diſcouraging, I expect I ſhall 
have ſome ſucceſs. I have alſo made an eſſay 
to appoint new juſtices who would engage to 
act, by naming one very fit perſon. It was 
received very cooly by the Council, and upon 
my aſking the reaſon, I was told he was not 
popular; I replied that if he had been I 
ſhould not have named him. As he was al- 
loved to be in every other reſpect a moſt un- 
exceptionable man, it paſſed unanimouſly: but 
it gave me to know what I muſt expect if I 
propoſed a man who was not popular againſt 
whom any exception could be taken. But I 
ſhall try ſoon again. 

As for removing perſons for their oppoſi- 
tion to the authority of Parliament by means 


of 


. 
of a Council, the majority of which has (in- 
directly at leaſt) avowed the ſame principles, 
and now appears to act in concert with that 
party from whence the oppoſition to Parlia- 
ment originated, it would be an attempt con- 


trary to all rules of policy and prudence. It 


would require to be done by a public enquiry, 
which would receive all the obſtruction and 


embarraſſment which the chicanery of law . 


could invent ; and, if after all, full proof of 
diſaffection to the authority of Parliament 
ſhould be made, it would be declared not to 
be relevant to infer ſuch a cenſure; It would 
be therefore in vain to attempt to puniſh diſ- 
affection to the authority of Parliament, until 
the criminality is better eſtabliſhed than it is 
at preſent. To ſupport this con jecture in 
what manner the Council would act in ſuch 
a proceeding, I need only refer your Lordſhip 
to their conduct and the papers they have pub- 

liſhed within theſe two months laſt paſt. 
And yet, my Lord, I would not inſinuate 
that we have no fit objects for ſuch a cenſure; 
the Sons of Liberty have not been without 
magiſtrates. We have ſeen juſtices attending 
at Liberty Tree ; one to adminiſter an oath 
to the Stamp-Maſter, when he was obliged 
to ſwear that he would not execute his office; 
another to perform the function of toaſt- 
maſter; a third, but lately, to conſult about 
fortifying the town ; others to make up a 
proceſſion of 45 carriages and 92 perſons on 
the 14th of Auguſt laſt. All theſe are in- 
cluded 


_ — — 


624) 
chuded in two liſts which your Lordſhip has, 
that of the five ſelectmen who ſigned the cir- 
cular letter for the convention, of which all 
but the firſt are in the commiſſion, and that 
of the eight juſtices who ſigned the refuſal to 
billet the ſoldiers. Now if the cenſure of 
theſe proceedings ſhould produce an order to 
me, to ſuperſede the commiſſions of theſe 
gentlemen, it would be a trial of the power 
of the Governor : It ſeems at preſent, that 
the Council would not enable me to execute 
ſuch an order. 

It is a great defect in this government, that 
the King has no power over the commiſſions, 
which are granted in his name and under his 
ſeal. He can by order in Council diſallow a 
law which has paſſed by the Governor, Coun- 
cil, and Houſe of Repreſentatives : but yet 


he cannot ſuperſede a commiſſion which has 


been granted by the Governor and Council. 
And yet the Council of this province is as 
much out of the controul of the King as 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives is. Wherefore 
it ſeems as reaſonable that the King ſhould be 
allowed to correct the miſtakes of the Gover- 
nor and Council, as of the Governor, Coun- 
cil, and Houſe. As it is, when the Go- 
vernor has once ſet the King's ſeal to a 


commiſſion, it is for ever out of the hands of 


the crown, and the perſon who has obtained 
it may thenceforth defy the King, oppoſe his 
laws, and inſult his government, and be in 


no danger of loſing his commiſſion, It is 


true, 
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true, the Governor, with the advice of Coun- 
cil, can ſuperſede him; but if he acts in a 
popular cauſe, under which oppoiition to go- 
vernment finds it eaſy to ſhelter 1ſelf, the 
Council, who are themſelves the creatures of 
the people, will never join with the Governor 
in cenſuring the overflowings of liberty. It 
may be ſaid, that the Governor ſhould take 
care not to appoint any one whole character 
is not well known. But the Governor does 
not perſonally know half of thoſe whom he 
appoints to offices: it is not therefore in his 
power to guard againſt impoſition, let him 


be ever ſo cautious. Befides, a man's poli- 


tical character often does not appear till he is 
got into an office, and thereby held forth to 
the publick : Hence it is not unuſual for a 
perſon, who has diſtinguiſhed himſelf in po- 
litical matters, to get himſelf recommended 
to the Governor, as a man well diſpoſed to 
government; and as ſoon as he has received 
his commiſſion, to declare for the party of the 


ſons of liberty. The Governor may reſent 
the impoſition as he pleaſes ; but cannot un- 
do what he has done. Thus the commiſſions 


of the King, like his cannon upon another 
occaſion, are turned againit him. 

It would ſerve to remedy this abuſe, and 
ſtrengthen government, if the King was en- 


abled, by order in his Privy Council, to ſu- 


perſede commiſſions granted in his name and 


under his ſeal, when they ſhall appear to be 
granted to improper perſons, or made uſe of 
for 
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for improper purpoſes. This muſt be done 
by act of parliament; and I don't fee the im- 
propriety of ſuch an act; it ſeems to me to 
be a proper power to be veſted in the crown ; 
eſpecially at a time when the crown wants to 
be ſtrengthened by all legal means in this 
country. And it ſeems that it would be bet- 
ter to be done by a general act than a partial 
one; for ſuch a power may be wanted in the 
royal governments, notwithſtanding the con- 
troul the King has over the Councils. For 
it is very poſſible, conſidering the ſpirit 
which now prevails, that even a Royal Coun- 
cil may ſupport a popular magiſtrate againſt 
the intereſt of the crown. And if the Colo- 
nies ſhould prevail to have the judges com- 
miſſions during good behaviour, which ſome 
of them are now very earneſt about, it might 
be proper that the King in Council ſhould be 
impowered to judge and determine upon ſuch 
miſbehaviour as would void the commiſſion. 

But this will not be neceſſary, if the gene- 
ral inſtructions of granting no commiſſions 
but during pleaſure be continued and ob- 
ſerved ; nor will it be neceſſary that ſuch an 
act ſhould be general; it is more wanted in 
this government than in all the others toge- 
ther: and even here the defect would be 
cured by a Royal Council. 

I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and moit humble 


ſervant, FRA. BERNARD. 


The Right Honourable 5 
The Earl of Hillſborough, 


January 27, 1769. 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard 70 
the Earl of Hillſborough, dated Boſton, 
November 30, 1768. 


| Boſton, Nov. 30, 1768. 
M y LoRD; 2 a r 
1 THINK it proper to inform your Lord- 
ſhip that I communicated to the Council 
that part of your Lordſhip's letter, No. 19, 
in which your Lordſhip ſignified his Majeſty's 
gracious reception of the Petition of the Coun- 
eil, which I tranſmitted in July laſt, and ad- 
ded, that the Petition with my reaſoning in 
ſupport of it would have full conſideration. 
Upon which Mr. Bowdoin, who has all 
along taken the lead of the Council 1n their 
late extraordinary proceedings, charged me 
with having miſrepreſented the purpoſe of 
their petition, by taking advantage of an ex- 
preſſion of theirs, drawing a revenue from 
colonies,” and therefrom inſinuating that their 
objection lay not ſo much againſt the raiſing 
money, as the carrying it out of the country 
and not expending it here. And to juſtify 
this, he quoted a tranſitory converſation he 
had with me on the day of the public com- 
mencement at the College in July laſt. I 
told him that if the converſation had made 
ſuch an impreſſion upon him, it was a pity 
he had not mentioned it before, whilſt my 
| E memory 


N 

memory could interpoſe in my behalf. That 
at this diſtance of time, five months, I could 
not recollect every trifling converſation ; for 
fuch I was afſured this was from his report of 
it. But I could be certain whether I had or 
had not miſrepreſented their petition by in- 
ſpecting my own books. And before I looked 
at them I could declare that I had not. 

My letter books were at my country houſe, 
where I generally write all my letters. As 
ſoon as I got at them, I had the letter in 
queſtion, No. 11, July 16, copied: and as 
ſoon as I returned to town, I read that part of 
it which related to this buſineſs to three or 
four of the Council ; and I let two of them, 
and the Secretary, read the whole letter: they 
were greatly ſurpriſed to find it ſo very clear of 
Mr. Bowdoin's charge ; at the next Councit 
produced the letter and read the whole paſ- 
ſage referred to: from whence it appeared 
that in mentioning the prayer of their peti- 
tion, I uſed their own words without ad- 
ding a ſingle word of my own; and alſo that 
the argument I uſed in behalf of the prayer 
went againſt taxation in general, more than 
the diſpoſal of the money : This appeared 
ſatisfactory to the whole Council except Mr. 
Bowdoin. But he ſtill perſiſting in juſtifying 
himſelf, mentioned ſomething more of the 
converſation referred to, which explained the 
whole, and ſhewed that what I ſaid upon that 
occaſion was 1n joke. This was confirmed by 


a COUN- 


( 29 ) 
aà councellor, who recollected that on that 
day, being a day of feſtivity, I did joke with 
ſome of them upon their petition, 10 the ſame 
rpoſe as Mr. Bowdoin quoted, but in terms 
Bat one could not have imagined could have 
been taken ſeriouſly, and really were quite 
inoffenſive to every one elſe. 

This is a very trifling matter to trouble y. 
Lordſſrip with: but it has already been the lab 
jectof debates in Council, and libels in the news 
papers. It would have alſo produced a for- 
mal remonſtrance to your Lordſhip, which 1 
am told was actually prepared by the gentle- 
man who made the charge, if it had not been 
prevented by my making communications, 
which, but for ſaving trouble to your Lord- 
ſhip, I would not have ſubmitted to. But it 
will vent itſelf in another and more public 

way; of which I ſhall be able to give your 
Lordſhip an account in a few days. Your 
Lordſhip may depend upon it that my in- 
formations have been and ſhall be dictated by 
the ſpirit of truth and candour: but I cannot 
make facts other than they are, nor can I ex- 
cufe myſelf communicating ſuch obſervations 
and reflections as occur to me, and appear to 
be material to the ſubject. 

I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordfhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble 


ſervant, FRA. BERNARD. 
The * N Honourable 
The Earl of Hillſborough. 


January 27, 1769. 
E 2: Coty 
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Copy of a Letter from Governor Bernard to 
the Earl of Hillſborough, dated Boſton, 
December 5, 1768. 


 MyLozn, Boſton, Dec. 5, 1768. 


HE Council have been for a week 
paſt preparing petitions to the two 
Houſes of Parliament againſt the American 
| acts of revenue, that is, as I underſtand, 
[ againſt all the acts impoſing port duties, 
= They ſignified their intention to me, and de- 
fired that I would either join with them or au- 

thoriſe their fitting for that purpoſe. I re- 

minded them that I had refuſed to be con- 

cerned in this buſineſs in July laſt, and 

the impropriety of this meaſure was much 

ſtronger now than then. I added, that if 

they would be adviſed by me, they would 

not purſue this intention ; which could do 

no good, and might turn to evil; that if 

the Parliament was diſpoſed to indulge 

the Americans in another repeal, there were 

petitions enough before them to ground it 

upon ; and their petition at beſt would be 

but a makeweight; on the other hand it 

might contain ſomething that might give of- 

fence, and add to the ill humour which I 

feared already prevailed againſt this province. 

But all this and more had no effect: the mo- 

vers of this buſineſs called the Council toge- 

ther 


1 

ther ſeparately from the Governor in the 
Council Chamber, according to the new me- 
thod, for which they apologized in the peti- 
tion. After ſeveral days meeting the petition 
was ſettled and approved: Upon which there 
was a diſpute how it ſhould be ſigned, whe- 
ther by every one as private perſons, as in the 
addreſs to General Gage, or by the Preſident 
in the name of the body ; in which latter 
caſe they muſt be underſtood to act as the 
legiſlative Council, there being no Preſident 
of the Privy Council but the Governor. 
However it was reſolved it ſhould be ſigned in 
the latter way. As ſoon as I learned it was 
finiſhed I ſent for Mr. Danforth the Preſident, 
and defired to ſee it: he went and procured it 
for me. I found it was ſigned “ in the name 
and by the order of a majority of the .Council 
8. Danforth.” Mr. Danforth ſaid he was 
not preſent when this manner of ſigning was 
reſolved upon; and when he ſat his name to 
it, he did not ſet the word Preſident ” after 
his name: this was a poor excuſe, but ſerves 
to ſhow how little free-agency there 1s in a 
buſineſs of this kind. He alſo added that if 
he could get the Council to meet again, he 
was in hopes they would undo this buſineſs ; 
for ſeveral of them had ſignified their diſap- 
probation of it. But I had no ſuch expec- 
tation; for the Council is brought under ſuch 
an awe of their conſtituents by the frequent 
removals of the friends of government, that 

there 
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there 1s very little exerciſe for private judg- 
ment in popular queſtions. 

If by the majority of the Council, in whoſe 
name the Preſident is to ſign, they mean a 
majority of the whole Board, I cannot con- 
ceive that all the perſons who met at the 
feveral meetings upon this occaſion, put to- 
gether, amount to the number twelve, which 
is the majority of the whole. But if they 
mean a majority of thoſe preſent when the 
reſolution was formed, it may fall very ſhort 
of the majority of the body : four perſons will 
make a majority of a quorum of the Coun- 
cil. In the prefent caſe I doubt whether 
the number of thoſe who really approved of 
this meaſure was much more: for it ſeemed 
to be rather ſubmitted to than joined in. As 
for the petition itſelf, it is very lengthy, being 
fix folio pages, but has nothing new in it, 
nothing I believe, but what 1s to be found 
among the writings of the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives. It differs from the petition to the 
King in this : the latter carefully avoids all 
claim of right againſt the Parliament; this is 
not ſo clear of it: it has indeed no poſitive 
aſſertions of right, but ſeveral intimations of 
it too plain to be unnoticed. This account is 
taken from only once reading it, and there- 
fore may not be free from miſtakes, though I 
believe it is right as to the general idea. 

I am, with great reſpect, my Lord, your 
Lordſhip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble 
ſervant, FRA. BERNARD. 
| P. S. Since 
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P. S. Since I wrote the foregoing I have 
got a liſt of the gentlemen who paſſed upon 
the petition, Mr. Danforth, Royal, Erving, 
Bowdoin, Hubbard, Tyler, Pitts, Dexter. 


Upon November the 3oth they agreed upon 


the-petition to the Lords and Commons to 
be ſigned by, Mr. Danforth, as Preſident. Of 
theſe eight I have been informed of two who 
wanted to have it undone, and I can fix upon 
another who, I dare ſay, acquieſced rather 


than concurred. 
The Right Honourable 5 
The Earl of Hillſborough. 


January 27, 1769. 


— 


Copy of a Letter from General Gad to the 
Earl of Hilliborough, dazed Bojton, Oc- 
tober 31, 1768. 


My LoRp, 


N my laſt from New-York, I had the 8 
nour to acquaint your Lordſhip of my in- 
tention to go to Boſton; I arrived here on 
the 12th inſtant ; and though Lieutenant Co- 


lone] Dalrymple had done every thing in his 


power previous to my arrival to procure quar- 
ters for the two regiments from Halifax, I 


found one of thoſe regiments encamped, and - 


the other lodged in the Market-Hall. 

I immediately made application in perſon 
to the Governor in Council, that the troops 
might have quarters in the public houles, as 

far 
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far as they could be accommodated therein, 
and that orders might be given for that pur- 
pole to the inferior magiſtrates : and that out- 
houſes, &c. might be prepared for the re- 
mainder ; to which I begged a deciſive an- 
ſwer, that I might fall upon meaſures to put 
the troops under cover, as the winter ap- 
proached. 

I ſoon found that the Council had put a 
conſtruction upon the mutiny- act for North- 
America, which rendered it of no effect for 
the purpoſes of marching and quartering the 
troops, viz. That whatever place in a pro- 
«« yince the King's troops ſhould be ordered 
« to, they could not be quartered in that 
« place till all the barracks in the province, 
cc however diſtant from it, were firſt filled 
« with troops ;“ from thence the Council 
inferred, that no quarters could be had in the 
town, till the barracks in Caſtle-Iſland were 
filled; and further, that the buſineſs of 
quartering did not come properly before 
them, but in the laſt inſtance, when not onl 
the barracks in queſtion, but alſo the public 
houſes ſhould be filled with troops, which 
belonged to the magiſtrates to do, and was 
an affair that did not belong to them: It was 
in vain to ſet forth that the barracks in Caſtle- 
Iſland would be occupied by the troops ex- 
pected from Ireland, or to urge the abſurdity 
of a conſtruction of the Act of Parliament, 
which annihilated the act; as it abſolutely 
unpeded the march of the troops through 

the 
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the province, as well as the King' s right to 
order his troops to any town or village where 
his ſervice might require them to be ordered 
to. 

The next ſtep to be taken was to make ap- 
plication to the magiſtrates, to quarter the 
troops in the public houſes ; and a queſtion 
aroſe, who were the magiſtrates ? The ſelect- 
men refuſed being concerned, and declared 
they were not magiſtrates, which was agreed 
to; and it then became neceſſary to apply to 
the juſtices of the peace, the difficulty then 
was, to find any of the juſtices who would 
act in the buſineſs of billetting, and ſome of 
them were to be tried, who gave aſſurances 
of their readineſs to carry on the King's ſer- 
vice, but ſaid it was hard that they only 
ſhould be pitched upon for ſuch an under- 
taking, and to become the objects of public 
odium, when there were ſo many more juſtices 
in the town, to take their ſhare of it. This 
produced a reſolution to aſſemble all the juſ- 
tices of the town, and I attended Governor 
Bernard to their meeting, where he required it 
of them conjunctly, and of each ſeparately, 
to billet the troops in the public houſes, - ac- 
cording to the act of Parliament : they defired 
time to conſider of a meaſure whieh they ſaid 
mult be very diſagreeable to the people, and 
might be attended with bad conſequences. 
After ſome days conſideration, they returned 
for anſwer, that the act did not require them 
to quarter troops, or words to that effect. 

F I relats 
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I relate the above tranſactions to your Lords 
ſhip, in a ſummary way, leaving it to Gover- 
nor Bernard to tranſmit to your Lordſhip, 
the particular reſolves of his Council at their 
ſeveral meetings on the ſubject of providing 
quarters, as well as a copy of the reſolution of 
the juſtices upon the ſame ſubject, _ 
There was no diſappointment in the bad 
ſucceſs of theſe ſeveral applications ; it was 
known before hand that they would have no 
effect; but it was proper to try, to get the 
laws enforced. Governor Bernard therefore 
agreed in the neceſſity of making prepara- 
tions to put the troops under cover, by hiring 
of empty houſes, or other buildings proper 
for the purpoſe; and that a particular ac- 
count ſhould be kept of the expence incurred 
therein, as alſo of all neceſſaries required in 
quartering, that the Governor may require a 
reimburſement of the ſame from the firſt aſ- 
ſembly that ſhall be ſummoned to meet. But 
as it may be uncertain where the expence will 
fall in the end, I have endeavoured to have 
every thing prepared, with as much frugality 
as poſſible, and the King's barrack maſter is 
ordered to repair here from Halifax, with all 
the ſpare bedding and utenſils in thoſe ſtores, 
and a large quantity of coals, carried thither 
by the troops from Louiſbourg. 
The Council, after ſome time, gave Go-- 
vernor Bernard a power over the barracks at 
Caſtle Ifland, as well as over a public build- 
ing in the town, called the Manufactory 
Houle. 


. | 

Houſe. The barracks are ſaid to have been 
built to hold one thouſand men; but I find 
they were. only temporary lodgments for 
ſoldiers during the laſt war, before they em- 
barked, and the ſhort time they ſtaid made it 
immaterial whether they were crowded or 
not. I find, upon examination, they will 
not hold above one regiment, upon the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, and that by putting twelve 
men in a room of 18 feet ſquare. As for the 
Manufactory Houſe, there are people in it, 
who have been ſpirited up to maintain poſ- 
ſeſſion; and ſome meaſures were taken, tho? 
without effect, to remove them, which occa- 
ſioned a littte diſturbance of no conſequence; 
and only ſerved to ſhow a moſt obſtinate ſpi- 
rit of oppoſition to every meaſure of govern- 
ment. When the regiments arrive from Ire- 
land, one of them will be quartered in the 
barracks in Caſtle Iſland, and the other muſt 
be lodged in the town, in the ſame manner 
as the two regiments from Halifax. 

Caſtle. William remains garriſoned by the. 
company kept up by the province ; and I find 
there is a provincial military eſtabliſhment 
ſupported there, under the command. of the. 
Governor, of ſome uſe and emolument to. 
him and the Lieutenant Governor; upon 
that account, and not ſeeing any abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for it, I have not interfered in any 
matters concerning the Fort, or inſiſted on 
putting a garriſon of the King's troops into it. 
at it the King ſhould incline to make any 
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alteration in the diſpoſition of his forces, by 
ſtationing one or two regiments in this pro- 
vince for the time to come, his Majeſty may 
think it right to put Caſtle William into the 
poſi. flion of his own troops; but as in that 
caſe, I apprehend, the province would grant 
no funds to maintain it, the expence thereof 
would fall upon the crown. The Fort may 
be made to contain two or three companies 
of foot, and a detachment of the royal regi- 
ment-of artillery; but as for the barracks 
near it, ſituated on a ſmall iſland, where there 
is not room for troops to move, and at ſuch a 
diſtance from the town of Boſton, they will 
not anſwer any deſign or purpoſe of ſtation- 
ing troops there for the ſervice of the town. 
And if any number of troops ſhould be fixed 
in this province, I would take the liberty to 
propoſe, that barracks ſhould be built for 
them within the town, on a vacant ſpot called 
Fort-Hill, an advantageous ſituation, whereon 
a fort formerly ſtood ; and Governor Bernard 
tells me it belongs to the Crown. A new 
fort may hereafter be erected there, if his 
Majeſty's affairs ſhould require it. Every art 
and evaſion has been tried by the mayor part of 
the people of every degree, to force the troops 
l to quit the town for want of quarters, whilſt 
| thoſe who may have acted, or made known 
their ſentiments, in favour of government, 
declared they durſt not ſtay in the town, but 
muſt remove with their families and effects, 
it the troops ſhould leave it. When the 
l | houſes 
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houſes were ready to receive the troops, the 
officers were threatened with the clauſe of 
the mutiny act againſt officers, who preſume 
to take upon themſelves to quarter troops, 
&c. and to prevent their being put to any 
trouble on that account by perverting the act 
in that particular, as had been done in ſo 
many others, Governor Bernard gave a par- 
ticular warrant to a commiſſary, againſt 
whom no action could lie, to quarter the ſol- 
diers in the houſes fitted up for their reception. 
I would take «the liberty, my Lord, to re- 
preſent, that the clauſe 1n queſtion is by no 
means calculated for the circamſtances of 
this country, where every man ſtudies law, 
and interprets the laws as ſuits his purpoſes, 
and where the meaſures of government are 
oppoſed by every evaſion and chicane that can 
be deviſed. An officer of rank and long ſer- 
vice may be caſhiered by the management af 
two juſtices of the peace, the beſt of them the 
keeper of a paltry tavern, who ſhall find eva- 
ſions to diſobey the clauſes of the mutiny act, 
which they diſlike, and to prevent the ſenſe 
and meaning of others to ſerve their deſigns 
againſt him, and unhappily it might be found. 
in ſome places, that thoſe who ſhould reverſe 
iniquitous convictions of juſtices of the peace, 
were no better than the juſtices who ſhould 
have granted the certificates of conviction. 1 
troubled his Majeſty's Secretary at War ſome 
time ago with ſome very unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings againſt an officer on account of the 

clauſe 
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clauſe in queſtion, which happened to the 
ſouthward. . e I 
After other methods had been tried to get 
the troops away, I received an addreſs from 
a number of gentlemen, members of the 
Council, in which they aim at juſtifying the 
people againſt many miſrepreſentations of 
their conduct, blaming the commiſſioners of 
his Majeſty's cuſtoms, and begging the troops 
may be withdrawn from the town. I have 
the honour to tranſmit your Lordſhip the 
addreſs and anſwer thereto. #* | * 4 
Thoſe who would juſtify or rather palliate 
the proceedings of the people here, complain, 
that they have been groſly miſrepreſented, 
and every little diſturbance that has hap- 
pened, been magnified into dangerous riots ; 
that the diſturbance in March was trifling, 
that of the 1oth of June was occaſioned ſolely 
by the imprudence of the commiſſioners : 
they excuſe the reſolves made at the town 
meetings, by attributing them only to the ex- 
travagance of a few mad people, and aver that 
the convention was called with no other in- 
tent than to take proper meaſures to preſerve 
the peace and tranquility of the province. 
Jam to obſerve upon the above, that ac- 
cording to the beſt information I have been able 
to procure, the diſturbance in March was tri- 
fling, that conſidering what had happened 
reſpecting ſeizures, the commiſſioners of the 
cuſtoms had reaſon to act as they did, reſpect- 
ing the ſeizure which occaſioned the riots on 


the 
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the 1oth of June, which was conſiderable ; 
and though I do not find that they were, at 
that time perſonally attacked, yet the aflault 
upon ſome of their officers, and the threats 
daily thrown out againſt themſelves, was cer- 
tainly a ſufficient reaſon to make them ap- 
prehenſive of danger to their own perſons. 
Whether any harm would have actually hap= 


pened to them, had they remained in the 


town, it is not poſſible to judge. With re- 
ſpect to the reſolves procured by ſome mad 
people at the town meetings, thoſe mad 

ple have governed the town and influenced 
the province, a very long time; and after 
publiſhing their very dangerous reſolves, in 
the town meeting of September laſt, carried 
the motion for convening deputies from the 


ſeveral towns ; and the deputies convened 


accordingly. I ſhall only obſerve on this that 
their intentions were ſuſpicious, and that I 
am happy the troops from Halifax arrived at 
the time the did. | a 
The commiſſioners of the cuſtoms are ſtil 

in Caſtle- William, and upon being aſked 
about their return to Boſton, one of them 
ſaid, there were troops now to ſupport them, 
but deſired to know if there was any, or what 
civil officer, who would undertake to aſk the 
aſſiſtance of the troops, if there ſhould be 
occaſion for it. The Governor and Lieute- 
nant Governor were preſent, but neither 
could be anſwerable that any civil officer would 
undertake it. 

Your 
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Your Lordſhip will naturally imagine that 
fince the troops are here to ſupport the dig- 
nity of government, and a due exertion of 
the laws, that the powers of government are 
Teverted into the hands, where the conſtitu- 
tion has placed them, and that the civil of- 
ficers would immediately avail themſelves of 
ſo good an opportunity to reſtore affairs to 
their proper order, and put the laws in exe- 
cution againſt thoſe who ſhould dare to vio- 
late them: this is not yet the caſe, and it is 
plainly ſeen, even amongſt the few magiſtrates 
of whom it is ſaid that they have a real wiſh 
and deſire to ſupport government and do their 
duty, that there is a fear of acting contrary to 
the general ſentiments of their fellow citizens, 
and a defire to maintain a certain degree of 
popularity amongſt them, which prevents 
them from being particular in the execution 
of their offices. All now hoped for is, that 
things being in a more quiet ſtate than they 
were, the violent temper of the people will 
abate in a little time, and their minds be 
more compoſed, when the magiſtrates may 
do their duty with leſs fear of becoming ob- 
noxious to the people; the town has been 
under a kind of democratical deſpotiſm for a 
conſiderable time, and it has not been fafe for 
people to act or fpeak contrary to the ſenti- 
ments of the ruling demagogues ; and ſur- 
priſing as it may appear, thoſe fears are not 
yet annihilated, 


If 


(- 49% ) 

If it isaſked, why the Governordoes not turn 
all the juſtices of peace out of commiſſion, 
and put others in, who will do their duty? It is 

anſwered, that the Governor can neither ap- 
point new juſtices, or turn them out, but by 
conſent of Council; and that the Council 
oppoſes every thing propoſed to the Go- 
vernor for the ſervice of Government, that is 
bo regal ; 
rom what has been faid, your Lordſhip 
will conclude, that there is no Government in 
Boſton, there is, in truth, very little at pre- 
ſent, and the conſtitution - of this province 
leans ſo much to the ſide of democracy, that 
the Governor has not the power to remedy 
the diſorders which happen in it. 

I have the honour to be, with the greateſt 
reſpect, regard, and eſteem, my Lord, your 
| Lordſhip's moſt obedient and moſt humble 
ſervant, 


THO. GAGE, 


C2 of the many letters written ſince January 1768, by 
Governor Bernard to the Miniſtry, the Council have re— 
ceived copies of the foregoing Six only. His other letters 
are ſaid to contain high charges againſt, and groſs miſre- 
preſentations of his Majeſty” 5s moſt dutiſul and 107 al ſub- 
jects, the people of this Province. 


From the juſtice of adminiſtration ic is expected the Two 
Houſes of Aiſembly will receive authenticated copies of the 
ſa1d letters, and of all papers laid before Parliament, or 


ſent to the Miniftry, affecting the character and intereſts of 
the proyince, 


1 LETTERS 


LETTERS from the COUNCIL of 
the Province of Mafſachuſetts-Bay, in vin- 
dication of themſelves and the Province, 
againſt the calumnies and miſrepreſen- 
tations of his Excellency FRANC IS 


BERNARD, Eſq; Governor of the faid 
Province. 


To the Right Hon. the Earl of Hillſborough. 


Province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, : 
| Boſton, April 15, 1769. 


My LoRnD, 


HE Council having received from Mr. 
Bollan authenticated copies of fix 
letters from Governor Bernard to your Lord- 
ſhip, containing many unjuſt reflections upon 
the Council, and divers miſreprefentations of 
their conduct, and alſo manifeſting his ear- 
neſt with and endeavours to bring about an 
alteration in the civil government of the pro- 
vince, We are obliged in juſtice to ourſelves 
and the province, to addreſs your Lordſhip on 
the ſubject- matter of thoſe letters, and pray 
your candid attention to what we have now 
the honour to write to your Lordſhip. 


In 
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In the firſt of the ſaid letters, dated No- 
vember 1, 1768, Governor Bernard informs 
your Lordſhip he now proceeds to conclude 
his narrative of his endeavours to get * 
for the King's troops. 

The preceding part of this narrative we 
have not ſeen; but if there be in it the ſame 
want of candour, as is diſcoverable in the 
concluding part, contained in the ſaid letter, 
it is neceſſary, for your Lordſhip's right in- 
formation, to give you ou narrative on the 
ſame ſubject; which we ſhall do as ſummarily 
as may be. 

On the 19th of September, the Governor 
called the Council, and communicated to 
them a part of your Lordſhip's letter of the 
zoth of July, informing them of two regi- 
ments being ordered to Boſton, from Ire- 
land; and alſo communicated a letter from 
General Gage, of the 12th of September, in- 
forming of two other regiments being or- 
dered from Halifax, one of them to Caſtle- 
William, and the other to the town; both 
letters required that quarters be prepared for 
their reception. 

The Halifax regiments being firſt expected, 
the Council immediately adviſed, that the 
barracks at Caitle-William ſhould be pre- 
pared for the regiment ordered there: and 
with regard to the other, as it was an af- 
fair that more immediately concerned the 
town of Boſton, they thought it adviſeable to 


appoint a committee to confer on it with the 
| G 2 ſelect- 
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felectmen; who, on the conference, very 
juſtly obſerved, that by Act of Parliament it 
. was made unlawful to take any meaſures for 
quartering troops till the ſaid barracks pro- 
vided by the province were full: and they 
ſaid they could do nothing in the affair. This 
being reported to the Governor in Council, 
on the 22d he propoſed to the Council that a 
houſe in the town, called the Manufactory- 
' Houſe, ſhould be fitted up for the reception 
of the troops: but it was objected that the 
Act of Parliament had, in a very particular 
manner, directed the proceſs in quartering ; 
and that it was not in the power of the Coun- 
eil to do any thing contrary to that direction. 
—— The Governor however ſtrongly urged 
them to it, and was very angry becauſe they 
declined acting contrary to Act of Parliament. 
The Council defired an adjournment, that 
they might give him a written anſwer to his 
propoſal ; which, after repeated refuſals, he 

at length granted.---On the 24th they waited 
on the Governor, and delivered to him their 
anſwer.---He propoſed an alteration in it, 
which they were then for conſidering ; but 
he ſaid they might do it on Monday morning 
the 26th, and, without the formality of ano- 
ther meeting with him, deliver the anſwer to 
the ſecretary.---It was done accordingly, and 
the anſwer delivered at that time to the 
deputy-ſecretary, the fecretary himſelf not 
being at his office.---Theſe circumitances are 
ſo minutely mentioned, becauſe the Governor 
took 
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took great offence at the Council's ordering 
their ſaid anſwer to be publiſhed in one of the 
news- papers of that day; and ſaid he ſhould 
repreſent to your Lordſhip the indignity of- 
fered him, by the Council's publiſhing their 
anſwer before it was preſented to him. But 
your Lordſhip will perceive from the fore- 
going account, which contains the true ſtate of 
the fact, that the anſwer was preſented to the 
Governor two days before the publiſhing of 
it; and that the circumſtances poſterior to its 
being preſented were quite immaterial, even 
in the eſtimation of the Governor himſelf. 
In the debate on the fore-mentioned pro- 
poſal it was ſaid by one gentleman, that 
Caſtle-William being part of the town of 
Boſton, it would comport with the requiſition 
for quartering,.to quarter both the regiments 
at the Caſtle. Though this was caſually 
ſaid, and no ſtreſs laid upon it, and was not 
adopted by the Council, the Governor, not- 
withſtanding, repreſented it to the command- 
ing officer of the regiments, as the reaſon 
of the Council's not agreeing to his propoſal: 
and it is poſſible he may have made the ſame 
repreſentation to your Lordſhip. But your 
Lordſhip will pleaſe to judge of the reaſons 
the Council proceeded upon, by what is con- 
tained in their anſwer aforetaid, and by no- 
thing elſe ; which anſwer, 1t appears by the 
printed votes of the Houſe of Commons, 
was, with other papers, laid before that Houſe 
the 27th of November laſt ; it being there 

| called 


( 48 ) 
« Minutes of Council, the 26th September 
1768, extracted from the Boſton Gazette,” and 
was incloſed in Governor Bernard's letter to 
your Lordſhip of that date, as may be ſeen in the 
Votes page 79 and No. 54, of the ſaid papers. 
Theſe minutes are mentioned as extracted 
from the Boſton Gazette : by which it ſeems 
the Governor repreſented to your Lordſhip 
that the anſwer was publiſhed before it was 
preſented to him: and it being ſaid to be ex- 
tracted from the Boſton Gazette, which the 
Governor ſtiles a moſt infamous paper, ſeems 
intended to reflect ſome infamy on the anſwer. 
But the truth is, it was firſt publiſhed in the 
Maſſachuſetts Gazette, (authorized by the 
Governor and Council) and from thence 
taken into all the other Boſton news-papers. 
On the 29th of September a Council was 
held at Caſtle-William, Captain Smith, Com- 
manding Officer of the Sea Armament, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple, of the troops, 
being deſired by the Governor to attend. 
The Governor informed thoſe gentlemen what 
had been the reſolutions of the Council with 
regard to quartering the ſaid troops, and what 
he was pleaſed to call the reaſon of the reſo- 
lutions, viz. That the Caſtle being in the 
town of Boſton, the Council declined provi- 
ding quarters for the troops, before the bar- 
racks at the Caſtle were full. 

It appears above that the Governor had no 
foundation for ſaying the proceeding of the 
Council was grounded on the reaſon he men- 

tioned : 
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tioned : and he had not the candour and 
juſtice to inform the ſaid Gentlemen of the 
written anſwer aforeſaid, containing the true 
reaſon of the proceeding, and of which the 
Council informed them. | 
Colonel Dalrymple acquainted the Board 
that his orders from the Commander in Chief 
were, that one of the regiments now arrived 
ſhould be quartered in the town of Boſton, 
and that he could not conſider Caſtle-Ifland 
to be in the town of Boſton, within the in- 
tention of his orders ; that he could not him- 
ſelf depart from the ſaid orders, and that he 
now made a' requiſition for quarters accord- 
ingly. Whereupon (after the faid gentle- 
men had retired) his Excellency deſired that 
the Board would re-conſider the propoſal he 
had before made them, of fitting up the Ma- 
nufactory-Houſe as barracks for the recep- 
tion of Col. Dalrymple's regiment, which is 
the regiment deſtined for the town, in cafe 
it can be done at the expence of the Crown ; 
and in caſe they ſhould adhere to their former 
_ reſolution, that they would aſſign their reaſons 
therefor. ; | 
The Governor was immediately told the 
act of Parliament obliged them to adhere to 
their former reſolutions. Whereupon, with 
ſuch as ſpoke on the occaſion, he entered into 
an angry diſpute, and began to take minutes 
of what they ſaid in anſwer to him, in order 
that he might repreſent it to Adminiſtration 
at home. 
This 
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This was objected to as an unfair way of 

proceeding, and he was told if he wanted a 
fuller anſwer than what had already been 
given, he ſhould have 1t in writing, if he 
would give opportunity for it. But this was 
refuſed, and he inſiſted on our immediate 
anſwer. Accordingly an anſwer was agreed 
on, and given to him, and was incloſed in 
the Governor's letter to your Lordſhip, dated 
Oober 1, 1768, as may be ſeen by the printed 
votes, No. 56, of the ſaid papers. 

Me are ſorry to have any reaſon to com- 
plain that in the whole of this affair the con- 
duct of the Governor was arbitrary, and un- 
becoming the dignity of his ſtation. _ 

On the 3d of October Col. Dalrymple being 
admitted with Capt. Smith before the Board, 
took occaſion to explain the intention of his 
requiſition by letter, viz.” That as the Board 
could not think themſelves authoriſed to pro- 
vide barracks in the town, inaſmuch as bar- 
racks had already been provided by the Go- 
vernment at Caſtle-William, he had en- 
camped ſome of his troops, and was provi- 
ding barracks for the reſt in the town : ſo that 
he conſidered all as in barracks, and demanded 
barrack proviſions, agreeable to act of Par- 
liament. Whereupon his Excellency moved 
to the Board that they would appoint ſome 
ſuitable perſon to make ſuch proviſion. 

The Council deſired time to confider, and 
give an anſwer to his motion: but the Go- 
vernor 
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vernor refuſed it, infiſting on the anſwer im- 
mediately. 

However, after repeated folicitations and 
much altercation, the Governor adjourned 
the Board to Wedneſday October 5, when 
they gave him an anſwer ; copy whereof (as 
appears by the forementioned printed votes) 
was inclofed to your Lordſhip 1n the Gover- 
nor's letter of that date. 

Part of the faid anſwer runs thus, Ad- 
viſed, that agreeable to his Excellency's mo- 
tion, one or more perſon or perſons be autho- 
rized and appointed to furniſh and ſupply the 
officers and ſoldiers, put and placed in the 
barracks, with fire, candles, &c. as particu- 
larly mentioned in the act of parliament : 
provided the perſon or perſons ſo to be autho- 
rized and appointed will take the riſk of the 
province's paying to him or them all ſuch 
ſum or ſums of money fo by them paid, laid 
out, or expended for the purpoſe aforeſaid,” 

The Governor ſaid that this proviſo de- 
feated the purpoſe of the advice, and was in- 
tended to Jefcat it, as every one mult be 
well aſſured, that no perſon would undertake 
to advance money at ſuch a riſk, His Ex- 
cellency was told, that without ſuch a pro- 
viſo an undertaker would have an equitable, 
if not a legal demand on the Council, to 
make good all damages, in cafe the Gene- 
ral Court ſhould ref to repay him the 
money advanced---That it would be unrea- 
ſonable to expect the Council would ſubje& 

H them 
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themſelves to ſuch a demand; and that in 
caſe they were not ſubjected by law, it would 
be deceiving the undertaker, and be a mani- 
feſt act of injuſtice not to inform him of the 
riſk : for a riſk it muſt be, as it was impoſ- 
fible for any one to determine what the gene- 
ral court would do, either in this or in any 
other caſe whatever. Whereupon the Go- 
vernor propoſed, in a manner very dictato- 
rial, that the proviſo ſhould ſtand thus, 
M That ſuch perſon ſhould undertake this 
buſineſs, upon the credit of the General Aſ- 
ſembly of the province, according to the in- 
tent and meaning of the ſaid act of Parlia- 
ment, and not upon the credit of the parti- 
cular perſons of the Governor and Council.” 
---But this propoſed alteration not taking 
off the riſk from the undertaker but in words, 
and 1t not being in the power of the Council 
to pledge the credit of the General Aſſembly, 
it was rejected. It was very unfortunate to 
the province, and to his Majeſty's ſervice in 
general, that the General Court could not be 
litting at a time when their aid was ſo effen - 
tially neceſſary. 
On the 12th of October a full Council was 
adviſed to be called on the 26th, in order to 
conſider divers matters of importance, which 
the Governor ſaid he had to lay before the 
Council. In the mean time General Gage 
came to town from New York, viz. on Sa- 
turday October 15; and on Monday the 17th 
the Governor called a Council, and intro- 
duced 
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duced the General ; and here begins the con- 
cluding part of the Governor's narrative of his 
endeavours to get quarters for the King's 
troops, as appears by a copy of his letter to 
your Lordſhip, dated November 1, 1768; 
on which letter we beg leave to make a few 
remarks. | 
It appears by the ſaid letter, the General 
demanded quarters in the town for the two 
regiments then here ; and that he ſhould re- 
ſerve the barracks at the Caſtle for the two 
Iriſh regiments expected, or ſuch part of them 
as they would contain. The Council repre- 
ſented to the Governor, that they had already 
given their ſentiments fully on this ſubject, 
in their anſwer delivered to him on the 24th 
of September, and referred him to that: but 
this being not ſatisfactory, they deſired him 
to poſtpone the affair to the 26th of October, 
when a full Council was expected, agreeable 
to his appointment. This was refuſed.--- 
Whereupon the Governor proceeded, as he 
obſerves, in a courſe of queſtions, which 
finally iſſued in a vote of fix againſt five, that 
the Governor be deſired to order the Manu- 
factory-houſe to be cleared of its preſent in- 
habitants, that it might be fitted up for the 
reception of ſuch part of the Iriſh regiments 
as could not be accommodated at the Caſtle 
barracks. On this affair the Governor ob- 
ſerves, „that the whole was a ſcene of per- 
verſion, to avoid our doing any thing to- 
wards quartering the troops, unworthy ſuch a 
$73 body“. 
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body.” We deny that any thing was done 
to avoid quartering the troops ; on the con- 
trary, every thing was done in the power of 
the Council, conſiſtent with their idea of the 
act of parliament z and conſiſtent with what 
ſeemed to be the Governor's idea of it on the 
19th of September, when the affair of quar- 
tering was moved: for when the act was pro- 
duced, and when ſome of the Council had 
expreſſed their opinion, that, according to 
the act, quarters could not be demanded be- 
fore the barracks at the Caſtle were full, the 
Governor afterwards, in the courſe of the de- 
bate upon it, implicitly acknowledged the pro- 
priety of that opinion, by urging it as the 
Council's duty, in the caſe they were conſider- 
ing, to pay no regard to the act; which in- 
junction of his, if they had complied with, 
he might have juſtly charged them with per- 
verſion unworthy ſuch a body *. The Go- 
| | vernor 


® Tt is proper to mention here a circumſtance; which will 
Thew the duplicity of the Governor in a ſtrong light. On 
the ſaid 19th of September, when the affair of quartering 
the troops was firſt moved, he urged very ſtrongly that 
proviſion ſhould be made by the Council for that purpoſe 
but it being ſaid that the proceſs in quartering muſt be 
regulated by the act of Parliament, the Governor affected 
to appear ignorant of there being ſuch an act, and after- 
wards ſeemed very loth it ſhouid be produced, It was 
however produced and conſidered; and the Council, after 
appropriating the barracks at Caſtle- William for quarter- 
ing the troops, by virtue of a reſolve of the General Court, 
thought themſelves obliged to adhere to the act of Parlia- 
ment, as the rule by which to regulate their future conduct 
in that matter, But the Governor at that time, and at 
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vernor having charged the Council with per- 
verſion, proceeds immediately to charge them 
with Hing. He ſays, © That in the courſe 
of the queſtions he put to them, they denied 
that they knew of any building belonging to 
the province, in the town of Boſton, that 
was proper for barracks; and they denied 
that the Manufactory-houſe was ſuch a build- 


ing. This was ſo notoriouſly contrary to 


truth, he ſays, that ſome gentlemen expreſſed 
their concern that it ſhould remain upon the 
minutes; 


the next following Council, zealoufly urged them to mea- 
ſures contrary to the ſaid act. It cannot be ſuppoſed 
the Governor was ignorant of the act. His duty on that 
occaſion in particular, required him to be acquainted with 
it; and it appears by his letter to Lord Hillſborough, of 
the 5th -of November, that he and Lieut. Governor Hut- 
chinſon held a conſultation together on his Lordſhip's 
letter to theGovernor, giving information of the coming of 
the troops, and requiring quarters to be provided for them, 
At ſuch a conſultation on the very affair of providing quar- 
ters, it ſeems highly improbable that the act of Parliament 
relative to quartering ſhould not occur to, and be conſulted 
by them; eſpecially as the ſaid act had been printed here, 
and inſerted in the province law-book ; which could nat 
de done without the knowledge and direction of the Go- 
vernor, The Governor's ignorance of the act muſt there- 
fore be only a pretended ignorance, which cannot be ac- 
counted for but by ſfuppoting he intended to over-reach 
the Council, and precipitate them into meaſures which he 
knew the act of Parliament would not warrant. When 
he failed in that, and found the Council as well acquainted 
with the act as himſelf, he then endeavoured to bring them 
to act knowingly and deliberately contrary to the ſaid act. 
—Such duplicity, ſuch a diſpoſition to over-reach, can 
never recommend him to his Majeſty, whoſe generoſity, 
candor, and princely virtues, it would have been his 
honour and wiſdom to have endeavoure! to imitate. 
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minutes; and to induce him to conſent to its 
being expunged, a motion was made and 
agreed to, relative to the Manufactory-houſe, 
whereupon he ordered the former anſwers to 
be expunged.”---It was to very little purpoſe 
to make this bargain with the Governor, 
which, it ſeems, Was done to ſave our cha- 
racter; as he has been the means of ſpread- 
ing the knowledge of it to the whole Britiſh 
legiſlature, and with that knowledge the in- 
famy his repreſentation tends to fix upon us. 
Tis true the Council denied, and ſtill deny 
that the Manufactory-houſe was proper to be 
ſtatedly uſed for barracks, though in that 
exigency they conſented it ſhould be im- 
hag for that purpoſe. It is capable of 

eing improved in that manner, and ſo is 
any other houſe ; but it is not proper that it 
ſhould be ſo improved, for many reaſons 
which it would be impertinent to offer 
to your Lordſhip. The concern therefore 
did not ariſe from our anſwer to the Go- 
vernor's queſtions. being notoriouſly contrary 
to truth, but from the impropriety of the 
queſtions, and the diſhonour they would re- 
tle& on the queſtioner, if entered upon the 
records. We ſhould not have troubled your 
Lordſhip with any obſervations on a buſineſs 
ſo trifling 1n itſelf, but it is rendered 1mpor- 
tant to us by the Governor's introducing it 
to traduce our moral character. | 

* The next thing to be done, ſays the Go- 
vernor, was to clear the Manufactory-Houſe: 


the 
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the preventing of which was a great object of 
the Sons of Liberty.“ But of this matter we 
ſhall take no farther notice than as it concerns 
a member of the Council, who is an overſeer 
of the poor, and as ſuch, with the other over- 
ſeers, has the overſight and direction of the 
workhouſe. For this purpoſe (of pre- 
venting the clearing the Manufactory-Houſe) 
when the report of the troops coming here 
was firſt confirmed, all kinds of people, ſays 
the Governor, were thruſt into this building ; 
and the workhouſe itſelf was opened; and the 
people confined there were permitted to go 
into the Manufactory-Houſe. This was ad- 
mitted (continues the Governor) to be true 
in Council, by one of the Board, who is an 
overſeer of the poor, and a principal therein,” 
This repreſentation is wholly without foun- 
dation, and was ſo far from being admitted 
to be true by the gentleman referred to, viz. 
Mr. Tyler, that he told the Governor when 
he mentioned it in Council, there was no 
truth in it ; and that he had been greatly im- 
poſed on by his informers. Therefore the 
Governor had no reaſon to ſay, in the wind- 
ing up of his ſtory about the Manufactory- 
Houſe, that thus this building belonging 
to the Government, and aſſigned by the Go- 
vernor and Council for his Majeſty's uſe, is 
kept filled with the outcaſt of the workhouſe, 
and the ſcum of the town, to prevent it's be- 
ing uſed for the accommodation of the King's 
troops.“ We beg leave to refer your Lord- 
thip 
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ſhip to the depoſition of Mr. Tyler and the 
other overſeers on this ſubject, herewith en- 
cloſed. 

The Governor next proceeds to narrate his 
negotiation with the juſtices on the ſubject 
of billeting; but their conduct it is their own 
buſineſs to juſtify, if they think proper. We 
ſhall only obſerve on this part of his letter, 
that he has thrown out ſeveral cenſures upon 
the Council without foundation, on ſome of 
which we ſhall preſently remark.- The Go- 
vernor concludes this letter by faying he has 
already ſhewn to your Lordſhip how the order 
of Council for the purpoſe of providing for 
the two regiments at Boſton, according to 
act of Parliament, was annulled and avoided 
in the origination of it: and that the Council 
have refuſed to make ſuch an order for pro- 
viding for the troops at Boſton, as has been 
made by them for the troops intended to 
be ſtationed at Caſtle-William. We have 
already given your Lordſhip an account 
of our proceedings in this matter, by which 
we perſuade ourſelves it will appear ta 
your Lordſhip, that the Council have done 
all that was in their power to do, without 
the aid of the General Aſſembly, which, 
from a clauſe in the Governor's letter, dated 
November 5, it appears probable he was at 
liberty to call. Suppoſing this to be the caſe, _ 
and whether it was ſo in facts, is well known 
to your Lordſhip, he ought rather to cenſure 
himſelf than the Council, for neglecting this 

meaſure 
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meaſure of effecting the thing; which mea- 
ſure he has been often ſolicited to go into. 
The Governor's letter of the th of No- 
vember is wholly taken up in cenſuring the 

conduct of the Council, with regard to the 
commiſſioners of the cuſtoms.---At a Ge- 
neral Council, held the 26th of October, he 
ſays, he © put a very embarraſſing queſtion 
to them, viz. Whether the commiſſioners. 
might return to the town and reſume their 
functions, with ſafety to themſelves and their 
officers ? If they anſwered, yea, they would 
be chargeable with adviſing the return of 
the Commiſſioners : if they ſaid, no, they 
would contradict all their aſſertions, that 
there was no occaſion for troops to ſupport 
the civil power.” a 

This very embarraſſing queſtion, my Lord, 
had no embarraſſment in it: for even on the 
{appoſition that what the Governor in one 
of his letters has ſaid be true, that the Coun- 
eil are always for humouring the people, 
they were however no way apprehenſive of 
being charged by them with adviſing the re- 
turn of the Commiſſioners, if they anſwered 
the queſtion in the affirmative: Nor have 
we any reaſon to think the Council have 
been ſo charged, notwithſtanding they did 
anſwer ſo. 

The Council did not apprehend themſelves 
obliged to give opinions; and their anſwer to 
ſuch a queſtion could be nothing more than 

an 
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an opinion, which the Governor implicitly 
acknowledges they were not held to give ; 
and though he altered the form of the queſ- 
tion, and it might be put, as he ſays, viz. 
«© Whether they would adviſe him to aſſure 
the commiſſioners, that they might return 
with.ſafety ?” The anſwer to it, which was 
given in the affirmative, amounts only to 
this, that he himſelf ſhould give his opinion 
to the commiſſionets, that they might return 
with ſafety : for his aſſuring them that they 
might return, though done in conſequence 
oi our advice, and our own aſſurance (if it 
had been added to it) would ſtill be only a 
matter of opinion. But the principal reaſon 
why ſo much time was ſpent in this affair, 
and in the other proceedings at that Coun- 
eil, the Governor might have found in him- 
ſelf---1n his own auſterity and incivility. 

The Governor has found great fault with 
the conduct of the Council towards the 
commiſſioners. © The virulence with which 
they have been treated, ſeems, he ſays, to be 
too violent to be the effect of publick zeal 
only, without the interference of private 
animoſity.” The Council, my Lord, even 
if they had been influenced by meer motives 
of reſentment, could juſtify all they have ei- 
ther ſaid or done, with regard to the com- 
miſſioners, who in divers of their letters to 
the Governor, which he laid before the Coun- 
cil, have treated the Council in a very un- 
becoming manner; one of which letters, in 
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the time of it, the Council would have ani- 
madverted on, but to prevent their doing 
themſelves juſtice, the Governor withdrew 
it. They have not, however, been actuated 
by reſentment or private animoſity, but by 
a regard for the town, and province: both 
which the commiſſioners, whatever they may 
. have done by their letters and memorials to 
Adminiſtration, have greatly abuſed by their 
. retiring (under the pretence of ſafety) on 
board one of his Majeſty's ſhips, and after- 
wards to the Caſtle : intending hereby that 
their memorials ſhould have the ſtronger ef- 
| fect. But, my Lord, their retiring was vo- 
. Juntary---they were not compelled to 1t--- 
they had never been attacked, and it 1s highly 
probable never would have been, unleſs they 
themſelves had firſt concerted the plan of 
the attack ;---and that they had concerted 
ſuch a plan ſeems probable, from their or- 
dering the ſeizure of the ſloop Liberty, on 
the 1oth of June, with ſuch circumſtances 
of violence, and at ſuch a time of day, as 
indicated a deſign to create a diſturbance, 
which accordingly happened ; and which, 
- though trifling in compariſon with what it 
has been repreſented, they improved as a 
plauſible reaſon, on which to juſtify their 
voluntary flight.---If this has been the con- 
duct of the commiſſioners, which there is 
too much reaſon to believe, is it wonderful, 
my Lord, the Council ſhould animadvert 
upon it? Or that they ſhould endeavour to 
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prevent the evil conſequences to the town 
and province, which it had a tendency to 
bring upon them, and which, in fact, it has 

brought ? 75 

This is the reaſon, my Lord, on which 
the proceedings of the Council, with regard 
to the commiſſioners, are grounded, and not 
any private animoſity, which is baſely ſug- 
geſted by Governor Bernard. 

Thoſe proceedings of the Council which 
firſt gave offence to the Governor, were on 
the 27th and 29th of july laſt, at which 
times the behaviour of the Governor to the 
Council was ſo extraordinary, that we beg 
your Lordſhip's indulgence to give ſome ac- 

count of it. 13 

On the 27th of July the Governor laid 
before the Council, with an injunction of 
ſecrecy, a paper relative to the riot in Boſton 
on the 1oth of June, to the proceedings in 
conſequence of it, and to an offer of troops 
from General Gage: in which paper were 
a very imperfect account of thoſs proceed- 
ings, and ſome unjuſt cenſures upon''the 
Council. c 

The Council thought it reaſonable they 
ſhould have time to place thoſe proceedings 
in a true light; and, by ſo doing, ſhow that 
they were unjuſtly cenſured. But notwith- 
ſtanding the reaſonableneſs of it, he refuſed 
it: and kept them the whole day 4. a 
ſnort interval for dinner) treating them in a 
moſt abuſive manner, and worrying them 
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for an immediate anſwer, But as he could 
not prevail, he adjourned the Couneil to the 
29th, when he had the anſwer, which, by the 
Votes of the Houſe of Commons, it appears 
the Governor has communicated - to your 
Lordſhip, | | 
With regard to the injunction of. ſecrecy, it 
vas objected, that from the tenor of the Coun- 
cellor's oath, and from the nature of the thing, 
the Governor had no right (excluſive of the 
Council) to lay any ſuch injunction; and 
beſides, as it was apprehended by people 
in general, that the calling of that Council 
was for the purpoſe of bringing troops into 
the province, it could anſwer no good end to 
keep the proceedings (which were againſt 
that meaſure) ſecret. But the Governor, 
in a manner inconſiſtent with decency, in- 
ſiſted on the injunction, and the affair was 
kept ſecret, to the great and unneceſſary un- 
eaſineſs of the community. The conduct of 
the Governor, as it is manifeſt there was a 
concerted plan between him and the com- 
miſſioners to introduce troops here, can be 
accounted for no other way than this, that he 
apprehended the publiſhing thoſe proceedings 
might poſſibly retard or prevent the ſending 
of the troops, which, we humbly conceive, it 
probably might, if thoſe proceedings, without 
the Governor's comments, could have reached 
- your Lordſhip before his Majeſty's orders had 
iſſued. | N 
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The ſending for troops has long been a 
favourite meaſure with the Governor, who 
has, however, appeared deſirous it ſhould be 
thought he has not ſent for troops, and has 
repeatedly ſaid ſo: but if he has taken care that 
the meaſures of others ſhould be effectual for 
that purpoſe, which we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, the effect is ſtill the ſame; and he be- 
comes chargeable with an unmanly diſſimu- 
lation. | 
The Governor, not content with cenſuring 
the Council for their conduct in Council, 
{ſteps beyond his line to beſtow his cenſures 
upon them : which he does in a very illiberal 
manner for their addreſſing General Gage. 
There are ſeveral very exceptionable things 


previous to his obſervations on the addreſs ; 


which was unanimous, notwithſtanding the 
Governor informs your Lordſhip that four re- 
Fuſed to ſign it: for theſe four were not pre- 
ſent when 1t was ſettled ; and three of them, 
who lived in the country, and whoſe buſineſs 
called them home, had never ſeen it. But 
with your Lordſhip's leave we will paſs over 
thoſe things and come to the obſervations : 
It is well known to your Lordſhip (ſays 
the Governor) that this kind of writing is 
deſigned for the people, and this is notorious 
in the preſent caſe,” We acknowledge, my 
Lord, that this addreſs was deſigned for the 
People the people of this province in gene- 
ral, and of the town of Boſton in particular, 
who, we had reaſon to think, had been groſly 
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vilified and abuſed by certain memorials and 
repreſentations, ſent from hence to Admini- 
ſtration at home, particularly with regard to 
what have been called the riots in Boſton, 
on the 18th of March, and 1oth of June, 
1768: and for the good of this people it 
was our indiſpenſable duty to endeavour 
to place thoſe proceedings, with the cauſe 
of them, in a juſt light; and in this way 
to abate the reſentment ſuch memorials 
and repreſentations had a tendency to ex- 
cite againſt the town and province: and with 
this view, and to prevent a further acceſſion 
of troops, the addreſs to the General was un- 
dertaken and determined on; and with no 
deſign to abuſe the commiſſioners (who are 
mentioned but incidentally) notwithſtanding 
Governor Bernard aſſures your Lordſhip this 
was our principal deſign. His other obſer- 
vations therefore, which are built upon this 
ſuppoſition, are ** like the baſeleſs fabric of a 
Alen ;” and which, that we may avoid retort- 
ing his unjuſt reflections, and eſpecially that 
we may not give your Lordſhip any unneceſ- 
ſary trouble, we ſhall take no farther notice 
of. Now we have had occaſion to mention the 
riot of the 1oth of June, we cannot refrain 
mentioning one circumitance concerning it, 
which is, that the morning after it happened 
being Saturday, the Governor, with the ad- 
vice of the Council, appointed a committee, 
of ſuch Members of the Board as were quali- 
fied to act as juſtices of the peace 1n the Og, 
O | 
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of Suffolk, to make enquiry into the particu- 
lar facts as ſoon as may be, and report to the 
Governor in Council, that ſo they might take 

per meaſures on {o intereſting an occa- 
Ron and the Governor deſired the committee 
to meet him on Monday morning, in order, 
with him, to proceed on the enquiry : but on 
that morning, inſtead of proceeding on the en- 
quiry, he poſtponed it, as appears by the 
Council minutes, and never after reſumed it. 
'This feemed ſtrange in the time of it; but the 
reaſon appears more clearly fince our ſeeing the 
printed Votes of the Houſe of Commons, where- 
in, among the papers on American affairs, 
laid before that Houſe, there are mentioned 
depoſitions relative to ſaid riot, encloſed to 
your Lordſhip in Governor Bernard's letter 
dated June 14, 1768, and mentioned in the 
ſaid Votes. 

Now, my Lord, is it any way uncharitable to 
ſuppoſe the Governor poſtponed the enquiry 
with the ſaid juſtices, in order that there might 
be no contradiction between the depoſitions 
that might have been thus jointly taken, and 
ſuch as he had encloſed to your Lordſhip ? 
Was it not more likely, my Lord, that a true 
ſtate of the facts might have been brought 
forth, by ſuch a joint enquiry, than by a ſeparate 
one? On the one hand, it might be ſaid, the 
Juſtices, without the Governor, would be moſt 
inquiſitive after facts and circumſtances, that 
would place the delinquents in the moſt favour- 
able light; and on the other hand, that the 

Go- 
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Governor might run into the contrary extreme, 
which would place them in the worſt light; 
and if this ſhould be thought probable on both 
hands, from both of them conjunctly, the 
exact ſtate of facts might have been expected. 
It is therefore greatly to be regretted, and ar- 
gues a diſpoſition and deſign in the Governor 
to repreſent things in the worſt light, that 
he poſtponed, and never after reſumed the en- 
quiry : and the repreſentations, contained in 
authenticated copies of his fix letters tranſ- 
mitted to us, are a demonſtration of ſuch a 
diſpoſition, and of a diſpoſition, under pretence 
of magnifying the King's power, to make his 
own arbitrary and uncontrolable. 

In the Governor's letter of the 12th of 
November, he reports to your Lordſhip how 
he proceeded in admoniſhing the juſtices ; 
and expreſſes his diſpleaſure, that the Coun- 
cil would not a& with him in this bufineſs ; 
nor adviſe to any method of enforcing the 
order contained in your Lordſhip's letter ; 
and that he could make nothing of them 
but paſſive aſſociates. The Council my Lord, 
apprehended it highly proper, that before 
the juſtices were centured, they ſhould be 
informed of the charges againſt them, and 
heard in their defence. And becauſe the 
Council defired to be excuſed acting in this 
buſineſs before ſuch information and hear- 
ing, they are thus moſt groſſly abuſed, and 
miſrepreſented by the Governor. He inſi- 
nuates that the Council impeached the truth 
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and juſtice of your Lordſhip's letter, both 
of which, he ſays, he obſerved to them were 
founded on notorious facts. This charge 
they deny. They might doubt, and had great 
reaſon to doubt the facts on which your 
Lordſhip's letter was founded, and which 
were repreſented by the Governor, without 
impeaching your Lordſhip's truth or juſtice. 

In the courſe of the two laſt conferences 
with the Council, © he had an opportunity, 
he ſays, to obſerve upon and lament the ſer- 
vility, in regard to the people, with which 
the buſineſs of the Council was now done 
in compariſon with what uſed to be.. 

Whatever character former Councils may 
have been of, the preſent Council humbly 
truſt, my Lord, that ſuch an unworthy one as 
this, does not belong to them ; but if it 
ſhould, they will not add to the indignity of 
it by any act of ſervility to his Excellency.--- 
The Governor would prove the ſervility of 
the Council by ſaying, „that one gentle- 
man ſaid, he did not enter the Council 
Chamber with that free mind he uſed to 
have; but as he liked to be concerned in 
public buſineſs, he muſt be content to hold 
his place upon ſuch terms as he could.” A 
gentleman of the Council has divers times 
ſaid that he did not enter the Council Cham- 
ber with the fame pleaſure he uſed to, and 
the reaſon he aſſigned was the angry diſputes 
which had ſubliſted for ſome time be- 
tween the Governor and the Council : he has 
likewiſe ſaid he liked to be concerned in pub- 

lic 
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lic buſineſs : but he abſolutely denies his ſay- 
ing, and there's no one of the Council re- 
members he ever ſaid, that he muſt be con- 
tent to hold his place upon ſuch terms as he 
could ; or any thing tending to convey ſuch 
an idea. This is the whole matter upon 
which the Governor builds the infamous 
character he has given of the Council to your 
Lordſhip. Theſe anecdotes, which the Go- 
vernor calls trifling, are really ſo in them- 
ſelves; and not only trifling, but (as he re- 
preſents them) untrue, and diſcover great 
malignity towards the Council, not only as a 
body, but as individuals. Though the anec- 
dotes are trifling in themſelves, they are not 
ſo with regard to the purpoſe he intended 
they ſhould anſwer : for if the Council be 
ſuch ſervile wretches as he has repreſented 
them to your Lord{hip---if they would be 
content to hold their places upon ſuch terms 
as they can---it is high time, my Lord, they 
ſhould be removed: and if a ſeat at the 
Council Board, under the preſent form of go- 
vernment, can be held by no other tenure, it 
is become quite neceſſary (as the Governor 
obſerves) ©* that the King ſhould have the 
Council Chamber in his own hands.” 

The Governor's next letter to your Lord- 
ſhip is dated November 14, in which he con- 
fiders that part of his orders which relates to 
the reforming the Bench of juſtices : in which 
letter, as in all the reſt, he is very liberal in 
his abuſes of the Council“ they make, he 
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ſays, the humouring of the people their chief 
object the majority of the Council has avow- 
ed (indirectly at leaſt) the fame principles, and 
now appear to act in concert with that party 
from whence the oppoſition to Parliament 
originated. They are the creatures of 
the people, and will never join with the Go- 
vernor in cenſuring the overflowings of li- 
berty,” &c. But we ſhall paſs them as un- 
deſerving further notice. 

There are ſeveral other things in this letter, 
worthy of remark, which we beg leave here 
to mention. | 

« It isa ue defect, he ſays, in this go- 
vernment, that the King has no power. over 
the commiſſions, which are granted in his 
name and under his ſeal.” 

But if this be a defect, there's a ſimilar 
defect in the government of England, with 
regard to ſimilar commiſſions. But your 
Lordſhip is ſenſible, this is ſo far from being 
a defect with reſpect to ſome commiſſions, 
particularly thoſe of the judges in England, 
that the King having no power over them, is 
eſteemed the ſtrongeſt ſecurity to the liberties 
and property of the ſubject. The removal 
of the pretended defect here, would put all 
the judges, juſtices, and other civil officers 
under the power of a Governor, whoſe power 
already, if a good Governor, is apprehended 
to be ſufficiently extenſive; and if an arbi- 
trary and oppreſſive one, much too extenſive. 
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The Governor next attempts to prove that 
there is ſuch a defect in this government: 
but his argument is cloudy and wholly in- 
concluſive. He obſerves in it, the Council 
of this province is as much out of the con- 
troul of the King, as the Houſe of Repre- 
ſentatives is.” But this is a very great miſ- 
take, as his Majeſty's Governor has a nega- 
tive annually upon the choice of every mem- 
ber of the Council ; and has none at all upon 
the Repreſentatives. It is alſo a miſtake in 
him to ſay, that when the Governor has once 
ſet the King's ſeal to a commiſſion, it is for 
ever out of the hands of the Crown; and the 
perſon who has obtained it may thenceforth 
defy the King, oppoſe his laws, and inſult his 
government, and be in no danger of loſing his 
commiſſion : for, as the Governor himſelf 
adds, the Governor with the advice of the 
Council can ſuperſede him. But * if he acts 
in a popular cauſe, the Council, who are 
themſelves the creatures of the people, will 
never join with the Governor in cenſuring the 
overflowings of liberty.” The Council, my 
Lord, are no more the creatures of the people 
than of the Governor, as his approbation of 
the election is neceſſary to their exiſtence z 
and they are much more likely to be under the 
influence of a Governor than of the people; 
and therefore much more likely to join with 
him in cenſuring the overflowings of liberty, 
than the contrary. But, my Lord, at the 
worſt, ſuppoſing ſuch a magiſtrate ſhould 
eſcape 
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eſcape cenſure through the fault of the Coun- 
cil, would it not be better that an inſtance of 
that ſort ſhould now and then happen, than 
that a Governor a thouſand leagues diſtant 
from the throne, ſhould be entruſted with a 
power ſo exorbitant and uncontroulable, as 
Governor Bernard is endeavouring to acquire, 
but which, we humbly hope, our gracious 
Sovercign will never entruſt either with him 
or any of his ſucceſſors. 

This exorbitant power Mr. Bernard is for 
extending to all the Governors in his Ma- 
jeſty's colonies, and propoſes, or rather dic- 
tates, that it ſhould be done by a general act 
of Parliament, veſting ſuch a power in the 
Crown. But “ it will not be neceſſary, he 
ſays, that ſuch an act ſhould be general. It 
is more wanted in this Government than in 
all the other together : and even here the de- 
fect will be cured by a Royal Council.” This 
is the leaſt, my Lord, that will content him. 
But we humbly truſt in his Majeſty's good- 
neſs, that the charter of the province, with 
all the rights and privileges, granted by it to 
this people, will be continued to them, not- 
withſtanding the machinations of Governor 
Bernard, and all other enemies of the conſti- 
tution. 

The Governor's letter of the zoth of No- 
vember being wholly relative to the converſa- 
tion between the Governor and Mr. Bowdoin, 
on the prayer of the Council's petition to his 
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Majeſty, Mr. Bowdoin will have the honour 

of writing to your Lordſhip on that ſubject. 
The Governor's letter of the 5th of Decem- 
ber, relative to the Council's petitions to the 
two Houſes of Parliament, is principally de- 
ſigned to fruſtrate them ; to give your Lord- 
ſhip a wrong idea of many of the circum- 
ſtances attending the agreeing on them ; and 
to let you know that the Council 1s brought 
under ſuch awe of their conſtituents, by 
the frequent removal of the friends of Go- 
vernment, as that there is very little exerciſe 
for private judgment in popular queſtions.--- 
We thought, till the receipt of this letter of 
his, that the whole of our conduct in this 
matter, at leaſt, was in no inſtance excepted 
to by him: but we have found ourſelves miſ- 
taken. There is nothing in this letter very 
material, and therefore without taking fur- 
ther notice of 1t, we beg leave to give your 
Lordſhip ſome account of the origination of 
thoſe petitions. Your Lordſhip will therefore 
pleaſe to be informed, That at the laſt ſitting 
of the General Court, the Council thought it 
neceſſary to petition his Majeſty and both 
Houſes of Parliament, on the ſubject of the 
acts of Parliament for raiſing a revenue from 
the colonies, and divers times conſidered it. 
As it was apprehended the ſeſſion would be 
a long one, on account of the ſettlement of 
the valuation of eſtates through the province, 
the Council did not appoint a committee to 
prepare the petitions, before the Governor 
commu- 
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communicated, on the 24th of June, the latter 
art of your Lordſhip's letter, ſignifying his 
Majeſty's pleaſure, relative to the diſſolution of 
the General Court. The Committee reported 
the draft of the petition to the King on the 
29th, when it ſeems the Governor had deter- 
mined to prorogue the Court. | 
The petition had been read, and was under 
conſideration, when the meſſage to the Go- 
vernor from the Houſe, in anſwer to the re- 
quiſition for reſcinding certain reſolves, inter- 
rupted the proceeding in it: but after re- 
ceiving the ſaid meſſage, the Governor would 
not ſuffer it to be reſumed, though earneſtly 
requeſted, and without any neceſſity imme- 
diately prorogued the Court, which n 
the Council petitioning in their legiſlative ca- 
pacity: in which capacity the Governor 
could not diſpute the Council's right to peti- 
tion independent of him. They thought it 
very unkind and very unjuſt, that he would 
not ſuffer them to compleat their petitions, 
which might have been done the next day; 
and they cannot account for that very haſty 
and abrupt prorogation, but by ſuppoſing it 
proceeded from an intention to prevent or 
fruſtrate the ſaid petitions, and to ſtop a re- 
monſtrance to his Majeſty againſt him, which 
was then debating in the Houſe of Repreſen- 
tatives. With regard tu the faid petitions, 
immediately after the prorogation, it was 
moved in Council to proceed upon them; 
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but the Governor interpoſed, and inſiſted that 
the Council had no right to do it without him. 
A Committee, after much altercation, was 
finally, with his conſent, appointed to pre- 
pare a petition to the King and the King only, 
the Governor inſiſting that the Committee 
ſhould not be authorized to prepare petitions 
to the Lords and Commons: which ſhewed 
his intention to prevent the petitions to the 
two Houſes of Parliament: and in regard to 
the petition to his Majeſty, it has been appre- 
ben! he deſigned to fruſtrate that. 

This laſt- mentioned petition, at the Coun- 
cil's deſire, was by the Governor, in whom 
they then thought they could place ſome 
confidence, tranſmitted to your Lordſhip, 
with their humble requeſt, that your Lord- 
ſhip would lay it before his Majeſty. In 
the prayer of it a word is uſed, which the 
Governor is apprehended to have laid hold 
on, to draw a ſenſe very different from what 
he knew the Council intended; and that ac- 
cordingly in writing to your Lordſhip he 
introduced the prayer of it in ſuch a manner, 
as to make 1t ſeem that the Council intended 
to petition againſt the revenue-money being 
drawn, or ſent from America, rather than 
for the repeal of the revenue acts. But 
however this may be, (about which we are 
not yet ſatisfied, notwithſtanding the Go- 
vernor is pleaſed to ſay we are) it occaſioned 
our . petitions to the two Houſes of Par- 
lament, in which, that we might not be 
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miſapprehended from any reaſonings of the 
Governor on the prayer of our petition to 
his Majeſty, we have prayed for the repeal of 
thoſe acts in the moſt explicit manner. 
With regard to the Council's petition 
tranſmitted to your Lordſhip by the Go- 
vernor, we take this occaſion to thank your 
Lordſhip for laying it before his Majeſty. 
And now, my Lord, having given your 
Lordſhip a general account of the Council's 
proceedings, in which they have acted (in 
a manner his Majeſty expects they ſhould 
act) agreeable to their oaths and conſci- 
ences, and with an unremitting regard to 
his ſervice, honor and government, they 
humbly beg leave to expreſs their deep ſor- 
row and diſtreſs on account of his Majeſty's 
diſpleaſure, which the town and province at 
preſent experience. | | 
The diſſolution of the General Court--- 
the ſhips of war ſtationed here---troops in 
poſſeſſion of the town---the precautions ta- 
bi to prevent any intelligence coming hi- 
ther of the embarking of the troops from 
Halifax, and the circumſtances attending 
their landing here, as if in an enemy's coun- 
try---all indicate the frowns and diſpleaſure 
of his Majefty. | 
We donot yet certainly know all the means 
by which this has happened : nor do we 
yet certainly know all our accuſers. But we 
apprehend the repreſentations and memorals, 
that have been made by Governor ks” 
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the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, and ſame 
other perſons, concerning the diforders and 
riotous proceedings, which P in the 
town of Boſton, in March and June 1768, 
have brought upon them that misfortune. 
What happened in March was of no conſide- 
ration, and it muſt indicate a great degree of 
malevolence to repreſent it to the diſad- 
vantage of the town. | 

What happened on the roth of June, 
though highly unwarrantable and unjuſtifia- 
ble, was attended with circumſtances, that 


make it probable a riot was planned, and 
hoped for, by ſome of thoſe perſons, who 


moſt exclaimed againſt it, and have made it 
the ſubject of thoſe memorials and repreſen- 
tations, But for a fuller detail of thoſe diſ- 
orders, and the apprehended occaſion of them, 
we beg leave to refer your Lordſhip to the 
proceedings of the Council on the 29th of 
July laſt, and to their addreſs to General 
Gage of the 27th of October, both which 
have been communicated to your Lordſhip 
by the Governor, and which we humbly 
hope, notwithſtanding they were accompa- 
nied with his animadverfions, have induced 
his Majeſty to look upon the town of Boſton, 
in a more favourable light than the authors 
of the aforeſaid memorials and repreſenta- 
tions are defirous he ſhould. 

Upon the whole, my Lord, we are con- 
ſtrained to ſay that Governor Bernard's great 
aim (as evidently appears by his letters) is 
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the deſtruction of our conſtitution, derived 
to us by charter, and as Engliſhmen ; and 
that in his letters to your Lordſhip, he hath 
ſtuck at nothing to effect this purpoſe. . A 
conſtitution, dearly purchaſed by our anceſ- 
tors, and dear to us, and which we Perſuade 
ourſelves will be continued to us notwith- 
ſtanding the repreſentations in his letters ; the 
truth of which depends ſolely upon his own 
averment. | 

The moſt material things charg'd upon the 
Council are, their not doing their duty with 
reſpect to the providing quarters for the 
King's troops poſted at Boſton: and a gene- 
ral omiſſion of duty, ariſing from their ſer- 
vility to the populace, the pleaſing of whom 
hath, according to his repreſentation, been 
the rule of their conduct both without foun- 
dation or even colour of truth. | 

With regard to the firſt, in addition to 
what has been already obſerved, we beg leave 
further to remark, that ſuch hath been the 
zeal of his Majeſty's Council for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, that they have always done 
every thing within their power to promote 
it; and have even exceeded the authority 
given them by the act for puniſhing mu- 
tiny and deſertion. About the beginning of 
the late war, when there arrived a number 
of his Majeſty's troops in the harbour of 
Boſton, immediately and without the leaſt 
heſitation, the barracks at Caſtle William 
(within the townſhip of Boſton and but 
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three miles from the center of the town) 
were built by the province for the accommo- 
dation of the King's troops ; and were in the 
judgment of Sir Jeffery Amherſt, when here, 
the beſt and moiſt commodious of any in 
North America. Theſe were by the Gover- 
nor and Council provided with neceſſaries for 
thoſe troops, and furniſhed with every thing 
that by act of parliament was required, and 
even beyond its demands ; and the like pro- 
viſion has been made divers times ſince, as 
troops have occaſionally arrived here. And 
now again, upon the news that his Majeſty 
had ordered troops hither, the Governor and 
Council directed the Provincial Commiſſa 
General, that the barracks aforeſaid ſhould 
be put into proper order for their reception; 
and that barrack utenſils, &c. ſhould be pro- 
vided with the utmoſt expedition, which was 
done accordingly, Theſe are facts that no 
one can deny. But it has been ſaid, that the 
Council did not exert themſelves for the pro- 
viſion of the troops in Boſton ; to which it 
is anſwered, that if they did every thing 
that by the act of parliament laſt made they 
were obliged to, or might do, ſurely they did 
their duty; and are not to be blamed : this 
was the caſe; nor did they omit any thing 
within their department. By the preamble 
of the act it appears plainly, that the pub- 
lic houſes and barracks are firſt to be filled; 
and by the firſt enacting clauſe, the conſtables, 
tythingmen, &c. are required to 3 ans 
et 
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billet the ſoldiers, and in their abſence: or 
default a juſtice of the peace 1s to do it, they 
and no others : conſequently if the Council 
had quartered any ſoldiers at any place, even 
in inns or livery ſtables, againſt the mind 
of the owner, he could maintain treſpaſs ; 
and no order of Governor and Council could 
have defeated the action. But in caſe there 
ſhould not be ſufficient room for the officers 
and ſoldiers in ſuch barracks, inns, &c. that 
in ſuch, and in no other cafe, and upon no 
other account, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
the Governor and Council to order quarters ; 
from whence it clearly appears, the Council 
exceeded their authority in favour of his 
Majeſty's troops, rather than otherwiſe. Is 
it not manifeſt, my Lord, that the Governor 
and Council had no right to meddle in the 
affair of quartering aforeſaid, excepting it was 
for the reſidue of ſuch officers and ſoldiers 
for whom there might not be room in ſuch 
barracks, inns, and public places; then, and 
in that caſe, and upon that account, and in 
no other caſe, had the Governor and Coun- 
cil any right, power, or authority to give or- 
ders touching the quartering the ſaid reſi- 
due: but this never took place, none were 
quartered as directed by ſaid act, ſaving 
thoſe at the barracks at Caſtle William. This 
is the true conſtruction of the act of parlia- 
ment, which is a penal ſtatute; and every 
penal ſtatute is to be conſtrued ſtrictly. It 
never was in the intention of the Council to 

evade 
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evade the act in the leaſt meaſure, or to give 
it ſuch a conſtruction as would render it of 
no effect in: this province, notwithſtanding 
what the Governor hath moſt injuriouſly ſug- 
geſted to the contrary. This act reſpects his 
Majeſty's troops, either when at winter quar- 
ters, or when upon their march, or both; it 
is not to be imagined that the parliament of 
Great Britain when they made this act, had 
in contemplation that there would be a great 
number of the King's troops ſent to the plan- 
tations to keep the King's peace there, which 
the troops have no authority to do, ſimply 
conſidered as the King's troops, but only as part 
of the Poſſe Comitatus under the direction 
of the civil magiſtrate: but whether this was 
the intention of parliament or not, the King 
has a right to ſend his troops where he in his 
great wiſdom ſhall think beſt; and to reſiſt 
the King's troops in their landing, on their 
march, or at quarters, is rebellion and high 
treaſon ; and it would be very unbecomin 
his Majeſty s council not to give them all that 
aſſiſtance they were commanded by law to 
give them. 

The ſentiment of the Council is this, that 
when the troops are at quarters in the ſame 
town where there are good barracks provided, 
theſe muſt be filled firſt. But the Council 
never were {ſo abſurd as to conſtrue the act, 
that when the King's troops were upon the 
march a hundred — from ſuch barracks, 
no proviſion ſhould be made for them on their 
march : 
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march : in ſuch caſe, my Lord, the fame pros 
viſion ought to be and wool be made for - 
them as if no barracks had been 1n the pro- 
vince. 

As to the omiſſion of duty, particularly 
with regard to the ſuppreſſing riots, mobs, 
diſorders or the like, the Council can with 
truth ſay, it is not in the Governor's power 
to give one inſtance, wherein they have not 
exerted themſelves to the utmoſt to ſuppreſs 
them. In proof of their having done ſo, they 
can appeal to their anſwer to the Governor, 
relative to a libel publiſhed againſt him; to 
the proclamations they have advifed him to 
iffue ; to the orders they have given the At- 
torney-General to profecute thoſe who have 
been rioters, or otherwiſe, difturbers of the 
peace ; and to the rewards offered to induce 
perſons to bring them to juſtice. The Go- 
vernor never laid any thing of this nature be- 
fore the Council, wherein they werenot as fond. 
of having thc tranſgreſſors brought to condign 
punithment, as the Governor himſelf; and of 
taking every legal meaſure to effect it. 

Nor do we know an inſtance of any magiſ- 
trate being complained of before the Governor 
and Council, but the Council carried their 
reſentments as high againſt him as the Go- 
vernor, and ſome of them much higher: 
Why then ſhould the tenure of ſuch officers 
commiſſions depend on the will of the Go- 
vernor ! which is what he greatly deſires; and 
which will be the caſe, ſhould he ſucceed in 


his 
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his deſire. Such a dependance is quite con- 
trary to the tenure by which the judges in 
England, before the acceſſion of his preſent 
Majeſty, held their commiſſions ; and much 
more ſo now, ſince their commiſſions continue 
in force notwithſtanding the demiſe of the 
King. If there has been no inſtance ſince 
the charter of a difference in ſentiment be- 
tween the Governor and Council, to the pre- 
ſent time, relative to the diſplacing or ſuper- 
ceding any civil officer, (and we don't know 
of one) what foundation can there be for the 
Governor's complaint, and the repreſentations 
He has given, but what ariſes more from an 
unjuſt and ungrateful prejudiceagainſtthe pro- 
vince, than a real regard to the King's autho- 
rity ? How he could write to your Lordſhip, 
that his informations to you were founded on 
the ſtricteſt truth and candour, is truly ſur- 
priſing; and to declare, as he has divers times 
done, that he never wrote to the prejudice of 
this country, ſhews what credit his letters de- 
ſerve. If the Governor knows there are per- 
ſons in the magiſtracy that have acted a part 
unworthy or inconſiſtent with their office, 
was he not, in duty to his Majeſty, bound to 
exhibit a complaint againſt ſuch to the Coun- 
ci]? and when he ſhould obſerve any failure 
on the part of the Council to remove ſuch 
perſons, it would have been early enough for 
the Governor to repreſent the Council in the. 
unkind and unjuſt light he hath done. It 
hath been the happinels of his Majeſty's Bong 

M cul, 


( 84 ) 


_ cil, from the grant of the charter till lately, to 


be on the beſt terms with the King's Repre- 
ſentative. There have indeed been frequent 
diſputes between the Governor and the Houſe 
of Repreſentatives, but never (that we know 
of) between the Governor and the Council, 
till now. That it is ſo at this day, is our un- 
happineſs, not our crime. Never was there 
a Council that have borne ſo much from a Go- 
vernor, as the preſent Council have borne from 

Governor Bernard. How often have they 
been threatened by him, that in caſe they 
would not come into his meaſures, he would 


lay their conduct before the miniſtry ? How 


often hath he demanded anſwers to his queſ- 
tions immediately, purely to enſnare them, 
without allowing them time to confider the 
ſubject, or to aſſign the reaſons of their an- 


ſwers ? In how many inſtances has he de- 


manded the advice of the Council on their 
oaths, relative to matters of no public con- 
cern, and altogether foreign to the true in- 
tention of their oaths as councellors, and on 


which they were not obliged by their oath 


of othce to give their advice, or to make any 


anſwer? How often has he, upon aſking ad- 
vice, refuſed receiving it, becauſe it did not 


ſuit him? And though nothing can be more 
abſurd than to aſk advice, and tell the per- 


ſons of whom it is aſked, that it muſt be in 
this or the other manner, (in which calc it is 
the advice of the perſon aſking advice, and not 


the 
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the advice of them from whom it is aſked) | 


yet this has been very much his | pare OM 
How kind and juſt would it have been in 
Governor Bernard, to let the Council have 


reviouſly known the ſeveral articles of his 


intended complaint againſt them, and of his 
purpoſe (as far as in him lay) to bring about 
the moſt eſſential and fundamental alterations 
in the conſtitution of this government, that 
they might have had opportunity of anſwer- 
ing for themſelves and their country; and not 
be condemned (as he intended they ſhould 
be) unheard; eſpecially at a time when there 
was no Houſe of Repreſentatives to defend the 
province. Had he been, what his ſtation re- 
quired him to be, the father of this people, 
he would have done it; and by ſo doing have 


had the applauſe of the King his Royal 


Maſter, who delights in nothing ſo much as 
in doing juſtice himſelf, and ſeeing all in au- 
thority under him, imitating his Royal ex- 
—_ | | . 
It is plain, my Lord, that the people of this 
province, of all ranks, orders and conditions, 
(with but few exceptions) have loſt all confi- 
dence in Governor Bernard, and he in them: 
Wherefore, from the higheſt ſenſe of duty to 
his Majeſty, (whoſe honour and intereſt is 
very near our hearts) and from a juſt regard 
to this province, and to all the colonies and 
provinces on this continent, we moſt humbly 
ſubmit to your Lordſhip, whether his Maje- 
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ſty's ſervice can be carried on with advantage 
during his adminiſtration. 
Me have the honour to be, with the moſt 
perfect regard, my Lord, your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervants, 


Samuel Danforth | Harriſon Gray 
T/aac Royall James Ruſſell 
Jobn Erving Royall Tyler 
William Brattle James Pitts 
James Bowdoin | Samuel Dexter, 


Thomas Hubbard 5 
The major part of the Council. * 


Such Members of the Council as live in the country, 
and have not ſigned this letter, were too remote from Boſ- 
ton to attend with convenience on this occaſion : and 
the veſſel which carried the ſaid letter, being to ſail within 
a few days after the copies of the Governor's foregoing 


letters were received, it was impoſlible for ſame of them 
to attend, 


— — 


— 


Mr. Bowdoin's LETTER to Lord Hillſborough. 


Boſton, April 51, 1769. 
8 2. $1, 1769 
& Ki E occaſion of my addrefling your 

Lordſhip, proceeds from a letter of 
Governor Bernard to your Lordſhip, dated 
the zoth of November laſt : a copy of which, 
with copies of other letters of the Go- 
vernor, has been ſent to the Council of this 
province. WT, | 4 

mel of 
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Of this letter, my Lord, as it wholly re- 
lates to a converſation between the Gover- 
nor and myſelf, and to what happened in 
conſequence of it, the Council have taken 
no farther notice, in their letter to your 
Lordſhip of this date, than to refer to what 
I have now the honour of writing to you on 
the ſubject of that converſation. The Coun- 
cil's petition to his Majeſty, which the Go- 
vernor encloſed to you in his letter of the 
16th of July, was the ſubject : and what 
paſſed upon it I beg leave, at the deſire of 
the Council, to inform you. But to make 
it intelligible, it is needful to quote here 
part of the prayer of the petition, viz.--- 
And if it ſhould appear to your Majeſty, 
that it is not for the benefit of Great Britain 
and her colonies, that any revenue ſhould 
be drawn from the colomes, we humbly im- 
plore your Majeſty's gracious recommenda- 
tion to parliament, that your American ſub- 
jects may be relieved from the operation of 
the ſeveral acts made for. that purpoſe, in 
ſuch manner as to the wiſdom of your Ma- 

jeſty and parliament may ſeem proper.” 
The deſign of the Council, my Lord, and it 
appears by the general tenor of the petition, 
and by the above- cited clauſe, their deſign was, 
to implore his Majeſty's recommendation to 
N that his American ſubjects might 
e wholly relieved from the ſeveral acts of 
parliament made for the purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue from them; or that the ſaid acts 
FT might 
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might be 1 this deſign might 
be more effectually anfwered, the Council, 
confiding in the governor, deſired him to 
tranſmit to your Lordſhip the ſaid Petition; 
and to uſe his influence that the prayer of it 
might be granted. He tranſmitted it ac- 
cordingly, together with a letter to you, in 
which, from the converſation referred to, I 
was induced to think the Governor had en- 
deavoured to give a ſenſe to the above-cited 
clauſe, very different from what he knew 
was the intention of the Council ; and from 
the ſenſe, which the words themſelves, taken 
all together, in common conſtruction con- 
vey. 

. the word drawn, in the ſaid clauſe, 
I was led to think, he had drawn this con- 
ſtruction of 1t, that the Council acquieſcing 
in the faid acts of parliament meant nothing 
more by the ſaid clauſe, than to deſire that 
whatever money might be raiſed in the co- 
lonies, by virtue of the ſaid acts, might not 
be drawn from, or ſent out of the colonies ; 
but that the whole of it might be expended 
in them. ** You meant, ſaid the Governor 
(ſpeaking to me concerning the Council's 
petition at the College, where the converſa- 
tion was had) by revenue drawn from the 
colonies, revenue raiſed in them, But how- 
ever, ſaid he, I have taken your mean- 
ing to be, that you deſire that none of 
the revenue money may be ſent away out of 
Ametica : and accordingly I have wrote to 


the 
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Ape Secretary of State, repreſenting the in- 
expediency of ordering any of the American 
revenue to be ſent out of America: and you 
may e ace it will not be done; for his Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice in America will require more 
money than that revenue can ſupply.“ 
Thus far, my Lord, the ſubject could give 
me no occaſion to ſuppoſe (what the Gover- 
nor appears very deſirous ould be ſuppo- 
ſed) that what he faid was in joke”--- 
«« There is money in the revenue cheſt, con- 
tinued the Governor, and I hope 'it will be 
ordered out ſoon ; and that I ſhall have ſome 
of it.“ Here indeed there might have been 
room for ſome pleaſantry: but the Gover- 
nor appeared to mean what he ſaid. 

This, my Lord, is the ſubſtance of what 
paſſed.---I was aſtoniſhed at his endeavour- 
ing to pervert the intention and meaning of 
the petition : and ſeveral gentlemen of the 
Council, to whom I mentioned this conver- 
ſation on the ſame day, were no leſs aſto- 
niſhed at it too: and it was thought, if he 
had done ſo, he had not only betrayed the 
truſt repoſed in him by the Council, and by 
ſo doing abuſed the province, but at the 
ſame time had endeavoured to impoſe upon 
your Lordſhip ; and through your Lordſmp, 
upon his Majeſty. 

Soon after the Commencement July 2oth, 
on which day the converſation happened, a 
number of the Council met together to con- 
Ader about petitioning the two houſes of 


par- 
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parliament: principally with a view of pre- 
venting the Council's petition to his Maje- 
ſty being miſunderſtood: but as there was 
time enough before them, they poſtponed it, 
and afterwards in November proceeded upon 
it, and forwarded to Mr. Bollan two petiti- 
ons to the Lords and Commons for that 
purpoſe. | 

I will now proceed, with the leave of your 
Lordſhip, to take notice of the Governor's 
letter: in which, informing your Lordſhip 
of the converſation with him, whereb 
« juſtified” what he 1s pleaſed to call my 
« charge againſt him,” he ſays I mentioned 
«« ſomething which explained the whole; and 
ſhewed, thatwhat he ſaid upon that occaſion, 
was entirely in joke. And this was confir- 
med by a councellor.” 

What the Governor did ſay, my Lord, I 
have repreſented above: to the truth of 
which I ſhall be ready to teſtify whenever 
your Lordſhip, or the Governor ſhall deſire 
it. In the mean time, as I would not trou- 
ble you with any unneceſſary obſervations, 
I ſhall leave it to your Lordſhip to determine, 
whether 1t can be inferred from the account 
above given, that what he ſaid, was ſaid in 
joke.“ | | 
But “ this was confirmed, ſays the Gover- 
nor, by a councellor.”---What paſſed, my 
Lord, was between the Governor and my- 
ſelf; and could not be heard by any one 
elſe. What this Gentleman (the councellor) 
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faid was, that the Governor talked very faz 
cetiouſly, or joked about a large ſalary he 
expected to receive out of the American re- 
venue, But even this was on a different part 
of the day, and at that gentleman's houſe, 
where I was not preſent : and no way rela- 
ted to the Governor's converſation with me; 
nor to his giving to your Lordſhip a mean- 
ing to the Council's petition different from 
their own. It is neceſſary then he ſhould 
roduce ſome further evidence, to prove 
te that what he ſaid to me (mentioned above) 

was intirely in joke. | 
The Governor ſays, his letter in queſtion; 
dated July 16th, he had copied: and that 
the three or four gentlemen to whom he 
communicated it, © were greatly ſurprized 
to find it ſo clear of my charge.”---This 
charge, my Lord, whether true or falſe, was 
not my charge : it was the Governor's againſt 
himſelf ; and was only related by me, as I 
had had it from his own mouth. I was obli- 
ged to believe it, or call in queſtion his ve- 
racity. I wiſh the account he has given to 
Four Lordſhp, relative to our converſation, 
ad helped me out of this diſagreeable di- 
lemma. | | | 
The Governor informs your Lordſhip he 
produced the letter at Council, and read the 
whole paſlage referred to: from whence it 
appeared, he ſays, that in mentioning th2 
prayer of their petition, he uſed their own 
words, without adding a fingle word of his 
N own.“ 
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own.“ This appeared ſatisfactory to the 
whole Council, except Mr. Bowdoin.” 

The Governor, my Lord, read a paper, 
which he did not deliver out of his hand, 
and which, not having an opportunity of 
reading it myſelf, I might miſapprehend. But 
from my remembrance of it, if the words of 
the prayer were uſed in it, they were intro- 
duced with ſo much addreſs, as to give me 
a very different 1dea, from that which the 
ſame words, as introduced and uſed in the 
rayer itſelf, do convey. It was not there- 
— (as the Governor juſtly obſerves) ſatis- 
factory to me: nor was it ſatisfactory to the 
whole Council beſide, notwithſtanding he is 
pleaſed to declare fo. 
There is one paſſage more, I beg leave to 
remark on. The Governor informs your 
Lordſhip, that 1“ have all along taken the 
lead of the Council in their late extraordi- 
nary proceedings.” The Council, my Lord, 
ſee and act for themſelves : they have no 
leader---no guide but law, reaſon and the 
conſtitution. As they acknowledge no lead- 
er, ſo neither have they any fondneſs for a 
dictator: in which character, my Lord, Go- 
vernor Bernard for ſome time paſt has been 
endeavouring to eſtablifh himſelff. 
As the Governor has unjuſtly repreſented 
me as the leader of the Council, I beg leave 
to aſſure your Lordſhip, it is a character that 
does not belong to me: and I take this oc- 
caſion wholly to diſclaim it. 


In 
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In reſpect to the late extraordinary pro- 
ceedings, (as the Governor is pleaſed to call 
them) the Council have wrote to your Lord- 
ſhip a full account concerning them. In 
thoſe and all their other proceedings, they 
kave been actuated by the principles of duty 
and loyalty to his Majeſty, and by a regard 
to his honor, and the welfare of his faithful 
ſubjects of this province. And I humbly 
hope, my Lord, that not only in thoſe pro- 
ceedings (ſo far as I have had any ſhare in 
them) but in the whole of my conduct, I 
have been, at leaſt in ſome meaſure, under 
the influence of the ſame principles. 
I have the honour to be, with the moſt 
perfect regard, my Lord, your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, and moſt humble fervant, 


JAMES BOWDOIN. 


To the Right Honourable ' 
The Earl of Hillſborough. 


— 


In COUNCIL, June 8, 1769. The Ge- 
neral Court ſitting. 


N a motion made by the honourable 
John Hill, Eſq; and ſeconded by di- 
vers members of the Board, that as he had 
been acquainted a letter had been written b 
the major part of the members of the laſt 
year's Council to the Right Honourable the 
N 2 Earl 
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Earl of Hillſborougb, occaſioned by their ha- 
ving received authenticated copies of fix let- 
ters of his Excellency Governor Bernard, he 
moved that the ſaid letters might be laid be- 
fore the Board. The letters were laid before 
the Board accordingly, and the following 
vote paſled, v1z, 


THERE having been laid before the 
* Board copy of a letter to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Hillſborough from the 
major part of the members of the Council 
of the laſt year, bearing date the 15th April 
laſt, which was written to his Lordſhip, with 
a view to remove any impreſſions to the diſ- 
advantage of this province, and-of the Coun- 
cil in particular; which the ſix letters of his 
Excellency Governor Bernard to his Lordſhip 
(authenticated copies of which have been 
lately tranſmitted hither) might have occa- 
ſioned; and the ſame having been read, 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Board do 
approve of the meaſures taken by the ſaid 
major part of the members of the laſt year's 
Council to. vindicate the conduct of the 
Council, and fave the conſtitution of the 
province.---And as it may be neceſſary that 
ſome further obſervations be made on the 
ſaid letters of Governor Bernard, | 
Ordered, That Benjamin Lincoln, Nathanie 
Spurbawk, Harriſon Gray, Royall Tyler, and 
Samuel Dexter, Eſqrs; be a committee to pre- 
pare 


6 
Ire a draft of a letter to his Lordſhip ae- 
cordingly, and report the ſame as ſoon as 
may be. 
JonN Cor rox, D. Sec. 


In COUNCIL, June 12, 1769. 


* committee appointed the 8th in- 
ſtant to prepare the draft of a letter to 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Hillſbo- 
rough, on the ſubject of fix letters from Go- 
vernor Bernard to his Lordſhip, reported the 
following draft, which being read, 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the ſame be and 
hereby is accepted ; and that Samuel Dan- 
forth, Eſq; ſign the ſame, as prefident, on 
behalf of the Board, and tranſmit it to his 
Lordſhip accordingly. 


A. OLIVER, Sec. 


To the Right Hon. the Earl of Hill/borough. C 
Province of Mass AchussgrSs-BAx. 5 1 
My Los, Boſton, June 12, 1769. 1 
M“. Danforth, the preſident of the Coun- if 
cil for the laſt and the preſent year, 
having communicated to this Board, a copy 

of a letter, dated April 15th, 1769, ſent to 
your Lordſhip, ſubſcribed by eleven gentle- 
men, being the major part of the members 
of the Council for the laſt year, in anſwer to 
fix letters wrote to your Lordſhip by Gover- 
nor Bernard, dated November the 1ſt, 5th, 
12th, 
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12th, 14th, zoth, and December the 5th, 
1768; They hive unanimouſly reſolved, that 
they approve of the meaſures taken by the 
major part of the members of the laſt year's 
Council, &c. copy of which reſolves we have 
the honour to incloſe to your Lordſhip.---As 
the Gentlemen who wrote that letter, have 
been ſo full and explicit in defending them- 
ſelves and the province againſt the Governor's 
groundleſs ws, injurious charges, we have the 
leſs reaſon to enlarge upon ſuch a diſagreeable 
ſubject. However, my Lord, if it appears 
to us that there is any charge againſt the 
Council, in either of the afore-mentioned let- 
ters, to which there has either been no an- 
ſwer, or if mentioned, not ſo fully dilated 
upon as the nature of the offence with which 
the Board were charged does require; your 
Lordſhip will indulge us the freedom further 
to addreſs you. Me | 

Permit us then, my Lord, with due defer- 
ence to your Lordſhip's high rank and ſtation, 
to animadvert with freedom upon ſome part 
of the Governor's afore-mentioned letters. 

The Governor ſays in one of his letters, 
«* The Council is under awe of their conſti- 
tuents, by the frequent removal of the friends 
of Government, &c. Aſperſions of the like 
nature are ſeveral times caſt upon the Coun- 
Cil in ſome of his letters ; which, for the ſake 
of avoiding prolixity, we ſhall not repeat. 

My Lord, if our fondneſs for a ſeat at the 
Board could poſſibly influence us to vote and 

adviſe 
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adviſe contrary to the real ſentiments of our 
hearts, the Governor's wanton exerciſe of 
power in his frequent nepatives put upon 
councellors of the beſt abilities, either becauſe 
they differed from him in their political ſen- 
timents in ſome inſtances, or from reſent- 
ment to the Houſe of Repreſentatives, for 
dropping ſome of his friends, would have a 
much greater influence upon us to fall in with 
his meaſures, than any riſque we run from 
the honourable Houſe in what he calls /up- 
porting government : It being more 1n the 
power of a Governor to remove a councellor, 
than it is in the Houſe : conſequently if we 
had any great fondneſs for a ſeat at the Board, 
we ſhould act inconſiſtently with our politi- 
cal intereſt to oppoſe the Governor in his 
meaſures. But, my Lord, we can with great 
truth ſay, that while we have had the honour 
to be members of his Majeſty's Council, we 
have endeavoured to diſcharge a good con- 
ſcience, and acted our part with uprightneſs 
and integrity, having never been awed into 
_ undue conduct, either by the Houſe or the 
Governor; and the Governor's infinuations to 
the contrary are unkind, and without foun- 
dation ; and unleſs we can act with the ſame 
freedom as uſual, we cannot eſteem it an ho- 
nour to be of that body. 

That the Council have appeared of late 
more engaged in defending the rights of the 
province than formerly, may be a fact, which 
we have no diſpoſition to controvert : Be that 

as 
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is it may, we beg leave to obſerve, that it 
never was ſo much the incumbent duty of 
the Council, as it was the laſt year, to defend 
the rights of the people: for upon the diſſo- 
lation of the General Court, the Governor 
and Council are by the charter, to manage the 
affairs of the province; ſo that the laſt year's 
Council had double duty devolved on them f 
Therefore it was juſtly expected, they ſhould 
exert themſelves in the defence of the civil 
rights and liberties of the people ; though at 
the ſame time they did, and we hope we ever 
ſhall, treat the Governor with that reſpect 
that is due to the King's Repreſentative; 
And your Lordſhip may depend bas it, that 
the preſent Council will be as free to aſſert 
and maintain the juſt prerogative of the 
Crown, as to defend the rights of the people. 

We beg leave further to obſerve, my Lord, 
that the Governor in his letter, dated No- 
vember the iſt, ſpeaking of the addreſs to 
General Gage, fays, „It was ſigned by fif- 
teen of the Council, among whom were five 
who knew not enough of the town to vote 
for the ſafety of the commiſſioners returning; 
but knew enough to join in an invective againſt. 
them.” This obſervation of the Governor's was 
no doubt made with a deſign to ridicule the 
conduct of thoſe Gentlemen, and to repreſent 
them as having acted an inconſiſtent part: 
but we cannot conceive by what rules of logic 
he can charge them with inconſiſtency : For, 
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my Lord, may not the gentlemen fay with 
great propriety, as they were not inhabitants of 
the town of Boſton, but lived a great diſtance 
from it, that they knew not enough of the. 
temper and diſpoſition of the town to ſay that 
it was ſafe for the commiſſioners to return; 
and at the ſame time from the evidence they 
had of the commiſſioners behaviour and con- 
duct ever ſince they have been in office, join 
in what the Governor is pleaſed to call an in- 
vective againſt them? For our part we can 
ſee no inconſiſtency 1n their conduct ; for cer- 
tainly the manners haughty and inſolent 
behaviour may be ſuch, as to expoſe them to 
the reſentment of the people ; and yet it does 
not neceſſarily follow, that the people will 
offer the leaſt inſult or violence to them : they 
may, or they may not; and therefore as it 
was a matter of uncertainty, the five gentle- 
men might well be excuſed from voting in 
favour of the ſafety of the commiſſioners re- 
turn: And the Governor's remark upon their 
conduct, ſhews rather the defett of his reaſon- 
ing ; than any inconſiſtency in them. 

With a view to defeat the good ends pro- 
poſed by the major part of the laft year's 
Council in their petitions to the two Houſes 
of Parliament, and for other unjuſtifiable rea- 
fons, the Governor acquaints your Lordſhip, 
that he cannot conceive that all the per- 
ſons who met at the ſeveral meetings upon 
the occaſion of preparing the petitions, put 
together, amount to the number of twelve ;” 

O which 
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which he tells your Lordſhip made the ma- 
jority of the whole. And after inſinuating 
that by a majority might only be meant four 
perſons out of ſeven, who make a quorum of 
the Council; in his poſtſcript he gives your 
Lordſhip what he calls a liſt of the names of 
thoſe members who paſſed upon the petitions ; 
which together make no more than eight. 


Wie perſuade ourſelves, my Lord, that you 
will not imagine, that the Council of laſt 


year endeavoured to impoſe on the tv/o 
Houſes of Parliament, by aſſerting their peti- 
tions to have been the doings of a major part, 
when in fact they were not. Who furniſhed 
the Governor with the liſt he mentions we 
cannot ſay, but we can take upon us to aſſure 
you, my Lord, that the names of Lincoln, 
Brattle, Gray, and Ruſſell ought to have been 
inſerted therein, they having alſo agreed to 
the petitions, who, with the eight perſons in 
the Governor's liſt, made the number twelve, 


being as he mentions, a majority of the whole. 


This information will, among a multitude 
of other things, ſerve to convince your Lord- 
ſhip, that Governor Bernard has ſpared no 
pains to vilify the Council, and prevent the 
ſucceſs of their applications for the redreſs of 
the grievances which the colonies labour un- 
der; and that he never loſt fight of his fa- 
vourite object, the obtaining of a Council by 
Mandamus from the Crown. And the Board 
are at a loſs how to reconcile his conduct with 
what he declares and promiſcs to your Lord- 


{hip 
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thip in his letter of the zoth of November 
laſt ; in which he ſays, your Lordſhip may 
depend upon it that my informations have 
been, and ſhall be dictated by the ſpirit of 
truth and candour ;” When there is ſcarcely 
any thing in either of his letters but what is in 
direct oppoſition to both. 

It gives us the deepeſt concern to find by 
one of the reſolutions paſſed by the Lords, 
and afterwards agreed to by the Commons, 
that the Council of this province have been 
cenſured as not exerting themſelves in ſup- 
preſſing of riots. And we are firmly per- 
ſuaded that the Council would have eſcaped 
the diſpleaſure of the two Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, had it not been for the groſs miſrepre- 
ſentations of Governor Bernard tranſmitted 
to your Lordſhip ; which we are conſtrained 
to day we conſider, not only as extremely 
cruel with reſpe& to the Council, but as a 
high impoſition on your Lordfhip, and even 
Majeſty itſelf. ET | 
' You will allow us to ſay, my Lord, that no 
Council on the continent, not even thoſe ap- 
pointed by the King, have a greater averſion 
to riots and diſorders, nor have any of them 
exerted themſelves more to ſuppreſs them 
than his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects the Council 
of the Maſlachuſetts-Bay. 

Had their conduct been truly repreſented, 
inſtead of cenſure, they would have met with 
the higheſt approbation. And if thoſe whoſe 
immediate bufineſs it is to ſuppreſs mobs and 

O 2 riots 


G6 

(againſt whom no complaint has been exhi- 
bited by the Governor) had done their duty, 
ſome of the diſorders might have been pre- 

vented. 1 
The Council, my Lord, have now done 
with their obſervations on Governor Ber- 
nard's letters, and they doubt not your Lord- 
ſhip will conſider what they have written in 
— U to his charge againſt the Council, as 
equally applicable to what has been objected 
againſt them, of the ſame nature, by his 
Excellency General Gage, in his letter to 
your Lordſhip of the 31ſt of October laſt ; 
on which we ſhall only make this further re- 
mark, that the General being a ſtranger in 
the province, and but juſt arrived, could not 
poſſibly ſpeak from his own knowledge; but 
muſt have received his account of the people, 
and of the Council in particular, from a 
quarter, which 1t is needleſs to point out to 
your Lordſhip. | | | 
We will not further treſpaſs on your Lord. 
ſhip's patience. In truth, my Lord, our 
own is almoſt exhauſted. The Council have 
had ſuch repeated occaſions to obſerve upon 
and lament the unkind treatment of Gover- 
nor Bernard towards this people, that the 
{abject is become extremely diſagreeable 
to us. | | 
We have only to add, that we apprehend 
it needful to acquaint your Lordſhip, that 
Samuel White, Eſq; one of the laſt year's 
Council, dying between the time of paſſing 
on 
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on the petitions above referred to, and the 
time 0 0 writing the letter to your Lordſhip 
of the 15th of ANG laſt, eleven at the laſt- 
mentioned time made a majority of the 
whole. 

We have the honour to be, with great truth 
and regard, my Lord, your Lordſhip's moſt 
obedient, and moſt humble ſervants, 


SAMUEL DANFORTH, 
Preſident of the Council and in their behalf. 


In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Tune 22, 1769, 


RDERED, That Mr. Otis, Mr. Picker- 

ing, Col. Ward, Capt. Thayer, Mr. Han- 
cock, Mr. Hobſon, Capt. Thomas, Capt. Sheaffe, 
and Mr. Saunders, be a Committee to car 
the following reſolve to the honourable Board. 


T E Houſe having taken into 1 
tion certain copies of letters written by 
Governor Bernard to the right honourable 
the Earl of e one of his Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of State, dated iſt, 5th, 
12th, 14th, zoth November, and Decem- 
ber 5th, 1708. And alſo the copy of one 
letter written by his Excellency General Gage 
to his Lordſhip, dated October 31ſt, 1768, 
all which are atteſted by the clerk of the 
papers of the Houſe of Commons, and were 
tranſmitted to his Majeſty's late Council b 
Mr. Bollan, and at the defire of the Houſe 
have been communicated by the preſent 


Council: 
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Council: In which letters his Majeſty's loyal 
ſubjects of this colony in general, as well as 
his Majeſty's Council, are traduced and re- 
preſented in a moſt odious and unjuſt light 
to his Majeſty's miniſters: The Houſe having 
alſo carefully read and conſidered the re- 
marks, which the late as well as the preſent 
Council have made thereon, in their ſeveral 
letters to his Lordſhip, copies whereof have 
alſo been communicated at the defire of the 
Houle. 
Reſolved, That the Houſe do highly ap- 
prove of, and have an entire ſatisfaction in 
the zeal and attention of the late Council to 
the public intereſt, not only in thus vindi- 
cating their own character, but guarding 
their country from meditated ruin, by truly 
ſtating facts, and juſtly repreſenting the duty 
and loyalty of this people at this critical 
time, when the Governor of the province 
wantonly diſſolved the General Aſſembly, 
and arbitrarily refuſed to call another upon 
the repeated and dutiful petitions of the 


people. 
T. Cvsninc, Speaker, 
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Containing an abſtract of proceedings of the 
Governor and Council of the province of 
Malſacbuſetta-Bay; and alſo other pro- 


ceedings. 


No. 1. 


Jux xn 30, 1768. 


HE Governor and twenty of the Coun- 

eil preſent : the General Court or Aſ- 
ſembly having been juſt prorogued by the 
Governor, 
 ADVIISED, That William Brattle, James 
Bowdoin, ames Ruſſell, Thomas Flucker, and 
Royall Tyler, Eſqrs. be a committee to take 
into conſideration the preſent ſtate and cir- 
cumſtances of the province, and report as 
ſoon as may be, what they may judge pro- 
per to be laid before his Majeſty reſpecting 
the ſame: and that it be previouſly ſub- 
mitted to the conſideration of his Excel- 
lency. 


A 
Mr. Bowdoin from the committee appointed 
to prepare an humble addrels to his Majeſty, 
having 
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having reported the following draft, the ſame 
was accepted; and his Excellency was there- 
upon unanimouſly defired to tranſmit a fair 
copy of the ſame to his Majeſty's Secretary 
of State, with a requeſt, that he would be 
pleaſed to lay it before his Majeſty for his 
moſt gracious conſideration; and that h Ex- 
cellency be defired at the ſame time to recommend 
the prayer of the ſaid petition. 


To the King's moſt Excellent MaJjesTY. 


The humble petition of the Council of the 
province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 

ſubjects, the Council of the province 
of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, deeply impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of your paternal aftection for all your 
ſubjects, even the moſt remote of them, and 
your diſpoſition to hearken to their addreſſes 
with an intention ſuited to the nature of 
them, humbly beg leave, in behalf of your 
faithful ſubjects of the ſaid province, to re- 
preſent to your Majeſty, That, &c. &c. 
[See the petition to the Houſe of Commons, 
No.7, with which this agrees in ſubſtance, 
excepting the laſt paragraph. ] 

The laſt paragraph of this petition, - con- 
tathing the prayer, runs thus----- “ With 
great humility we beg leave to lay this re- 
preſentation at your Majeſty's feet, humbly 
praying your Majeſty's favourable conſidera- 

tion 


. 
tion of it; and that the charter rights and 
privileges of the people of this province may 
be ſecured to them. And if it ſhould appear 
to your Majeſty, that it is not for the benefit 
of Great Britain and her colonies (over which 
your paternal care is conſpicuous) that any 
revenue ſhould be drawn from the colonies, 
We humbly implore your Majeſty's gracious 
recommendation to Parliament, that your 
American ſubjects may be relieved from the 
operation of the ſeveral acts made for that 
purpoſe, in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom 
of your Majeſty and Parliament may ſeem 
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No. 2. 


Jury 27, 29. 


The Governor and fixteen of the Council 
| preſent, 


His Excellency laid before the Board in wri- 
ting the following repreſentation, viz. 


Hs Excellency reminded and informed 
the Council, that on the 11th and 13th 
of June laſt, he informed the Board of a great 
riot which happened on the 1oth of June, in 
which, among other outrages, the principal 
Cuſtom-Houſe officers were bruiſed and 
wounded and otherwiſe ill treated; and that 
in purſuance of this riot the commiſſioners 
of the cuſtoms found themſelves obliged to 
leave the town, and take ſhelter on board the 
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having reported the following draft, the ſame 
was accepted; and his Excellency was there- 
upon unanimouſly defired to tranſmit a fair 
copy of the ſame to his Majeſty's Secretary 
of State, with a requeſt, - that he would be 
pleaſed to lay it before his Majeſty for his 
moſt gracious conſideration; and that h Ex- 
cellency be defired at the ſame time to recommend 
the prayer of the ſaid petition. 


To the King's moſt Excellent Majrsr v. 


The humble petitton of the Council of the 
province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay. 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects, the Council of the province 
of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, deeply impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of your paternal affection for all your 
ſubjects, even the moſt remote of them, and 
your diſpoſition to hearken to their addreſſes 
with an intention ſuited to the nature of 
them, humbly beg leave, in behalf of your 
faithful ſubjects of the ſaid province, to re- 
preſent to your Majeſty, That, &c. &c. 
[See the petition to the Houſe of Commons, 
No.7, with which this agrees in ſubſtance, 
excepting the laſt paragraph. ] 

The laſt paragraph of this petition, - con- 
tathing the prayer, runs thus----- With 
great humility we beg leave to lay this re- 
preſentation at your Majeſty's feet, humbly 
praying your Majeſty's favourable conſidera- 
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tion of it; and that the charter rights and 
rivileges of the people of this province may 
be ſecured to them. And if it ſhould appear 
to your Majeſty, that it is not for the benefit 
of Great Britain and her colonies (over which 
your paternal care is conſpicuous) that any 
revenue ſhould be drawn from the colonies, 
We humbly implore your Majeſty's gracious 
recommendation to Parliament, that your 
American ſubjects may be relieved from the 
operation of the ſeveral acts made for that 
purpoſe, in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom 
of your Majeſty and Parliament may - ſeem 
proper.” 


No. 2. 


JULY: . 29. 


The Governor and ſixteen of the Council 
| _ preſent, 


His Excellency laid before the Board in wrt- 
ting the following repreſentation, vis. 


Hs Excellency reminded and informed 
* the Council, that on the 11th and 13th 
of June laſt, he informed the Board of a great 
riot which happened on the 1oth of June, in 
which, among other outrages, the principal 
Cuſtom-Houſe officers were bruiſed and 
wounded and otherwiſe ill treated; and that 
in purſuance of this riot the commithoners 
of the cuſtoms found themſelves obliged to 
leave the town, and take ſhelter on board the 
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Romney Man of War; and his Excellency 
deſired the advice of the Council of what 
ſhould be done upon this occaſion, as well to 
puniſh the perpetrators of theſe outrages as to 
preſerve the peace of the town, and the au- 
thority of the civil power, and alſo to protect 
the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms and their 
officers in their perſons, and in the execution 
of their offices, ſo that they might ſafely re- 
turn to and reſide in this town, where they 
have been ſtationed by the King's authority. 
That after many debates. on the pre- 
miſes, the Council were of opinion, that this 
matter ſhould be acted upon by the whole 
General Court then fitting ; and the Councit 
undertook. to originate a vote for that pur- 
poſe. Whereupon the Governor, with the 
advice of the Council, poſtponed the conſi- 
deration of this buſineſs in the Privy Council 
unto another day : That afterwards a vote for 
a joint committee to conſider the ſtate of the 
province being ſent up from the Houle to the 
Board, the Board thought that would be ſuf- 
ficient to ground a conſideration of the fore- 
going matters upon, and therefore having 
concurred in that vote they did not think pro- 
per to originate any vote of their own for that 
purpoſe ; that the ſaid joint committee, al- 
though they met ſeveral times, did nothing 
in the ſaid buſineſs but make a report, which 
paſſed the Council, but did not paſs the reſt 
of the General Court, ſo that it has hitherto 
remained unacted upon, and all the purpoſes 
aforeſaid 
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aforeſaid remain ſtill unredreſſed or unpro- 
vided for. 5 

That the Commiſſioners having removed 
from the man of war to the caſtle, together 
with their officers, ſtill remain there under 
the protection of ſome men of war, and dare 
not return to the town where they have been 
ordered to hold their office. That it is now 
above fix weeks ſince they quitted the town, 
and nothing has been done to provide for 
their ſafe return, and their protection in their 
future reſidence here, nor has any thing been 
done to puniſh the raĩſers and perpetrators of 
the ſaid riots and tumults, or to preſerve the 
peace of the town, and the ſupport of the 
government and civil authority for the fu- 
ture. 

That theſe things, and particularly this 
neglect and delay in endeavouring to remedy 
theſe diſorders, will certainly be taken no- 
tice of at home by the King and Council, and 
probably by the Parliament. Wherefore 
it is become neceſſary for the Council to 
come to ſome determination and reſolution 
what they can and what they will do, to re- 
medy theſe diſorders, and provide for the pre- 
ſervation of the peace of the town, and the 
maintenance of the authority of the govern= 
ment and the civil power. Wherefore the 
Governor having laid theſe matters before the 
Council, and received their advice to call a full 
Council for the conſideration of them, now 


communicates them o the preſent Board, 
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and requires of them their full, free, and true 
advice, according to the duties of their office 
and the terms of their oaths to perform the 
ſame. 5 

His Excellency alſo acquainted the Board 
that he had not, as he had before declared he 
ſhould not, wrote to General Gage upon the 
late troubles. But that he had received let- 
ters from the General, acquainting him, that 
having received information of the diſtur- 
bances at Boſton, and that the commiſſioners 
of the cuſtoms had been obliged to quit the 
town, he had ſent orders to the commanding 
officers at Halifax to collect all the troops 
there and thereabout, and hold them in rea- 
dineſs to embark, with a train of artillery for 
Boſton, when they ſhould be required by the 
Governor. That he had wrote to the Gene- 
ral, and ſaid he would inform the Council of. 
this order, and if they adviſed him to require 
theſe troops, he ſhould do fo; and if they 
ſhould not adviſe him to require them, he 
ſhould not ; being determined to do nothing 
in ſuch a buſineſs without the advice of the 
Council. And the Governor accordingly. 
aſked the Board, Whether they would ad- 
viſe, that the Governor ſhould, according to 
General Gage's offer, require troops from 
Halifax to ſupport the execution of the civil 
power, and preſerve the peace of the town. 


After 
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After a long debate, Col. Brattle; Mr. Bows 
doin, Mr. Gray, Mr. Flucker, and Mr. 
Ropes were appointed a committee to con- 
ſider of and report an anſwer to the Go- 
vernor's foregoing repreſentation; and 
then the Board was adjourned to Friday 
morning, July 29, 1768. At which time 

the anſwer was reported and accepted by 
the Board as their anſwer to the ſaid re- 
preſentation, and is as follows, viz. 


IS Excellency having laid before the 
Board a repreſentation of ſome tranſac- 
tions relating to and in conſequence of the 
diſorders 1n the town of Boſton on the evening 
of the 1oth of June laſt, the Board think it 
neceſſary, in juſtice to the town and province, 
and in vindication of themſelves, to make 
ſome obſervations thereon, and to give a fuller 
repreſentation than is contained in the paper 
laid before the Board. 

With regard to the diſorders, it is to be 
obſerved, that they were occaſioned by mak- 
ing a ſeizure (in a manner unprecedented) 
in the town of Boſton, on the ſaid 1oth of 
June, a little before ſun-ſet, when a veſſel 
was ſeized by ſeveral of the officers of the 
cuſtoms ; and immediately after, on a ſignal 
given by one of ſaid officers, in conſequence 
of a preconcerted plan, ſeveral armed boats 
from the Romney man of war took poſſeſſion 
of her, cut her faſts, and carried her from 
the wharf where the lay into the harbour, 

along- 


( 13 ) 
along- ſide the Romney; which occaſioned a 
number of people to be collected, ſome of 
whom, from the violence and unprecedent- 
edneſs of the procedure with regard to the 
taking away of the ſaid veſſel, and the reflec- 
tion thereby implied upon the inhabitants of 
the town, as diſpoſed to reſcue any ſeizure 
that might be made, took occafion to inſult 
and abuſe the ſaid officers, and afterwards to 
break ſome of the windows of their dwelling- 
houſes, and to commit other diſorders. Now, 
though the Board have the utmoſt abhorrence 
of all ſuch diforderly proceedings, and would 
by no means attempt to juſtify them, they 
are obliged to mention the occaſion of them, 
in order to ſhew, that however culpable the 
ſaid diſorderly perſons were, the officers who 
ſeized, or thoſe by whoſe orders ſuch unuſual 
and violent meaſures were purſued 1n ſeizing 
and taking away the faid veſſel, were not 
faultleſs : It being highly probable, that no 
ſuch diſorders would have been committed, 
if the veſſel had not been with an armed force, 
and with many circumſtances of inſult and 
threats, carried away from the wharf : And 
we believe there is no inſtance can. be alledged 
of any veſſel ſeized, or any ſeizure whatever 
in the town of Boſton, being reſcued out of 
the hands of the officers, except what took 
place here on the 8th of July inſtant, when a 
quantity of molaſſes having been ſeized was 
taken away from the officer who had charge 
of it : which unwarrantable procedure being 
| univer- 
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univerſally condemned, the molaſſes was very 
ſoon returned: which. affords a ſtrong evi- 
dence, that the ſeizure on the 1oth of June, 
if it had been conducted in--the uſual man- 
ner, would have remained ſecure in the 
hands of the officers. | 
The day next following the ſaid diſorders, 
viz. the 11th of June, his Excellency called 
a Council and mentioned to them what had 
happened the preceding evening, and deſired 1 
their advice what was proper to be done. Il 
The Board adviſed that ſuch of their own 11 
members as were juſtices of the peace and j 
qualified to act in the county of Suffolk, 1 
ſhould, as ſoon as may be, make enquiry into = | 
the particular facts and report, and his Excel- 
lency appointed the ſaid juſtices to meet him 
at his houſe for that purpoſe, on Monday 
morning, the 13th of June; his Excellency 
thinking it neceſſary to be preſent himſelf at 
the making of the enquiry. The ſaid juſ- 
tices attended accordingly : but his Excel- 
cellency having received two letters from the 
commiſſioners of the cuſtoms, complaining 
that na notice had been taken of the late 
diſturbances in Boſton, and groſsly reflec- 
ting on the Governor and Council, ſum- 
moned a Council, and laid ſaid letters be- 
fore them; and at the ſame Council poſt- 
poned the enquiry aforeſaid. The Board 
thought the letter, containing the reflec- 
tions, intitled to ſome animadverſions; but 
the letter not being left with the Board, put 
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it out of their power to do themſelves 5uſ- 
tice. At the ſame time, on his Excellency g 
propoſing to enter into the conſideration of 
means for preventing any future diſturbances, 
the Board apprehending that as the General 
Court was fitting, thoſe means would have 
a more forcible effect, and better anſwer the 
end, if the whole Court joined in them, pro- 
poſed to raiſe a committee of the Board in 
their legiſlative capacity to join with a com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, to 
conſider of the matter; and that the conſi- 
deration of it by them, as of Council to the 
Governor, be poſtponed till the effect of 
ſuch a propoſal ſhould be known. The 


Board accordingly on the ſaid 13th, in their 


legiſlative capacity, took up the affair, and 
while they were conſidering it, a vote was 
ſent fram the Houſe, ordering a committee 
to be joined by ſuch as the Board ſhould _ 
point, to enquire into the ſtate of the pro 
vince, and report : which order, including 
in it the conſideration of the means for pre- 
venting any future diſturbances, the propo- 
ſal aforefaid, on the part of the Board, was 
of courſe rendered unneceſſa 

A committee was joined, and the next day, 


viz. on the 14th, made a report of divers re- 


ſolves to be paſſed by the General Court. 
The report was ordered by the Board to be 
conſidered on the 1 5th, and then, after a de- 
bate, to be further conſidered on the 16th, 
when the Board was given to underſtand by 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral of its members that it was intimated” 
to them, by the Governor, that it would be 
expedient to poſtpone the conſideration of 
the ſaid report, till his Excellency ſhould ſend 
a meſſage to the Houſe on the ſubject of diſ- 
patches he had then juſt received from En- 
gland. It was poſtponed accordingly. 

On the 2 1ſt, the ſaid meſſage was read to 
the Board, by which it appeared, there was 
ſomething further to be expected, and of a 
more extraordinary nature, and which was 
not communicated till the 24th, when it ap- 
peared, to the aſtoniſhment of the Board, 
that the General Court was threatened with 
diſfolution, purſuant to the Earl of Hillſbo- 
rough's letter to the Governor, dated April 
22, 1768. The expectation of theſe meſ- 
ſages, and the extraordinary nature of them, 
when known, occaſioned that the ſaid report 
was not fully paſſed on till the 2gth, when 
it was delivered to one of the members of 
the Board to be carried to the Houſe ; but 
the Houſe were then adjourned, and the next 
day the Houſe being ſo cloſely engaged in 
buſineſs could not receive it; and on that 
day, viz. the zoth, the Governor prorogued 
the General Court, and on the next ſucceed- 
ing day diſſolved it: which prorogation and 
diſſolution, if his Excellency could have poſt- 
poned a ſhort time, the Houſe could have 
paſſed on the ſaid report: but they were 
prevented doing it, as well as other neceſſary 


IE buſinels. 
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buſineſs, by the ſaid prorogation; which his 
Excellency thought himſelf obliged to make. 
The Board apprehend from this detail of 
facts, it will not appear they arechargeablewith 
any neglect or delay in providing againſt fu- 
ture diſturbances; at leaſt to the time of the 
diſſolution of the General Court. And with 
regard to the time that has ſince elapſed, the 
Board have always attended his Excellency's 
ſummons, and are now ready at the firſt call 
for that purpoſe, ſince the diſſolution, to do 
every thing in their power to prevent future 
diſturbances: and they are very glad they 
have this opportunity of declaring, that no 
diſturbances have happened here ſince the 
10th of June laſt, notwithſtanding ſome ap- 
pearances, which it 1s probable have been 
magnified into riot and tumult. And with 
regard to what happened on the 1oth of 
June, it ſeems to have ſprung wholly from 
the perſons who complain of it, by the plan 
laid, and the orders given for making the 
ſeizures aforeſaid, and carrying it away by 
an armed force. Which circumſtances, to- 
gether with the time of day of ſeizing the 
veſſel, it being then near ſun-ſet, makes it 
ſeem probable that an uproar was hoped for, 
and intended to be occaſioned by the man- 
ner of procceding in making the ſeizure. 

_ Having ſtated the facts as relative to the 
conduct of the Board, the Board now pro- 
ceed to make a few obſervations on one pa- 

ragraph of the Governor's repreſentation 


afore- 
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aforeſaid. But it is to be previouſly obſerved, 
that the Council-Book, in the entry of the 
proceedings of Council on the i 1th and 13th 
of June, ſhews the particular matters laid 
before them for their conſideration and advice; 
which were the diſorders that had taken place 
on the evening of the 1oth of June, to the 
diſturbance of the public peace; and the 
means of preventing any future diſturbances > 
and theſe, and only theſe, were the objects 
of the contemplation of the Board in their 
proceedings referred to above. 

In the ſaid paragraph his Excellency men- 
tions that the commiſſioners having removed 
from the man of war to the Caſtle, ſtill remain 
there under the protection of ſome men of 
war; and that it is above ſix weeks ſince they: 
quitted the town. 

On which the Board obſerve; that the com- 
miſſioners were not obliged to quit the town x * 
that there never had been any inſult offered to 
them; that their quitting the town was a vo- 
luntary act of their own; that we do not ap- 
prehend there was any ſufficient ground for 
their quitting: it; and that when they had. 
quitted it, and were at the Caſtle, there was: 
no occaſion for men of war to protect them. 

With regard to the men of war poſted. in; 

the harbour, the town. look upon it as a grie- 
vance in a double reſpect: their trade is by 
that means under diſcouragement; and what 
they regret infinitely more is, the reflection 
implied thereby upon their loyalty to their 
Sovereign, who has not in his wide extended 
dominions any ſubjects more faithful than in 
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che town of Boſton, and in this province in 
general. 

If the commiſſioners have procured the fait 
men of war to be poſted here; and eſpecially 
if they have endeavoured. to procure troops 
to be thy hither, both which are the univer- 
ſal apprehenſton, it cannot be thought ſtrange 
that the people of this province can entertain 
no aftection for them. 

The Board greatly regret that any occaſion 

has been given for riots and diſorders, and ſtill 
more regret that they ſhould happen on any 
occaſion ;- and they take this opportunity to 
declare their utter abhorrence and deteſtation 
of them: and for the puniſhing the perpe- 
trators of them the Board adviſe, That his 
Excellency direct the Attorney-General to 
proſecute all perſons guilty of the riots and 
diſorders aforeſaid, or that any way aided or 
abetted the ſame, 
And for preſerving the peace of the town 
and the authority of the civil power ; and for 
the protection of all his Majeſty's ſubjects 
whateyer, further adviſe, 

That his Excellency iſſue a proclamation 
that the laws for preventing, ſuppreſſing and 
puniſhing all riots, tumults and unlawful af. 
{emblies be put into immediate execution, and 
all civil officers be ſtrictly enjoined to do their 
duty for that purpoſe. And the Board aſſure 
his Excellency they will uſe their utmoſt in- 
fluence to procure the due execution of the 
laws : the vigorous execution of which will 


be 
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be ſufficient to preſerve the peace and autho- 
rity of the government. 7 - 

With regard to what his Excellency men- 
tions on the ſubject of troops, and to his queſ- 
tion © Whether the Board would adviſe that 
the Governor ſhould,. according to General 
Gage's offer, require troops from Halifax to 
ſupport. the execution of the civil power and 
preſerve the peace of the town,” | 
The Board anſwer, that the civil power 
does not need the ſupport of troops ; and that 
it is not for his Majeſty's ſervice nor the peace 
of this province that any troops be required, 
or that any come into the province, and there- 
fore they unanimouſly adviſe, That the Go- 
vernor do not require any troops. 

The Board being fully aſſured *“ that his 
Excellency has not wrote for troops, take this 


opportunity. to expreſs that aſſurance : and at 


the ſame time to declare that if any perſons 
haye made application. to General Gage for 
troops to be ſent hither, we deem them. in 
the higheſt degree unfriendly to the peace and 
good order of government, as well as to his 
Majeſty's ſervice and the Britiſh intereſt in 
America, Boſtan, July 29, 1768. 
The foregoing anſwer was unanimouſly 
agreed to by the Council: and thereupon it 
was ordered by the Governor, That the Se- 
cretary prepare a proclamation for the pur- 
oſes therein mentioned; [which was pub- 
liſhed accordingly] and that the Attorney- 
General proſecute all perſons guilty of the 


riots 
* By the Governor's Declaration, 
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riots and diſorders on the 1oth of June afore- 
ſaid, or that any way aided or abetted the fame. 


No. . 


SEPTEMBER 23. 

At an Adjournment. | 

R. Bowdoin, Mr. Gray, and Mr. Tyler, 

purſuant to the appointment of the 

Council yeſterday, reported to the Board an 

anſwer to his Excellency's propoſal for the 

accommodation of the troops.; which anſwer 

being conſidered and amended is agreed to 9 
the Board. 

The Board was informed, by the Seam 
that the weather being ſtormy the Governor 
could not be in town to- day, and deſires they 
will meet him at the Province-Houſe to- 
morrow ten o'clock, A. M. to which time he 
adjourned the Board. 

Saturday, September, 24, 1768. The wea- 
ther continuing ſtormy his Excellency did not 
come to town till the afternoon, when the 
Council waited upon him with their anſwer. 

An alteration being propoſed by the Go- 
vernor in the ſaid anſwer, the Council would 
have then conſidered it, but it was at his 
motion agreed by the Council to meet Mon- 
day morning nine o'clock the 26th inſtant 
to conſider it ; and his. Excellency informed 
the Council that their Anſwer might then 
be given to the Secretary to be delivered 
to him without any further meeting with 
him thereon, 


September 
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September 26. A. M. The Council met 
and agreed to the alteration ; and then de- 
livered the ſaid anſwer to the Deputy- 


Secretary, the Secretary himſelf not being at 
his office. ; 


The ANSWER follows. 


H E Board have taken into their fur- 
ther conſideration General Gage's letter, 

and the extract from Lord Hillſborough's 
letter communicated by his Excellency on 
the 19th inſtant, relative to the reception 
and accommodation of the troops 1n the ſaid 
letter and extract mentioned, and have alſo 
confidered his Excellency's propoſal of the 
22d inſtant relating to the Manufactory- 
Houſe in Boſton, that they would authorize 
him to take meaſures for fitting up the ſaid 
building for the reception of ſo many of the 
{aid troops as it will conveniently accommo- 
date. They have alſo attentively conſidered 
the act of Parliament, providing among other 
things, tor the quartering and billeting the 
ſaid troops, and they find that the civil of- 
ficers in the ſaid act mentioned, and no 
others, are thereby empowered and © re- 
** quired to quarter and billet the officers 
and ſoldiers in his Majeſty's ſervice in 
the barracks provided in the Colonies ; 
bh and if there ſhall not be ſufficient room 
in the ſaid barracks for the officers and 
ſoldiers, then and in uch caſe only to quar- 
ter and billet the reſidue” of them in ſuch 
manner 
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| manner as in the ſaid act js further and 
| very particularly directed, Now it appears 
| by this paragraph of the ſaid act, that in 
any colony where there are barracks, the 
faid officers and ſoldiers in his Majeſty's 
ſervice ſhall be quartered and billeted in ſuch · 
barracks, and in no other place, unleſs 
there ſhall not be ſufficient room in the 
barracks. With reſpect to this colony, the 
government of it in the beginning of the 
late war by their order, cauſed barracks to 
be built at Caſtle- William, for the very pur- 
poſe of accommodating his Majeſty's troops 
whenever it ſhould be neceſſary for them 
to come hither : under which order the 
Governor and Council are authorized to 
provide quarters in the ſaid barracks for ſuch 
troops ; and thoſe barracks are ſufficient to 
accommodate one thouſand men, which 
number it is ſaid the two regiments ordered 
from Halifax will not exceed : thoſe regi- 
ments therefore which are the firſt expected, 
the ſaid act of Parliament requires to be 
quartered in the ſaid barracks. Bos 

General Gage however in his letter afore- 
ſaid mentions Heat one of the ſaid regiments 
is ordered for the preſent to Caſtle-William, 
the other to the town of Boſton : but it will 
be no diſreſpect to the General to ſay that 
no order whatſoever coming from a leſs au- 
thority than his Majeſty and Parliament, can 
ſuperſede an act of Parliament. And it is 
plain the General had no intention that the 
ſaid order ſhould, as he concludes his letter 


by 
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by deſiring the Governor to ſee that the ſaid 
troops are provided with quarters on their 
arrival in this government as by law directed. 
The ſaid act alſo provides, © that if any 


« military officer ſhall take upon himſelf to 


** quarter ſoldiers in any of his Majeſty's do- 
« minions in America, otherwiſe than is li- 
« mited and allowed by this act, or ſhall uſe 


e of offer any menace or compulſion, &c. 


he ſhall be % facto caſhiered and be ut- 
e terly difabled to have or hold any military 
employment in his Majeſty's * 
His Excellency therefore, as the Board a 
prehend, muſt clearly ſee by examining t 
{aid act that it is not in the power of the the 
Board to provide quarters for the ſaid regi- 
ments as deſtined, till the barracks at Caſtle- 
William and the inns, livery ſtables and 
other houſes mentioned in the ſaid act ſhall 
be full ; (in which, and no other caſe, and 
upon no other account, it ſhall and may be 
lawful for “ the Governor and Council” to 
take the meaſures they are directed to by.the 
ſaid act for the reception of his Majeſty's 


forces) nor of conſequence to authorize his 


Excellency to take meaſures for fitting up 
the Manufactory-Houſe agreeable to his 
propoſal. 

Ihe quartering of troops in the body of 
the town before the barracks are full, is not 
only contrary to the act of Parliament, but 
would be inconſiſtent with the.peace of the 
town, whoſe peace and welfare, as alſo the 
peace and welfare of the province in general, 
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it is the duty, intereſt and inclination of the 
Board to promote, and which, in every way 
conſiſtent with law, they will endeavour to 
promote to the utmoſt of their ability. 
As the board on the 19th inſtant when the 
letters above-mentioned were firſt communi< 
cated to them, adviſed that His Excellency 
give proper orders for the accommodation of 
one of the Halifax regiments-in the barracks 
at Caſtle- William, fo they now further ad- 
viſe that his Excellency. give like orders for 
the accommodation of the other Halifax re- 
giment in the ſaid barracks. | 
With regard to the two regiments ordered 
from Ireland to Boſton, the Board doubt not 
that proviſion will be made for their accom- 
modation agreeable to the act aforeſaid. 
That the board might be better able to 
give their advice in regard to the regiments 
ordered hither, they thought it neceſſary 
that the whole of Lord Hilliborough's letter, 
ſo far as it related to the ſaid regiments, 
and to the occaſion and defign of their com- 
ing, ſhould be communicated to them, and 
they accordingly deſired his Excellency to 
communicate it. But though his Excellency 
was pleaſed to tell them he ſhould very pro- 
bably lay the whole of it before the Board in 
ſuch parcels and at ſuch times as he thought 
proper, yet as they apprehend the propriety 
of their own conduct, in à great meaſure, de- 
pends on the communication of the whole of 
it together, they again requeſt his Excellency 
to favour them with it. 
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With regard to the occaſion of the ſaid 


Regiments being ordered to Boſton, his 
Excellency on being aſked, informed the 


Board that he apprehended the Halifax Re- 


iments were ordered hither in conſequence 
of the Riots in March laſt, and the two 


Itiſh Regiments in conſequence of that of 


the 1oth of June laſt. On which the Board 


are obliged to obſerve, that they are fully 
perſuaded his Majeſty's miniſters could ne- 
ver have judged it either neceſſary or expe- 


dient to go into ſuch extraordinary Meaſures, 


as thoſe of ſending Troops hither, unleſs in 
the Repreſentations made from hence by 
ſome ill-minded Perſons, the ſaid Riots had 
been greatly magnified and exaggerated. 


With reſpect to what happened on the 


18th of March, which was a day of Re- 
joicing, and on ſuch Days Diſorders are 


not uncommon in populous Places, it was 
too inconſiderable to make it a ſubject of 
Repreſentation, and could not have been 
made the ſubject of ſo injurious an one, but 
by Perſons diſpoſed to bring Miſery and Diſ- 


ſtreſs upon the Town and Province. 

In regard to the Riot of the 10th of June, 
of which the Board have repeatedly expreſ- 
ſed their Abhorrence, and have adviſed that 


the Perpetrators of it ſhould be Proſecuted 


by the Attorney-General, the Board have in 
their Anſwer to his Excellency's Repreſen- 
tation, laid before them the 27th of July 
laſt, given a juſt Account of the occaſion 
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of that Riot; and as they apprehend it ne- 
ceſſary that the ſaid Account, together with 
all the proceedings at that Time, ſhould be 
made public, they again defire his Excel- 
lency will order the ſaid Repreſentation and 
Anſwer to be printed as ſoon as may be in 


the public News-Papers “. 
NUMBER IV. 


SEPTEMBER 29. 
At a Council held at Caftle-Wilham. 


The Governor, and Twelve of the Council 
preſent, 


N Lient. Col. Dalrymple's Requiſition 

for quarters for one of the Regi- 
ments in the Town of Boſton, the Gover- 
nor defired that the board would reconſider 
the Propoſal he had before made to them 
of fitting up the Manufactory-Houſe as Bar- 
racks for the Reception of Col. Dalrym- 
ple's Regiment, which is the Regiment 
deſtined for the T'own, in Caſe it can be 
done at the Expence of the Crown : and in 
Caſe they ſhould adhere to their - former 
Reſolutions, that they would aſſign the 


Reaſons therefore. 
* This repeated Deſire the Governor diſregarded. 
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To which the Board made the following 
REPLY, 


HE Board having already conſidered . 
the Propoſal of fitting up the Manu- 
factory- Houſe as Barracks, and his Excel- 
lency having, on Application made to him 
this Day in Council, refuſed them an Op- 
portunity of giving any fuller anſwer than 
what they have already given to the ſaid 
Propoſal, unleſs done in Council, are un- 
der a Neceſſity (ſaving however the Right 
of the Board in all Caſes in their own Way 
and Manner, to make Anſwer to any Pro- 
poſal made to them) of referring his Ex- 
cellency to the Anſwer already given as 
aforeſaid ; and with which they waited up- 
on his Excellency on the 24th Inſtant. 


And whereas by the Act of Parliament 
relative to the providing Quarters for the 
Troops, the Quartering of them before the 
Barracks and Public Houſes are full, is 
only cognizable by the Civil Officers in the 
ſaid Act mentioned, the Board apprehend 
Col. Dalrymple ought by the ſaid Act, firſt 
to apply to the Magiſtrates and Civil Offi- 


cers of the Town of Boſton, to provide 
luch Quarters. 


R 2 N U M- 
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NUMBER v. 


Oc T OBE R Js 


.IS Excellency communicated to the 
Board a Letter from Lieut. Col. Dal- 
rymple, acquainting him that he had re- 
ceived Orders by Expreſs from General] 
| Gage, to land the two Regiments from 
Halifax at Boſton, and that he was under a 
Neceſſity of demanding Quarters for them 
there; and defiring that Fuel, Straw, and 
the other Articles directed to. be provided 
for the Troops, may be got in Readineſs, 


Col. Dalrymple and Capt. Smith defiring 
to be admitted before the Board came to 
a Determination, they were admitted ac- 
cordingly ; when Col. Dalrymple took oc- 
caſion to explain the Intention of his Re- 
quiſition, viz. That as the Board could not 
think themſelves authoriſed to provide Bar- 
racks in the Town, inaſmuch as Barracks 
have already been provided by the Govern- 
ment at Caſtle-William, he had encamped 
ſome of his Troops, and was providing 
Barracks for the reſt in the Town, ſo that 
he conſidered them all as ih Barracks, and 
demanded Barrack Proviſions accordingly, 
' agreeable to Act of Parliament. 


Whereupon 
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Whereupon his Excellency moved to the 

Board, that they would appoint ſome ſuitable 

Perſon or Perſons to make ſuch Proviſion. 


On Wedneſday October 5, A. M. to which 
Time the Board was adjourned, the follow- 
ing Anſwer was given to his Excellency. 


ADVISED, That agreeable to his Excel- 
lency's Motion, one or more Perſon or Per- 
ſons be authorized and appointed to furniſh 
and ſupply the Officers and Soldiers, put and 
placed in the Barracks, with Fire, Candles, 
&c. as particularly mentioned in the Act of 
Parliament: Provided the Perſon or Perſons 
ſo to be authorized and appointed, will take 
the riſk of the Province's paying to him or 
them all ſuch Sum or Sums of Money, fo 
by them paid, laid out or. expended for the 
- Purpoſe aforeſaid. 

And inaſmuch as the Board in Col. Dal- 
rymple's Letter aforeſaid, dated the oth ult. 
and before his coming to Town, obſerved a 
Suggeſtion, that a bad Spirit prevailed here ; 
and that in conſequence of it General Gage 
had been induced to order both Regiments to 
be landed in the Town : but as Col. Dal- 
rymple muſt before this time have had the 
' fulleſt evidence that no ſuch Spirit is preva- 
"lent; and that the Town is in a ſtate per- 
fectly peaceful and quiet, the Board doubt 
not of his Juſtice to repreſent it to the Ge- 
neral accordingly; which they cannot but 
apprehend will procure from the General a 


re-call 
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re-call of his laſt Order; and that agreeable 
to his Letter to Governor Bernard of the 12th 
ult. one at leaſt of the ſaid Regiments will 
be again ordered to Caſtle- William. 


The Board alſo perſuade themſelves, that 
the ſame Reaſon will induce the General to 
order the Iriſh Regiments to Nova-Scotia, 
or to ſome other Parts where his Majeſty's 
Service may require them. 


The board deſire the Governor to ſend by 
the Poſt To-morrow, a Copy of this Mi- 
nute of Council to General Gage, with ſuch 
Repreſentation as his Excellency ſhall think 
proper, to induce the General to give ſuch 
Orders, as will relieve the Town and Pro- 
vince from theirpreſent Anxiety and Diſtreſs, 

His Excellency nominated Joſeph Gold- 
thwait, jun. Eſq; to be Commiſſary for the 
Purpoſe above-mentioned, and he was ap— 
pointed accordingly. 


What follows was not done in Council. 


NUMBER VI. 


OCTOBER 27. 


Number of the Council met and una- 
A nimouſly agreed on an Addreſs to Ge- 
neral Gage: and the next Day at their De- 
ſire it was preſented to him by Mr. Bow- 
doin, Col. Sparhawk, Mr. Gray and Mr. 
Pitts. — It here follows. 

To 
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To his Excellency General GAGE, Commander 
in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces in America. 


The ADDRESS of the Subſcribers, Mem- 
bers of his Majeſty's Council of the Pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſets- Bay : 


SIR, | 


General Council being held Yeſterday 

gives the diſtant Members of it, toge- 
ther with the Members in the Town and 
Neighbourhood, the Pleaſure of addrefling 
you, —We take this firſt opportunity of do- 
ing it; and at the ſame time to pay our com- 
pliments to your Excellency. 7 

In this time of public diſtreſs, when the 
General Court of the Province is in a ſtate 
of diſſolution; when the Metropolis is poſ- 
ſeſſed by Troops, and ſurrounded by Ships of 
War; and when more Troops are daily ex- 
pected, it affords a general ſatisfaction that 
your Excellency has viſited the Province, 
and has now an opportunity of knowing the 
ſtate of it by your own obſervation and en- 
quiry. 

Your own obſervation will give you the 
fulleſt evidence, that the Town and Province 
are in a peaceful ſtate.— Vour own enquiry 
will ſatisfy you, that tho' there have been 
diſorders in the Town of Boſton, ſome of 
them did not merit notice; and that ſuch as 
did, have been magnified beyond the truth. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe of the 18th of March and 1oth of 
June are ſaid to have occaſioned the above; 
mentioned armament to be ordered hither.— 
The firſt was trivial, and could not have been 
noticed to the diſadvantage of the Town, 
but by perſons inimical to it ; eſpecially as it 
happened in the evening of a day of recrea- 
tion. The other was criminal, and the ac- 
tors in it were guilty of a riot: but we are 
obliged to ſay, it had its riſe from thoſe 
perſons who were loudeſt in their complaints 
about it, and who by their overcharged re- 
preſentations of it have been the occaſion of 
ſo great an armament being ordered hither. 
We cannot perſuade ourſelves to believe they 
have ſufficient - evidence to ſupport ſuch re- 
preſentations; which have moſt unjuſtly 
brought into queſtion the loyalty of as loyal 
a people as any in his Majeſty's dominions. 

This misfortune has ariſen from the accu- 
ſation of intereſted men, whoſe avarice ha- 
ving ſmothered in their breaſts every ſenti- 
ment of humanity towards this Province, has 
impelled them to oppreſs it to the utmoſt of 
their power ; and by the conſequences of that 
oppreſſion eſſentially to injure Great-Britain. 

From the candor of your Excellency's ſen- 
timents we aſſure ourſelves you will not en- 
tertain any apprehenſions, that we mean to 
juſtify the diſorders and riotous proceedings 
that have taken place in the Town of Boſton. 
We deteſt them, and have repeatedly and 


publickly expreſſed that deteſtation ; and in 
e 
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Council have adviſed Governor Bernard to 
order the Attorney- General to proſecute the 
perpetrators of them: but at the ſame time 
we are obliged to declare in juſtice to the 
Town, that the diſorders of the 1oth of 
June laſt, occaſioned by a ſeizure made by 
the Officers of the Cuſtoms, appear to have 
originated with thoſe who ordered the ſei- 
zure to be made. The hour of making the 
ſeizure (at or near ſun- ſet) the threats and 
armed force uſed in it, the forcibly carrying 
the veſſel away, and all in a manner unpre- 
cedented, and calculated to irritate, juſtify the 
apprehenſion that the ſeizure was accompa=- 
nied with theſe extraordinary circumſtances 
in order to excite a riot, and furnith a plauſi- 
ble pretence for requeiting Troops.—A day 
or two after the riot, and as if in proſecution 
of the laſt- mentioned purpoſe, notwithſtand- 
ing there was not the leaſt inſult offered to 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, either in 
their perſons or property, they thought fit to 
retire, on the pretence of ſecurity to them- 
ſelves, on board the Romney man of war, 
and afterwards to Caſtle-William; and when 
there, to keep up the idea of their being {till 
in great hazard, procured the Romney and 
ſeveral other veſſels of war to be fo ſtationed 
as to prevent an attack upon the Caſtle : 
which they affected to be afraid of. 

Theſe proceedings have doubtleſs taken 
place to induce a belief among the officers 


of the navy and army, as they occaſionally 
8 came 
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came hither, that the Commiltioners were 
in danger of being attacked, and to procure 
from thoſe officers repreſentations coincident 
with their own, that they really were ſo. 
But their frequent landing on the Main, and 
making excurſions into the country, where it 
would have been eaſy to have ſeized, if any 
injury had been intended them, demonſtrates 
the inſincerity of their declarations, that 
they immured themſelves at the Caſtle for 
ſafety. This 1s rather to be accounted for, 
as being an eſſential part of the concerted 

lan for procuring Troops to be quartered 
eto : in which they and their coadjutors 
have ſucceeded to their wiſh : but unhappi- 
ly to the mutual detriment and uneaſineſs of 
both countries. | 
We thought it abſolutely neceflary, and 
our duty to the 'Town and Province required 
us, to give your Excellency this detail, that. 
you might know the ſentiments of this people, 
and that they think themſelves injured, and 
injured by men to whom they have done no 
injury. From the juſtice of your Excellen- 
cy, we aſſure ourſelves your mind will not 
admit of impreſſions to their diſadvantage 
from perſons who have done the injury. 
Your Excellency in your letter to Governor 
Bernard, of the 12th of September, gave no- 
tice that one of the regiments from Halifax 
was ordered for the preſent to Caſtle- Wil- 
liam, and the other to the Town ; but you 


was. 
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was pleaſed afterwards to order both of them 
into the Town. | 

If your Excellency when you know the 
true ſtate of the Town, which we can aſſure 
you is quite peaceable, ſhall think his Majeſ- 
ty's ſervice does not require thoſe regiments 
to continue in the Town, it will be a great 
eaſe and fatisfation to the inhabitants, if 
you will pleaſe to order them to Caſtle- Wil- 
liam, where commodious barracks are provi- 
ded for their reception ; or to Point Shirley, 
in the neighbourhood of it: in either of 
which or in both they can be well accom- 
modated. | 

As to the two regiments expected here 
from Ireland, it appears by Lord Hillſbo- 
rough's letter of the zoth of July, they were 
intended for a different part of North-Ame- 
rica. | 

If your Excellency ſhall think it not in- 
conſiſtent with his Majeſty's ſervice that they 
ſhould be ſent to the place of their firſt det- 
tination, it will contribute to the eaſe and 
happineſs of the town and province, if they 
might be ordered thither. 

As we are true and faithful ſubjects of 
his Majeſty, have an affectionate regard for 
the Mother country, and a tender feeling 
for our own, our duty to each of them 
make us wiſh, and we earneſtly beg your 
Excellency to make a full enquiry into the 
diſorders above-mentioned ; into the cauſes 
of them and the repreſentations that have 

8 2 been 
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made about them; in doing which your 
Excellency will eaſily diſcover who are the 
perſons that from lucrative views have com- 
bined againſt the peace of this town and 
rovince : Some of whom it is probable have 
diſcovered themſelves already by their own 
letters to your Excellency, 

In making the enquiry, tho' many im- 
prudences and ſome criminal proceedings 
may be found to have taken place, we are 

erſuaded from the candor, generoſity and 
Juſtice that diſtinguiſh your character; your 
Excellency will not charge the doings of a 
few individuals, and thoſe of an inferior fort, 
upon the Town and Province. And with 
regard to thoſe individuals, if any circum- 
ſtances ſhall appear juſtly to extenuate the |, 
criminality of their proceedings, your Excel- 
lency will let them have their effe&t.—On 
the ſame candor, generofity and juſtice we 
can rely, that your Excellency's repreſenta- 
tions of this affair to his Majeſty's miniſters 
will be ſuch, as even the criminals themſelves 
ſhall allow to be juſt, hg: 


| Samuel Danforth, er. 
Harriſon Gray, Ichn Hill, 
James Ruſſell, Iſaac Royall, 
Jobn Bradbury Jobn Erving, 
Royal Tyler, James Bowdoin, 
Samuel White, Gam. Bradford, 
James Pitts, Thomas Hul bard, 
Samuel Dexter. Nath. Spar hau, 


Boſton, October 27, 1768. 
| To 


1351 
To the foregoing Addreſs the General gave 
| the following Anſwer. 


To the Honourable Meſſieurs Danforth, 
Hill, Royal, Eruing, Bowdoin, Bradford, 
Hubbard, Sparhawk, Gray, Ruſſell, Brad- 
bury, Tyler, White, Pitts, and Dexter, 
Members of his Majeſty's Council of the 
Province of Maſſachiſetts-Bay. 


GENTLEMEN, 


| [| Return you thanks for the honor you do me in 
L this Addreſs, and am greatly obliged to you 
for the good opinion you are pleaſed to conceive 
of me. 4 | 


Whatever may have been the particular cauſes 
of the Diflurbances, and Riots, which have 
happened in the Town of Boſton, thoſe Riots, 
and the Reſolves which were publiſhed, have in- 
duced his Majeſiy to order four Regiments to 
this town, to protect his loyal ſubjects, in their 
perſons, and properties, and to affiſt the civil 


magiſtrates in the execution of the laws. 


The diſcipline and order which will be pre- 
ſerved amongſt the Troops, I truft, will render 
their ſtay, in no ſhape diſtreſsful to his Majelty's 
dutiful ſubjects in this town ; and that the fu- 
ture bel avicur of the people, will juſtify the 
belt conſitruction of their paſt actions, which I 
flatter myſelf will be ſuch, as to afford me a ſuf- 
ficent foundation, to repreſent to his Majeſty, 

20 the 
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the propriety of withdrawing the moſt part of 
the Troops *. 


THOMAS GAGE. 
Boſſon, October 28, 1768. 


NUMBER VII. 
T ſeveral Meetings of Gentlemen of the 


Council in November and December, 
1708, Petitions to the two Houſes of Par- 
liament were agreed to by the major Part 
of the Council : in which Petitions they 
pray in the moſt explicit Manner, for the 
Repeal of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament for 
raiſing a revenue in the Colonies. This was 


* The foregoing Addreſs and Anſwer were ſent by Ge- 
neral Gage, to the Earl of Hillſborough, as appears 
by his Letter to his Lordſhip, dated at Boſton, Octo- 
ber 31, 1768. This Letter is totally deſtitute of the 
Candor, which People here had always connected with 

| the General's Character. At the date of it, he had 

nt. been in town about a fortnight : in which time, from 

4 his own knowledge and obſervation, he could not 

gain ſuch an acquaintance with the character and diſ- 

poſition of the Council, and of the People in Gene- 

18 ral, as to authorize him to fay ſo many harſh things 

1 concerning them: which, at the ſame time, are as 

uw unjuſt, as they are harſh and precipitate. The Simi- 

18 Jitude of ſentiment. in this Letter, and Governor 

13 Bernard's Letters foregoing, leaves no room to doubt 

18 from whence the matter of it was furniſhed. 

18 As the General thought proper to ſtep out of his line, 
and had undertaken to give characters, a regard for 
the Public, and eſpecially for himſelf, ſhould have 


induced him to give ſuch as were conſiſtent with 
Truth, 
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done 


1 

done ſo explicitly to prevent the Prayer of 
their Petition to the King being miſunder- 
ſtood, by Means of what Governor Ber- 
nard wrote to Lord Hillſborough, in his 
Letter, dated July 16, 1768, which accom- 
panied the ſaid Petition. 


The Petition to the Houſe of Commons is 
as follows, viz. 


To the Honorable the COMMONS of 
GREAT BRITAIN, in Parliament 
aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of the major Part of his 
Majeſty's Council of the Province of Mas- 
SACHUSET TS-BAY. 


I'S Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
| Subjects, the Council of the ſaid Pro- 
vince, being rendered unable, by the Diſſo- 
lution of the General Court, to addreſs you 
in their Legiſlative Capacity : We, the ma- 
jor Part of the ſaid Council (the other Mem- 
bers living too remote to join with us) beg 
Leave to do it on a Subject of the greateſt 
importance, not only to this Province and 
the Colonies in general, but to Great-Britain 
in particular, and humbly to repreſent to 
this honorable Houſe, 

That the firſt Settlers of New-England, 
more attentive to Religion than worldly 
Emolument, planted themſelves in this 
Country, with a View of being ſecure from 

18 
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religious Impoſition, and not with any Ex- 
pectations ot advancing their temporal In- 
tereſts, which the Nature of the Soil forbad 
them to indulge: 

That they obtained a Patent of this Coun- 
try from king Charles the Firſt, which, tho“ 
vacated in the unhappy Times of James the 
Second, revived in the preſent Charter of 
the Province, which was granted in the 
ſucceeding glorious Reign of king William 
and queen Mary, who by ſaid Charter 
confirmed to their Subjects in this Province, 
divers important Rights and Privileges, par- 
ticularly all ſuch as are eſſential to, and con- 
ſtitute the peculiar Happineſs of Britiſh Sub- 
jets: founded in the immutable Laws of 
Nature and Reaſon, and. inſeparable trom 
the grand and ultimate End of all govern- 
ment, the Security and Welfare of the Sub- 
ject, and which have been enjoyed till of 
late, without Interruption : 

That from the Length and Severity of 
the Winters, the Inferiority of the Soil, and 
the great Labour neceſſaty to ſubdue it, they 
underwent incredible Hardſhips : 

That beſides the Climate and Soil, they 
had to contend with a numerous and barba- 
rous Enemy, which made frequent Inroads 
upon them, broke up their exterior Settle- 


ments, and ſeveral times had nearly accom- 


pliſhed their utter Deſtruction; by Means 
whereof they were kept in perpetual Alarms, 
| and 


hw: 
and their country made the Scene of Ra- 
pine and Slaughter: | 5 
That nothing but the moſt invincible For- 
titude, animated by the Principles of Reli- 
gion, and the warmeſt Attachment to that 
civil Liberty which the Britiſh Conſtitution 
ſo happily defines and ſecures, could have 
enabled them to ſuſtain the Hardſhips and 
Diſtreſſes that came upon them by thoſe 
Cauſes. —Nothing leſs could have induced 
them to perſevere in the Settlement of a 
Country, from which in its beſt Eſtate they 
had only to expect a ſcanty Subſiſtence; and 
that in Conſequence of their unremitted Las 
bour : | 
That by this Labour, thoſe Hardſhips and 
Diſtreſſes, they not only dearly purchaſed 
their Settlements here, but acquired an addi- 
tional Title, over and above their common 
Claim as Men, and as Britiſh Subjects, to 
the Immunities and Privileges, granted them, 
by Charter, and which they have tranſmit- 
ted to their Children and Sueceſſors, the pre- 
ſent Inhabitants, his Majeſty's faithful Sub- 
Jects of this Province. | 
That the preſent Inhabitants, tho" more 
happily circumſtanced than their Anceſtors, 
and though ſome among them, eſpecially in 
the trading Towns, may live in Affluence, 
yet, from the Operation of the ſame Cauſes 
(the Length and Severity of the Winters and 
the Stubborneſs and Infertility of the Soil) 
are now able with all their Labour, to ob- 
1 tain 
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tain but a comfortable, and many of them 
but a ſlender, Support for themſelves and 
Families : Their Cloathing, of which in 
this cold Climate more is required than other- 
wiſe would be neceſſary, and which (ſome 
ſmall Part made by themſelves only except- 
ed) is made of the Woollens and other Ma- 
nufactures of Great Britain; the other ne- 
ceſſary Articles of Subſiſtence, and the year- 
ly Taxes upon their Polls and on their Real 
and Perſonal Eſtates, requiring the whole or 
nearly the whole Produce of their Lands. 

That by heir Means his Majeſty's Domi- 
nions have been enlarged, his Subjects in- 
creaſed, and the Trade of Great-Britain ex- 
tended: All in a Degree envied by her Ene- 
mies, and unexpected by her Friends; and 
all without any expence to her till the late 
War. 

That in the late War, without recurring 
to the former Expeditions againſt Canada, 
to the Reduction of Nova-Scotia in Seven- 
teen hundred and ten; to the Preſervation 
of it ſeveral Times ſince; to the Conqueſt 
of Louiſbourg with its dependent Territo- 
ries in Seventeen hundred and forty-five, the 
Reddition of which was eſteemed by France 
an ample equivalent for all her Conqueſts du- 
ring on her Part a ſuccceſsful War, and gave 
Peace to Europe. — Upon his Majeſty's Re- 
quifitions and the Requifitions of his Royal 
Grandfather, this Province in the laſt War 
yearly raiſed a large Body of Troops to aſſiſt 

in 
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in Conjunction with the other Colony 
Troops, in reducing the French Power in 
America: The Expence whereof was ver 

reat, and would have been inſupportable, 
Pad not Part of it been refunded by Parlia- 
ment, from a Conviction of our Inability to 
bear the whole: . 

That the Loſs of Men in the ſeyeral 
Campaigns of that War was great, and to 
ſo young a country very detrimental, and 
could not be compenſated by Grants of Par- 
liament, and to which thoſe Grants had no 
Reſpect : 

That the Acquiſition of ſo large a Part of 
America by his Majeſty's Arms, though a 
great national Good, and greatly beneficial 
to the Colonies, as thereby they have been 
freed from the Hoſtilities of the French, and 
(in a good Meaſure) of the Indians that 
were under their influence, has in divers re- 
ſpects operated to the Detriment of the 
Colonies ; particularly by diminiſhing the 
Value of real Eſtates, and drawing their In- 
habitants from them to ſettle the new ac- 
quired Territory : 

That the ſaid Acquiſitions have occaſion- 
ed new and increaſing Demands for the Ma- 
nufactures of Great-Britain, and have o- 
pened to her, Sources of Trade greatly be- 
neficial, and continually enlarging : The 
Benefits of which center in herſelf, and 
which, with the extenſive Territories acquir- 
ed, are apprehended to be an ample Equi- 

0 8 | valent 
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valent for all the Charges of the War in A+» 
merica; and for the Expences of defending, 
protecting and ſecuring the ſaid Territories x 
That this Province in particular is ſtill in 
Debt on Account of the Charge incurred by 

the late War: | 
That the yearly Taxes —excepting the 
E Year, on which no public Tax has 
cen yet laid, by Reaſon of a general Va- 
Juation of Eſtates through the Province, 
which could not be compleated before the 
Diſſolution of the late General Aſſembly, 
but which will probably be reſumed when 
a new Aſſembly ſhall be called— that the 
yearly Taxes upon the People for leſſening 
the ſaid Debt, though not ſo great as during 
the War, are nevertheleſs with more diffi- 
culty paid, by Reaſon of the greater Scarcity 
of Money: 8 | 
That the Scarcity of Money in the Colo- 
nies is owing to the Balance of their Trade 
with Great - Britain being againſt them: 
which Balance (excluſive of the Operation 
of the ſeveral Acts of Parliament taxing the 
Colonies, by laying certain Duties for the 
Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue from them) 
drains them of their Money, to the great 
Embarraſſment of their Trade, the only 
Source of it: | 
That this Embarraſſment is much increaſ- 
ed by the late Regulations of Trade; and 
by the Tax-Acts aforeſaid, which draw im- 
mediately from Trade the Money neceſſary 
to 
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to ſupport it; on the Support whereof the 
Payment of the Balance aforcſaid depends: 

That the faid Tax-Acts operating to the 
Detriment of the Trade of the Colonies, muſt 
likewiſe operate to the Detriment of Great- 
Britain, by diſabling the Coloniſts from paying 
the Debt due to her, and by laying themunder 
a Neceſſity of uſing leſs of her Manufactures : 

That by the Uſe and Conſumption of the 
Manufactures of Great-Britain, which are 
virtually charged with moſt of the Taxes 
that take Place there, the Colonies pay no 
inconſiderable Part of thoſe Taxes: 
That by ſeveral Acts of Parliament the 
Colonies are reſtrained from importing moſt 
of the Commodities of Europe, unleſs from 
Great-Britain : which occaſions her Manu- 
factures and all Commodities coming from 
her to be dearer charged, which is equiva- 
lent to a Tax upon them. 

That the Colonies are prohibited ſending 
to foreign Markets many valuable Articles 
of their produce; which giving to Great- 
Britain an Advantage in the Price of them, 
is a proportionable and a further Tax upon 
the Colonies : 

That the Exports of the Colonies, all 
their Gold and Silver, and their whole Pow- 
ers of Remittance, fall ſhort of the charged 
Value of what they import from Great- 
Britain : | 

That if it be confidered what Difficulties 
the Colonies encountred on their firſt Settle- 
ment, their having defended themſelves 

2 (Nova- 
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(Nova-Scotia and Georgia excepted) without 
any Expence to Great-Britain; the Aſſiſtan- 
ces given by them in the late War, whereby 
the Empire of Great-Britain is ſo greatly 
extended, and its Trade proportionably in- 
creaſed; the Diminution of the Value of 
their Eſtates, and the Emigration of their 
Inhabitants occaſioned by that Extenſion, the 
Loſs of Men in the ſaid War, peculiarly 
detrimental to young Countries ; the Taxes 
on them to ſupport their own internal Go- 
vernment ; the Share they pay of the Duties 
and Taxes in Britain by the Conſumption 
of Britiſh Manufactures, for which ſuch va- 
luable Returns are made; the Reſtraints upon 
their Trade, equivalent to a Tax; the Ba- 
lance of Trade continually againſt them, and 
their conſequent Inability to pay the Duties 
laid by the Acts aforeſaid. If theſe Facts 
be conſidered, we humbly conceive it muſt 
appear, that his Majeſty's Subjects in the Co- 
lonies have been, and are at leaſt as much 
burthened as thoſe in Great-Britain; and 
that they are, whilſt in America, more ad- 
vantageous to Britain, than if they were 
tranſplanted thither, and ſubjected to all the 
Duties and Taxes paid there : 

We beg Leave to lay this Repreſentation 
before this honourable Houſe, humbly pray- 
ing your favourable Conſideration of it; and 
that the Charter Rights and Privileges of - 
the People of this Province, and their inva- 
luable Liberties as Britiſh Subjects, may be 

| ſecured 
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ſecured to them; and that the ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament made for the Purpoſe of raiſing 


a Revenue in America, may be repealed. 


In the Name of the major Part of the 
Council aforeſaid, 


(Signed) SAMUEL DANFORTH, 
Preſident of the Council. 


NUMBER VIII. 


The DECLARATION of the Overſeers of 
the Poor of the Town of Boſton, viz. 


IS Excellency Governor Bernard havin 
been pleaſed in his Letter to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Hillſborough, one of 
his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, 
dated November the 1ſt, 1768, to inform 
his Lordſhip, That when the Report of 
« Troops coming here was firſt confirmed, 
« all Kinds of People were thruſt into this 
« Building, (viz. the Manufactory Houſe 
6 in this Town) and the Work- Houſe it- 
« ſelf was opened, and the People confined 
© there were permitted to go into the Ma- 
ce nufactory Houſe.” And the Governor 
adds that, this was admitted to be true in 
© Council by one of the Board who is an 
« Overſeer of the Poor, and a Principal 
therein.“ | 


Hts 
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His Excellency is further pleaſed to fay, 
«© Thus this Building belonging to the Go- 
% yernment, and aſſigned by the Governor 
and Council for his Majeſty's Uſe, is kept 
46 filled with the Outcaſt of the Work- 
© Houſe, and the Scum of the Town, to 
ce prevent its being uſed for the Accommo- 
« dation of the King's Troops. 

It is incumbent on us who were then the 
Overſeers of the Poor of the Town, to whoſe 
Care and Government the Work-Houſe is 
by Law committed, as well in 333 to 
our own Character, as from a Regard to 
Truth to declare, That it never was: our 
Practice, nor did we ever in any Inſtance ſet 
open the Work-Houſe Doors for a general 
Releaſe.— That the Manufactory-Houſe is a 
Building which we in our Office had no 
manner of Concern with, and we never did 
permit Perſons confined in the Work-Houſe 
to go into the ſame or even connive at it. 
On the contrary, by Virtue of the Authority 
veſted in us by the Laws of the Province to 
order and confine idle and diflolute Perſons 
to the Work-Houſe, we have taken ſundry 
Perſons of ſuch Character from the Manu- 
factory-Houſe and confined them in the 
Work-Houſe, That particularly in the 
Months of January and February 1768, 
ſeveral Perſons were removed from thence 
to the Work-Houſe, who were poſitively 
prohibited returning to the ManufaQory- 
Houle, and they were finally releaſed upon 
exprets 


— 


„ SE 
expreſs Condition of their finding other 
Habitation. F l 5 

And further, We declare that in the Diſ- 
miſſion of any Perſon from the Work- 
Houſe, we never had it in Contemplation 
that they ſhould return to the Manufactory- 
Houſe, more eſpecially with a View of pre- 
venting the King's Troops from being ac- 
commodated there; as we never could con- 
ceive ſuch a Building would be aſligned for 


that Purpoſe. | 
Workhouſe- Hall, Boſton, April 15, 1769. 
Joſeph Waldo John Barrett, 2 8 | 
John Leverett, Royal Tyler, = > 
John Gore, Benjamin Dolbears, C2 5 8 
amuel Partridge, William Whitwell, [& 8 & 
Thomas Tyler, William Greenleaf, T 8 
John Bradford, William White, S & 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, April 15, 1769. 


HEN the above- named ohn Bar- 

rett, Eſq; the Honorable R, Tyler, 
Eſq; Mr. Benjamin Dolbeare, Mr. William 
Whitwell, Mr. Wilkam Greenleaf, William 
White, Eſq; Mr. Joſeph Waldo, John Leverett, 
Eſq; John Gore, Eſq; Mr. Samuel Partridge, 
Thomas Tyler, Eſq; and Mr. John Bradford, 
ſeverally made folemn Oath to the Truth of 
the within and foregoing Declaration, ſub- 


ſcribed by them, 
hn Ruddoch, ? Juſtices of 
the Peace 
Quo um Unus, 
U Mr. 


7 
e Us, belcher Noyes, 
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Mr. BoLLANv's Petition to the Houſe of 
Commons. 


A Copy of this Petition was received from 


Mr. Bollan, with the Copies of Governor 
Bernard's Letters foregoing. The Reſo- 
lations, on which the ſaid Petition is 
grounded, and in which the Council and 
Houſe of Repreſentatives of this Province 
are unjuſtly cenſured, were occaſioned by 
the Miſrepreſentations of the ſaid Go- 
vernor. As the Petition 1s upon a Matter 
of great Importance to all his Majeſty's 
Subjects in America, and has ſome relati- 


on to the Subject of the foregoing Let- 
ters, it 1s here inſerted, 


To the Honorable the Commons of Great- Bri- 
tain in Parliament aſſembled. 


The Petition of WIL LIAN BoLLAN, of 


Boſton, in the Province of Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, Eſq; | 


 Moft bumbly ſhews, 


I. HAT the Right Honorable the 

Lords ſpiritual and temporal hav- 
ing ſent to this Hon. Houſe certain reſolu- 
tions, with an addreſs to his Majeſty, for 
their concurrence, by which reſolutions their 
Lordſhips have cenſured the council and re- 
preſentatives of the ſaid province, and the 


Civil 
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civil magiſtrates of Boſton, for ſeveral cauſes, 
and the addreſs ſuppoſes that the ſubjects of 
our Lord the King, born and reſiant in his 
colonies in America, and his Majeſty's other 
ſubjects living there, are liable to be taken 
from their proper domicil, and brought into 
England, and there tried for treaſon, or 
miſprifion of treaſon preſumed to have been 
by them committed in any of the colonies, 
your petitioner, with all due reverence to 
their Lordſhips and this honorable Houſe, 
conceives this ſuppoſition 1s erroneous and 
ſubverſive of the true conſtitution of the 
colonies, formed by the acta regia of ſeveral 
Princes, upon the advice of able coun- 


ſellors and great lawyers, and corroborated 


by ſeveral acts of parliament. 

II. That the reſolutions or addreſs con- 
tain no expreſs charge or mention of any 
certain treaſon, with an overt act manifeſting 
it, committed, or preſumed to have been 
committed within the province of Maſla- 
chuſetts-Bay, as the proper foundation of 
the ſubſequent proceedings in the addreſs 
mentioned. 

III. That the law having with great wiſ- 


dom diſhinguiſhed offences, and given them 


ſeveral names ſuitable to their reſpective na- 
tures, and the ſafety of the ſubject, requir- 
ing preciſion in all proceedings in criminal 
caſes, your petitioner humbly conceives theſe 
diſtinctions are ever to be obſerved with 

U 2 certainty, 
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certainty, and more eſpecially in proceed- 
ings of ſo great importance. 

IV. That at common law there was a 
gow latitude uſed in raifing of offences inta 
the crime and puniſhment of treaſon, by 
way of interpretation and arbitrary conſtructi- 
on, which brought in great inconvenience 
and uncertainty ; ſo that before the ſtatute 
of 25 Edw. III. the crime of treaſon was fo 
uncertain and arbitrary, that almoſt ever 
offence that was, or ſeemed to be a abt 
of the faith and allegiance due to the King, 
was by conſtruction and conſequence raiſed 
into the offence of high treaſon ; wherefore 
it became abſolutely. neceſſary that there 
ſhould be ſome fixed and ſettled boundary 
for this great crime, which was happily ef- 
fected by that ſtatute, which ſo far excels in 
policy and wiſdom, that, ſave Magna Charta, 
<& No act of parliament hath had more ho- 
* nour given unto it by the King, Lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and the Commons of 
* the realm, for the time being in full par- 
© liament than this act,“ hath had when 
ſound judgment and provident foreſight took 
place, and the departures from it in violent 
and improvident times have been attended 
with great miſchiefs and dangers. 

V. That in the next reign, thro' the want 
of due regard for this ſtatute in the King, 
his Miniſters, Judges and Parliaments, the 
great boundary of treaton thereby aſcertain- 
ed was broken, and conſtructive treaſons 


being 
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being let in, they, by various viciſſitudes, 
miſchieved all parties, enabled their leaders, 
as they alternately * to cut off their 
opponents, and left great unquietneſs in the 
minds of the people, and were indeed one of 
the occaſions of the unhappineſs of that miſ- 
guided Prince. Among other things the 
King enquired of his two chief juſtices, and 
divers other judges, what puniſhment they 
deſerved who had compelled or conſtrained 
the King to make a certain ſtatute, ordina- 
tion and commiſſion; to which queſtion they 
unanimouſly anſwered that they were juſtly 
to be puniſhed as traitors. Alſo how they 
were to be puniſhed who hindered the King 
from exerciſing what pertained to the regali- 
ty and his prerogative ; to which they like- 
wiſe unanimouſly anſwered that they ſhould 
alſo be puniſhed as traitors, with ſeveral other 
queſtions and anſwers to the like purpoſe. 
This extravagant and extrajudicial declara- 
tion of treaſon by theſe judges gave preſent- 
ly an univerſal offence to the kingdom, for 
preſently it bred great inſecurity to all per- 
ſons; and for this very cauſe, within the 
ſpace of ſeven months, thoſe judges were in 
parliament adjudged to ſuffer as traitors. 
Treſilian, chief juſtice, was executed, and 
the lives of the reſt being ſpared they were 
baniſhed into Ireland: and the proceedings 
in this reign alone ſuffice fully to evince, 1. 
The great importance of the ſtatute of 25 
Edw. III. with the utility and neceſſity of 
ſtrictly 
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ſtrictly obſerving it. 2. How dangerous it 
is to depart from the letter of that ſtatute, 
and to multiply and inhance offences into 
treaſon by general or ambiguous words, as 
accroaching of loyal power, ſubverting of 
fundamental laws, and the like. 3. How 
dangerous it is by conſtruction and analogy 
to make treaſons where the letter of the law 
has not done it; for ſuch a method admits 
of no limits or bounds, but runs as far as 
the wit and invention of accuſers, and the 
odiouſneſs and deteſtation of perſons accuſed 
will carry men. 

VI. That in the reign of King Henry VIIL. 
who in the latter part of it became arbitrary 
and ſevere, treaſons were exceedingly mul- 
tiplied, and his parliaments were ſo ſubſer- 
vient to his mutable and violent will, that in 
the 31ſt year of his reign they enacted, that 
the proclamations of the King and Council, 
of the more part of them, concerning reli- 
gion, or other matters, ſhould be obeyed as 
though they were made by act of parliament, - 
under ſuch penalties and pains as to him and 
them ſhould ſeem neceſſary, and that they 
who diſobeyed them, and went beyond ſea, 
contemptuouſly to avoid anſwering ſuch of- 
fence, ſhould be guilty of treaſon, and in 
the 34th year, in further ſubverſion of the 
conſtitution and common ſafety of the realm, 
they enacted that judgment might be given 
againſt any of the offenders by nine of the 
King's council, And the King, in matters 


which 


1 
which concerned his wives, daughters, and 
ſucceſſors of the crown, being chiefly go- 
verned by his inclinations, and the parlia- 
ment having ** put in his hands wholly the 
c Order and declaration of the ſucceſſors of 
c the realm”, by the acts made in 25th, 
28th, and 35th years of his reign, ſeveral 
arbitrary and contradictory inſtitutions and 
proviſions relative to his marriages and his 
iſſue, with the diſpoſal, and conditional li- 
mitations of the ſucceſſors of the crown, 
were made; and in ſupport of his various in- 
ſtitutions numerous treaſons were created. 
Among others it was made treaſon by words 
to derogate from ſeveral of his marriages, 
and words alone which ſhould be uſed in 
prejudice to any of the manifold proviſions 
contained in the different inſtitutions eſta- 
bliſhed by the acts of the 28th and 35th 
years were made treaſon; and altho' the 
greateſt contrarieties reſpecting matters the 
moſt intereſting had notoriouſly taken place 
in parliament, yet the laſt declaration of his 
will was to be held ſacred, and his ſubjects 
were reduced to ſuch an abject condition, that 
they muſt either deem him infallible, tho' 
ſubject to the greateſt failings, or be dumb 
on pain of death; wherefore it was well 
ſaid by a foreigner, that this King with the 
papal ſupremacy had likewiſe taken to him- 
ſelf the papal infallibility, Immediately af- 
ter paſſing the act of the 35th year of this 
King's reign, whereby the crown was provi- 
ſionally 
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fionally limited to his daughters Mary and 
Elizabeth, who had before been declared il- 
legitimate by the King and parliament, and 
publiſhing them to be the King's lawful chil- 
dren made treaſon, and who by the moſt plain 
and neceſſary implication, were declared ille- 
gitimate by this very act, which created fo 
many treaſons, in ſupport of theſe limitations, 
with others, the act entitled, “ an act for 
<« the trial of treaſons committed out of the 
King's dominions,” by the addreſs ſuppo- 
ſed to extend to the colonies, was made, 
with intent, it is preſumed, more certainly 
to puniſh thoſe who ſhould in Scotland, whoſe 
King, according to the uſual courſe of deſ- 
cent, would, on prince Edward's death with- 
out iſſue, in caſe the Ladies Mary and Eliza- 
beth were illegitimate, have good and clear 
right to the crown, or in any other foreign 
Prince's dominions, by word or deed oppoſe 
theſe limitations; and moreover, thoſe who 
ſhould oftend againſt the immediate ſuc- 
ceeding act, whereby the ſtyle of ſupreme 
head of the church of England and Ireland 
was annexed to the imperial crown of Eng- 
land; and it was made treaſon to imagine 
to deprive any to whom the crown was or 
ſhould be limited of any of their titles, ſtyles, 
names, degrees, royal eſtate or regal power 
annexed to the crown of England. 

VII. That all the treaſons enacted in this 
King's reign were abrogated by the ſtatutes 


of iſt Edw, VI. and iſt Mary. The former 
created 
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created ſome new treaſons : but the latter at 
one blow laid flat all thoſe numerous trea- 
ſons, miſpriſions, &c, enacted fince 25th 
Edward 3d, which excellent ſtatute, as it is 
called by both the chief juſtices Coke and 
Hale, contains as the former obſerves, two 
rules afſuredly true; the iſt. That the 
« ſtate of a King ſtandeth and conſiſteth 


more aſſured by the love and favour of 


the ſubjea toward their Sovereign, than in 


« the dread and fear of laws made with ri- 


«« gorous pains and extreme puniſhment for 
e not obeying their Sovereign. And the 


other, That laws juſtly made for the pre- 
« ſervation of the common weal, without 
e extreme puniſhment or penalty, are more 
« often, and for the moſt part better obeyed 
e than laws and ſtatutes made with great 
% and extreme puniſhment. Mitius impe- 
“ ranti melius paretur.” 

VIII. That no one of the preſent reſolu- 
tions contains any matter which is treaſon 
within the ſtatute of the 25th of Edward 
3d, and for farther illuſtration herein your 


* 


petitioner ſubmits to this honourable houſe, 
1. the caſe of Nicholas de Segrave, ſtated 
by Sir E. Coke in his pleas of the crown, 
with his annex'd remark, viz. Nicholas 
de Segrave was charged in open parlia= 


% ment in præſentia domini regis, co- 
© mitum, baronum, & aliorum de confilio 
Regis tunc ibi cxiſtent, that the King in 


e the war of Scotland being amongſt his 


X © enemies, 


at 
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enemies, Nicholas de Segrave bis liege 


man, and holding of the King by homage 
and fealty, ſerved him for his aid in that 
war, did maliciouſly move contention and 
diſcord without cauſe with Johnde Cromb- 
well, charging him with many enormous 
crimes, and offer'd to prove it upon his 
body. To whom the ſaid John anſwered, 

that he would anſwer him in the King's 
court, as the court ſhould conſider, &c. 
and thereupon gave him his faith. After 
Nicholas withdrew _ himſelf from the 
King's hoſt, and from the King's aid, 
leaving the King amongſt his enemies; in 
periculo hoſtium ſuorum, and adjourned 
the ſaid John to defend himſelf in the court 
of the King of France, and prefix'd him 
a certain day, et fic, quantum in eo fuit, 
ſubjiciens et ſubmittens dominium regis 


& regni ſubjectioni domini regis Franciæ: 


ad hoc faciendum iter ſuum arripuit uſ- 
que Doveriam, ad transfretandum, &c. 
All which the ſaid Nicholas confeſſed, et 
voluntati domini regis de alto & baſſo inde 
ſe ſubmiſit: et ſuper hoc dominus rex vo- 
lens habere aviſamentum comitum, ba- 
ronum, magnatum, et aliorum de conſilio 
ſuo, injunxit jiſdem in homagio, fideli- 
tate, & ligeantia quibus ei tenentur, quod 
ipſum fideliter conſulerent, qualis pæna 
pro tali facto ſic cognito fuerit infligenda : 
qui omnes, habito ſuper hoc diligenti trac- 
tatu & aviſamento, conſideratis & intellec- 


4 tis 
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te tis omnibus in prædicto facto contentis, 
% Kc. dicunt quod hujuſmodi factum mere- 
te tur amiſſionem vitæ & membrorum, &c. 
% ſo as this offence was then ſolemnly 
„ adjudged high treaſon. But this is taken 
e away by this Act of 25th Edw. 3. being 
* not under any of the claſſes or heads ſpe- 
6 cified in this Act.“ 2. The Act 2 Hen. 
5, recites that great rumours, congregations 
and inſurrections had been made by the Lol- 
lards, with intent, among other things, to 
annul and ſubvert the Chriſtian faith (eſta- 
bliſhed by common and ſtatute law) and the 
law of God, and to deſtroy all the eſtates of 
the kingdom ſpiritual and temporal; and al- 
ſo all manner of policy, and laws of the 
land finally; yet theſe offences were not de- 
clared or made treaſon. And, 3. It appears 
as © well by the articles exhibited in Parlia- 
** ment, 21 Hf. 5, againſt Cardinal Wolſey, 
* as by indictment in the King's bench a- 
« gainſt Ligham 23 H. 8. rot. 25. That the 
* Cardinal did endeavour to ſubvert antiquil- 
* ſimas leges hujus regni, univerſumquehoc 
ve regnum Anglæ legibus imperialibus ſub- 
Jugare; which although it be a charge of 
** ſubverting the ancient laws of the king- 
dom, and to introduce new and arbitrary 
laws; yet neither upon the articles or in- 
« dictment was the ſame imputed to be trea- 
fon; but ended in a charge of premunire.” 
IX. That if none of the reſolutions ſingly 
contain matter of treaſon, the reſult of them 
2 8. all 
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all cannot make treaſon, for the number of 
offences does not change their nature, and 
confound their ſpecies, and the act for re- 
verſing the Earl of Strafford's attainder, con- 
tains the ſtrongeſt declaration againſt intro- 
ducing accumulative and conſtructive trea- 
ſons. 

X. That the coloniſts being held under 
the ſame allegiance with the people of Eng- 
land, the introduction of accumulative or 
conſtructive treaſon would, as your petition- 
er conceives, ſubvert their common ſafety, 


and ſhake the ſecurity of the whole Empire. 


XI. That miſpriſion of treaſon is not in 


its nature a ſubſtantive, but a vertual or con- 


ſequential crime, which cannot exiſt with- 
out an actual treaſon, any more than a ſha- 
dow without a ſubſtance; and if no treaſon 


or miſpriſion appears to have exiſted in the 


Province, it is preſumed the Addreſs fails 
in its foundation. 

XII. That the information of an offence 
is a thing diſtinct from the oath which ſup- 
ports it, and the fulneſs of information re- 


ſpects the matter, not the verification of it; 


yet it is not deſired by the Addreſs, that the 
information therein mentioned ſhould be 
taken upon oath. _ 

XIII. That the act of 35 Hen. 8. cap. 2. 
made for the trial of foreign treaſons, pro- 


'vides that theſe trials ſhall be had before the 


court of King's- Bench, or before Commiſ- 


ſioners, &c. yet the Addreſs, with reſpect 
tO 
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to the trials therein mentioned, takes no 
notice of the court of King's-Bench, but 
ſuppoſes that if any trials take place, the 
ſame are to be had before ſpecial commiſ- 
ſioners, of whom no perſon can at preſent 
have any certain knowledge, nor of the 
place where they are to be had. 

XIV. That the Engliſh colonies were 
planted with intent to ſtretch out the bounds 
of England, with its dominion relative to 
the King and Subject, in ſubſervience to 
which noble purpoſe it was by proper acta 
regia declared, that the original Engliſh co- 
loniſts and their poſterity, with their aſſo- 
ciates collected from other dominions of the 
crown of England, ſhould enjoy all the pri- 
vileges of perſons native of England, in 
ſuch ample manner as if they were born and 
reſiant there. 

XV. That under the force and faith of 
theſe royal declarations, numerous perſons, 
with great toil, peril, hardſhip, and expence 
of much blood and treaſure, planted theſe 
colonies to the great advancement of the 
commerce, wealth, and naval ſtrength of 
England: ſo that, in your petitioner's hum- 
ble opinion, they have a greater claim of 
merit with their mother country, than any 
other colonies, ancient or modern; for he 
is perſuaded that if, thro' the coloniſts in 
general, and thoſe of Maſſachuſetts-Bay in 
particular, France had not by various mou 

cen. 
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been prevented, her naval 7 would have 
become ſuperior to that of England. 

XVI. That after numerous. colonies, iſ- 
ſuing from divers nations, had been ſettled 
in different parts of the world, and formed 
new common- wealths, by the Roman poli- 
cy, approved by men of ſound judgment in 


all ages, their colonies were continued part of 


the common- wealth, and uſed as the beſt 
means of ſecuring and improving that em- 


pire, which they had enlarged by their poli- 
cy and arms; and in this reſpect the modern 
Europeans have ſo notoriouſly imitated them, 
that ſeveral great modern authors, living in 
countries which had no colonies, when treat- 


ing of the civil rights of mankind, have no- 
ted this particular, and the words of a late 
Pruſſian author may ſerve to declare the ſtate 
of the Engliſh coloniſts. Von definunt eſſe 
cives. | 


XVII. That by the letters patent iſſued 


for the ſettlement of the colonies their lands 


were, jure proprietatis & dominii, united with 
the land of England, the chief part of 
them being held as of the manor of Eaſt 


Greenwich, and the coloniſts were continued 


part of the family of England, the whole 
forming one dominion; ſo that altho' thro* 
neceſſity ariſing from their diſtant ſituation 
and cantonment they are in ſome reſpects di- 
vided, yet in national, federal, and politi- 
cal conſideration, they were ever to be held 

part 
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part of the body politic or common- wealth 
of England. e e eee 
XVIII. That the ſtat. of 15 Car. 2. c. 7. 
contains an expreſs declaration per verbade 
præſenti, that his Majeſty's plantations be- 
ond the ſeas are inhabited and peopled by 

his ſubjects of this his kingdom of England, 
and by the ſtat. of 13 Geo. 2. c. 7. it was 
enacted, that from the 1ſt day of June 1740, 
all perſons born out of the King's legiance, 
who had inhabited or ſhould inhabit for the 
ſpace of ſeven years or more in any of his 
Majeſty's colonies in America, and ſhould 
take the oaths, and make the declarations 
therein directed, ſhould be deemed, adjudged 
and taken to be his Majeſty's natural born 
ſubjects of this kingdom, to all intents, con- 
ſtructions and purpoſes, as if they had been, 
or were born within this kingdom. | 

XIX. That the foreigners who become in- 
tled to the Britiſh right, by neceſſary conſe- 
quence become well intitled to the continual 
enjoyment of it in the place where they ac- 
quired it; and, a fortiori, the perſons born 
in the colonies, who are of the blood and 
lienage of England, have good title to the 
ſame. | | 

XX. That poſitive laws are frequently 
ſhort in ſome of their expreſſions, and one 
and the ſame word hath ſometimes various 
ſignifications in the ſame law, as well as in 
different laws, having in one part a ſimple, 
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in another a complex idea annexed to it, and 
ſometimes more or leſs complex ideas. In 
acts made in the reign of Hen. 8th on great 
occaſions the word realm ſignifies all the do- 


minions held of the crown of England ; but 


in the preamble of the aforeſaid act, made 
for the trial of foreign treaſons thereby in- 
tended to be ſubjected to a new mode of tri- 
al, the words, and other his Grace's do- 


minions” being added to the words, out 


e of the King's Majeſty's realm of England,” 
and this addition being dropt in the purvieu, 
it has been, as your petitioner underſtands, 
inferred, that treaſons committed out of the 
land of England, tho' within the dominion 
of England, as the colonies are, may be tried 
in England by virtue of this ſtatute, altho' 
the title, and the preamble, which is the key 
e to open the meaning of it, moſt clear- 


ly oppoſe this conſtruction. The preamble 


recites, that doubts had ariſen reſpecting the 


trial of foreign treaſons, and it is expreſly de- 


clared, that for a plain remedy, order 
and declaration therein to be had” this ſta- 
tute was made. | 
XXI. That the meaning of every law is 
the law, when collected from all the words 
and the ſubject matter of it, not forgetting 
the ancient rule diſtinguenda ſunt tempora, 
which in the preſent caſe is neceſſary to be 
obſerved ; for England had no colonies when 
this ſtatute was made, wherefore the legi- 
ſlators 
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flators could not intend thereby to regulate 
their offences. 

XXII. That the conſtructive extenſion of 
an act made for the trial of treaſons commit- 
ted out of the King's dominions to the co- 
lonies, would pro tanto put them upon the 
ſame foot with the dominions of foreign 
Princes, which, it is preſumed, would be 
improper and impolitic in any caſe, and would 
greatly impair the ſtrongeſt and beſt liga- 
ments, theirconſtitution and affection, where- 
by it is much to be deſired that they ſhould 
ever be firmly held in perfect union with the 
mother country, for their mutual ſafety and 
felicity, and would not conſiſt with the char- 
ter of the ſaid province, which provides that 
the Governor ſhall not tranſport any of the 
inhabitants out of it without their own con- 
ſent. 


XXIII. That the province of Maſſachu- 


ſetts- Bay having no agent duly authoriſed 
to repreſent the ſame, and no General Court 
or Aſſembly, the holding whereof depends 
on the Governor, having been held for ſome 
time paſt, none could be appointed, 


Tour Petitioner therefore, in defence of 
the rights to which in common with all 
the inhabitants of the ſaid province he 
is entitled, humbly ſubmits the pre- 
ceeding matters to the conſideration of 
this honourable houſe, and humbly 


prays, 
A 
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pros that their concurrence in the re- 
olutions and addreſs may not take 
place, being firmly perſuaded, that the 
ſame would in its operation and conſe- 
quence be extremely detrimental to 
Great Britain as well as her Colonies. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, 
ſhall ever pray, &c. 


W. BOLLAN. 


Extract from a Letter of William Bollan, 
Ei; to the Honourable Samuel Danforth, 
E/q; dated in London, January 30, 1769. 


ce 


HE houſe (of Commons) was ad- 
journed to the 19th inſtant, and 
American affairs ſtood appointed for conſide- 
ration on the 23d, when your Petition was 
intended to have been preſented by Mr, 
Beckford ; but by a fingular event he was 
prevented. On the 25th after Governor Ber- 
nard's, General Gage's and Commodore. 
Hood's Letters (which on motion made on 
behalf of the Colonies had been on the 2oth 
brought in and laid upon the Table) were 
read, he preſented it ; and on his behalf Mr. 
Alderman Trecothick read it, with ſuch an 
audible voice, that it is fuppoſed every mem- 
ber in the houſe clearly underſtood it; and 
being objected to, a debate enſued, wherein 


the 
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the Petition was nobly ſupported by divers 
worthy Members. The chief objections, I 
am told, were, that no Council could be 
convened without the Governor's order ; and 
that by the Conſtitution of the Colony there 
could be no Preſident of the Council, unleſs 
when there was no Governor or Lieutenant 
Governor. In Anſwer whereto, I am infor- 
med, it was ſaid, that in the preſent great 
diſtreſs of the Province no Aſſembly was cal- 
led, and no Council convened from time to 
time with liberty to defend, upon the pre- 
ſent great occaſion, the rights and intereſts 
of the Province; and that the objections to 
your Petition, inſtead of being founded on 
the principles of natural juſtice, equity and 
the conſtitution of the kingdom, reſted in a 
good meaſure on the Repreſentations of Govere 
nor Bernard.” e 
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A SHORT 
NARRATIVE : 
'The horrid Maſſacre in Bos r OH, 
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Bos rox, ſſ. At a Meeting of the Freeholders and other 
Inhabitants of the Town of Boſton, duly 
qualified and legally warned, in publie 
Town-Meeting aſſembled at Faneuil- 
Hall, on Monday the 12th Day of 
March, Anno Domini 1770. 


75 AT Article in the Wafraiit for calling this Meet- 

ing, viz. ** What ſteps may be further neceſſary for 
e obtaining a particular Account of all proceedings rela- 
« tive to the Maſſacre in King-Street on Monday night 
« laſt, that à full and juſt repreſentation may be made 
« thereof,”* was read, 


WWherenpon, 


' VOTE D, That the Honourable James Wordt 
Eſq, Doctor Joſeph Warren, and Samuel Pemberton,, 
Eſq; be a Committee for this important buſineſs ; and 
they are defired to report as ſoon as may be. 


Aiteſt. 
WILLIAM COWPER, Town-Clerk. 


* 


H E following Report, containing a Narrative of 
the late Maſſacre, is ſubmitted to the Town, 


In the Name of the Committee. 
JAMES BOWDOIN. 


At the Town Meeting held on the 19th of March 
1770, by Adjournment. 


HE afore-mentioned Report was read and confider+ 

ed, whereupon Voted Unanimouſly, That the ſame 
be accepted, and that it be immmediately printed, and 
the Committee are deſired to tranſmit Capies thereof as 
Joon as poſſible to the | following Gentlemen, viz. The 
Right Honourable Iſaac Barre, Eſq; one of bis Majeſty's 
moſt Honourable Privy Council; Thomas Pownall, E/q; 
Tate Governor of the Maſfachuſetts ; William Bollan, 
Z: Agent for his Majeſty's Council ; Dennis De Berdt, 
Ei; Agent for the Houſe of Repreſentatives ; ; Benjamin 
Franklin, Eq; L. L. D. and Barlow Trecothick, E; 
Member of Parliament for the City of London, 


Atteſt, 
WILLIAM COWPER, Town-Clerk, 


A SHORT 


N AR RA T1 it 


| O F 
The horrid Maſſacre in Boſton, 


Perpetrated in the Evening of the 5th Day of 
March 1770, by Soldiers of the 29th Regi- 
ment, which, with the 14th Regiment, were 
then quartered there : With ſome Obſervations 
onthe State of Things prior to that Cataſtrophe. 


T may be a proper introduction to this narrative, 
1 briefly to repreſent the ſtate of things ſor ſome 
time previous to the ſaid maſſacre; and this ſeems ne- 
_ in order to the forming a juſt idea of the cauſes 
of it. 

At the end of the late war, in which this Province 
bore ſo diſtinguiſhed a part, a happy union ſubſiſted 
between Great-Britain and the Colonies. This was 
unfortunately interrupted by the Stamp-A&; but it 
was in ſome meaſure reſtored by the Repeal of it. It 
was again interrupted by other acts of parliament for 
taxing America; and by the appointment of a Board 
of Commiſſioners, in purſuance of an aft, which by 
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the face of it was made for the relief and-encourage- 
ment of commerce, but which in its operation, it was 
apprehended, would have, and it has in fact had; a a 
contrary effect. By the ſaid act the ſaid Commiſſion- 
ers were ** to be reſident in ſome convenient part of 
his Majeſty's dominions in America.” This muſt 
be underſtood to be in fome part convenient for the 
whole.—But it dots not appear, that in fixing the 
place of their reſidence, the convenience of the whole 
was at all conſulted; for Boſton being very far from 
the center of the colonies, could not be the place moſt 
convenient for the. whole. — Judging by the act, it 
may ſeem this town was intended to be favoured, by 
the Commiſſioners being appointed to reſide here; 
and that the confequence of that reſidence would be 
the relief and encouragement of commerce : but the 
reverſe has been the conſtant and uniform effect of it; 
fo that the commetce of the town, from the embar- 
raſſments in which it has been lately involved, is 
greatly reduced. For the particulars on this head, 
ſee the ſtate of the trade not long fince drawn up and 
tranſmirted to England by a committee of the mer- 
chants of Boſton. | "E107" 

The reſidence of the Commiſſioners here has been 
detrimental not only to the commerce, but to the po- 
litical intereſts of the town and province; and not 
only ſo; but we can trace from it the cauſes of the late 

horrid maſſacre. | | '! Tus 

* Soon after their arrival here in November 1767 
inſtead of confining themſelves to the proper buſineſs 
of their office, they became partizans of Governor 
Bernard: in his political ſchemes, and had the weak" 
neſs and temerity to infringe upon one of the miſt 
eſſential rights-of the houſe of commons of this pro- 
vince—that of giving their votes with freedom, and 
not being accountable therefor but toi their conſtitu- 
29 ents. 
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ents. One of the members of that hoyſe, Captain 
Timothy Folgier, having voted. in ſome affair con- 
trary to the mind of the ſaid Commiſſioners, was for 
ſo doing diſmiſſed from the office he held under 
them. \ i 
* Theſe proceedings of theirs, the difficulty of acceſs 
to them on office-buſineſs, and a ſupercilious beha- 
viour, rendered them diſguſtful to people in general, 
who in conſequence. thereof treated them with neglect. 
This probably ſtimulated them to reſent it: and to 
make their reſentment felt, they and their coadjutor 
Governor Bernard made ſuch repreſentations. to his 
Majeſty's miniſters, as they thought beſt calculated to 
bring the diſpleaſure of the nation. upon the town and. 
province: and in order that thoſe repreſentations, 
might have the more weight, they are ſaid to have 
contrived and executed plans for exciting diſturbances. 
and tumults, which otherwiſe would probably never 
have exiſted ; and when excited, to have tranſmitted 
to the miniſtry, the moſt exaggerated accounts. of. 
them, rl 

Theſe particulars of their conduct his Majeſty's. 
Council of this province have fully laid open in their 
proceeding in council, and in their addreſs to General 
Gage in July and QQober 1768, and in their letter 
to Lord Hillſborough of the 15th of April 1969, —. 
Unfortunately for us, they have been too ſucceſstul-in, 
their ſaid repreſentations, which, in conjunction with 
Governor Bernard's, have occaſioned his , Majeſty's. 
faithful ſubjects of this town and province to be 
treated as enemies and rebels, by an invaſion of the 
town by ſea and land: to which the approaches were 
made with all the circumſpection uſual where a vigo- 
rous oppoſition is expected. While the town was 
ſurrounded by a conſiderable number of his Majeſty*s.. 
thips of war, two regiments landed and won Feat 
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fon of it; and to ſupport theſe, two other regiments 
arrived ſome time after from Ireland, one” of which 
landed at Caſtle-Iſland, and the other in the town, 
Thus were we, in aggravation of our other em- 
bartaſſments, embarraſſed with troops, forced upon 
us contrary to our inelinationcontrary to the ſpirit, 
of Magna Charta contrary to the very letter of the 
Bill of Rights, in which it is declared, that the railing 
or keeping a ſtanding army within the kingdom in 
time of peace, unleſs it be with the conſent of parlia- 
ment, is agzinſt law—and without the deſire of the 
civil magiſtrates, to aid whom was the pretence for 
ſending the troops hither ; who were quartered in the 
rown in direct violation of an act of parliament for 
quartering troops in America: and all this in conſe- 
quence of the repreſentations of the ſaid Commiſſion- 
ers and the ſaid Governor, as appears by their memo- 
rials and letters lately publiſhed. | 
As they were the procuring cauſe of troops being 
ſent hither, they muſt therefore be the remote and 
a blameable cauſe of all the diſturbances and-blood- 
ſhed that have taken place in conſequence of that 

meaſure. 55 
But we ſhall leave them to their own reflections, 
akter obſerving, that as they had ſome months before 
the arrival of the troops, under pretence of ſafety to 
their perſons, retired from town to the caſtle ; ſo, after 
the arrival of the troops, and their being quartered in 
the town, they thought proper to return, having an- 
ſwered, as they doubtleſs thought, the purpoſe of 
their voluntary flight, | $1 I 
We ſhall next attend to the conduct of the troops, 
and to ſome circumſtances relative to them. Go- 
vernor Bernard without conſulting the Council, having 
given up the State-houſe to the troops at their landing, 
they took poſſeſſion of the chambers, where the repre- 
, 6 ſentatives 


: 
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a conſiderable time, to che great annoyance of thoſe 
courts while they ſat, and of the merchants and gentle- 


of it their exchange. They had a right ſo to do, as 
prived of that right by mere power. The ſaid Governor 


ſoon after, by every ſtratagem and by every method, 


the troops; and for that purpoſe cauſed it to be be- 


poles: but failing in that, other houſes were. procured, 


troops to be . quartered, After their quarters were 


the State-houſe (where the the General Court, and all 
the Law Courts for the County were held) with two 
held pieces pointed to the State-houſe. This ſituation 


an attack upon the conſtitution, and a defiance of law, 


tive authority of the province. | 
The General Court, at the firſt Seſſion after the ar- 
rival of the troops, viewed it in this light, and ap- 
plied to Governor Bernard to cauſe ſuch a nuiſance to 
be removed; but to no purpoſe. Diſguſted at ſuch 
an indignity, and at the appearance of being under 


B ſtances, 


the property of it was in the town z but they were de- 
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but a* forcible entry, endeavoured to get. poſſeſſion of 
the manufactory-houſe, to make a barrack of it for 


of the main guard and field pieces ſeemed to indicate 


ſentatives of the province and the courts; of law held 
theit meetings, and (except the council chamber) of 


all other parts of that houſe : in which they continued 


men of the town, who had always made the lower floor 


* 


ſieged by the troops, and the people in it to be uſed 
very cruelly ; which extraordinary proceedings created 
univerſal uncaſineſs, ariſing from the apprehenſion _ 
that the troops under the influence of ſuch a man 
would be employed to effect the moſt dangerous pur- 


in which, contrary. to act of pat liament, hg cauſed the 


ſetiled, the main guard was poſted at one of the ſaid 
hou es, directly oppoſite to, and not 12 yards from 


and to be intended to affront the legiſlativeand execu- 


dureſſe, they refuſed to do buſineſs in ſuch cireum- 


6 
ſtances, and in conſequence thereof were adjourned 
to Cambridge, to the great inconvenience of the 
members. 

Beſides this, the challenging the inhabitants by 
centinels poſted in all parts of the town before the 
lodgings of officers, which (for about ſix months, 
while it Jaſted) occaſioned many quarrels and great 
uneaſineſs. | 

Captain Wilſon's of the 59th, exciting the negroes 
of the town toytake away their maſters lives and pro- 
perty, and repair to the army for protection, which 
was fully proved againſt him. —The attack of a party 
of ſoldiers on ſome of the magiſtrates of the town 
—the repeated reſcues of ſoldiers from peace officers 
the firing of a loaded muſket in a public ſtreet, to 
the endangering a great number of peaceable inhabi- 
tants—the frequent wounding of perſons by their ba- 
yonets and cutlaſſes, and the numerous inſtances of bad 
behaviour in the ſoldiery, made us early ſenſible, that 
the troops were not ſent here for any benefit to the 
town or province, and that we had no good to ex- 
pect from ſuch conſervators of the peace *. 

It was not expected however, that ſuch an outrage 
and maſſacre, as happened here on the evening of the 
fifth inſtant, would have been perpetrated, There were 
then killed and wounded, by a diſcharge of muſ- 
quetry, eleven of his Majeſty's ſubjects, viz. 

Mr. Samuel Gray, killed on the ſpot by a ball en» 
tering his head. | | | 


Thel inhabitants, inflead of making application to the military 
officers on theſe occaſions, choſe rather to oppoſe the civil autho- 
rity and the laws of the land to ſuch offenders; and had not the 
ſoldiery found means to evade legal puniſhments, it is more than 

robable their inſolence would have received a check, and ſome of 
the molt melancholy effects of it been prevented. 
| Criſpus 
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Criſp us Attucks, a NO killed on the ſpot, 


two balls entering his breaſt. 

Mr. James Caldwell, killed on the ſpot, by two 
balls entering his back. 

Mr. Samuel Maverick, a youth of 17 years of age, 
mortally wounded : he died the next morning. 

Mr. Patrick Carr mortally wounded : he died the 
14th inſtant, 

Chriſtopher Monk and John Clark, youths about 
17 years of age, dangerouſly wounded ; it 1s appre- 
hended they will die, 

Mr. Edward Payne, merchant, ſtanding at his door, 


wounded. 

Meſſ. John Green, Robert Patterſon, and David 
Parker, all dangerouſly wounded. 

The actors in this dreadful tragedy were a party of 
ſoldiers commanded by Captain Preſton of the 29th 
regiment. This party, including the Captain, con- 
ſiſted of eight, who are all committed to gaol. 

There are depoſitions in this affair which mention 
that ſeveral guns were fired at the ſame time from 
the Cuſtom-Houſe ; before which this ſhocking ſcene 
was fexhibired. - Into this matter inquiſition is now 
making. In the mean time it may be proper to 
inſert here the ſubſtance of ſome of thoſe depo- 
ſitions. 

Benjamin Frizell, on the evening of the gth of 
March, having taken his ſtation near the weſt- corner 
of the Cuſtom - Houſe in King - ſtreet, before and at 
the time of the ſoldiers firing their guns, declares, 
(among other things) that the "firſt diſcharge was only 
of one gun, the next of two guns, upon which he the 
deponent thinks he ſaw a man ſtumble, the third 
diſcharge was of three guns, upon which he thinks he 
ſaw two men fall ; and immediately after were dilſ- 
charged, five guns, two of which were by ſoldiers 

B 2 on 


window of the Cus rou-Housx, the flaſhes appearing on 
20 be, and of which the deponent was very ſenſible, al- 


were all on his right hand. 


clock in the front chamber in the houſe occupied by 
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on his right hand; the other three, as appeared, to the de- 
ponent, were diſcharged from the balcony, or the chamber 


theleft hand,and bigher than theright hand flaſhes appeared 
though his eyes were much turned to the ſoldiers, who 


Gillam Baſs, being in King-ſcreet at the ſame time, 
declares that they (the party of ſoldiers from the 
main guard) poſted themſelves between the Cuſtom- 
Houſe door, and the welt corner of it; and in a few 
minutes began to fire upon the people: Two or tbree 
of the flaſhes ſo high above the reſt, that he the depo- 
nent verily believes they muſt bave come from the Cus- 
ToM-Houss windows. | 

Jeremiah Allen declares, that in the evening of the 
5th day of March current, being at about nine o' 


Colonel Ingerſoll in King- ſtreet, he heard ſome guns 
fired, which occaſioned his going into the balcony of 
the ſaid houſe—that when he was in the ſaid balco- 
ny in company with Mr. William Molineux jun. and 
John Simpſon, he heard the diſcharge of four or 
five guns, the flaſhes of which appeared to the weſt- 
ward of the centry-box, and immediately after, he the 
deponent beard two or three more guns, and ſaw the 
flaſhes thereof from out of the houſe now called the Cus- 
ToM-Hovuse, as they evidently appeared to him, and 
which he the ſaid deponent at the ſame time declared 
to the aforeſaid Molineux and Simpſon, being then near 
him, ſaying io them (at the fame time pointing his 
hand towards the Cuſtom- Houſe) there they are out of 
the Cuſtom-Houſe. p 
George Coſter, being in King-ſtreet at the time above- 
mentioned, declares that in five or {ix minutes after he 
ſtopped he heard the word of command given to the 
| ſoldiers 
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ſoldiers, Fire, upon which one gun was fired, which did 
no execution, as the deponent obſerved ; about half 
2 minute after two guns, one of which killed one Sa- 
muel Gray a rope-maker, the other a molatto man, be- 
tween which two men the deponent ſtood ; after this 
the deponent heard the diſcharge of four or five guns 
more by the ſoldiers; immediately after which he 
deponent heard the diſcharge of two guns or piſtols, from 
an open window of the midd'e ſtory of the CusTom- 
Hovse, near to the place where the centry - box is pla- 
ced, and being but a ſuall diſtance from the window, 
he heard the people from within ſpeak and laugh, and 
ſoon after ſaw the caſement lowered down ; after 
which the deponent aſliſted others in carrying off one 
of the corps. 

Cato a Negro man, ſervant to Tuthill Hubbart, 
Eſq; declares, that on Monday evening the fifth of 
March current, on hearing the cry of fire, he ran into 
King-ftreet, where he ſaw a number of people aſſem- 
bled before the Cuſtom-Houſe, that he ſtood near the 
centry-box and faw the ſoldiers fire on the people, who 
ſtood in the middle of the ſaid ſtreet; directly after 
which he ſaw two flaſhes of guns, one quick upon the 
other, from the chamber-wind:w of the Cusrou-HouszE; 
and that after the firing was all over, while the people 
were carrying away the dead and wounded, hs ſaw 
the CusToM-House door opened, and ſeveral ſoldiers 


(one of whom had a cutlaſs) go into the Cusrou-Housk 
and ſhut the door after them. 


Benjamin Andrews declares, that being deſired by 
the committee of enquiry to take the ranges of the 
holes made by muſquet balls, in two houſes near op- 
poſite to the Cuſtom-Houſe, he finds the bullet hole in 
the entry-door-polt of Mr. Payne's houſe (and which 
grazed the edge of the door b fore it entered the poſt, 
where it lodged,ftwo and a half inches deep) ranges juſt 


under 
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under the ſtool of the weſtermoſt lower chamber window 
of the Cusrou-Housx. a 

Samuel Drowne, towards the end of his depoſition 
which contains a pretty full account of the proceed- 
ings of the ſoldiers on the evening of the fifth inſtant). 
declares, that he ſaw the flaſhes of two guns fired from 
the CusToM-Hovse, one of which was out of a win- 
dow of the chamber weſtward of the balcony, and the 
other from the balcony , the gun, which be clearly diſ- 
cerned, being pointed through the ballifters, and the perſon 
who held the gun, in a ſtooping poſture withdrew him- 
elf into the houſe, having a handkerchief or ſome kind 
of cloth cover bis face. 

'Theſe depoſitions ſhow clearly that a number of 
guns were fired from the Cuſtom-Houſe.—As this af- 
tair is now enquiring into, all the notice we ſhall take 
of it is, that it diſtinguiſhes the actors in it into Street- 
Actors and Houſe-Actors; which is neceſſary to be 
obſerved. N 


What gave occaſion to the melancholy event of that 
evening ſeems to have been this. A difference having 
happened near Mr. Gray's ropewalk, between a ſoldier 
and a man belonging to it, the ſoldier challenged the 

ropemakers to a boxing match. The challenge was 
accepted by one of them, and the ſoldier worſted. 
He ran to the barrack in the neighbourhood, and re- 
turned with ſeveral of his companions. The fray was 
renewed, and the ſoldiers were driven off. They ſoon 
returned with recruits, and were again worſted. This 
happened ſeveral times, till at length a conſiderable 
body of ſoldiers was collected, and they alſo were 
diiven off, the ropemakers having been joined by 
their brethren of the contiguous ropewalks. By this 
time Mr. Gray being alarmed interpoſed, and with the 


aſſiſtance of ſome gentlemen prevented any further 
diſturbance. 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
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diſturbance, To ſatisfy the ſoldiers and puniſh the 
man who had been the occaſion of the firſt difference, 
and as an example to the reſt, he turned him out of 
his ſervice ; and waited on Col. Dalrymple, the com- 
manding officer of the troops, and with him con- 
certed meaſures for preventing further miſchief. 
Though this affair ended thus, it made a ſtrong im- 
preſſion on the minds of the ſoldiers in general, who 
thought the honour of the regiment concerned to re- 
venge thoſe repeated repulſes. For this purpoſe they 
ſeem to have — a combination to commit ſome 
outrage upon the inhabitants of the town indiſcriminate- 
ly; and this was to, be done on the evening of the 
fifth inſtant, or ſoon after, as appears by the depoſi- 
tions of the foilowing perſons, viz. 

William Newhall declares, that on Thurſday night 
the firſt of March inſtant, he met four ſoldiers of the 
29th regiment, and that he heard them ſay, here were 
a great many that would eat their dinners on Monday 
next, that ſhould not eat any on Tueſday. 

Daniel Calfe declares, that on Saturday evening the 
zd of March a camp-woman, wife to James M*Deed 
a grenadier of the 29th, came into his father's ſhop, 
and the people talking about the affrays at the Rope- 
walks, and blaming the ſoldiers for the part they had 
acted in it, the woman ſaid the ſoldiers were in the 
right; adding, that before Tueſday or Wedneſday night 
they would wet their ſwords or bayonets in New England 
People's blood. | 

Mary Brailsford declares, that on Sabbath evening 
the 4th of March inſtant, a ſoldier came to the houle 
of Mr. Amos Thayer, where the then was. He de- 
firing to ſpeak with Mr. Thayer, was told by Mrs, 
Mary Thayer, that her brother was engaged, and could 
not be ſpoke with. He ſaid, Your brother, as you 
call him, is a man I have a great regard for, and I 

came 
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came on purpoſe to tell him to keep in his houſe, for 
before Tueſday night next at twelve o'clock," there will 
be a great deal of bloodſhed, and a great many lives 
loft; and added, that he came our of a particular re- 
gard to her brother to adviſe him to keep i in his houſe, 
for then he would be out of ' harm's way. He ſaid, 
Your brother knows me very well; my name is Charles 
Malone. He then went away. —Of-the ſame | import, 
and in confirmation of this declaration, are: the de 
ſitions of Mary Thayer and Aſa Copeland, who both 
live with the ſaid Mr. Thayer, and heard what the 
ſoldier ſaid as above mentioned. It is alſo e | 
by the depoſitions of Nicholas Ferriter. 

Jane Uſher declares, that about nine o Tan on 
Monday morning the gth of March current, from a 
window ſhe ſaw two En in the habit of ſoldiers, 
one of whom being on horſeback, appeared to be an 

officer's ſervant, The perſon on the horſe firſt ſpoke 
to the other, but what he ſaid, ſhe is not able to ſay, 
though the window was open, and ſhe not more than 
20 feet diſtant : the other replied, He hoped be Joni 
fee blood enough ſpilt before morning. 

Matthew Adams declares, that on Monday. evening 
the 5th of March inſtant between the- hours of ſeven” 
and eight o'clock, he went to the houſe of corporal 
Perthall of the 29th regiment, near Quaker-lane, 
where he ſaw the corporal and his wife, with one of the 
fifers of the ſaid regiments. When he had got what 
he went for, and was coming away, the corporal called 
him back, and deſired him with great earneſtneſs to go 
home to-his maſter's houſe as ſoon as buſineſs was over, 
and not to be abroad on any account that night in 
particular, for tbe ſoldiers were determined to be revenged 
an the ropewalk people, and that much miſchief would bt 
done. Upon which the fiter (about 18 or 19 years of 
age) ſaid, he hoped in God they would burn the ; 
oun 


- 
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dawn. On this he left the houſe, and the ſaid corporal 
called after him again, and begged he would mind 
what he ſaid to him. 

Caleb Swan declares, that on Monday night the gth 
of March inſtant, at the time of the bells ringing for 
fire, he heard a woman's voice whom he knew to be 
the ſuppoſed wife of one Montgomery, a grenadier of 
the 29th regiment, ſtanding at her door, and beard her 
ſay, it was not fire; the town was too haughty and too 
proud ; and that many of their arſes would be laid low 
before the morning. 

Margaret Swanſborough declares, that a free woman 
named Black Peg, who has kept much with the ſoldiers, . 
on hearing the diſturbance on Monday evening the 
- 5th inſtant ſaid, tbe ſoldiers were not to be trod upon by. 
the inhabitants, but would know before morning whether 
they or the inhabitants were to be maſters. | 

Joſeph Hooton, jun. declares, that coming from 
the South-end of Boſton on Monday evening the 5th 
of March inſtant, againſt Dr. Sewall's meeting he 
heard a great noiſe and tumult, with the'cry of murder 
often repeated. Proceeding towards the Town-houſe 
he was paſſed by ſeveral ſoldiers running that way, with 
naked cutlaſſes and bayonets in their hands. He aſked 
one of them what was the matter, and was anſwered by 
him, By God you thall all know what is the matter 
ſoon. Between nine and ten o'clock he went into 
King-ftreet, and was preſent at the tragical ſcene ex- 
hibited near the Cuſtom-houſe, as particularly ſer forth 
in his depofition. 

Mrs. Mary Ruſſell declares, that John Brailsford, a 
private ſoldier of the furteenib regiment, who had 

requently been employed by her (when he was ordered 

with his company to the Caſtle, in conſequence of the 

murders committed by the. ſoldiers on the evening of 
the 5th of March) coming; to the deponent's houſe 
C declared, 
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declared, that THEIR regiment were ORDERED {0 bold 
themſelves in readineſs, and accordingly was ready THAT | 
EVENING, upon the inbabitants firing on the ſoldiery, to 
come to the aſſiſtance of the ſoldiery. On which ſhe 
aſked him, if he would have fired upon any of the 
inhabitants of this town. To which he replied, Yes, 
if he had orders; but that if he ſaw Mr. Ruſſell he 
would have fired wide of him. He alſo ſaid, it's well 
there was no gun fired by the inhabitants, for had there 
been, we ſbould haye come to the ſolgiers aſſiſtance. 

By the foregoing depoſitions it appears very clearly 
there was a general combination among the ſoldiers, of 
the 29th regiment at leaſt, to commit ſome extraordinary 
act of violence upon the town; that if the inhabitants 
attempted to repel it by firing even one gun upon thoſe 
ſoldiers, the 14th regiment were ordered to be in 
readineſs to aſſiſt him; and that on the late butchery 
in King-ſtreet they actually were ready for that pur. 
mu. had a ſingle gun been fired on the perpetrators 

It, 

It appears by a variety of depoſirions, that on the 
Tame evening between the hours of ſix and half after 
nine (at which time the firing began) many perſons, 
without the leaſt provocation, were in various parts of 
the town inſulted and abuſed by parties of armed ſol- 
diers patrolling the ſtreets ; particularly | 

Mr. Roberc Pierpoint declares, that between the 
hours of ſeven and eight in the evening, three armed 
ſoldiers paſſing him, one of them who had a bayonet 
gave him a back-handed ſtroke with it; on complaint 
of this treatment he ſaid the deponent ſhould ſoon hear 

more of it, and threatened him very hard. 

Mr. Henry Baſs declares, that at nine o'clock a 
party of ſoldiers came out of Draper's alley leadin 
to and from Murray*s barracks, and they being . 
eth large naked cutlaſſes, made at every body coming 


*. 
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in their way, cutting and ſlaſhing, and that he himſelf 
very narrowly eſcaped receiving a cut from the foremoſt 
of them, who purſued him. 

Samuel Atwood declares; that 10 or 12 ſoldiers; 
armed with drawn cutlaſſes; bolted out of the alley 
leading from Murray's barracks into Dock- ſquare, and 
met the deponent, who aſked them if they intended 
to murder people; they anſwered, Yes, by God, 
root and branch; ſaying here is one of them; with 
that one of them ſtruck the depohent with a club, which 
was repeated by another : the deponent 5 1. unarmed 
turned to go off, and he received a wound on the left 
ſhoulder, which reached the bone, diſabled him, and 
gave him much pain. Having gone à few ſteps the 
deponent met #200 officers, and aſked them, Gentlemen, 
what is the matter? hey anſwered, you will fee by and 
by; and as he paſſed by Col. Jackſon's he heard the 
cry, Turn out the guards. . £ 
Capt. James Kirkwood dectares, that about nine of 
the clock in the evening of the 5th day of March 
current, he was going by Murray's barracks, hearing 
a noiſe he ſtopt at Mr. Rhoads's door, oppoſite the ſaid = 
barracks, where ſaid Rhoads was ſtanding, and ſtood 
ſome time, and ſaw the ſoldiers coming out of the yard 
from the barracks; armed with cutlaſſes and bayonets, 
and ruſhing through Boylſtone's alley into Cornhill, 
two officers, viz, Lieutenants Minchin and Dickſon; 
came out of the Meſs-houſe, and ſaid to the ſoldiers, 
My lads, come into the barracks, and don't hurt the 
inhabitants, and then retired into the Meſs-houſe. Soon 
after they came to the door again, and found the 
ioidiers in the yard ; and directly upon it, En/ign Mall. 
came to the gate of the Barrack-yard, and ſaid to the 
ſoldiers, Turn out, and I will tand by yen; this he re- 
peated frequently, adding, Kill them! flick them! 
knock them down! run your bayonets through them 
C 2 with 
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with a great deal of language of like import. Upon 
which a great number of ſoldiers came out of the bar- 
racks with naked cutlaſſes, headed by ſaid Mall, and 
went through the aforeſaid alley; that fome officers 
came and got the ſoldiers into their barracks z and that 
Mall with bis ſword or cutlaſs drawn in bis band, as 
often bad them out again, but were at laſt drove 


into their barracks by the aforeſaid Minchin and 
Dickſon. 


— 


Mr. Henry Rhoads's declaration agrees with Capt. 


Kirkwood's. a | 

Mr. Matthias King of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, de- 
clares, that in the evening of the gth day of March 
inſtant, about nine of the clock, he was at his lodgings 
at Mrs. Torrey's near the town pump, and heard the 
bells ring and the cry of fire; upon which he went to 
the door, and ſaw ſeveral ſoldiers come round the 
South ſide of the 'Town-houſe, armed with bayonets, 
and ſomething which he took to be broad ſwords; 
that one of thoſe people came up almoſt to him and 
Mr. Bartholomew Kneeland ; and that they had but 
Juſt time to ſhut the door upon him, otherwiſe he is 
well aſſured they mult have fell victims to their bound- 


leſs cruelty. He afcerwards went into the upper cham- 


ber of the ſaid houſe, and was looking out of the 
window, when the drum and the guard went to the 
barrack, and he ſaw one of the guards kneel and pre- 
Hent his piece with a bayonet fixed, and heard him 
{wear he would fire upon a'parcel of boys who were 
then in the ftreet, but he did not. He further 


eclarcs, that <vhen the body of troops was drawn up 


_ before the Guard-houſe (whith was preſently after the 
' maſſacre) be heard an officer ſay to another, that this 
was fine woik, and juſt what be wanted; but in 
the hurry he could not ſee him, ſo as to know him 
again. © | 


Robert 
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Robert Polley declares, that on Monday evening 
the zth inſtant, as he was going home, he obſerved 
about ten perſons ſtanding near Mr. Taylor's door; 
after ſtanding there a ſmall ſpace of time he went with 
them towards Boylſton's alley oppoſite to Murray's 
barracks: we met in the alley about eight or nine 
armed ſoldiers z they aſſaulted us,, and gave us a great 
deal of abuſive language : we then drove them tack to 
the barracks with ſticks only: we looked for ſtones or 
bricks, but could find none, the. ground being covered 
with ſnow : ſome of the lads diſperſed; and he the 
ſaid Polley, with a few others, were returning peace- 
ably home, when we met about nine or ten other ſol- 
diers armed; one of them ſaid, Where are the ſons 
of bitches?“ They ſtruck at ſeveral perſons in the 
ſtreer, and went towards the head of the alley. T'wo 
officers came and endeavoured to get them into their 
barracks; one of the lads propoſed to ring the bell; 
the ſoldiers went through the alley, and the boys huzza'd 
and ſaid they were gone through Royal Exchange-lane 
into King-ſtreet. - 14. 
Samuel Drowne declares, that about nine of the 
clock of the evening of the 5th of March current, 
ſtanding at his own door in Cornhill, he ſaw about 
14 or 15 ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, who came 
from Murray's barracks armed with naked cutlaſſes, 
fwords, &c. and came upon the inhabitants of the 
town, then ſtanding or walking in Cornhill, and abuſed 
ſome, and violently aſſaulted others as they met them; 
molt of whom were without ſo much as a ſtick in their 
hand to defend themſelves, as he very clearly could 
diſcern, it being moon-light, and himſelf being one 
of the aſſaulted perſons. All or moſt of the ſaid 
ſoldiers he ſaw go into King-ſtreet (fome of them 
through Royal txchange-lane) and there followed 
them, and ſoon diſcovered them to be quarrelling and 
fighting 
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fighting with the people whom they ſaw there, which 
he thinks were not more than a Sn when the ſol- 
diers came there firſt, armed as aforeſaid. Of thoſe 
dozen people the mall of them were gentlemen; 
ſtanding together a little below the Town-houſe upon 
the Exchange. At the appearance of thoſe ſoldiers ſo 

armed; the moſt of the twelve perſons went off, ſome 
of them being firſt aſſaulted. 

The violent proceedings -of this party, and their 
going into King-ſtrcerz © quarrelling and fighting with 
the people whom they ſaw there“ (mentioned in Mr. 
. Drowne's depolition) was immediately introductorj 

to the grand cataſtrophe. 
| Theſe aſſailants, who iſſued from Murray s barracks 
(ſo called) after attacking and wounding divers * 
in Cornhill, as above mentioned, being armed, 
ceeded (moſt of them) up the Royal 1 
into King-ſtreet, where making a ſhort ſtop, and after 
aſſaulting and driving away the few they met there; 
they brandiſhed their arms, and cried out, Where are 
the boogers? where are the cowards? At this time 
there were very few perſons in the ſtreet beſide them- 
ſelves — This party in proceeding from Exchange- 
lane into King-ſtreet muſt paſs the centry poſted at the 
weſterly corner of the Cuſtom hoùſe, which butts on 
that lane and fronts on that ſtreet. This is needful to 
be mentioned, as near that ſpout and in that ſtreet the 
bloody tragedy was acted, and the ſtreet- actors in it 
were ſtationed, their ſtation being but a few feet from 
the front ſide of the faid Cuſtom-houſe. The out- 


rageous behaviour and the threats of the ſaid party oc- 
caſioned the ringing of the Meeting-houſe bell near 
the head of King-ſtreet ; which belf ringing quick as 
for fire, it preſently brought out a number of the 
Inhabitants, who being ſoon ſenſible of the occaſion of 
it, were naturally led to King-ftreetr, where the faid 


party 
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arty had made a ſtop but a little while before, and 
where their ſtopping had drawn together a number of 
boys round the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe, Whether the 
boys miſtook the centry for one of the ſaid party, and 
thence took occaſion to differ with him, or whether 
he firſt affronted them, which is affirmed in ſeveral depo, 
ſitions. however that may be, there was much foul 
language between them ; and ſome of them, in conſe- 
quence of his puſhing at them with his bayonet, threw 
ſnow-balls at him “, which occaſioned him to knock 
haſtily at the door of the Cuſtom-houſe, From 
hence two perſons thereupon proceeded immediately 
to the main guard, which was poſted (oppoſite to the 
State-houſe) at a ſmall diſtance near the head of the 
ſaid ſtreet. The officer on guard was Capt. Preſton, 
who with ſeven or eight ſoldiers with fire arms, and 
charged bayonets, iſſued from the Guard-houſe, and 
in great haſte poſted himſelf and his ſoldiers in the 
front of the Cuſtom-houſe near the corner aforeſaid. 
In paſting to this ſtation the {ſoldiers puſhed ſeveral 
perſons with their bayonets, driving through the 
| oth wie i] r 


* Since writing this narrative ſeveral depoſitions have appeared, 
which make it clear, that the centry was firſt in fault. He over- 
heard a barber's boy ſaying that a captain of the 14th (who had. 
Juſt paſſed by) was ſo mean a fellow as not to pay his barber for 
ſhaving him; upon this the centry left his poſt and followed the 
boy into the middle of the ſtreet, where he told him to ſhew his 
face; the boy pertly replied, I am not aſhamed to ſhew my face 
to any man; upon this the centry gave him a {weeping ſtroke on 
the head with his muſket, which: made him reel and ſtagger and 
cry much. A fellow apprentice aſked the centry what he meant 
by this abuſe ? He replied, D—n your blood, if you do not get 
out of the way I will give you ſomething; and then fixed his 
bayonet and puſhed at the lads, who both ran-out of the way. This 
diſpute collected a few perſons about the boy, near the Cuſtom- 
houſe, Preſently after this, the party above-mentioned came into 

ing-ſtreet, which was a further occaſion of drawing people 
hither, as above related. (See depoſition of Benjamin Broaders 
and others), 8 9 wh 


” 
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; people i in ſo rough a manner, that it appeared 22 

intended to create a diſturbance. This occaſioned 
ſome ſnow-balls to be thrown at them; which ſeems | 
to have been the only provocation that was given, 8 
Mr. Knox (between whom and Capt. Preſton there ; 


was ſome converſation on the ſpot) declares, that 
- while he was talking with Capt. Preſton, the ſoldiers 
of his detatchment had attacked the people with | 
their bayonets; and that there was not the leaſt provo- N 
cation given to Capt. Preſton or his party; the backs 8 
of the people being towards them when the people were 2 
attacked. He alſo declares, that Capt. Preſton ſcemed 5 
to be in great haſte and much agitated; and that ac- by 
cording to his opinion there were not. then preſent in 5 
King - ſtreet above 70 or 80 perſons at the extent. 77 
The ſaid party was formed. into a half circle, and, 
within a ſhort time after they had been poſted at the 
Cuſtom- houſe, began to fire upon the people. 
Capt. Preſton is s ſaid to have orcered them to, fire, 
and to have repeated that order. One gun was fired 
firſt; then others in ſucceſſion,” and with deliberation, 
till ten or a dozen guns were fired, or till that number 
of diſcharges were made from the guns that were fired. 
By which means 11 perſons were killed and wounded, 
as above repreſented. 
Theſe facts, with divers circumſtances attending 
them, are ſupported by the depoſitions of a confider- 
able number of perſons, and among others, of the 
following, viz.' Meſſrs. Henry Baſs, Samuel Atwood, 
Samuel Drowne, James Kirkwood, Robert Polley, 
Samuel Condon, Daniel Uſher, Joſiah Simpſon, Henry Wl 
Knox, Gillam Baſs, John Hickling, Richard Palmes, 
Benjamin Frizzel, and others, whoſe depoſitions are ia 
the appendix. 
Soon after the firing, a drum with a party from the 
main guard went to Murray's and the other barracks, 
beating 
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beating an alarm as they went, which, with the firing, 
had the effect of a ſignal for action; whereupon all 
the ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, or the main body of 
them, appeared in King-ftreet under arms, and ſeemed 
bent on a further maſſacre of the inhabitants, which 
was with great difficulty prevented. They were 
drawn up between the State-houſe and main guard, 
their lines extending acroſs the ſtreet and facing down 
King-ftreet, - where the town-people were aſſembled. 
The firſt line kneeled; and the whole of the firft pla- 
toon preſented their guns ready to fire, as ſoon as the 
word ſhould be given. They continued in that poſ- 
ture a confiderabie time; but by the good Providence 
of God they were reſtrained from firing. a 
That they then went into King- ſtreet with ſuch a diſ- 
poſition will appear probable by the two following de- 
poſitions. . 


Mrs. Mary Gardner, living in Atkinſon-ſtreet, de- 
clares, that on Monday evening the 5th of March 
current, and before the guns fired in King-ſtreet, there 
were a number of ſoldiers aſſembled from Green's 
barracks towards the ſtreet, and oppoſite to her gate; 
that they ſtood very ſtill until the guns were fired in 
King-ſtreet, then they clapped their hands and gave a 
cheer, ſaying, This is all that we want. They ran to 
their barrack, and came out again in a few minutes 
all with their arms, and ran towards King-ſtreet. 


William Fallaſs declares, that (after the murder in 
King-ftreet) on the evening of the 5th inſtant, upon 
his return home he had occaſion to ſtop oppoſite to 
the lane leading to Green's barracks, and while he 
| ſtood there the ſoldiers ruſhed by him with their arms 
towards King-ſtreet, ſaying, This is our time or chance: 
and that he never ſaw men = dogs fo greedy for their 


pre 
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prey as thoſe ſoldiers ſeemed to be, and the ſerjeanty 
could hardly keep them in their ranks. A 
Theſe circumſtances, with thoſe already mentioned, 
atnount to a clear proof of a combination among 
them to commit ſome outrage upon the town on that 
evening; and that after the enormous one committed 
in King-ſtreet, they intended to add to the hprrors of 
that night by making a further ſlaughter. 
At the time Capt. Preſton's party iſſued from the 
main guard there were in King- ſtreet about two hun- 
dred perſons, and thoſe were collected there by the 
ringing of the bell in conſequence of the violenees of 
another party that had been there a very little while 
before. When Captain Preſton had got to the Cuſ- 
tom- houſe, ſo great a part of the people diſperſed at 
fight of the ſoldiers, that nat more than twenty gr 
thirty then remained in King-ſtreet, as Mr. Drowne 
declares *, and at the time of the firing not ſeventy, as 
Mr. Palmes thinks. N | 
But after the firing, and when the ſlaughter was 
Known, which occaſioned the ringing of all the bells 
of the town, a large body of the inhabitants ſoon 
aſſembled in King-itreer, and contipued there the whole 
time the 29th regiment was there under arms, and 
would not retire till that regiment and all the ſoldiers 
that appeared, were ordered, and actually went, to 
their barracks : after which, having been aſſured by 
the Lientenant-goyernor and a number of the cixil 
magiſtrates preſent, that every legal ſtep ſhould be 
faken to bring the criminals to juſtice, they gradually 
dliſperſed. For ſome time the appearance of things 
was diſmal: the ſoldiers outrageous on the on: hand, 
and the inhabitants juſtly incenſed againſt them on the 
ether; both parties ſeeming diſpoſed ig come to ac- 
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tion. In this caſe the conſequences would have beet! 
terrible; but by the interpoſition of his Hohor, ſome 
of his Majeſty's council, a number of civil magiſtrates, 
and other gentlemen of weight and influence, who all 
endeavoured to calm and pacify the people; and by 
the two principal officers interpoſing their authority 
with regard to the ſoldiets, there was happily no fur- 
ther bloodſhed enſued; and by two o'clock the town 
was reſtored to a tolerable ſtate of quiet. About that 
time Capt. Preſton, and a few hours after the party 
that had fired, were committed towafe cuſtody, _ 

One happy effect has ariſen from this melancholy 

affair, and is is the general voice of the town and 
province it may be a laſting one — All the troops are 
removed from the town They are quartered for 
the preſent in the barracks at Caſtle Iſland; from 
whence it is hoped they will have a ſpeedy order to 
remove intirely out of the province, together with 
thoſe perſons who were the occaſion of their coming 
haben d NG work Fe 1 
In what manner this was effected, it is not foreign 
from the ſubject of this narrative to relate. 
The morning after the maſſacre a towu- meeting was 
held; at which attended a very great number of the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of the town. They 
were deeply impreſſed and affected by the tragedy of 
the preceding night, and were unanimouſly of opinion 
it was incompatible with their ſafety that the troops 
ſhould remain any longer in the town; in conſequence 
thereof they choſe a committee, of fiſteen gentlemen to 
wait upon his Honor the Lieutenant-governor in 
Council, to-requeſt of him to iſſue his orders for the 
immediate removal of the troops. _ WF 
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ſafety; that nothing can rationally 


 beocen the inhabitants and troops, and eſpecially for the 


"poſed, and laid under ſuch reſtraint, that all occaſion of 
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The meſſage was in theſe wenge: 


bar it is the unanimous opinion of this maeting that 
the inbabitants and ſoldiery can no longer live together in 
be enpefted to reſtore 
the peace of the town and prevem farther blaod and car- 
nage, | but the immediate removal of the troops; and 
that we therefore moſt fervently pray bis Honor that bis 
power and influence . be exerted for their en re- 


moval. 


His Honor's reply, which was laid before the town 
then adjourned to the old ſouth INE was 
as follows: t 


nen 


I am extremely ſorry for the unbappy differences be- 


ation of the laſt evening, and I have exerted myſelf upon 
that occaffon, that a due enquiry may be made, and'that 
the law may have its courſe. I have in council conſulted 
with the commanding officers of the tuo regimens who 
are in the town. I hey bave their orders from the Gene- 
ral at New York : it is not in my power is counters 
mand thoſe orders. The Countil have defered that” the 
too regiments may be removed to the Cattle. From the 
particular concern which the 29th regiment has had in 
your differences, Col. Dalryimple, who is the commanding 
Acer of the troops, has fignified that that regiment al 
roi hon delay be placed in the barracks at the | Caſtle, 
ventil be can Fen to the General and receive bis further 
orders concerning both the regiments, and that the main 

guard ſhall be removed, and the 14th regiment ſo dij- 


future diſturbances may be prevented. 
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The foregoing reply having been read and ſully con- 
Gdered—the I was put, Whether the — — 


ſatisfactory? Paſſed in the Negative (only one dien 
tent) out of e of 4000 voters. 


A reſpectable Committee was then 3 to 1 
on his Honor the Lieutenant- governor, and inform 
him, that it is the unanimous opinion of this meeting 

that the reply made to 4 vote of the inhabitants preſented 

his Honor in the morning, is by no means ſatisfuctory: 
and that nothing leſs will ſatisfy than a total and imme · 
diate ſemeren of all the troops. 


' The Committee having waited upon che Lieute- 
nant-governor, agreeable to the foregoing vote, laid 
before the inhabitants the following vote of Council 
received from his Honor. 


His Honor the Lieutenant-2overnor laid before the 
Board a vote of the town of Boſton paſſed this after- 
' noon, and then addreſſed the Board as follows: 


Gentlemen of the Council, 


« ] lay before you a vote of the town of Boſton, 
_ which ] have juſt now received from them, and I now 


aſe your advice what you judge neceſſary to be done upon 
1 TH ”9 

The Council thereupon expreſſed themſelves to be una- 
ni mouſiy of opinion, that it was abſolutely neceſſary 
for his Majeſty's ſervice, the good order of the town, 
and the peace of the province, that the troops ſhould be 


- immediately removed out of the town of Boſton, and 


thereupon adviſed bis Honor to communicate this advice 
of the Council to Col. Dalrymple, and to pray that be 


would order the troops down to Caſtle William.“ The 


Com- 
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Cummiliee alſo informed the town that Col. Dalrymple, 
after having ſeen the vote of Council, ſais to. the Com- 
mittee, 

* That be now gave bis word of honor that he would 
begin bis preparations in the morning, and that there 
ſhould be no unneceſſary delay until the whole of the two 
Hes were removed to the Caſtle.” ? 


| Upon the chove report being read, the inhabitants 
could not avoid expteſſing the high ſatisfaCtion it at- 
forded them. . 

After meaſures were taken for the ſecurity of the 
town in the night by a ſtrong military EIN meet 
"s was diſſolved. 


IN 
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the Chicf colonel went to the Licutenant-governos, and 


IN the concluding paragraph of the foregoing 
Narrative it is ſaid that the town-meeting was dif- 
ſolved after the meaſures were taken for the ſe- 

curity of the town in the night by a ſtrong military 

watCh, 

Our implacable enemies, in purſuance of their plan 
of miſrepreſentation, have taken pains to miſrepreſent 
this moſt neceſſary meaſure, by declaring it to have 
been contrary to the mind of the Commander in Chief, 
and againſt Law. 

This matter will be judged of, by ſtating the fa 

and producing the Law. 

When the Committee, who had waited on the 
Lieutenant-governor, had reported to the town that 


the troops would be removed to Caſtle Iſland (at 


which time it was near night) it was thought neceſſary 
for the ſafety of the town, aad for preventing a reſcue 
of the perſons committed to gaol for firing upon and 


killing a number of his Majeſty's ſubjects, that there 
ſhould be a military watch; and divers Gentlemen 


were deſired to take the needful ſteps for that purpoſe: 
it being then night, it was impoſſible a regular notifi- 
cation ſhould iſſue from the officers of the militia z a 


conſiderable number of reſpectable perſons therefore 


offered themſelves voluntiers, and did the duty of a 
military watch under the direction of the Lieutenant- 
coloneſ, who attended that ſervice with the approba- 
tion of the Chief colonel of the Boſton regiment. The 
next day, with two of the ſelect men of the town, 


they 


through the whole of it. 
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they informed him, it was apprehended abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the ſafety of the town there ſhould be a 
military watch kept; and that the Colonel then waited 
upon him to receive his orders. The Lieutenant go- 
vernor declined giving any orders concerning it, but 
faid the law was clear, that the Colonel, as chief officer 


of the regiment, might order a military watch; and 
that he might do about it as he thought fit. In con- 
ſequence of this, and knowing the Law gave him ſuch 
a power, the Colonel iſſued his orders for that purpoſe, 


and a regular watch was kept the following night. 


: The next day the Lieutenant-governor ſent for the Co- 


lonel, and let him know that he was in doubt about 
the legality of the appointment of the military watch; 


and recommended to the Colonel to take good advice, 


whether he had a right by Law to order ſuch a watch, 
This being quite unexpected occaſtoned the Colonel 
to expreſs himſelf with ſome fervor. He alſo ſaid he 


had already taken advice, and had no doubt of his own 


power; but had the preceding day waited upon his 


Honor as commander in chief to receive his orders; 


which, as his Honor had declined giving, and left the 


matter with himſelf, he had appointed a military 


watch, and judged it a neceſſary meaſure to quiet the 
fears and apprehenſions of the town. The interview 
ended with the Licutenant-governor's recommending 
again, that the Colonel would take care to proceed 
according to Law ; and without his forbidding a'mili- 
tary watch. | | ho 
This military watch was continued every night till 
Col. Dalrymple had cauſed the two regiments under 


his command to be removed to the barracks at Caſtle 


INand. During the continuance of the watch, the 
Juſtices of the Peace in their turns attended every 
night, and the utmoſt order and regularity took place 


Thi 
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This is the ſtate of the fact, upon which every one 
is left to make his own obſervations. 

Now for the Law; with reſpect to which nothing 
more is neceſſary than juſt to recite it. It runs thus, 
e That there be military watches appointed and kept 
in every town, at ſuch times, in ſuch places, and in 
ſuch pumbers, and under ſuch regulation, as the chief 
military officers of each town ſhall appoint, or as they 
may receive orders from the chief officer of the regi- 
ment.“ This needs no comment; it clearly autho- 
rizes the chief officer of the regiment to appoint mi- 
litary watches. The late military watch in Bolton 


being founded on ſuch an appointment was therefore 5 
according to Law. 


* See a Law of the Province for regulating the Miltia ; made 
in the 5th year of William and Mary, Chap. 7. Sect. 10. 
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ſtreet; and that if any of the inhabitants would join 


APP END IX. 


Containing the ſeveral Depoſitions referred to 
in the preceding NARRATIVE; and alſo 
other Depoſitions relative to the Subject of 
| 


( No. 1.) 


John Wilme of lawful age teſtify, that about ten 
[| days before the late maſſacre, Chriſtopher Rum- 

bly of the 14th regiment was at my houſe at the 
north part of the town, with ſundry other ſoldiers ; 
and he the ſaid Rumbly did talk very much againſt 
the town, and ſaid, if there ſhould be any interruption, 
that the grenadiers company was to march up King- 


with them, the women ſhould be ſent to the caſtle, or 
ſome other place; and that he had been in many a 
battle; and that he did not know but he might be ſoon 
in one here; and that if he was, he would level his 
piece ſo as not to miſs ; and ſaid, that the blood would 
ſoon run in the ſtreets of Boſton ; and that one Sumner 
of the ſame regiment did ſay, that he came here to 
make his fortune; and that he would as ſoon fight for 

one 
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one king as another ; and that the two gaps would be 
ſtop'd, ſaid one of the ſoldiers z and that they would 
ſoon {weep the ſtreets of Boſton. | 

And further faith, that he heard a ſoldier's wife, 
named Eleanor Park, ſay, that if there ſhould be any 
diſturbance in the town of Boſton, and that if any of 
the people were wounded, ſhe would take a ſtone in 
her handkerchief and beat their brains out, and plunder 
the rebels And further I ſay not. 


JOHN WILME. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


John Wilme above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the- aforeſaid 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. F 


Before, Joun Ruppock, Juſt. Peace, and of the 
uorum, — 
And Jonn Hitt, Juſ. Peace. 


(No. 2.) 


Sarah Wilme of lawful age teſtify, that about ten 
days before the late maſſacre, Chriſtopher Rumbly 

of the 14th regiment was at our houſe at the north 
Part of the town, with ſundry other ſoldiers ; and he 
the ſaid Rumbly did talk very much againſt the town, 
and ſaid, if there ſhould be any interruption, that the 
grenadiers company was to march up King-lſtreer ; 
and that if any of the inhabitants would join with 
them, the women ſhould be ſent to the caſtle, or tome 
other place; and that he had been in many battles ; 
: E 2 - © nd 
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and that he did not know but he might be ſoon f in one 


here; and that if be was, be would level bis piece ſo as 


not to n:iſs; and ſaid, that the blood would ſoon run in 


the ſtreets of Boſton ; and that one Sumner of the ſame 
regiment did ſay, that he came here to make his for- 


tune, and that be would as ſoon fight for one king as 
another ; and that the two gaps would be ſlop'd, fad 
one of the ſoldiers ; and that they would ſoon feveep the 
2 7 _ And further faith not. 


SARAH WILME. 
Suffolk, M, Boſton, March 21, 1970. 


Sarah Wilme above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 


ajfidavit, taken lo perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 


Before, Jona Ruppock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
Quorum, 


And, Jon Tvpor, Juſtice Peace, 


(No. 7 


T David Cockran of lawful age teſtify, that I went to 
the houſe of Mr. John Wilme to pay him a vilit 
in the evening about ten days before the late maſſacre, 
and there I found four or five ſoldiers, and after ſome 


time the laid Milme told me not to be out in the night of 


ſuch a day (though I cannot poſitively ſay what day) 
whereupon I aſked him what he meant, and be told 
me that there would be diſt urbances, or words to that 
effett , and that one o ſaid ſoldiers took me by the 

arm, 


19 1 
arm, and ſaid, the Blood would ſoon run in the ſtreets 
of Boſton. And further faith not. 


£35 his 
Atteſt. Ex1sHA STORY. David () Cockran, 
| Mark. 


Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


David Cockran above-named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the afore- 


ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. 


Before, Joux Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
| Quorum, 


And, Joun HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 4.) 


. NEWHALL, living in Fiſh- ſtreet, 
of lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on 
Thurſday night, being the firſt of March inſtaat, be- 
| tween the market and Juſtice Quincey's he met four 
ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, all unarm'd, and that 
he heard them ſay, there was a great many that would 


eat their dinners on Monday next, that ſhould not eat 
any on. Tueſday. 


WILLIAM NE\WHALL, 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


Willam Newhall above-named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the afore- 


| ſaid 


1 38 1 
ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing, 


Before, Jonn Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, . 


And, JohN HII, Juſ. Peace. 


(No. 5.) 


Nicholas Feriter of lawful age teſtify, that on Fri. 
A day the ſecond inſtant, about half after 1 1 o'clock, 
A. M. a ſoldier of the 29th regiment, came to Mr. 
John Gray's rope-walks, and looking into one of the 
windows ſaid, By God Til have ſatisfaion! with 
many other oaths; at the laſt he ſaid, he was not 
afraid of any one in the rope-walks. I ſtept out of the 
window and ſpeedily knocked up his heels; on fall- 
ing his coat flew open, and a naked ſword appeared, 
which one John Willſon following me out took from 
him, and brought into the rope-walks. The ſoldier 
then went to Green's barrack, and in about twenty 
minutes returned with eight or nine more ſoldiers armed 


with clubs, and began, as I was told, with three or four 


men in Mr. Gray's warehouſe, aſking them why they 
had abuſed the ſoldier. aforeſaid ? Theſe men in the 
warchouſe paſſed the word down the walk for the 


hands to come up, which they did, and ſoon beat 


them off. In a few minutes the ſoldiers appeared again 
at the ſame place, re-inforced to the number of thirty 
or forty, armed witb clubs and cutlaſſes, and headed 
by a tall negro drummer with a cutlaſs chained to his 
body, with which at firſt rencounterT received a cut onthe 
head, but being immediately ſupported by nine or ten 


more of the rope-makers, armed with their wouldring 


ſticks, 


[i $9] 


ſticks, we again beat them off. And further I ſay 
not. 


NICHOLAS FERITER. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


Nicholas Ferriter above-mentioned, after due 
examination, made oath to the aforeſaid affi- 
davit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of 
the thing. 


Before, Joux Ruppock, Jul. Peace and of the, 
Quorum, | 


And, Jonx Hiut, Juſ. Peace. 


(No. 6.) 


112 Richardſon of lawful age teſtify and ſay, 
that on Friday the ſecond inſtant, about eleven 
o'clock, A. M. eight or ten ſoldiers of the 29th regi- 
ment, armed with clubs, came to Mr. John Gray's 
rope-walks, and challenged all the rope-makers to come 
out and fight them. —All the hands then prefent, to the 
number of thirteen or fourteen, turned out with their 
wouldring ſticks, and beat them off directly. They 
very ſpeedily returned to the rope- walk, re-inforced to 
the number of thirty or forty, and headed by a tall 
negro drummer, again challenged them out, which the 
ſame hands accepting, again beat them off with con- 
ſiderable bruiſes. And further I ſay not. 


118 


1 IEFFRET RICHARDSON. 
Suffolk, ſl. Boſton, March 19, 1770. 
Jeffrey 
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day. And further ſaith not. 
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J eff; ey Richardſon above-named, after* due ex- 
amination, made oath to the truth of the above 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance | 

of the thing. 


Before, Ri. Dana, Juft, of Peace and of the 


uorum, 


And, Je HiLL, Jul. Peace. 


(No. 7. 3 : 


OHN FISHER of law ful age teſtifies and faith, 
that on the ſecond day of March, between oleyen 
and twelve o*clock, A. M. he ſaw about fix foldiers 
going towards Mr. John Gray's rope-walk, ſome with 
clubs; they had ner been there long, before they re- 
turned quicker than they went, and retreated into their 
barracks, and brought out the light infantry company, 
with many others, and went againſt. the rope-makers 
again; but were ſoon beat off as far as Green's-lane, the 
ſoldiers following and chaſing many perſons they could 
ſee in the lane with their clubs, and endeavouring to 
ſtrike them, when a corporal came and ordered them 
into the bartacks. And further faith, that on Saturday 
the third inſtant, he ſaw the ſoldiers making clubs; 
and by what he could underſtand from their converſa · 
tion, they were determined to have ſatis/ation by Mon- 


in FISHER. 
Suffolk, Fi Len. March 17, 1770. 


* 


John F iſher above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the trutb of the above aff 
| davit, 


. 
davit, taken io perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. a 


Before, RI. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the 
* Quorum, S 8 R 
And, Sam PEMBERTON, Juſt, Peace. 


ED ; (No. 8.) RE | 


JOHN HILL aged fixty-nine teſtify, that in the 

forenoon of Friday the ſecond of March current, I 
was at a. houſe the corner of a paſſage way leading 
from Atkinlon's-ſtreet to Mr. John Gray's rope-walks, 
near Green's barracks ſo called, when I ſaw eight or 
ten ſoldiers paſs the window with clubs; I immedi- 
ately got up and went to the door, and found them re- 
turning from the ropt walks to the barracks ; whence 
they again-very ſpeedily re-appeared, now increaſed to 
the number of thirty or forty, armed with clubs and 
other weapons. In this latter company was a tall 
negro drummer, to whom I called, you black raſcal, 
what have you to do with white people's quarrels? He 
anſwered, I ſuppoſe I may look on, and went forward. 
1 went out direly and commanded the peace, telling them 
1 was in commiſſion ;, but they not regarding me, knocked 
dewn a rope-maker in my preſence, and two or three of 
them beating him with clubs, I endeavoured to relieve 
bim; but on approaching, the fellows who were mauling 
him, one of them with a great club firuck at me with 
Juch violence, that had I not happily avoided, it might 
bave been fatal to me. The party laſt mentioned 
ruſhed in towards the rope-walks, and attacked the 
rope-makers nigh the tar-kettle, but were ſoon beat off, 
drove out of the paſſage-way by which they entered, 
and were followed by the rope-makers, BP 2 per 

5 ua 


. 
ſuaded to go back, and they readily obeyed. And 
further I ſay not. 


JOHN HILL. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1570. 


John Hill, Ea; ab:ve named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the afore- 


ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. 


Before, Ri. Dana, Juſt, of the Peace and of the 


Quorum, 
And, Jokx Roppock, Juſt. of Peace. 


(No. 9.) 


I JOHN GRAY of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that 
on the Saturday preceding the maſſacre on the 
Monday evening of the 5th inſtant, Middleton the 
chimncy- ſweeper being at my houſe, ſaid to my maid, 
as ſhe informed me, that he was well acquainted with 
the ſoldiers, and they had determined to have their re- 
venge of the rope-walk people; being alarmed with 
this news, I determined to ſee Col. Dalrymple on Mon- 
day morning. At Sabbath-noon 1 was ſurprized at 
hearing that Col. Carr and his officers had entered my 
rope-walk, opened the windows, doors, &c. giving 
out that they were ſearching for a dead ſerjeant of 
their regiment; this put me upon immediately walt- 
ing upon Col. Dairymple, to whom | related what I 
underſtood had paſted at the rope-walk days before; 
he replied it was much the ſame as he had heard from 
his people; bur, ſays he, ** your man was the ag- 
greſlor in alironting one of my people, by aſking him 


1 


if he wanted to work, and then telling him to clean his 
little-houſe.“ For this expreſſion I diſmiſſed my jour- 
ney man on the Monday morning following; and fur- 
ther ſaid, I would do all in my power to prevent my 
peoples giving them any affront in future. He then 
aſſured me he had, and ſhould do every thing in his 
power to keep his ſoldiers in order, and prevent their any 
more entering my incloſure. Preſently after Col. Carr 
came in, and aſked Col. Dalrymple what they ſhould 
do, for they were daily loſing their men ; that three of 
his grenadiers paſſing quietly by the rope-valks were 
greatly abuſed, and one of them ſo much beat that he 
would die. He then ſaid he had been ſearching for 
a ſerjeant who had been murdered z upon which 1 ſaid 
Yes, Colonel, I hear your have been ſearching for him 
in my rope-walks ; and aſked him whether that ſerjeant 
had been in the affray there on the Friday; he replied 
No; for he was ſeen on the Saturday. I then aſked 
him how he could think of looking for him in my 
walks; and that had he applied to me, I would have 
waited on him, and opened every apartment 1 had for 


his ſatisfaction. | 
JOHN GRAY. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 22, 1770. 


>. 

John Gray above named, after due examination, 
made oath, to the truth of the above-written 
aſfidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing, | 


Before, RI. Dana, Juſtice of the Peace and of the 


Quorum, | 


And, Jonn HILL, Juſt. Peace, 
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(No. 10.) 
RCHIBALD M*NEIL jun. of lawful age teſli- 


about half an hour after four in the afternoon, 


the deponent with two apprentices were ſpinning 
at the lower end of Mr, M*NeiF's rope-walk, three 


ſtout grenadiers armed with bludgeons came to them, 


and addreſſing the deponent ſaid, Zou damn'd dogs, 
don't you deſerve to be kilPd? Are you fit to die? The 


deponent and company being quite unarmed gave no 
anſwer. James Bayley, a ſea-faring young man, com- 
ing up, ſaid to the deponent, &c. Why did you rot 
anſwer? One of the grenadiers, named Dixſon, hear- 


'ing him, came up to Bayley, ard aſked him if he was 
minded to vindicate the cauſe? Bayley alfo unarmed 


did not anſwer till James Young came up, who, though 


equally naked, ſaid to the grenadier, Damn it, I know 


what a ſoldier is. That grenadier ſtood ſtill, and the 
other who had threatened the deponent came up and 
ſtruck at him, which Young fended of with his arms, 
and then turning aimed a blow at the deponent, which 
had it reached might probably have been fatal. Pa- 
trick — „M. Winter Calef's journeyman, ſeeing 
the aff:ay, went into the tan-houſe, and bringing out 
two batts gave one to a byſtander, who, together with 
Patrick, ſoon cleared the walk of them. And further 


ſaich not. 2 
ARCHIBALD M NEIL. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 
Archibald M Neil above-named, after due ex- 


amination, made oath to the above affidavit, 
| taken 


fies and ſays, that on Saturday the third inſtant, 


" 
$1 
9 
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ta ben to perpeiuate the. remembrance of the 
thing. 


Before, Rr. DANA, juſt. of Peace and of the 
Quorum, 


And, Jonx Hitt, Juſt. of Peace, 


(No. 11.) 


MARE THAYER of lawful age reſlifice and ſays, 
that on Sabbath day evening, the 4th current, a 
ſoldier of the 29th, named Charles Malone, came into 
Mr. Amos Thayer's houſe, brother to the deponent, 
and ſent a young lad belonging to Mr. Thayer up 
ſtairs to his maſter, deſiring him to come down to him. 
Mr. Thayer refuſed to come down or have apy thing 
to ſay. to him. The deponent going down on other 
occaſion ſaid, ſhe would hear what the ſoldier had to 
ſay ; and coming to the ſoldier. told him her brother 
was engaged. The ſoldier faid, Your brother, as you 
call him, is a man I have a very great regard for, and 
came here to deſire bim to keep in the houſe and not be 
cut, for there would be a great deal of diſturbance and 
blood between that time and Tueſday night at 12 o'clock. 
He repeatedly ſaid he had a greater regard for Mr. 
Thayer than any one in Boſton, and on that account 
eame to defire him to keep in the 22 which if he did 
there would be no danger. After repeating the above 
frequently, he even turned at the door, and ſaid, my 
name is Charles Malone, your brother knows me well, 
and inſiſted very earneſtly that the deponent would. not 
neglect informing her brother, and further ſaith not. 


MARY THATER. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 
Mary 


1 
Mary Thayer above named, after due exami na- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing.\ | 


Before Ri. Dax a. Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
ä Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 12.) 


I Mary Brailsford of lawful age teſtify and declare, 
that on Sunday evening the 4th inſtant a perſon 
knocked at the door of Mr. Thayer's houſe ; Mr. 
| Thayer's lad went to fee who it was; the boy went up 
ſtairs to his maſter, and the ſoldier came into the room 
where I then was; Miſs Mary Thayer and the boy 
came down ſtairs into the ſame room. Miſs Thayer 
told the ſoldier her brother was engaged and could 
not be ſpoke with, he ſaid, ** Your brother. as you call 
Bim, is a man I have a great regard for, and I came on 
purpoſe to tell bim to keep in his bouſe, for before Tueſ- 
day night next at twelve o'clock there will be a great 
deal of blood ſhed, and a great many lives loſt; and 
added, that he came out of particular regard to ber 
brother to adviſe him to keep in his kouſe, for then be 
would be out of harm's way: he ſaid your brother 
knows me very well, my name is Charles Malone; he 
then went away. And further ſaith not. 


her 
| MARY + BRAILSFORD, 
-Atteſt, Wm. Palfrey. Mark. | 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 
Mary 


(C47+ 1 
Mary Brailsford above-named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the above 


written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 1 3.) 


12 Copeland of lawful age teſtify and declare, 
that on Sunday evening the 4th inſtant a ſoldier, 
named Malone, came to the houſe of my maſter, 
Mr. Amos Thayer, and aſked for the young man that 
lived in the houſe. I aſked him what young man he 
meant; he ſaid the, young man a carpenter. I ſup- 
poſing he meant my maſter, told him he was up ſtairs. 
He then aſked me to go and call him, and ſaid he 
wanted to ſpeak with him: I then went up and told 
my maſter that Malone was below and wanted to ſpeak 
with him. My maſter told me to tell him he was 
engaged and could not go down, and faid if he had 
any thing to ſay he muſt ſay it to his ſiſter Miſs Mary 
Thayer. I then went down, and heard ſaid Malone 
laying to Miſs Thayer. I would have him keep in, 
for I have a greater regard for Mr. Thayer than for 
any other perſon in town;“ and added, I would have 
him keep in his own place, for by Tueſday night next 
before tweive o'clock there will be a great many lives 
loſt, and a great deal of blood ſhed, which be repeated 
ſeveral times. As he was going out of the door he 
turned back and ſaid Mr. Thayer knew him very well, 


and had drank with him, that his name was Charles 
Malone. And further faith not. 


ASA COPELAND. 
Suffolk, 


i): 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770: 


Aſa Copeland above named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above 
aff.davit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 


of the thing. 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joan Hr, Juſt, Peace. 


 & | 
(No. 14.) 


1 John Brailsford of lawful age teſtify, that on Mon- 
day evening the gth inſtant as I was paſſing by the 
centry at Col. Dalrymple's houſe in Green*s-lane, I 
aſked a ſoldier named Swan, of the 29th regiment, 
what was the reaſon of their peoples going about arm- 
ed with clubs in ſuch a manner, and troubling the 
town's people. Swan told me, Jou will fee, you bad 
better go bome, and more to the ſame purpoſe. When 
the guns were fired I returned back and aſked Swan 
what that could mean; Swan waving. his head, ſaid 
it's the guards, there is no ſhot there: Jou had better 
go home, and by all Lis behaviour and diſcourſe he 
manifeſted his full acquaintanee with the whole affair. 


And turthea ſaith nar. ö 
JOHN BRAILSFORD. 

Suffolk, fl Boſton, March 21. 1750. 
Jobn Brailsford above named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the above- 


written affidavit, taken to per peluate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before 


1 | 

Before Jon Rvppock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
Quorum, | 

Jonm Hitz, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 15.) 


NAchaniel Noyes of lawful age teſtifles and ſays, 
that on laſt Sabbath evening, the 4th day of March 
current, a little-after dark, he ſaw five or ſix ſoldiers 
of the 14th and 29th regiments, each of them with 
clubs, paſſing through Fore-ſtreet, and heard them 
fay, that if they ſaw any of the inhabirants of this 
town out in the ſtreet after nine o' clock, they ſwore by 
God, they would knock them down, be they who they 


ill. | 5 
4 NAT H. NOTES. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


| Nathaniel Noyts above named, after dut exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the above- 


written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. | 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, | 
Joan HII, Juſt, Peace. 


(No. 16.) 


R [chard Ward of lawful age does teſtify and fay, 
that on the Lord's-day evening preceding the 

fifth day of March inſtant, about duſk he went to 
fee one Mr. Dines (who is a ſoldier in the twenty-ninth 
regiment, and who worked, when he was not upon 
| G duty, 


[ 50 Þ 
duty, in Mr. John Piemont Peruke-maker's ſhop: with 
the deponent, a journeyman to ſaid Piemont) the ſaid 
Dines lives near the barracks at New-Boſton; when 
your deponent was there, he heard one of the officers 
of the ſaid 29th regiment ſay to the ſerjeants, Don't 
let any of your people go out wunltſs there be eight or = 


3 
| RICHARD WARD, 
Suffolk, M. Boſton, March 16, 1 770. | 


Richard Ward above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above- 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate #he re- 
membrance of the thing. | 


Before Ri. Dax A, Juſt. Peace and of the 2 
Joux irrt, Juſt. ova 


(No. = 


Ane Uther of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that about 
J nine of the clock in the morning of Monday the 
frh day of March current, ſhe being in the front 
chamber of the houſe of John Scollay, Eſqz on Dock- 
ſquare, from the window ſaw two perſons in the habit 
of ſoldiers, one of whom being on horſe-back appeared 
— be an officer's ſervant: the perſon on the horſe firſt 
ſpoke to the other, but what he ſaid ſhe is not able to 
ſay, though the window was open, and ſhe not more 
than twenty feet diſtant; the other replied, he boped 
be fhould ſee blood enough ſpill before Morning. { 


JANE USHER. 
_ Suffolk, A, Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


g 


Jane 


"2-4 


1 1 


Jane der above · named, after due examination, 


made oath to the truth of the above written. 


- affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrapce 
of the thing. eee 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. peace and of the Quorum, 
_ Joan HILL, J uſt, Peace. 


37 No, 18.) 


Atthew Adams (living with Mr. John Arnold) 
being of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that on 
Monday evening the fifth day of March inſtant, be- 
tween the hours of ſeven and eight .of the clock, he 
went to the houſe of corporal Perſhall, of the twenty- 
ninth regiment, near Quaker-lane, where he ſaw the 
corporal and his wife, with one of the fifers of ſaid 
regiment ; when. he had got what he went for, and 
was coming away, the corporal called him back, and 
 defired him with great earneſineſs ta go home to bis 
maſter s bouſe as ſoon as buſineſs was over, and not be 
abroad on any account that night in particular, for the 
ſoldiers were determined to be revenged on the rope-walk 
people; and that much miſchief would be done; upon 
which the fifer (about eighteen or nineteen years of 
age) ſaid, he hoped in God they would burn the town 
down ; on this he left the houſe, and the ſaid corporal 
called after him again, and begg'd he would mind 
what he had ſaid to him, And further ſaith not. 


MATTHEW ADAMS. 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 20, 1770. f 
Matthew Adams above - named, after due exa- 


mination, made oath to the truth of the afore- 
G 2 ſaid 


„ 
ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem 
brance of the thing. 


Before Jou Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
| Quorum, . 7 — ; | | 
Jonx HIL I, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 1 9.) 


Caleb Swan of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that 

laſt Monday night, the 5th of March 1770, be- 

ing at Mr. Sample's door, at the north part of the 

town near the north battery, at the time of the bells 

ringing for fire, he heard a woman's voice, whom 

| he knew to be the ſuppoſed wife of one Montgomery, 
2 grenadier of the twenty-ninth regiment, ſtanding at 
her door, and heard her ſay, it was not fire; the town 
was too haughty and too proud; that many of their 
ar ſes would be laid low before the morning; upon which 
Sufanna Cathcart ſaid to her, I hope your huſhand 
will be killed; on which the woman replied, My 
huſband is able and will ſtand his ground. ; 


| wo CALEB SWAN, 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton March 21, 1770, | | 


* r 2 


Caleb Swan above- named, after due examination, 
made oath ta the truth of the above affidavit, 
taten to perpetuate the remembrance of ihe 


fing. 


Before Joux Ruppock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
Quorum. | 


Jous Hirx, Juſt. Peace, 


(No, 20 
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(No. _.. 


Argaret Swanſborough of lawful age teſtifies 

and ſays, that a free woman, named Black Peg, 

who has kept much with the ſoldiers, on hearing the 
diſturbance on Monday evening the fifth inſtant, ſaid, 
The ſoldiers were not to be trod upon by the inhabitants, 
but would know before morning, whet 
inhabitants were to be maſters. Since which time, the 
ſaid Black Peg has fold off her houſhold ſtuff and 


left the town, on her hearing what ſhe had ſaid before - 


Was given in to the commutee of Ny 


mark, 


MARGARET 7 SWANSBOROUGH. 


_ Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


Margaret Swan ſborougb afore- named, after * 
examination, made oath to the iruth of the 


aforeſaid affidavit, taken 10 perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. | 


Before Joan Ruppocx, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, 


BELCHER\NovEs, Juſt, of Peace, | 


(No. 21.) 


Obert Pierpont of lawful age teſtifies and 


that going to ſee a ſick * between the 
hours of ſeven and eight on Monday evening the fifth 


current, two ſoldiers arm'd, one with 4 broad ſword, 


me . 


they or ihe 


— ——— — 
— — F — ne. 
o 
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the other with a club, paſſed him near the Hay- mar- 
ket, going towards the town-houſe, ſeeming in great 
haſte. In a few minutes they returned and hallowed 
very loud, Colonel. Before the deponent reached 
Mr. Weſt's houſe, where he was going, they paſſed 
him again, joined by another with a blue ſurtout, 
who had a bayonet with which he gave the deponent a 
back-handed ſtroke, apparently more to affront than 
hurt him. On complaint of this treatment, he ſaid, 
the deponent ſhould ſoon bear more of it, and threatened 
him very hard. And further ſaith not. | 


ROB. PIERPONT, 
Suffolk, fa. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


Robert Pierpont above. named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the 
above-written affidavit, taken io perpetuate 

| the remembrance of ihe thing. 


Before RI. Daxa, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Jeu HII, Juſt, Peace. | 


(No. 22.) 


Ohn Brown of lawful age teſtifies and fays, that 
coming homewards about nine of the clock on 
Monday evening the fifth current, he fell in with Na- 
thaniel Boſworth, and walking ſlowly together, a lit- 
tle to the ſouthward of Liberty-tree ſo called, they 
met a parcel of ſoldiers, about ſix or ſeven in num- 
ber, walking very faſt into town; one of the fore- 
molt ſaid, Damn you ſtand out of the way, and ſtruck; 
the deponent a blow on the breaſt, which made him 
ſtagger and fall nearly to the ground, tho” ” — | 
- : car 


1 5s 7 
ſheared aut of the way. The ſoldiers preſſed along, 
curfing and datming, towards the town-houſe with 
nak 


bayonets in their hands, Ws 
| * 7 JOHN BROWN. 
Suffolk, a. Boſton, March 17, 1970. 
| Fobn Brown above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above © 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
| of the thing, 
Before R1. Dana, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
Joan HII, Juſt. Peace. 


The following Depoſition ſhould have immediately 
preceded No. 3. | 


(No. 23.) 


8 of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, 
that on Friday the ſecond inſtant, between ten 
and eleven o'clock in the forenoon, three ſoldiers of 
the 29th regiment came up Mr. Gray's rope-walk, 
and William Green, one of the hands, ſpoke to one 
of them, ſaying, Soldier, will you work? The ſol- 
dier replied, Yes: Green ſaid, then go and clean 
my {—t-houſe. The ſoldier ſwore by the Holy Ghoſt 
that he would have recompence, and tarried a 

while ſwearing at Green, who took no further notice 
of him, and then went off, and ſoon after returned 
tothe rope-walk with a' party of thirty or forty ſoldiers, 
headed by a tall negro drummer, and challenged the 


rope-makers to come out. All hands then preſent, being 
about 13 or 14, turn'd out and beat them off, con- 
iderably bruiſed. And further ſaith not. 


SAMUEL BOSTWICK. 
| Suffolk, 


(57 


Suffolk, g. Boſton, March 19, 1770; | 


Samuel Buwick, above-named, after due texas 
mination, made oath to the truth of the 
above affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re · 
remembrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. Peace. and of the Quorum. 
Joan Hitt, 425 Peace. | 


(No. 24. ; 


1 William Tyler of lawful age do reſtify and ſay, 
that on the evening. of the fifth of March; a little 
after nine o*clock, as I was coming up King: ſtreet, 
Juſt before I got to the Cuſtomshouſe 7 ſaw tbe cen- 
tinel running after a boy, and immediately heard him 
cry out as tho in great diſtreſs. I aſked the boy what 
was the matter, he told me the centinel bad ſtruck bin 
| with his gun and bayonet, becauſ: he aſked Capt. Gold» 
finch for ſome money that he owed him. The cen- 
tinel ſaid, that he ſhould not uſe an officer ill in the 
the ſtreet. Soon after the boy left the centinel and 
went away, and immediately ten or twelve ſoldiers 
came running up Silſby*s alley, crying out, Where are 
your Sons of Liberty? and went from thence to Corn- 
Hill. I further teſtify, that when the above complaint 
was made of the centinel's ſtriking the barber's boy, 
there were few people in the ſtreet; I ſaw but five or 
fix about them, who immediately diſperſed. I n prong 
„ up to Cornhill. 


WILLIAM TYLER, 
| Suffolk, 


1 37 J 


Suffolk, ſf. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


= William Tyler ' above-named, after due exami- 
mination, made oath to the truth ef the 
aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the. thing. | 


Before Joun Roppocx, Juſt. Peace and of che 
55 Quorum, | | 


Joux Hitt, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 26.) * 


Enry Baſs of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that going 

* from his houſe in Winter-ſtreet, on Monday 
evening the fifth of March, to ſee a friend in the 
neighbourhood of the Rev. Dr. Cooper's meeting- 
houſe, that the bell was ringing for nine o'clock when he 
came out of his houſe, and that he pr down the 
main ſtreet, and going near Draper's alley, leading to 
Mutray's barracks, through which he purpoſed to pals, 
heard ſome boys huzzaing, and imagines that there were 


fix or ſeven of them, and not more; and preſently after he 


ſaw two or three perſons in ſaid alley with weapons, 
but cannot poſitively ſay what they were.—Soon. after 
ſeveral more came into the alley and made a ſally out, 
and thoſe that came out were ſoldiers, and thinks 
were all grenadiers, as-they were ſtout men, -and were 


armed with large naked cutlaſſes; they made at every 


body coming in their way, cutting and ſlaſping ; the ſaid 
deponent very narrowly eſcaped receiving a cut from 
the foremoſt of them, who purſued him below Mr. 
Simpſon's ſtone ſhop; where he made a ftand ; pre- 
ſently after, going up Cornhill he met an oy ſter man, 
who ſaid to the deponent, Damm it, ibis is what J 


H got 


— — qr g tr — 
* — — 
— * * 
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| got by going up, and ſhewed the deponent a large cus 


be bad received from one of the ſoldiers with a cut- 
laſs over his right ſhoulder ; ſaid deponent thinking ic 
not fate, but very dangerous for him to go through the 
alley, he returned home by the way of King-ſtreet 
through Royal Exchange-lane, and paſſed by the cen- 
tinel at the corner of the Cuſtom-houſe ; and ſaid de- 
ponent further ſays, that he never ſaw fewer perſons in 


. King-ftreet, conſidering the pleaſanineſs of the evening, 


and verily believes there was not twelve perſons between 
the Crown Coffee-houſe and the bottom of the Town-bouſe z 
he imagines it to be then about fiſteen or twenty mi- 
nutes after nine. After ſaid deponent got to the head 
of the Town-houſe, he met a great many perſons who 
enquired of him about the affair; the ſaid deponent 
told them there had been an affray by Murray's bar- 
racks, but that it was then over. And further this des 
poneiir fich nr. yr 


HENRY BASS. 


| Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


The above · named Henry Baſs perſonally appear - 

ing, and being carefully examined and duly. - 
cautigned to teflify the whole truth, maketh 
ſolemn oath to the fore-written depoſition by 
him ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate the re- 
memprance of — SE 


; Beſare Rz. Dax a, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
Jopy HiLL, Juſt, Peace. g „„ # ps | 


(No. 


a 
(55 J : 
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1 William Le Baron of Boſton of lawful age teſtify 
and ſay, that on Monday evening the fifth day of 
this inſtant March, about ten minutes after nine o'clock, 
being in King-ſtreet with my brother Francis Le Baron, 
| faw a ſoldier, the centry of the cuſtom-houſe door 
running after a barber's boy; the boy called out as if 
he was in diſtreſs, and the ſoldier purſuing him with 
his firelock told him, if he did not hold his tongue. h 
world put a ball through bim; after which the ſoldier 
returned to his poſt; immediately aftet this I heard a 
great noiſe in Silſpy's lane, ſo called, and immediately 
about thirteen or fourteen ſoldiers appeared in King- 
ſtreet, near the watch-houſe, with their drawn ſwords; 
cutlaſſes, and bayonets, calling out, bert are the 
damn'd boogers; cowards; where are your Liberty Boys? 
at which time there was not more than eight or ten per- 
Jons in King-ftreet ; one of the ſoldiers came up to me, 
damn'd me, and made ſeveral. paſſes at me with a 
drawn fword, the laſt of which the ſword went be- 
tween my arm and breaſt, and then I run, as I had 
nothing to defend myſelf, and was purſued by a ſoldier 
with a naked bayonet, who ſwore he world run me 
through ; at which time your deponent cried, Fire! 
and ſoon after the bells rung. And further your de- 
poneht ſaith not. TIRE? {- 
WILLIAM LE BARON. 
Suffolk, II. Boſton, March 19, 1770 


William Le Baron above named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the trath of the above- 
ritten affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. £Y 
Before Ri. Dan A, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
Jonn Hitt, Juſt. Peace. DEN 
H 2 {No. 


60 1 | 
(No. 27.) 


Wlan Lewis teſtifies and ſays, that on the even- 
W ing following Monday the fifth inſtant; about 
nine O clock, he paſſing through King-ftreet in order to 
o into Cornhill-ftreer, while he was croſſing King- 
heard ſome people wrangling at the Cuftom- - 
houſe door, and he immediately ſaw four ſoldiers of 
the 29th regiment jump out from between the Watch- 
houſe and the Town-Houſe ſteps, at the eaſt end of 
the houſe, in their ſhort jackets, with drawn ſwords in 
| their bands, two of whom run after the deponent and | 
purſued him cloſe until he got to his home in Cornhilt 
ſtreet, where, juſt as he entered the door, one of the ſol. 
diers ſtrucł at him either with bis ſword or bayonet, but 
the deponent rather thinks it was the latter, as he after- 
wards found a thre&ſquare hole cut in the ſkirt of his 
furtout, which he verily believes was made by the blow 
that the ſoldier ſtruck at him. And further ſaith not. 


WILLIAM LEWIS. - 
Suffolk, f. Boſton, March 20, 1770. | 


William Lewis above-named, afier due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the above 


affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | | 


Before Jonx Rovpock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
| Quorum, = 
Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 


1162 1 
(No. 28.) 


N Athaniel Thayer of lawful age teſtifies, that om 
Monday evening the fifth of March, about nine 
of the clock, as he fact in his houſe in Cornhill, he 
heard a great noiſe, at which he went to the door, and 
ſaw a number of people by Mr, Quincy's door, near 
Murray's barracks, , where he heard the ſticks and 
clubs going, upon which fire was cried, and-preſently 
ran five foldiers as he ſuppofes from the main-guard, 
with ſwords or cutlaſſes, ſwearing- and damning, and 
ſaying Where are they? cut tbem to pietes.” The 
ſoldiers in their waiſtcoats came to his door and, in- 
ſulted him; fo he ſhut his door and went in. 


NATH. THATE R. 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 19, 170. 8 
Natheniel Thayer above named, after due | FEA | 

mination, made oath to the truth of the above 


affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 5 | 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
Ions HiLt, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 29.) 


I Iſaac Parker of lawful age teſtify and fay, that 
being at Mr. Richard Salter's houſe on the evening 
of the fifth current, heard a great noiſe in the ſtreet, 
upon which I went to the entry-door, and faw a-greac 
number of ſoldiers in their jackets without ſleeves, 
taving naked cutlaſſes in their hands, flouriſhing them 
| over 


1 
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over their heads, one of whom aſſaulted me with 4 


naked cutlaſs, aiming a ſtroke at my head, which 1 
happily avoided. by a ſudden retreat in-doors. 


| 1 eis ISAAC PARKER. ' 
Saffolks, ff. Boſton, March 19, 1530... 


Tſaac Parker above-named, after due examina- - 

| tion, made oath to the truth of ' the above: 
written affidavit,” taken to perpetuate the re- 
wembrance of the thing. r 


Before Ri. Dana, ] uſt. of Peace and of the Quorum. 
Jonv r 


(No. 30.) 


] Bartholomew Kneeland of Boſton, merchant, being of 

lawful age teſtify and fay, that on Monday even- 
Ing the fifth inſtant (being at my lodgings at the houſe 
of my ſiſter Mrs. Mehetable Torry, widow of the late 
Mr. Samuel Torrey, deceaſed) about fifteen minutes 
after nine of the clock, hearing a bell ring, which I 
ſuppoſed was for fire, went immediately to the front 
door, followed by Mr. Matthias King, Mrs. Torrey; 
and two others of the family ; ſtanding at the door for 
the ſpace of four or five minutes, 7 jaw a number of ſol- 
diers with broad ſwords and bayonets in the main ſtreet 
near the town pump, making a great noife.;, one of the 
ſaid ſoldiers, when nearly oppoſite to me, ſpake to 
me the following words, viz. Damn you, what 


do you do there? get in; to which I made ns 


anſwer, the ſame ſoldier immediately croſſed the gutter; 
and coming up to me pointed his nated bayonet within 
Ix 


e 1 
fox inches of my breaſt; 1 told him to go along, and 
then I retired into the houſe. In about half an hour's 
time after the above, I heard a volley of ſmall arms 
fired off in Kingſtreet; and upon enquiry was told that 
three men were killed and one wounded. | 


BART. KNEELAND. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 12, 1770. 


Bartholomew Kneeland above named, after due 
examination, made oath to the above- written 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 

brance of the thing. FTIR 

Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum, 
| Jonx Hiuz, Juſt. Peace. 974] 


(No. 31.) 


1 Nathaniel Appleton of lawful age teſtify, that on 
Monday evening the fifth inſtant, between nine and 
ten o'clock, I was fitting in my houſe in Cornhill, 
heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, I went to my front door 
and ſaw ſeveral perſons paſſing up and down the ſtreet; 
I aſked what was the matter ? was informed that the 
ſoldiers at Murray*s barrack were quarrelling with the 
inhabitants. Standing there a few minutes, I ſaw a 
number of ſoldiers, about 12 or 15, as near as I could 
judge, come down from the ſouthward, running to- 
wards the ſaid barrack with drawn cutlaſſes, and ap- 
peared to be paſſing by, but on ſeeing me in company 
with Deacon Marſh at my door, they turned out of 
their courſe and ruſhed upon us with uplifted weapons, 
without our ſpeaking or doing the leaſt thing to Poo | 
72 a t 
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them, with the utmaſt 3 we eſcaped a ſtroke 
by retreating and cloſing the 5 6 upon them. |. 
I further declare, that at that time my ſon, a. lad. 
about 12 years old, was abroad on an errand, and 
ſoon came home and told me, that he was met by a 
number of ſoldiers with cutlaſſes in their bands, one of 
which attempting to firike bim, the child begged for 
his life, ſaying, Pray ſoldier fave my life, on which 
the ſoldier replied, Ne damn ou, I will kill you all, 
and ſmote bim "with bis cutlaſs, which glanced down 
A arm and knocked him to the ground, where 

y leſt him: after the ſoldiers bad all. gaſſed, the 

id aroſe. and came home, having happily received 

no other damage than a bruiſe on the arm. l further 

declare, that the above related tranſactions happened 

but a few minutes before the ſoldiers fired — Gp 
people in King-ſtreet. And further faith not, 


NATH. APPLETON. 


Suffolk, ſl. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


Nathaniel Appleton abe ve named, after hy 
examination, made oath to the truth of the 


above affidavit, taken 10 perpeiuale the remem- 
brance of tbe bing. 


Before Joan Nan Juſ. Posen and the Quorum, 
_— Hut, Juſ. Peace. 


(No. 32.) 


PErrwia Belknap of law ful age teſtifies and ſays, 
J that on the firſt appearance of the affray in Cornhill 
P Monday evening the fifth inſtant, bearing a no 


65 1 

he nutz to His ddor 2 heard Mr. William Merchant 
ſay he had been ſtruck by a ſoldier, and, y faw 
to the number of eight or. nine ſoldiers come out 

Boylſtone's alley into the ſtreet, armed with clubs and 
2 The deponent went out into the ſtreet and 
deſired them to retire to their barracks, upon which one 
of them, with à club in one hand and cutlaſs in the 
other, with the latter made a ſtroke at the deponent 
when finding there was no proſpect of ſtopping them, 
the deponent ran to the main guard, and called for 
the officers of the guard; the reply was, there is no 
officer here. Several of the Gold ters came out of the 
guard-houſe, and the deponent told them, If there was 
not a party ſent down there would be bloodſhed ; juſt 
as the deponent ſpoke theſe words he was attacked by 
two ſoldiets with drawn cutlaſſes, ſuppoſed of the party 
from Murray's barracks, one at his breaſt. and the other 
over his bead. One of the guards ſaid, this is an 
officer, meaning the deponent, I believe a Conſtable z 
on which the two affailants retired and put up their 
cutlaſſes. And further ſaith not. 


F. EREMIAH BELKNAP. | 
agel. fl. Boſton, March 10 1770. 


be above- named Jeremiab Belknap cron 

appeared, and being carefully examined, and 
duly cautioned to teſtify the whole truth, maketh 
Jolemn dath to the forewritten dep rfition 4 
bim ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate 7 
remembrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dax A, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum 
Jon Hur, I of Feace. 


[ 66 } 
; * (No. 33.) IP 
1 John Coburn bf lawful age teſtify and ſay, than on 


* the evening of the fifth of March inſtant being 
alarmed by the cry of fire, and ringing of bells, ran 
ut of my houſe with my bags and buckets ; upon 
going to Mr. Payne's door, he told me it was not 
fire, it was a riot. I ſent my buckets home again, and 
went to Mr. Amory's corner with Mr. Payne, and 
Mr. Walker the builder came along and ſaid, the ſol- 
diers were in the ſtreet, in Cornhill, and Dock-ſquare, 


with their drawn cutlaſſes, cutting and flaſhing 9 80 
elp, 


body in their way, and the inhabitants wanted 

and ſaid, Pray, gentlemen, run, or words to that pur. 

poſe. I returned again to my houſe, and a few mi- 
tes after, at the head of Royal Exchange-lane, in the 

ſtreet, I ſaw a few, not exceeding fifteen or twenty per- 


ens, ſtop, as I ſuppoſed talking what had happened. 


I went to Mr, Payne's door and ſtood in his entry 


with him, I believe, about ten or fifreen minutes, and 


heard ſome words with the people and the centinel, 
ſuch as, Do fire if you dare; but no further than 
words, not ſo much as to touch him, as I ſaw, nei- 
ther did I fee more than five or fix that had ſo much 
as ſticks in their hands, all entirely unarmed, without 
any weapons. Mr. Harriſon Gray jun. came into the 
entry to us, and upon this immediately came an of- _ 
ficer with a party of ſix or ſeven men with their guns 
breaſt-high and cleared the way, and by their beha- 
viour I did not know but they would fire: I faid it was 
not prudent to tarry there, went directly into my own 
houſe, and-called all my family in. To the beſt of my 
judgment, there was not more than fifty or ſixty people 
in the ſtreet when the party came, and I believe it was 
not exceeding two minutes from the time that I left 
Mr. Payne to the firing of the guns. And further your 


deponent faith not. 
JOHN COBURN. 
Suff- 


19 J 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton March 4's 1770. 


| The above named Fohn Coburn perſonally 
appearing, and being carefully examined, and 
duly cautioned to teſtify the whole truth, 
maketh ſolemn oath to the afore-written de- 
Poſition by him ſubſcribed, taken to n 
the remembrance of the thing. 


Before R1. His J oſt, Peace and of the Quorum 
Joan HILL, * Peace. | 


(N c 34.) 


J Robert Polley of lawful age teſtify and declare that 
on Monday evening the fifth inſtant as I was going 
home obſerved * about ten perſons ſtanding near Mr. 
Taylor's dogr, after ſtanding there a ſmall ſpace of 
time I went with them towards Boylſton's-alley, op- 
polite to Murray's barracks ; we met in the alley about 
eight or nine ſoldiers, ſome of whom were armed wi 
trawn ſwords and cutlaſſes, one bad a tongs, another a 
Hodel, with which they aſſaulted us, and gave us a great 
deal of abuſive language, we then drove them back to 
the barracks with ſticks only; we looked for ſtones or 
bricks, but could find none, the ground bring covered 
with ſnow. Some of the lads diſperſed, and myſelf 
with a few others were returning peaceably home, when 
we met about nine or ten other ſoldiers arined with a 
naked cutlaſs in one band and a flick or bludgeon in the 
other ; one of them ſaid, Where are the ſons of 
* pitches ?** They ſtruck at ſeveral per ſons in the ſtreet, 
and went RE the head of the alley. Two officers 
came and endeavoured to get them into the barracks. 


One of the lads propoſed to ring the bell. The fol- 
diers, 
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diers went through the alley, and the boys 1 


and ſaid they were gone through Royal Exchange - lane 
into King: ſtreet. Myſelf and ſome of the boys then 
into King-ftreet, I ſaw two or three ſnow- balls 
Fe the fide of the Cuſtom-houſe, near which a cen- 
tine! ſtood. The centinel kept the boys off with his 
bayonet charged breaſt-high, which he frequently puſhed 
at them, I then ſaw eight or nine ſoldiers with a leader 
come from the main guard towards the Cuſtom-houſe, 
where they drew u , three facing up the ſtreet, and 
three fronting the ret. They kept continually fttrik- 
ing and puſhing with their Bayonels at the people who 
preſſed towards them, without offering any inſult as I 
ſow. I then went down Royal-exchange-lane, when 
as in the middle of the lane I heard the diſcharge of 


2 gun, which was immediately followed by about ſe n 
prhers. And further ſaith not. N a 
is 


Robert 9K P olley. 
mark. 


Atteſt. Wm. Palfrey. 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 17, 1770, 


Robert Palley abovę- named, after due exam ination, 
made oath to the truthof the above affidavit, ta- 
ken to perpetuate the remembrance of the thing. 


Before 1. Dana, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum. 
err Jon Hip, Juſt. Peace. 


i 9 (No, 
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o. 35.) 
AMUEL. Atwood of Welfleet, of lawful age, teſ- 


Fa 


tifies and ſays, that a few minutes after nine of 
clock on Monday evening laſt, lying on board a ve 
in the town dock, he heard a "noiſe and diſturbance at 
the upper end of Dock Square, and oing up he 
found the ſoldiers and inhabitants engaged in the nar- 
row paſſes round Murray's barracks fo called; the 
latter being moſtly boys unarmed, piſperſed, on which 
ten or wa: ſoldiers armed with dran cutlaſſes, clubs 
and bayonets bolted out of the alley into the ſquare 


and met the deponent, who aſked them if they in- 


tended to nber ple? They anſwered, yes 
Cod, root and bran +, ſaying here is one 155 them; "ih 
that one of them ſtruck the deponent with a club, 


which was repeated by another : the deponent being 
unarmed turned to go off, and he received a wound 
on the left ſhoulder, which reached the bone, diſabled 
him, and gave him much pain, Having gone a few 
ſteps, the deponent met two officers, and aſked them, 
Gentlemen, what is the matter ? They anſwered, you 
will ſee by and by; and as he paſſed by Colonel Jack- 
ſon's, he heard the cry, Turn out the Guards. 


SAMUEL ATW OO: 
Suffolk, fl. March 16, 1770. | 


The above-named Samuel Atwood appeared before 
ws, two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the peace 
for the ſaid county of Suffolk, and being care- 
fully examined, and duly cautioned to declare 
"the whole truth, made oath to the truth of the 


above teſtimony by him ſubſcribed, taken 40 
perpetuate the remembrance of the tbing. 


Before, Rl. DANA, Juſt. Peace, and of the Quorum. 
Joan HIT, Juſtice Peace. 


(No. 


e 
(No. 36.) 


FOAPTAIN James Kirkwood, of lawful age, teſli- 
ies and ſays, that about nine of the clock in the 
evening of the fifth day of March current, he was going 
by Murray's barracks, hearing a noiſe, ſtopt at Mr, 
Rhoads's door, oppoſite to the ſaid barracks, where 
ſaid Rhoads was ſtanding, and ſtood ſome time and ſaw 
the ſoldiers coming out of the yard from the barracks, 
armed with cutlaſſes and bayonets, and ruſhing 
through Boylſton's- alley into Cornhill. Two officers, 
namely, Lieutenants Minchin and Dickſon, came out 
of the meſs-houſe and ſaid to the ſoldiers, My lads, 
come into the barrack, and don't hurt the inhabitants, 
and then retired into the meſs-houſe. Soon after the 
came to the door again, and found the ſoldiers in the 
yard; and directly upon it Exign Mall came to the 
gate of the barrack yard, and ſaid to the ſoldiers, Turn 
out, and I will ſtand by you ! this he repeated frequent- 
ly, adding, kill them! flick them! noc them down ! 
run your bayonets through them ! with a great deal of 
language of like import. Upon which a great number 
of ſoldiers came out of the barracks with naked cut- 
laſſes, headed by ſaid Mall, and went through the afore- 
ſaid alley, ' ſome otficers came and got the ſoldiers into 
their barracks ; and that Mall, with his ſword or cut- 
laſs drawn in his hand, as often had them out again; 
but they were at Jaſt drove into their barracks by the 
aforefaid Minchin and Dickſon, | 


| JAMES KIRKWOOD. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


James Kirkwood, above-named, after dut ex 
amination, made oath to the truth of the aſore- 


\ ſaid 
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ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetnate the re- 
membrance of the thing. | 


Before Joun Ruppock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
7 | 
Joan HII, Juſt, Peace. 


(No. 37.0 


\ /TATTHIAS King of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, of 
lawful age, teſtifies and ſays, that in the evening 
of the fifth day of March inſtant, about nine of the 
clock, he was at his lodgings at Mrs. Torrey's, near 
the town pump, and heard the bells ring and the cry 
of fire; and upon which he went to the door, and ſaw 
ſeveral ſoldiers coming round. the ſouth ſide of the 
town-houſe armed with bayonets, and ſomething which 
he took to be'broad-ſwords ; that one of thoſe people 
came up almoſt to him and Mr. Bartholomew Knee- 
land; and they had but juſt time to ſhut the door u 
him, otherwiſe he is well aſſured they muſt have fell 
victims to their boundleſs cruelty. He afterwards went 
into the upper chamber of the ſaid houſe and was look- 
ing out of the window when the drum and the guard 
went to the barrack; and he ſaw one of the guards 
kneel and preſent his piece with a bayonet fixed, and 
heard him ſwear he would fire upon a parcel of- boys 
who were then in the ſtreet, but he did not, He 
further declares, that when the body of troops was 
drawn up before the guard-houſe, (which was pre- 
ſently after the maſſacre) he heard an officer ſay 10 
another, that this was fine work, and juſt what be want- 


ed; but in the hurry he could nor ſee him, ſo as to 


know him again, ID, 
9 6 MAT TEHs. KING. 
Suffolk, 


E% 3 
| Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 17, 1750. © © 


Matthias King above named, after dus enam. 

nation, made oath to the iruth of the above 
affidavit. Taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. ne 


Before Ri. Dax A, Juſt. Peace, and of the Quorum. 
Jon HILL, Juſt, Peace. 


{No. 38.) 


PjArtholomey Broaders of lawful age teſtifies and ſays 
AZ that on Sunday evening being the fourth inſtant 
preceding the maſſacre, he went up to ſee Patrick 
Dines, a ſoldier of the 29th regiment, who worked 
with Mr. Piemont, and in Dawſon's room heard ſer- 
jeant Daniels ſay, that tbe officers faid, ſince patience 
would not do, force myſt. And that the ſoldiers muſt 
not bear the affronts of the inhabitants any longer, but 
reſent them, and make them know their diſtance z and 
Further, that the inhabitants would never be eaſy, and 
that he ſhould deſire to make the plumbs fly about their 
ears, and ſet the town on fire round them, ,nd then they , 
would know who and who were of a ſide. Said Da- 
niels aſked Edward Garrick, fellow-apprentice to the 
deponent, if he knew where he could get a ſtick that 
would bear a good ſtroke ? Garrick replied, you mult 
look for one. And the deponent further faith, that 
about eight o'clock on Monday evening he went down 
King-ſtreet and met twelve of the town's people with 
-clubs, who faid that they had been attacked by the 
ſoldiers; that he followed the tovrn's people to the 
conduit, and then returned home. Son after Mr. 
. Green's maid and his daughter called him out - — 
0 


— 


t 

ſhop, and aſked him to go to the apothecary's; and 
then they, with the deponent, returned to the Cuſtom- 
houſe: in going he met his fellow. apprentice, and they 
went and ſtood upon the Cuſtom-houle ſteps, and Mr. 
Hammond Green came out, ſaying, Come in, girls; 
then the deponent and his fellow-apprentice, by the 
maid's invitation, Went in alſo, Soon after Sawny 
Irving, ſo called, came in (as he thought) without a hat, 
ſeemed a little angry, and he thinks aſſced for a candle 
(the maid has ſince told him he did aſk for one) then 
he went through the room along with Hammond 
Green, the latter returned into the kitchen, then he 
left the houſe and went home; after which the depo- 
nent came down King-ſtreet, and went through Qua- 
ker-lane, and coming up the lane again, ſaw the een- 
tinel at the Cuſtom-houſe leave his poſt and come into 
the middle of the ſtreet, and ſaid to the deponent's 
fellow-apprentice, 'who he thought had ſaid ſomething 
of an officer's not paying his debts, Let me fee your 
face; the boy anſwered, I am not aſhamed' to ſhow 
my face; immediately upon which the centinel fetched 
a ſweeping ſtroke with his gun, upon the fide of his 
head, which made him reel and ſtagger about, and 
cry much. The deponent aſked what he was ſtruck 
for; he anſwered, For nothing: he then aſked rhe 
centinel what he meant by thus abuſing the people; he 
replied, Damn your blood, if you do not get out of 
the way, I will give you ſomething z he then fixed his 
bayonet, and puſhed at them, and they both run— 
then one Richard Ward, another fellow-apprentice, 
aſked the one ſtruck, what it was for, and endeavoured 
to get his ſtick to ſtrike the centinel, but he told him 
not to, and came away; then he heard a huzza or 
two, arid as he got up Silſby*s-alley,. up came a num- 
ber of grenadiers, as he thought about ten, with clubs, 
- cutlaſſes, and bayonets, crying out, Where are -the 

* K dainn'd 
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damn'd yankeys ? He replied, what is the matte 
they anſwered, We will let you know. He then run 
into his maſter's entry, and as running in, ſaw near 
twenty other ſoldiers with bayonets, &c. flouriſhing, 
coming from the guard-houſe as he thought; imme- 
diately after he heard the bells ring, and then as he 
took it, the ſame party, with a ſerjeant at their head, 
came running by, knocking down and laſhing all the 
town's people they met With; then he heard people 
who were running aſk where the fire was. He told 
them it was no fire, but the ſoldiers near Juſtice Quin- 
cey's were fighting with the inhabitants. — He then 
went towards Juſtice Quincey's, and found the ſol- 
diers had retired to their barracks, when three cheers 
were given by the inhabitants. He then went down 
to King-ſtreet, and heard the people talking of the 
abuſe his fellow-apprentices had received from the cen- 
tinel, but ſaw no inſult offered the centinel, the people 
being in the middle of the ſtreet. One came up 
with a cane, appeared a gentleman, and ſpoke to the 
centinel, and then went away; then the centinel went 
up the ſteps of the Cuſtom-houſe and pointed his gun 
ſome of the inhabitants then ſaid he is going to fire— 
then he took down his gun and loaded it; while he was 
loading, one Thomas Greenwood, a waiter, went into 
the Cuſtom-houſe door, and it was ſhut immediately; 
and then Mr. Green's ſon John ſaid the centinel was a 
going to fire; but he ſaw no abuſe offered him, or any 
danger he was in, He then went down Royal Exchange 
lane, met a number of people who were alfo diſperſing 
near Dock- ſquare. He then ſaid to one Cox, and the 
people, that the ſoldiers were going to fire upon the 
inhabitants at the commiſſioners ſteps ; ſome of the 
people went up upon this news to King: ſtreet; ano- 
ther man came from King. ſtreet, and laid to them, 
Come up into King: ſtreet. He then went up Silſby's- 


alley, 


og 
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alley, and when he got to Mrs. Euſtis's ſhop, heard a 
gun go off, and afterwards ſeveral others in a ſhort 
ſpace of time after one another. Soon after he was told 
that three men were killed; then heard the bells ring, 
and ſaw the people aſſemble faſt in King-ſtreet. The 
deponent further faith, that on the night above-ſaid 
the ſnow was deep upon the ground, and well remem- 
bers that when the centry called for the main guard, 
there were not above 10 or 20 people in King- ſtreet 
near the Cuſtom-houſe. And further ſaith nor. 


BARTHOLOMEW BROADERS. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. 


Bartholomew Broaders above-named, after due 
examination, made oath to the truth of the 
above-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joux HiLL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 39.) 


J OH N Goddard of Brookline teſtifies and ſays, as 
he was paſſing the ſtreet on Saturday laſt, being 
the third inſtant, he ſtopped near the barracks in Wa- 
ter-ſtreet, and ſold ſeveral of the barrack people ſome 
potatoes about five of the clock in.the afternoon, and 
found by their diſcourſe ſome of the ſoldiers had re- 
turned from a fray near the rope-walks, and a number 
of ſoldizrs came out of the barracks, he ſuppoſed about 
20, th clubs, ſeemingly much enraged ; and one in 
_ a profang 


1 
a profane manner ſwore he would be revenged on them, 
if he fired the town. 


JOHN GODDARD, 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 22, 1770. 


John Goddard above-mentioned, after due ex- 

amination, made oath to the truth of the aſore- 
ſaid ainddvit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing, 


Before Jonn Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, | 


Joh Hitz, Juſt. Peace. 


(No, 40.) 
5 Calfe of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that 


on Saturday evening the third inſtant, a camp 
woman, wife to James M Deed, a grenadier in the 
29th, came into Daniel Calfe's ſhop, father to the 
deponent, and the people talking about the affrays at 
the rope-walk, and blaming the {ſoldiers for the part 
they had acted in it, the woman ſaid, The ſolaters 
were in the rigbt, adding, that before Tueſaay or Wed: 
neſday night they would wet their ſwords or bayonets in 
New-Angland people's Blood. The deponent further 
Jays, that on the evening of the fifth current, hearing 
the bells ring, which he took for fire, he went out, 
and near the old ſouth meeting-houſe heard the ſol- 
diers were fighting with the inhabitants in King-ſtreer, 
whereupon he came into King ſtreet, and ſceing a 
number of people (about one bundred) he went up to 
the Cuſtom houſe, where were poſted about a dozen 
ſoldiers with an officer, That this deponent heard 1 
Meer 
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officer order the ſoldiers to fire, and gave the ſecond word 
to fire before they fired ; and upon the officer*s ordering 
the ſoldiers to fire the fecond time this deponent ran 
off about thirty feet diſtance, when turning about he 
ſaw one Caldwell fall, and likewiſe'a molatto man. 


DANIEL CALFE. 
Suffolk, f. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


Daniel Calfe above- named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 
aſſidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 


Before Joun Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, | ix 


Jonx Hitt, Juſt, Peace. 


(No. 41.) 


1 Thomas Marſhall of lawful age do teſtify and de- 
clare, that on Monday night the fifth of March, 
four or five minutes after nine o'clock, coming from 
Colonel Jackion's houſe on Dock-ſquare to my houſe 
in Kine-ſtreet, next door to the Cuſtom-houſe, I ſaw 
no perſon in the ſtreet, but the centinel at the Cuſtom- 
bouſe in perfect peace; after I had been in my houſe 
ten or twelve minutes, being in my ſhop in the front 
of the houſe, I heard the cry of Murder at a diſtance, 
on which I opened the door, but jaw no perſon in the 
ſtreet ; but in half a minute I ſaw ſeveral perſons ruſh- 
ing out from the-main guard-houſe, crying out, Damn 
them, where are they? hey came down as far as the 
corner of Mr, PhiJips's houſe z I law their ſwords and 
NE | bayonets 
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bayonets glitter in the moon-light, crying out as before, 
and by Jeſus let them come; at which time I was called 
into the houſe by one ef my family, but returned again 
in half a minute, and ſaw ten or twelve ſoldiers, in a 
tumultuous manner, in the middle of King-ſtreet, op- 
polite to Royal Exchange: lane, flouriſhing their arms, 
and ſaying, Damn them where are they ? and crying fire; 
the bells then rung as for fire; I was then called in 
again for half a minute, and returning again to the 
door, the inhabitants began to colle&t.—Soon after a 
party of ſoldiers came down the ſouth fide of King- 
ſtreet and croſſed over to the Cuſtom-houſe centinel, 
and formed in a rank by him, nor did I ſee any manner 
of abuſe offered the centinel, and in three minutes at the 
fartheſt they began to fire on the inhabitants, by which 
ſeveral perſons were killed, and ſeveral others were 
wounded. Some time after this, the party marched 
off very leiſurely, and without moleſtation, and preſently 
after the main guard was drawn out in ranks between 
the guard-houſe and town-houſe, and was joined by 
the piquet in the ſame manner, with fixed bayonets and 
muſkets ſhouldered, except the front rank, who ſtood 
with charged bayonets, until the Lieutenant-governor 
came up. And I do further declare, as near as I 
could judge, there was not more than 100 perſons in the 
ſtreet at the time the guns were diſcharged. 

THO. MARSHALL, 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20. 1770. 


Thomas Marſhall, Eſq, above-named, after due 
examination, made oath to the truth of the 
afore-written affidavit, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. | 


0 
Before Ri. Dara, Juſt. Peace and of the Quorum, 
SAM. PEMBERTON, Jult, Peace. 


(No, 
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(No. 42.) 


] John Leach junior, of lawful age, do teſtify and ſay, 

that on Monday night, between the hours of nine 
and ten in the evening of the fifth inſtant three youths 
and myſelf were paſling through the alley leading from 
\ Juſtice Quincey's to Murray's barracks (ſo called) 
when we had got about half way through the alley a 
ſoldier of the 29th regiment with a dirty- looking man 
overtock us, the ſoldier being armed with a cutlaſs or 
ſword, and the man with a ſhort thick club and ruſh- 
ing through us; one of the youths aſked what the 
matter was— by that the man that had the club fruck 
one of the youths on the ſhoulder ;, another of the youths 
aſked him what he meant, by that the ſoldier came up 
and ſtrucł the youth with his ſword or cutlaſs on his 
arm, which did him conſiderable damage; then we all 
ran up the alley and aſked for aſſiſtance, when ſoon 
came up ſome more ſoldiers out of their barracks thro” 
the alley, armed with cutlaſſes, ſwords, ſhovels, and 
tongs, cutting and flaſhing that we were obliged to run 
up the alley and ſtand at the head of the alley, and 
keep them as long as we could—but there were ſo 
many that we were obliged to run, but they imme- 
mediately made after us and knocked ſeveral of us 
down, myſelf for one—Some time after two officers of 
the 29th regiment came up the alley and drove the 
ſoldiers home to their barracks, and then the people 
chiefly diſperſed, myſelf for one; as I was going down 
Dock-ſquare to go home J heard a number of people 
hallow, run up King-ſtreet, for the ſoldiers are knock- 
ing people down; after ſome time conſidering what the 
matter was 1 ran up Royal Exchange-alley, ſo called, 
when I had got to the head of the alley, I ſaw about eight 


foldiers 
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ſoldiers ſtanding round the centry box by the cuſtom⸗ 


houſe with their guns levelled breaſt high, and a con- 
ſiderable numher of people ſtanding in King. ſtreet; 
when I had been there about three minutes I heard the 
word Fire (but who it came from I cannot ſay) but 
nobody ſeemed to mind it; about half a minute after I 
heard the word Fire again, and ſome other words, but 


could not tell what they were; directly the ſoldier on 


the right hand fired, I had a blow on my back which 
I thought was from the butt of a gun; I was then a- 
going off when I heard five or fix guns go off, which I 
took to be nothing but powder at firſt, till I ſee tww9 
men drop, by this the people ſeemed to diſperſe; then J 
was going up by the town- houſe when I ſaw the people 
bringing along two dead men, a little while after the 
whole of the 29th regimentdrew up by the town- houſe; 
I ſtayed a little while longer and made the beſt of my 
way home. And further I ſay not. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton March 21, 1470. 
Jobn Leach jun. above. named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the trutb of the afore- 


ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remems 
brance of the thing. EY 


Before Joun Ruppock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
| Quorum, 
Jonx HILL, Juſt, Peace, 


(No. 43. 


$8.2 


: | (No. 43.) 


The ſubſcriber of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that 
Monday evening the fifth inſtant March 1770, being 
at the ſouth part of the town between the hours of nine 
and ten o'clock, I heard the bells in the centre of the 
town ring, and fire cried, ran immediately for King- 
ſtreet» where I ſuppoſed it was, and to my great aſto- 
niſhment I faw number of ſoldiers with preſented 
bayonets, commanded by an officer whom I did not 
then know; the ſoldiers formed a ſemi-circle round the 
centinel box to the cuſtom-houſe door—I went im- 
mediately up to them and ſpoke to the fourth man 
from the corner, who ſtood in the gutter, and aſked 
him if the ſoldiers were loaded, he replied, 'Yes! I 
then afked (addrefling myſelf to the whole) if they in- 
tended to fire, was anſwered poſitively, Yes, by the 
eternal Gad. I then looked round to ſee what number 
of inhabitants were in the ſtreet, and computed them to 
be about , who were then going off as faſt as poſſible 
at the ſame time I obſerved a tall man ſtanding on my 
left-hand, who ſeemed not apprehenſive of the danger 
he was in, and before I had time to ſpeak to him I 
heard the word Fire { and immediately the report fol- 
lowed ; the man on my left hand dropt. I aſked him 
if he was hurt, but received no antwer, I then ſtooped 
down and ſaw him g-ſping and ſtruggling with death. 
U then ſaw another man lying dead on my right- 
hand, but further advanced up the ſtreet, I then ſaw 
the ſoldiers loading again, and I ran up the ſtreet to 
get ſome aſſiſtance to carry off the dead and wounded. 
Doctor Joſ. Gardner and David Bradley came down 
with me to the corps, and as we were ſtooping to take 
them up, the ſoldiers preſented at us again; I then ſaw 
an officer paſling DUR behind them, — We carried 
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off the dead without regarding the ſoldiers. I then 
ſaw an officer paſs before the ſoldiers and hove up their 
arms, and ſaid, Stop firing, do not fire any more; upon 
which they ſhouldered. —I then went cloſe up to them, 
and addreſſing myſelf to the whole, told them I came 
to ſee ſome faces that | might be able to ſwear to an- 
other day — Capt. Preſton, who was the officer, turned 
round and anſwered (in a melancholy tone) perhaps 
you may. Aiter taking a view of each man's face I 
left them. They ſoon after ran up to the main-guard 
houſe, I have nothing farther to ſay. | 


BENJ. BURDICK, jun. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Bofton, March 20, 1970, 


Benjamin Burdick jun. above-named, after due 
examination, made oath to the truth of the 
aforeſaid affidavit, taten to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. | 


Before JohN Ruppock, Juſt, Peace and of the 
Quorum, | 


Joann Hitz, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 44. 


J Charles Hobby of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that 
on Monday evening the fifth inſtant, between the 
hours of nine and ten o'clock, being in my maſter's 
hou'e was alarmed with the cry of fire, I ran down 
as far as the town-houſe, and then heard that the ſol- 
diers and the inhabitants were fighting in the alley by 
Dr. Cooper's meeting-houſe; I went through the alley, 
] chere ſaw a number of ſoldiers about the barracks, 
ſame 
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ſome with muſquets, other without: I ſaw a num. 

ber of officers at the door of the meſs-houſe almoſt 
fronting the alley, and ſome of the inhabitants intreating, 
the officers to command the ſoldiers to be peaceable and 
retire to their barracks. One of the officers, viz. Lieut, 

Minchin, replied, that the ſoldiers had been abuſed 
lately by the inhabitants, and that if the inhabitants 
would diſperſe, the ſoldiers ſhould follow the example, 

Capt. Goldfinch was among the reſt of the officers in 
or about the ſteps of the meſs-houſe door, but did not 
command the ſoldiers. I then left them and went to 
King- ſtreet. I then ſaw a party of ſoldiers loading their 
muſquets about the cuſtom-houſe door, after which 
they all ſhouldered. I heard ſome of the inhabitants 
cry out, Heave no ſnotu balls; others cried, They dare 
not fire. Captain Preſton was then ſtanding by the 
ſoldiers, when a ſnow- ball ſtruck a grenadier, who im- 
mediately fired, Capt. Preſton ſtanding cloſe by him. 
The Captain then ſpoke diſtinftly, Fire, Fire! | was 
then within four feet of Capt. Preſton, and know him 
well; the ſoldiers fired as faſt as they could one after 
another, I ſaw the Molatto fall, and Mr. Samuel 
Gray went to look at him, one of the ſoldiers, at the 
diſtance of about four or five yards, pointed his piece di- 
reply for the ſaid Gray's head and fired. Mr. Gray, after 
ſtruggling, turned himſelf right round upon his heel and 
fell dead. Capt. Preſton ſome time after ordered them to 
march to the guard-houſe. I then took up a round hat, 
and followed the people that carried him down to a 
houſe near the Poſt- office. And further faith not. 


CHARLES HOBBY. 
Suffolk, i. Boſton, March 20, 1770. | 
Charles Hobby above- named, aſter due examina- 


tion, made oath. to the truth of the aforeſaid 
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affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem. 
brance of the thing. | 


i. Before Joun Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
| Quorum, | 
BELICHER Noves, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 45.) 


William Tant of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that 
on Monday fifth inſtant, being then in a houſe on the 
Long Wharff, hearing a bell ring, imagined it was for 
fire; whereupon I run up King-ſtreer, and inquiring, 
the cauſe, was informed, that there had been a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the town inſulted by the 
ſoldiers in different places. As I got a-breaſt of 
Quaker-lane, I met a number of perſons to the amount 
of thirty or forty, moſtly boys and young fters, who al- 
ſembled in King-ſtreet before the Cuſtom-houſe, and 
6 gave three cheers, and ſome of them, being near the 
"0 centry at the Cuſtom-houſe door, damn'd, him and bid 
| him fire and be damned; and ſome ſhow-balls were 
throwed, or other things: whereupon the centry ſtept 
on the ſteps of the Cuſtom-houſe door, and loaded his 
piece, and ſtruck the butt of it againſt the ſteps, pre- 
ſented it at the people ſeveral times; at length the 
5 people drawing nearer to him, he knocked at the 
14 Cuſtom-houſe door, and I ſaw it opened about balf way. 
11.1 In the ſpace of fix or ſeven minutes I ſaw a party of 
| ſoldiers come from the main guard, and draw them- 
= ſcives up in a line from the corner of the Cuſtom-houſe 
= to the centry-box ; the people ſtill continued in the 
8 4 | ſtreet, crying fire, fire and be damn'd, and hove ſome 
more ſnow- balls: whereupon I heard a muſket go off, 
and in the ſpace of two or three ſeconds, I heard the 


; 
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word fire given, but by whom I know not; and 1. 
ſtantly the ſoldiers fired one aſter another. I then ſtood: 
between the centry box and the cuſtom-houſe door. 
And further I know not. : 
WILLIAMTANT.: 


+ Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


William Tant above-named, after due examina · 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance” 
. of the thing, | 


Before Jon Ruppock, Juſt. Peace, and of the 


1 Quorum, 


BELCHER Noyes, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 46.) 


1 Thomas Cain of lawful age teſtiß and ſay, that 

on Monday the fifth inſtant, being in a houſe on 
the Long Wharff, I heard a bell ring, which I ima- 
gined was for nine o'clock, but being informed by a 
perſon in my company that it was 12 minutes paſt 
that hour by his watch, I then concluded the bell 
rung for fire, ſo [ run up King ſtreet, in company with 
Mr. William Tant, and aſking a few people whom I 
met, the cauſe of. the bell's ringing, was anſwered, the 
ſoldiers had inſulted ſome of the town's people by the 
rope-walks. 1 then went down Quaker-lane as far 
as Juſtice Dana's houſe, where Il mer a number of 
people coming up, and aſked them if there had been 
any diſturbance at or near the rope-walks, they an- 

ſwered me, that there had been ſeveral people En 
; an 
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and knocked down by the ſoldiers in different parts of 
the town. I then came up into King-ſtreet, where they 
aſſembled together below the town-houſe (to the beſt 
of my knowledge) between 30 and 40 perſons," moſtly. 
youngſters or boys, and when there, they gave three 
cheers, and aſked where the ſoldiers were (I imagine 
they meant them that had inſulted them); ſome of the 
ople aſſembled being near the centry at the Cuſtom- 
— door, damn'd him, and I ſaw ſome ſnow- balls 
or other things throwed that way, whereupon the 
centry ſtepped on the ſteps at the Cuſtom-houſe door 
and loaded his piece, and when loaded ſtruck the butt - 
of his firelock againſt the ſteps three or four times, in 
the interim the people aſſembled, continuing crying 
fire, fire and be damn'd, and ſome of them drawing 
near to him he knocked at the Cuſtom-houſe. door very 
hard, whereupon the door was opened about half way, 
and I ſaw a perſon come out, which I imagined to be a 
ſervant without a hat, his hair tied, and hung down 
looſe. In the ſpace of about five minutes, to the beſt 
of my remembrance, I perceived a -party of ſoldiers 
come from the main guard directly through the con- 
courſe of people that was then in King- ſtreet, with 
their muſkets and fixed bayonets, puſhing to and fro, 
ſaying, Make way; when they had got a-breaſt of the 
Cuſtom-houſe they drew up in a line from the corner of 
Royal Exchange: lane to the centry-bog at the Cuſtom- 
houſe door, and being in that poſition for the ſpace of 
five or fix minutes, with their muſkets levelled breaſt 
high and pointed at the people that was {till in the 
ſtreet, huzzaing, &c. and crying fire, as before, and 
{ome more ſnow-balls or other things being hove, I 
heard and ſaw a flaſh of a gun that went off near the 
corner of the aforementioned lane, and in the ſpace of 
two ſeconds I heard ihe word fire given, but by whom 


] can- 
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I cannot aſcertain ; but the ſoldiers fired regularly one 
after another, and when diſcharged, loaded again ; 
then ſtood behind the centry box between the ſoldier 
next it and the Cuſtom-houſe. | 
THOMAS CAIN, 


Suffolk, i. Boſton, March 20, 1770, 


Thomas Cain, after due examination, made oath 
to the truth of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken 
to perpetuale the remembrance of the thing. 


Before Jomn Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum. 


BELCHER Noyes, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 47.) 


1 Peter Cunningham of lawful age teſtify, that on 
Monday evening the fifth current, on the cry of fire, 

a few minutes after nine o'clock, coming into King- 
ſtreet, I ſaw Capt. Preſton ſtanding before the door 
where the main guard was kept, and heard him ſay, 
Turn cut the guard | Then I paſſed down King: ſtreet, 
and ſaw the centry at the Cuſtom-houſe with his bay- 
onet charged, dodging it about as if puſhing at the boys, 
who ſeemed to be laughing at him, and none of them 
within 12 or 15 feet of bim. In a few minutes after 
Capt. Preſton arrived with a party of ſoldiers, perhaps 
ſeven or eight, and took poſt between the Cuſtom- houſe 
door and the weſt corner of the ſaid houſe, round the 
centry box, As ſoon as they had taken their poſt, 
they began to puſh their bayonets at the people, though 
none ſeemed to offer them any offence. Thecaptain ER 
commanded 
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commanded them to prime and load, which being ef- 
tected, they began to puſh as before. The captain 
came before them and put his arm under three or four 
of their pieces, and putting them into an upright poſture, 
then retired from my ſight ; and preſently they again 
levelled and the firing began, and proceeded till 10 or 
11 pieces were diſcharged. On the people's ſcattering 
a little, I ſaw two men near me lay dead on the ſtreet, 
and obſerved the ſoldiers to load again, and moved 


* 


off. And further I ſaw not. 


PETER CUNNINGH AM. 
Suffolk M Bofton, March 20, 1770. | 


Peter Cunningham above-named, after” due exa- 
= mination, made oath to the truth of the afore- 


ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing, 


Before Jog Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of che 
| Quorum, 


Joux HILL, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 48.) 


SAMUEL CONDON of lawful age teſtify and 
ſay, that on the night of the zth inſtant March, 
being on the Long Wharf, between the hours of nine 
and ten o'clock, and hearing the bells ring as for fire, 
1 ran up King ſtreet; on my coming nigh the town- 
houic I ſaw a number of people, about 30 or 40, 
chiefiy conſiſi ing of boys and lads, who proceeded down 
laid free: oppoſite the Cui om- houſe; the cent:nel on 
their approach paced himſelf on the a 
a eps 
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ſteps, and charged his muſket and preſented the ſame 
againſt the body of the people, who offered him no in- 
ſult or violence; in a few minutes after, a party came 
down from the main guard, conſiſting of about eight 
ſoldiers, with their guns and bayonets in a charged 

oſition, headed by an officer, and poſted themſelves 

y the weſt corner of the cuſtom-houſe round the cen- 
try-box in a half-circle; at this time I ſtood near the 
door of the Royal Exchange Tavern, but apprehend- 
ing danger, as the ſoldiers ſtood with their muſkets 
and bayonets in a charged or preſented poſition, moved 
from thence down ſaid Royal Exchange-lane, and 
ſtood nigh the weſt end of the cuſtom-houſe ; during 
this interim 7 ſaw'no violence offered to the ſoldiers in 
a few minutes after, having placed myſelf as aforeſaid, 
a muſket was fired by the ſoldier who ſtood next the 
corner; in a few ſeconds after another was fired, and 
ſo in ſucceſſion till the whole was diſcharged, to the 
number of eight or thereabouts : while the muſkets 
were diſcharging I walked down the lane, and when 
the firing ceaſed I turned and went up to the head of 
the lane, when I ſaw the people carr Ying off one dead 
perſon, and two more laying lifeleſs on the ground 
about two muſkets length from the ſaid ſoldiers, in- 
humanly murdered by them, the blood then running 
from them in abundance: a perſon aſked the ſoldier 
who fired firſt, the reaſon for his ſo'doing, the ſoldier 
anſwered, Damn your bloods, you boogers, I would kill a 
thouſand of you! the ſoldiers were then charging their 
| muſkets again, in order for a ſecond diſcharge in caſe 
any inſult had been offered them. 


SAMUEL CONDON. 
. Suffolk, 8. Boſton, March 20, 1770. | 


Samuel Condon above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 
M affidavit, 
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, . affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | 


Before Jonx Roppock, Juſt. Peace and of | the 
Quorum, . 
Joun HILL, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 49.) 


*BENEZER HINCKLEY of Boſton, of lawful 
age declares, that on Monday evening the 5th 

of March current; that being at home in his houſe 
he heard the bells ring, and came out, and came 
through Cornhill-ſtreet to the corner of King-ſtreet, 
near the main guard-houſe; immediately as he turned 
the corner he ſaw a party of ſoldiers come out of the 
main guard-houſe, and he the deponent then ſaw an 
officer, as he thought, look out of the chamber win- 
dow, and cal! to them, and ſaid, Fire upon them, damn 
them, fire upon them, The deponent then followed 
them, viz, the ſaid party of ſoldiers, to the place 
where they were poſted, being before the centry-box 
in a half circle, near the cuſtom-houſe; they reaching 
forward puſhing their bayonets, and endeavouring 10 
ſtab people, provoked a few boys to throw two or 
three ſnow-balls, and challenged them to fire: in 
about a minute after the deponent heard the word 
Fire, and then ſaw a ftick thrown which hit a ſol- 
dier's gun, whereupon the corner ſoldier fired, and the 
reſt followed in the firiug—when the firing was, the 
deponent verily believes there was not more than 
fifty or ſixty perſons in that part of the ftreet—and it 
appeared to the deponent, that the ſoldiers going 
down to the cuſtom-houſe in ſo hoſtile a manner was 


the occalion of drawing the moſt oft hoſe people there. 
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— And the deponent further faith, that through the 
whole he ſaw not one brick-bat or ſtone thrown, and 
believes that it was naturally impoſſible to come at any, 
as the ſnew was conſiderably deep. | 
Memorandum. After the party of ſoldiers were got 
to their place, he ſaw Captain Preſton, who com- 


manded them, whom he knew very well—And 
further ſaith not. . | 


EBENEZER HINCEKLEY, 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 20, 1770, 


Ebenezer Hinckley above- named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the abovg 


affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | 


Before Jonx Ruppock, Juſt. of Peace and of the 


Quorum, | 
Joan HILL, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 30.) 


FRANCIS ARCHBALD jun. of lawful age teſti- 
fies and faith, that on Monday evening the 5th of 
March inſtant, at about ten minutes paſt nine of the 
clock of ſaid evening, as he was going through the 
alley that leads from Cornhill to Brattle-ſtreet (ſo 
called) with ſeveral others with him, he ſaw a ſoldier 
with a cutlaſs flouriſhing it about in ſaid alley, and a 
mean-looking fellow with him, with a club in his 
hand; then the deponent heard ſomebody outſide of 
the alley ſpeak to the ſaid ſoldier, and told him to 
put up his cutlaſs, for it was not clever to carry ſuch | 
a weapon in the night without it was in a ſcabbard; 
8 M2 whereupon 
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whereupon ſaid foldier came up to him the deponent, 
with his cutlaſs pointing towards his breaſt, and damn'd 
him, and aſked him what he had to ſay againſt it; 
whereupon the deponent told him to ſtand off. The 
ſaid ſoldier then went up to one of the lads that was 
with him, and ſtruck him (as the deponent thought); 
the deponent then went out of ſaid alley, and hallow- 
ed to ſome lads who were ſtanding near the town- 
houſe ; when they came to the deponent's aſſiſtance, 
they made ſaid ſoldiers retire through ſaid alley to the 
barracks; in about five or ſix minutes after, about 
twelve or fifteen ſoldiers came out of ſaid barracks (as 
1 heard the next day they were encouraged and ſet on 
by Enſign Mall belonging to the 29th regiment) with 
cutlaſſes, tongs, and clubs, and came up to them and 
damn'd them, and ſaid, Where is the yankey boogers ? 
when they began to ftrike the people in the ſtreet with 
ſaid weapons : and as the deponent was ſtanding with 
Mr. John Hicks, one of the ſoldiers came up with a 
pair of tongs, and juſt going to make a ſtroke at 
ſaid deponent, ſaid Hicks knocked him down; where- 
upon the deponent, when ſaid ſoldier got up, knocked 
him down again, and broke his wrift (as he was in- 
formed afterwards); then the deponent was going 


home to the South-end. Juſt as he got to the 


town-houſe, he looked down King-ſtreet, and ſaw 


about fifty or ſixty people ſtanding in the middle of 


ſaid ſtreer, oppoſite the cuſtom-houſe ; then the de- 
an went down to ſee what was the matter: when 

e got down faid ſtreet, he ſaw a party of ſoldiers _ 
coming from the main guard (amongſt which was one 
Matchew Kilroy of the 2gth regiment) going to the 
centinel that was ſtanding at the cuſtom-houſe z theg 
the deponent went over to the ſide of the way, and 
chere ſtgod about two minutes, when he ſaw the flaſh, 


11 
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and heard the report of a gun that was fred from ſaid 
centinel's poſt, and fix or ſeven. fired directly after-, _ 
wards: then the deponent ſaw three men laying near 


ſaid centinel's poſt dead. And the deponent further 


adds, that at the time of his ſtanding there as afore- 
ſaid, he ſaw no-body moleſt or trouble id e entinel 
or party of ſoldiers (as aforeſaid) in any ſhape white. 
ever. And further the deponent ſaith not. _ 


_ FRANCIS ARCHBALD jun. 
Suffolk, iN, Boſton, March 17, 1770. 


Francis Archbald jun. above named, after due. | 


examination, made oath to the truth of the . 


above written affidavit, taken to perpetuate. 
the remembrance of the thing. CE 28 


Before RI. Dax A, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum 
Joan Hill, J uſtice Peace. ; 


(No. 5 1.) 


] NATHANIEL FOSDICK of lawful age teur 
and ſay, that on the night of the gth e be- ' 
twixt the hours of nine and ten o' clock, being in my 
houſe with my family, hearing the bells ring for fire 
ran out to aſſiſt the inhabitants, ran towards the north; 
when I came to the town-houſe I ſee the people run- 
ing down King-ſtreet, I followed, when I came by 
the guard-houſe I ſee ſome ſoldiers come out and fix 
their bayonets; I ran to know where the fire was; 
after I had got into King-ſtreet I made a halt; as I 
ſtopt I was puſhed behind; I turned round and ſaw : 
ſome ſoldiers with their bayonets charged, which came 
againſt 
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againſt me. I aſked them if this was the fire that is 
cried; they made no anſwer : I aſked them what they 
meant by coming on me in that manner ; their anſwer 
was, Damn you, ſtand out of our way : 1 told them 
I would not move for no man under the heavens; I 
offended no one. Therefore they paſſed me, ſome on 
my right hand and ſome on my left. I followed be- 
| hind them; they went to the centry-box, and faced 
round and formed in a half-circle, I faw a number of 
people near the middle of King-ſtreer, about twenty 
yards from the centry-box. I ſpoke out and deſired 
that no diſturbance might be betwixt the inhabitants 
and the ſoldiers; for if the ſoldiers were in fault, there 
was their officer, which I looked upon to be the officer 
of the day, and he could ſettle the affair in one minute : 
then I ſpake to two men to ſpeak to the officer; then 
J ſee two or three advance towards the officer; 1 heard 
ſome words paſs, what they were I know not. I turned 
round and ſpake to the people to ſtep off, and let them 
that went to the officer ſettle the diſpute ; the people 
ſtanding ſtill, I turned towards the officer and ſee him 
fall into the regular circle, then I heard the word Fire: 
on my left one gun was fired off by a ſoldier on their 
right; upon which I ruſhed in, then ſeeing the firſt 
ſoldier that fired run at ſome perſons, and fall upon 
the ground, I hallowed to take his gun from him ; 
then I received three puſhes by their bayonets, two in 
my left arm, and one in my breaſt ; that at my breaſt 
J ſtruck off with a ſtick, and the gun went off in- 
. Rantly : then I drew back, and finding one dead, as I 
thought, on my left and one on my right, I then run 
over to Quaker-lane, where 1 ſaw a number of peo- 
ple; I defired them to ſtep out and keep the ſoldiers 
from getting off : from thence I went over to the other 
ſide the ſtreet, to the lane near the town watch-houſe, 
where I deſired the people to ſtep out, and not let the 

. NEL ſoldiers 
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foldiers get off, for I would go home and get my gun 
and bring a party againſt them; which I did, 
meeting ſome of the inhabitants returning, they told 
me the ſoldiers were gone off, and affairs would be 
ſettled to-morrow z on that I went home. 


NATH. FO SDIC K. 
Suffolk, NM. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 


| Nath. Foſdick above named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above- 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re 
membrance of the thing. | | 


Before Ri. DAN a, Juſt. of Peace and of the 890 
SAM. PEMBERTON, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 52.) 


Oſeph Hooton jun. of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, 
J that coming from the ſouth end of Boſton, on Mon- 
day evening the 5th inſt, againſt the old ſouth meeting- 
houſe he heard a great noiſe and tumult, with a cry of 
murder often repeated. Proceeding towards the town- 
houſe the deponent paſſed by ſeveral ſoldiers running 
that way with naked cutlaſſes and bayonets in their hands, 
The deponent aſked one of them what was the matter, 
and was anſwered by him, by God you ſhall all know 
what is the matter ſoon ! Between nine and ten o'clock 
the deponent came into King-ſtreet, and ſtood about 
the middle of the ſtreet, or nearer. the cuſtom-houſe, 
in the direction of Quaker and Royal Exchange-lanes, 
and ſaw about eight or ten ſoldiers drawn up near the 
cuſtorn-houſe, and an officer, which he ſince Fa 
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' Rands was Capt. Preſton, between the ſoldiers and the 


cuſtom-houſe. There was much noiſe and huzzain 


among the boys and people, and ſome of the boys the 
deponent obſerved drew. near to the ſoldiers. In this 
hurry and confuſion the deponent heard many aſk 


each other whether they thought they would fire? 


and it was generally concluded they would not: 
but in about five minutes after the deponent firſt ſtood 
there, he heard the officer give the word FIRE, they 


not then firing, he again ſaid Free, which they till 
diſobeying, he ſaid with a much higher voice, DAMN 


YOU, FIRE, BE THE CONSEQUENCE WHAT IT WILL | 
Soon after this one of the guns went off—in a few ſeconds 
another, and ſo on, till fix or ſeven were diſcharged, 
Near the deponent's left hand dropt a man, which he 
ſince learns was Mr. James Caldwell, on which he 
left the place. And further ſaith not. ar 
JOSEPH HOOTON jun, 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 1 3, 1770, 


The ſaid Foſeph Hooton jun. perſonally appearing, 
mateth ſolemn oath to the truth of the fore- 
written depoſition by him ſubſcribed. | 


Before me Ep. Quincy, Juſt, Pacis, 


(No. 53.) 


Richard Palmes of Boſton, of lawful age, teſtify and 
ſay, that between the hours of nine and ten o'clock 


of the fifth inſtant I heard one of the bells ring, which 
1 ſuppoſed was occaſioned by fire, and enquiring 
where the fire was, was anſwered, that zhe ſoldiers wert 


abuſing the inhabitants; 1 aſked where, was firſt anſwered 
| : ; at 


— ,] at. Sr TT ME. 
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at Murray's barracks, I went there and ſpoke to ſomie 
officers that were ſtanding at the door; T told them 
was ſurprized they ſuffered the ſoldiers to go out of 
the barrack after eight o'clock; I was anſwered by 


one of the officers, Pray do you mean to teach us our 


duty; I anſwered I did not, only to remind them of it: 
one of them ſaid, you ſee that the ſoldiers are all in 
their barracks, and why do not you go to your homes? 


Mr. James Lamb and I ſaid, Gentlemen, let us go 
home, and were anſwered by ſome, home, home; ac- 
cordingly I aſked Mr. William Hickling if he was 


going home, he ſaid he was. I walked with him as far 
as the Poſt-office; upon my ſtopping to talk with two 

or three people Mr. Hickling left me; I then ſaw Mr. 
Pool Spear going towards the town-houſe, he aſked 
me if I was going home, I told him I was: I aſked 
him where he was going that way, he faid he was 
going to his brother David's. But when I got to the 
town pump, we were told there was a rempus at the 
Cuſtom-houſe door. Mr. Spear ſaid to me, you had 
better not go; I told him I would go and try to make 


peace. I immediately went there and ſaw Capt. Preſton 
at the head of ſix or eight ſoldiers in a eircular form, 


with guns breaſt high and bayonets fixed; the ſaid 
Captain ſtood almoſt to the end of their guns. I 


went immediately to Capt. Preſton (as ſoon as Mr. 


Bliſs had left him) and aſked him if their guns were 
loaded; his anſwer was, they were loaded with powder 
and ball; I then ſaid to him, I hope you do not intend 
they ſhall fire upon the inhabitants; his reply was, by 


no means, When I was aſking him theſe queſtions 

my left hand was on his right ſhoulder ; Mr. John 
Hickling had that inſtant taken his hand off my 
ſhoulder, and ſtept to my left, then inſtantly I ſaw a 


piece of ſnow or ice fall among the ſoldiers; on which 
the ſoldier at the officer's right hand ſtept back and 
diſcharged his gun, at the ſpace of ſome ſeconds the 


. toldier at his left fired next, and the others one after 


the 


. 
1 


| and ſaid, I will live and die by the law, A gent 


RS 
the other, After the firſt gun was fired, IJ heard the 


word Fire, but who ſaid it, I know not; after the firſt 


gun was fired the ſaid officer had full time to forbid the 
other ſoldiers not to fire, but I did not hear him ſpeak to 


. them at all; then turning myſelf to the left Iſaw one man 


dead, diſtant about fix feet. I having a ſtick in my 


hand made a ſtroke at the ſoldier who fired, and 


ſtruck the gun out of his hand; I then made a ſtroke 
at the officer, my right foot ſlipt, that brought me on 
my knee, the blow falling;ſhorr, he ſays I hit his arm; 
when I was recovering myſelf from the fall, I ſaw the 
ſoldier that fired the firſt gun endeavouring 70 puſh me 
through with his bayonet, on which I threw my ſtick at 
his head, the ſoldier ſtarting back, gave me oppor- 
tunity to jump from him into Exchange lane, or I 
muſt been inevitably run through my body. F looked 
back and ſaw three perſons laying on the ground, and 
perceiving a ſoldier ſtepping round the corner as I 
thought to ſhoot me, I ran down Exchange- lane, and 
fo up the next into King ſtregt, and followed Mr. 
Gridley, with ſeveral other pe:ſons, with the body of 
Capt. Morton's apprentice up to the priſon houſe, and 
{aw he had a ball ſhot through his breaſtz at my re- 
turn I found that the officer and ſoldiers were gone to 
the main guard. To my beſt obſervation there were not 
ſeventy people in King ſtreet at the time of their firing, 


aud them very ſcattering ; but in a few minutes after the 


firing there were upwards of a thouſand ; finding the 
ſoldiers were gone I went up to the main-guard and 
ſaw there the ſoldiers were formed into three diviſions, 


the front diviſion in the poſture of platoon firing, and 


I expected they would fire. Hearing that his Honor 
the Lieutenant governor was going to the Council- 


F | 1 : A 
chamber, I went there ; his Honor looking out of the 


door defired the people to hear him ſpeak ; he defired 


them to go home and he would enquire into the affair 


in the morning, and that the law ſhould take its N 
e. 


man 
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man deſired his Honor to order the ſoldiers to their 
barracks; he anſwered, t was not in his power, and 
that he had no command over the troops, and that it 
lay with Col. Dalrymple and not with him, but that 
he would ſend for him, which after ſome time he did; 


|  upori that a gentleman deſired his Honor to look 


out of the window facing the main- guard, to ſee the 
poſition the ſoldiers were in, ready to fire on the in- 


Hhabitants, which he did after a good deal of perſuaſion, 


and called for Col. Carr, and deſired him to order the 
troops to their barracks in the ſame order they were 
in; accordingly they were ordered to ſhoulder their 
guns, and were marched off by ſome officers. And fur- 


ther ſaith not, N 
RICH. PALMES, 
Suſſolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 


Richard Palmes above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above affi- 
davit, taken to perpetuate the remem3rance of 
the thing. | 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt, of Peace and of th 
uorum, 
JohN HII. Juſt, Peace, 


(No. 54.) 

William Wyat of Salem, coaſter, teſtify and ſay, that 

laſt Monday evening, being the fifth day of March 
current, I was in Boſton, down at Treat's wharf, where 
my veſſel was lying, and hearing the bells ring ſup- 
poſed there was a fire in the town, whereupon I haſtened 
up to the town-houſe, on the ſouth ſide of it, where 
| law an officer of the army lead out of the guard- 
heuſe there ſeven or eight ſoldiers of the army, and 
lead them down in ſeeming haſte to the Cuſtom-houſe 
on the north ſide of King: ſtreet, where I followed 
tem, and when the officer had got there with the men, 
he bid them face about. I ſtood juſt below them on 
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lying, to ſee whether he was dead, where there were four 


nd MOT 
the left wing, and tbe ſaid officer ordered his men to load. 
which they did accordingly with the utmoſt difpatch 
then they remained about ſix minutes, with their fire- 
locks reſted and bayonets fixed, but not ſtanding in 
exact order. I obſerved @ conſiderable number of young 


lads, and here and there a man amongſt them about the 


middle of the ſtreet, facing the ſoldiers, but not within 
ten or twelve feet diſtance from them; I obſerved ſome 
of them, viz. the lads, &c. had ſticks in their hands, 
laughing, ſhouting, huzzaing. and crying fire; but 
could not obſerve that any of them threw any thing at 
the ſoldiers, or threatened any of them. Then the 
ſaid officer retired from before the ſoldiers, and ſtepping 
behind them towards the right-wing, bid the - ſoldiers 


fire ; they not firing, he preſently again bid them fire; 


they not yet firing, he ſtamped and ſaid, Damn your bloods 
fire, be the conſequence what it will, then the ſecond 
man on the left wing fired off his gun, then, after a 
very ſhort pauſe, they fired one after another as quick 
as poſſible, beginning on the right wing ; the laſt man's 
gun on the left wing flaſhed in the pan, then he primed 


again, and the people being withdrawn from before the 


ſoldiers, moſt of them further down the ſtreet, he turned 
bis gun teward them and fired upon them, Immediately 
after the principal firing, I ſaw three of the people fall 
down in the ſtreet ; preſently after the laſt gun was 
fired, off, the ſaid officer, who had commanded the 
ſoldiers (as above) to fire, ſprung before them, waving 
his {word or ſtick, ſaid, Damn ye, raſcals, what did 
ye fire for, and ſiruck up the gun of one of the ſoldiers 
who was loading again, whereupon they ſeemed con- 
founded, and fired no more. I then went up behind 
Frm to the right wing, where one of the people was 


or five people about him, one of them ſaying, he was 
dead; whereupon one of the fſoldicrsſaid, Damn his 
blood he is dead, if he ever ſprawl again I will be 
damned for him,—And 1 remember as the ſaid officer 
Was 


r 
was going down with the ſoldiers towards the Cuſtom- 
houſe, a gentleman ſpoke to him and ſaid, Capt. Preſton, 


for God's ſake keep your men in order and mind what 
you are about. And further I ſay not. 


March 7, 1770. WILLIAM WYAT.. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 13, 1750. 


William Wyatt, above named, after due examinas+ 
tign, made oath to the truth of the above writ- 
ten affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. 

Before RI. Daxa. Juſt. of Peace and of thy 
Quorum, 
Jonx Topo, Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 55.) _ 

I Henry Knox gf lawful age teſtify and uy, that be- 

tween nine and ten o'clock P. M. the- fafth inſtant I 
ſaw the centry at the Cuftom-houſe charging his muſ- 
ket and a number of young perſons croſſing from Royal 
Exchange to Quaker- lane; ſeeingthim load, ſtopped 
and aſked him what he meant? and told others, the 
centry was going to fire, They then huzza'd and 
gathered round him at about ten feet diſtant; I then 
advancing went up ta him, and zhe'centry ſnapped bis 
piece upon them. Knox told him, if he fired, he died. 
The centry anſwered, he did not care, or words to that 
purpoſe, damning them and ſaying, if they touched him, 
he would fire. The boys told him to fire and be 
damned. Immediately on this I returned to the reſt 
of the people and endeavoured to keep. every boy from 
going up, but finding it ineffectual, went off through 
the crowd and ſaw a detachment of about eight or nine 
men and a corporal headed by Capt. Preſton. I took 
Capt. Preſton by the coat, and told him for God's ſake 
to take his men back again, for if they fired his life 
muſt anſwer for the conſequence he replied, he was 
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ſenſible of it, or knew what he was about, or words 
to that purpoſe; and ſeemed in great haſte and much 
agitated. Nile I was talking with Capt. Preſton 
the ſoldiers of his detachment had attacked the people 
1th their bayonets. There was not the leaſt provocation 
given to Capt. Preſton or his party, the backs of the people 
being towards them when they were attacked. During 
the time of the attack I frequently heard the words; 


Damm yeur blood, and ſuch like expreſſions. When Capt. 


Preſton ſaw his party engaged he directly left me, and 

went into the crowd, and 1 departed. The deponent 

further ſays, that there was not preſent in King-ftrect above 

{eventy or eighty people at the extent, according to his 

opinion. - HENRY KNOx. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 

Henry i Knox above named, after due examination, 
maae oeth to the truth of the above-written 
gſfidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembranee | 

of the thing. * 
Before RI. Dax a, Juſt, of Peace and of the Quorum, 
JohN HILL. Juſt. Peace, 


(No. 56.) 

Dward Payne of Boſton, . t, teſtifies and ſays, 
that on the evening of the fifth inſtant, on hearing 
the bells ring, he ſuppoſed there was fire, but on going 
out he was informed there was not any fire, but a riot 
of the ſoldiers, and that the ſoldiers were cutting down 
Liberty-tree.———That he went into King-ſtreet, 
where he met Mr. Walker the ſhipwright, who inform- 
ed him, that the ſoldiers at Smiths barracks had allied 
out upon the inhabitants, and had cut and beal a number 
of perſons, but were drove back to their barracks. —— 
That he (the deponent) then went to the eaſt end of the 
Town-houfe, where he heard the ſame report from di- 
vers perſons, —— That whilſt he ſtood there, a number 
of perſons, t exceeding twenty, ſome of them with 
ſticks in their hands, came up the lane by Siliby's into 

King- 
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King: ſtreet, at which time there was, as near as he can 
judge, about the ſame number in King. ſtreet, when a 
lad came up from the Cuſtom-houſe, and informed the 
people, that the centinel there had knocked down a lad 
belonging to their ſhop, upen which the people moved 
that way, and ſurrounded the centinel.—— That this 
deponent then went home, and ſtood upon the ſell of 
his entry door, which is nearly oppoſite to the eaſt end 
of the Cuſtom-houſe, where he was ſoon joined by Mr. 
George Bethune and Mr, Harriſon Gray; that the peo- 
ple round the centinel were then crying out Fire, Fire, 
damn you why don't you Fire; ſoon after, he perceived 
a number of ſoldiers coming down towards the centinel, 
with their arms in a horizontal poſture, and their bayo- 
nets fixed, who turned the people from before the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe, and drew up before the door; the people, 
who ſtill remained in the ſtreet and about the ſoldiers, 
continued calling out to them to fire. In this ſituation 
they remained ſome minutes, when he heard à gun 
ſnap, and preſently a ſingle gun fired, and ſoon after 
ſeveral others went off one after another, to the number 
of three or four, and then heard the rammers 20 into 
the guns as though they were loading: immediately af- 
ter which three or four more went off in the ſame man- 
ner; at which time a ball paſſed through the deponent's 
right arm, upon which he immediately retired into the 
houſe. That at the time of the centinel's being ſur- 
rounded, and at the time of the firing, it appeared to 
the deponent, that there were from Hy to an hundred 
perſons in the ſireet, and not more. The deponent fur- 
ther ſaith not. EDWARD PAYNE. 
Teſt. Mr. Payne ſubſcribed his name with his left hand 
Joun Amory. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21. 1770. 
Edward Payne al ovenamed, after due examitia- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 


affidavit, taken to perpetuate ie remembrance. 
ef the thing. 


Before 


104 } 
Before Jonn Ruppocn, Juſtice Peace and of the 


Quorum, 
Joun HiLL, Juſt. Peace, 


% (No. 5 57- ) 
3 Ohn Gammell of lawful age reſtifies and ſays, that 
ſoon after he bells rang on Monday evening the 5th 

Inſtant, he ſtood by the Town-houſe, and faw a party, 

conſiſting of about fifteen or ſixteen ſoldiers, come out 

-of the main guard, and a ſerjeant or corporal ordered 

them to prime and load, which they did, and a detach- 

ment of about fix men with a corporal filed off to 
Williams's court, as was ſaid, to call Captain Preſton, 
and the reſt to the Cuftom-houſe : a few minutes alter, 
they took their poſt by the Cuſtom-houſe, the depo- 
nent went down and ſaw them -puſhing at the people 
with their bayonets.and telling them to.ſtand off or they 
would fire upon them; the people laughed at them 
and told them they dared not to fire. Not long after 
the deponent heard the word FIRE, and quickly the 
man on the right wing fired, and ſucceſſively ſeveral 
more.—— On this the deponent walked off through 

' Quaker-lane. And further ſaith not. - 

 - JOHN GAMMELL, 

Suffolk, . Boſton, March 17, 1770. 

: Jobn Gammell above- named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of tbe above affi- 
davit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance of 
the thing. 


Before Rr. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quorum: 
| Jonn 1 25 Juſt. of r 


(No. |} "ET 
4 Charlotte Bourgate of lawful age, an indented ſer- 
<= vant to Edward Manwaring, Eſq; being at my 
. maſter's lodgings at Mr. Hudſon's at the north end, on 
the night of the horrid mafſacre in King-ſtreet of the 


Sch inſtant, heard the bells ring, which I took to - 
or 


0 „ [ 105 1 + 8” - es WP 
tor fire, (about half an höur before the bells rung my 
maſter, with one Mr. Munroe, ſaid they would go to 


ried into the thamber, there was but one light in the room, 
and that in the carne of the thamber, when I ſaw a tall 
man loading a gun (then I ſaw two guns in the room) 
my maſter not being in the chamber; there was @ num- 
ber of gentlemen in the room : after the gun was loaded, 
the tall man gave it to me and told me to fire, and ſaid, 
| He would kill nie if I did not; I. told him, I would not. 
He drawing a ſword out of his cane, told me, if I did 
not Fre it; he would run it through my guts. The mari 
putting the gun out of the window, it being a little 
open, I fired it fide way up the ſtreet ;; the tall man 
then loaded the gun again; I heard the Balls go down. 
The mar then laid it on the window again, and told 
me to fire it. I told Him. I would, not fire again; he 
told me again, He would run me through the guts if I did 
not; upon which J fired the fame way up the ſtteet. 
After I fired the ſecond gun, I ſaw my maſter in the room; 
be took a gun and pointed it out of the window ; 1 heard 
the gun go off; then a tall man came and clapped me 
on the ſhoulders above and below ſtairs, and {aid That's 
my good boy, I'll give you lome money to-morrow. 
I ſaid; I don't want any money. There being a light 
in the lower room, and the door being upon the jarr, 
I ſaw it was the tall mari that clapped me on the ſhoul- 
der; then the young man, 9 Green, let me ** 
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of the door, thete being #0 or three prople i in the eh 
when I got out of the houſe, I ſaw a number of 

in the ſtreets, and I ran home as faſt as I could, 5 
ſet up all night in my maſter's kitchen. And further 
ſay, that my maſier licked me the next night for telling 
Mrs. Waldron about bis firing out of 15 Cuſtom-· houſe, 
And for fear that I ſhould be licked again, I did deny 
all that I ſaid before Juſtice Quincy, which I am very 

forry for. And further I ſay not. 
| his 


CHARLOTTE $Þ BOURGATE. 
Mark. 
Atteſt. ELIsHA STORY. 
EpwaARD CRATTS. 


Suffolk; ſſ. Boſton, March 23.1 me 
Charlotte Bourgate above-named, after due exe. 
nation, made oath to the truth of the above af- 
fidavit, Edward Manwaring, Eſquire, and 
Jobn Munroe above named, were notified and 
preſent, and interrogated the deponent. Ta- 
| ken lo perpetuate the remembrance of the thing. 
3 Before, Jonx Rvppock, Juſtice Peace, and of the 
' Quorum, 
Jenn HII, Juſt, Peace. 


(No. 59.) 

Ilam Baſ of lawful age teſti fies and fas, that 

being in King-ftreer on Monday night the gth in. 
ſtant, after nine of the clock, he ſaw about an bundred 
people gathered about The Cuſtom-bouſe, and preſently 
came a party of armed ſoldiers with bayonets fixed from 
the main guard, keeping on the ſouth: ſide of King- 
ſtreet, till they came nearly oppoſite the Cuſtom-houle, 
and then paſſed over, driving through the people in ſo 
rough a manner, that it appeared to the deponent that 
they intended to create a diſturbance, They poſted 
| j themſelves 
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themfelves between the Cuſtom-houſe door and the weſt 
corner of it; and in a few minutes began to fire upon the 
people. Two or three of the flaſhes fo high above the 
reſt, that the deponent verily believes they muſt have 
come from the Cuſtom-houſe windows : and further ſaith, 
that be obſerved no violence to the ſoldiers at or before the 
firing, or to the Cuſtom-bouſe, by the people. 


__ GILLAM BASS. 
Suffulk, fl. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


Gillam Baſs abovenamed, after due examination, 
made oath to the truth of the above affidavit, 


taken to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
thing. 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt of Peace and of the Quorum, 
Joan HILL, Juſt, Peace, 


(No. 60.) 


B Enjamin Alline of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, 
that on Monday evening the 5th current, hearing 
the bells ring after nine o'clock, he came into King 
ſtreet, and ſaw the Cuſtom-houſe centry ſtanding qui- 
etly in his place. About four or five minutes after the 
boys in the ſtreet came up near to him, and made a 
noiſe, on which the ſoldier returned to the Cuſtom- 
houſe ſteps.” The deponent quickly after this /aw the 
Cyſtom-bouſe door open, and the centry turn that way, 
and ſoon ſhut again. The centry then faced the boys, 
and waved his gun about as if to keep them off, and 
in a few minutes eight or nine ſoldiers came down with 
an officer at their head, and placed themſelves round 
the centry, and in a few minutes after, he heard the 
| O 2 word 
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word Fire, and they fired in ſucceſſion, one after the other 
The deponent further ſaith, that when he firſt arrivedag 
the Cuſtom-houſe, there gid not ſeem to be more than 
tbirty or forty people round it, moſtly boys, and zbey of 
Fred no violence as be obſerved, only making a noiſe and 
huzzaing, And further ſaith not, 

| BENJAMIN ALLINE. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 


Benjamin Alline above- a after due exami- 

nation, made oath to the truth of the above. 
written affidavit, taken to (OY the re. 
membrance of the thing. 


"= Before Rr. Dana, Juſt, Peace and of the Quorum, 
_ Joan Hur, Juſt. Peace. | 


(No. 61 0 


1 Francis Read of lawful age teſtify, that on Monday 
evening the th inſtant, hearing the bells ringing in 
the center of the town, I came into King - ſtreet and 
found near an bundred people, moſtly boys, ſtanding 
round at about 7 or 8'yards diſtance from the Cuſtoms 
houſe, - before which ſtood ' a ſoldier on centry. In 3 
few minutes I ſaw a little man in a grey ſurtout with 
his hair 'clubb'd open the Cuſtom-bouſe door and go in, 
and quickly after the centry went to ſaid door then a litile 
open; and ſeemed to ſpeak with ſomebody in the houſe, 
after which the door was ſout, and the centry loaded 

his piece. In about three or four minutes I ſaw 2 

ty of ſaldiers come down from the main guard 
with an officer, which were poſted in a ſemicircle from 
| the door round the centry-box to the ſouth weſt corner 
pf the the Cuſipm-bouſe, About five or ſix minutes * 
N hey 
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they were poſted, I heard the word fire from among 
the ſoldiers, and in a little time after the- ſoldiers fired; 
firſt one gun, then another, ſometimes two at once, 
till 8 or 10 were fired. Caſting my eyes about after 
the Sring was over, I ſaw the ſmoke of two diſcharges 
high above jhe reſt; on this I left the place. And 


further ſay not. Fry 
| = FRANCIS READ, 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


Francis Read above-named, after due exami- 

nation, made oath to the truth of the afore- 
ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before Joun Rvppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
| Quorum, * 
And BETIcnER Noves, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 62.) 


] Dimond Morton of lawful age teftify and fay, 
that on Monday night the th inſtant, between the 
hours of nine and ten I heard the cry of Fire by my 
houſe. Immediately I ran out towards the town- 
houſe ; when I got between the Old- South Meeting 
and the Old-Brick Meeting, I met ſome people, they 
told me there was no fire, but people gathered in 
King-ſtreet ; immediately I left them and came towards 
the town-houſe, when I ſaw a number of people go 
round the Brazen-head corner, ſome crying they are 
this way, and I run in amongſt them, and came down 
before the Cuſtom-houſe, and there I ſaw a centinel -. 
walking backwards and forwards before the ug 
pitt OTB i AN $i aps OS We oon 
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Soon after 1 ſaw the centine] retreat back upon the 
ſtone of the Cuſtom-houle door, waving his bayonet 
breaſt-high all the way z when he got on the ſtone 
he drew his cartridge to load his gun; whilſt he was 
loading his gun, I ſaw Thomas Greenwood, a waiter 
to the commiſſioners, run out from the people where I 
was, and run behind the centinel, and knock at the 
door of the cuſtoms, and was ſoon let in: by o_ 
time the centinel had his gun loaded. Then the 
ple cried, You dare not fire; and others aid, Fire as 
be damn'd ; then the boys gave two or three chears. 
Upon that I ſaw Capt. Preſton marching and leading 
down from the main guard eight or ten ſoldiers, with 
their bayonets fix*d, ſwinging their guns. When they 
paſſed me, | followed them down to the Cuſtom-houſe, 
In about two minutes Capt. Preſton or ſome other 
perſon ordered them to load, which they did; then 1 
went towards Quaker-lane, when I ſaw the flaſh of a 
gun from the ſoldiers at the Cuſtom-houſe, and a man 
fall before me; the guns being repeatedly fired, I 
looked round and ſaw two or three men lay down on 
the ſnow. When I found there were three dead, and 
a number of others wounded, in about ten or fifteen 
minutes afterwards, I ſaw the ſoldiers march towards 
the main guard—the ſnow being at thar time near a 
foot deep And I further ſay, that I did not ſee am 
inſult offered to the centinel from the inhabitants; and 
at the time the guns were fired there were not above 
fixty or ſeventy perſons ſtanding before the Cuſtom- -bouſe 
dcor.—And further I ſay not. 


DIMOND MORTON. 
Suffolk, Fin Boſton, March 17, 1770. 


Dimond Morton above-· named, after due exami: 
nation, made oath to the ruth of the above- 
- written 


er 


r 
toritten affidavit, taken to perpetuate tht 
remembrance of the thing. 


Before Ri. Dax A, Juſt. of Peace and of the Quo- 
rum, 


And Jon Hitt, Juſt, Peace. 


(No. 63.) 


"REnjamin Frizel of Pownalborough, in the county 


of Lincoln, mariner, of lawful age, teſtifieth and 
faith, that in the evening of the 5th day of March 
current, going to Capt. Joſeph Henſhaw's at the ſouth 
part of Boſton, in his way thither, under Liberty-rree, 
exactly at eight o'clock of ſaid evening, he faw there 
eleven ſoldiers, and an officer met them, dreſſed in a 
blue ſurtout; upon his ſpeaking to them, they appear- 
ed very ſubmiſhve, the officer ordering them to appear 
at their reſpective places at the lime, and if they ſhould 
ſee any of the inhabitants of the gown, or any other 
people not belonging to them, with arms, clubs, or 
any other warlike weapons, more than two being aſ- 
ſembled together, to order them to flop, and aſe them 
their buſineſs, and where they were going ; if they refu- 
led to ſtop, or tell them their buſineſs, or ſeparate 
themſelves, to ſtop them with their firelocks, and all 
that ſhall take their part: after giving theſe orders the 
officer went off to the northward, and the ſoldiers 
ſouthward ; upon which the depqnent proceeded about 
his buſineſs as far as Wheeler's point, and while there, 
the bell rang as uſual for fire, and he with others ran 
to the town-houſe, two engines being there drawn, the 
men attending, left them on the welt end of the town- 
houſe, and going with others into King-ſtreet, were 
ſtopped by two centinels of the main guard, and forbid 
to paſs on their peril, and ſaid, If they did they voy 
ire 
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Fre on them , but one man, ſomewhat bolder than the 
reſt, ſaid, as the bells rang for fire, and all the inhabi- 
tants of the town had good right to paſs through any 
ſtreet or lane of the town, he ſhould pals, and ſhoul- 
dering a ſtick he had in his hand, went forward and 
was followed by the deponent and many others into 
King-ſtreet, the depdnent taking his ſtation at the weſt 
corner of the houſe now called the Cuſtom-houſe, and 
between the corner and the centry-box, where ſtanding 
about two or three minutes, he ſaw ſix or ſeven ſol- 
diers come from the oppoſite ſide of the ſtreet, near 
ro the head or opening of Royal Exchange-lane, where 
they halted, and ſome of them ſpoke to the centry at 
the Cuſtom-houſe and faced about, in which poſture 
they ſtood about two minutes, and in that time he 
heard xothing ſaid to them, or of them, by any of the 
inhabitants; but heard two or three cheers given by 
the people, and two or three boatſwain's calls piped, 
upon the laſt of which the ſoldiers began their fire, the 
deponent ftill ſtanding at the corner of the Cuſtom- 
houſe, the firſt diſcharge being only one gun, the 
next of two guns, upon which the deponent thinks he 
ſaw a man ſtumble z the third diſcharge was of three 
guns, upon which he thinks he ſaw two men fall, and 
immediately after were diſcharged five guns, two of 
which were by foldiers on his right hand, the other 
three, as appeared to the deponent, were diſcharges 
from the balcony or the chamber-window of the Cuſton- 
houſe, the flaſhes appearing on the left hand and high: 
than the right hand flaſhes appeared to be, and o 
which the deponent was very ſenſible, although his eyes 
were much turned to the ſoldiers, who were all on his 
right hand ; ſoon after this the deponent ſaw five men 
on the ground, three whereof appeared to be dead, and 
pie other two to be ſtruggling ; for the ſpace of tuo 


inutcs following all action ceaſed ; after which tit 
| general 
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general cry was, Let us pick up the dead, and not let 
the ſoldiers have them; and thereupon the deponent 


aſſiſted in ſupporting: and ſteadying one who was 
wounded, till a chair was brought to carry him off, 


BENJAMIN FRIZEL. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 22, 1770. 


Benjamin Frizel above mentioned, after due exa- 
mination, made oath io the truth of the afore- 
ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the Thing, 


Before Joun Ruppockx, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, 5 


And Jonx Hur, Juſt, Peace, 


(No. 64.) 


Eremiah Allen of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that 
in the evening of the fifth day of March current, 
being at about nine o*clock in the front chamber 1n the 
houſe occupied by Col. Ingeifol in King ſtreet, he 
heard ſome guns fired, which occaſioned his going into 
the balcony of the ſaid houſe—that when he was in 
the ſaid balcony, in company with Mr. William Moli- 
neux jun. and John Simpſon, he heard the diſcharge 
of four or five guns, the flaſhes of which appeared to 
be to the weſtward of the centry-box; and immeoiate- 
ly after, he the deponent heard two or three more 
guns, and ſaw the flaſhes thereof from out of the houſe 
now called the Cuſtom-houſe, as they evidently appear- 
ed to him, and which he the {aid deponent at the ſame 
time declared to the aforeſaid Molineux and Simpſon, 
a P being 
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being then near him, ſaying to them, at the ſame 
time, pointing his hand toward the Cuſtom- bouſe, Thers, 
they are out of the Cuſtom- bouſe.— And further the de 
ponent ſaith not, | 


JEREMIAH ALLEN, 
Suffolk, fl. 


The abeve named Feremiab Allen perſonally ap- 
pezring, and being carefully examined, and 
duly cautioned to teftify the whole truth, mak. 
eth ſolemn cath to the fore written depoſition 
by bim ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt, Peace and of the Quo, 
rum, 5 
Joun Hitz, Juſt. Peace, 


% 
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Jan Simpſon of lawful age teſtifieth and faithy 
that on the evening of the gth of March current, 
at about nige of the clock he heard a bell ringing at 
the ſouth part of the town, which cauſed him to leave 
his ſhop to make enguiry.— Soon after he heard that 
the ſoldjers had roſe upon the inhabitants; that when 
he had got as far as Faneuil Hall, ſeeing a number of 
gentlemen ſtanding together, the deponent made up 
to them, and aſked them what the diſturbance was; 


they anſwered him, that two young men had. been abu- 


ſed by the ſoldiers—but that the ſoldjers had now re- 
turned to their barracks — he then proceeded. with 4 
en 
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number of others up Royal Exchange: lane: at the 
head of the lane ſome of the perſons with him cried 
out, Here is a ſoldier, and huzza'd ; immediately the 
ſoldier who was centry near to the box before the Cufs 
tom houſe, repaited to the Cuſtom-houſe door; at which, 
with the knocker, the ſoldier gave three very hard 
ſtrokes; upon which ſome perſon within fide 
opened the door and ſpoke io him remarkably ſhort, and 
then ſhut it 1 ſoldier then directly foaced 
his gun, knocking the beech twite hard upon the ſtone 
ſteps z at the ſame time ſeven ſoldiers fas rhe deponent 
judges) with a commanding officer came and cried, 
Clear the way, as he came along, then forming them 
into a half circle, ordered them to load: the de hnent 
then made up as he could to the officer, and taid, For 
God's fake don't fire upon the people; he made him 
no anſwer: then turning to the inhabitants he the de- 
ponent expreſſed himſelt in the following mannet; Fot 
God's ſake don't trouble theſe men, for they ate upon 
duty and will fire: turning about to the ſoldiers he 
ſaw them making up to the inhabitants with their bay- 
onets fixed (about ten feet off) directing them to ſtand 
off, attempting to drive them away with theit bayo- 
nets: then he withdrew himſelf to the other fide of 
the way, where Tecing a man attempt to throw a club, 
he begg d that he would not; adding, that if he did the 
ſoldiers would fire, and he did not : the deponent then 
ſtanding by Warden and Vernon's ſhop on the ſoutlt 
ſide of King: ſtreet, with his back to the ſoldiers, im- 
mediately after heard the word preſent 3 at which word 
he ſtooped down. A little ſpace of time enſued, and 
then he heard the words, Damn you, fire; the found of 
which words ſeemed to proceed ftom the left of all 
the ſoldiers, and very near the centfy-box ; upon this 
order he Judged two gufts. were diſcharged, and im- 
mediately three more, and then two more ; one of the 

i two 
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two laſt guns went about five or fix inches over the 
deponent's back; after which he ſtood up, and another 
gun was diſcharged, which wounded one Robert Pat- 
terſon in the arm, and the blood was ſprinkled upon 
the deponent's hand and waiſtcoat: after the firing the 
deponent ſaw four perſons drop; then looking towards 
the ſoldiers the deponent ſaw them making towards the 
inhabitants with their fixed bayonets z upon which he re- 
tired down Quaker-lane, and went round into the main 
ſtreet homewards, where he met a number of people 
going up Royal Exchange-lane—from thence he reti- 


red home, | 
| JOSIAH SIMPSON. 


The deponent further ſaith, That be is ſatisfied there 
was not more than 70 or 80 people in King-ſtreet, who of- 
fered no violence to the ſoldiers or to any other perſons, 


nor threatened any. 
JOSIAH SIMPSON, 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16th, 1770. 


Joſiah Simpſon above- named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the afore- 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. e 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace and of the 
Quorum, | 
Joan HiLL, Juſt, Peace. 


(Ne. 66, 
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John Wilſon of lawful age teſtify, that cn Monday 
evening the gth current, I was at Mr Burdett's at 
the head of Long-lane, and heard the bells ring 
and fire cried, and thereupon went in company with 
others to King-ſtreet, and {aw no diſturbance there; 
hearing the bells ſtill, ringing, I aſked what was the 
matter ? The people ſaid the ſoldiers had inſulted the 
inhabitants, on which I went to Cornhill, where the 
buſtle had been, and found no ſoldiers there; then 
I came down King: ſtreet oppoſite the Cuſtom-houſegand 
ſaw a man with a light: coloured ſurtout coming from 
the main-guard go up to the centry, and lay his hand 
on his ſhoulder, and ſpeak ſome words to the centry, 
and then enter the C. ſtom-hou ſe door. On this the cen- 
try grounded the breech of his gun, took out a cart- 
ridge, primed and loaded, and ſhouldered his firelock. 
After this I drew back oppoſite Mr. Stone's, and in a 
few minutes ſaw a party of ſoldiers headed by an ef- 
ficer, coming down from the main-guard, crying 
to the inhabitants, Damn you, make way, you 
boogers ! I not moving from my place was truck 
by one of them on the hip with the butt of his 
muſquet, which bruiſed me ſo much that it was 
next day very fore and much diſcoloured. The i- 
cer ſeeing the ſoldier ſtrike me, ſaid to the ſol- 
dier in an angry manrer, Why don't you prick re 
boogers 2 The party drew up before the Cuſtom-houſe 
door, and ranged to the welt corner in a half circle, 
and charged their pieces breaſt high. Some ſmall 
boys coming up made a noiſe to the ſoldiers, on which 
the efficer ſaid to them, Why don't you fire? Damn you 
fire! They hereupon fired, and two men fell dead 
in 
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in my ſight. I then left the place, and went over the 
ſtreet and aſſiſted Paterſon the wounded man in get- 
ting home. The deponent further faith, that when 
he got into King-ſtreet he ſaw no body but the centry 
walking backwards and forwards by the Cuſtom-houſe, 
and then went to Cornhill as above; and at the time 
of firing he verily believes there were not above fifty 
perſons in the ſtreet near the Cuſtom-houſe, the ſnow 
being at that time near a foot deep, And further I ſay 
not. 


| JOHN. WILLSON, 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 19, 1470, 


Jobn Willſon above-named, after die examitia- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above- 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. are 


Before R1. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace, 
| the Quorum 
And Jonx HILL, Juſt: of the Peace, 


nd of 
f 


(No. 67.) 


QEORGE Coſter of the Bay of Bulls, in the 

iſland of Newfoundland, mariner, of lawful age, 
teſtifieth and faith, that being in Boſton about nine 
of the clock in the evening of the 5th day of March 
current, he the deponent was landing in King: ftreet, 
near the middle of the ſaid ſtreet, and while there 
ſtanding among a large number of other people, in 
about five or ſix minutes after he ſtopt, he heard the 
word of command given to the ſoldiers, Fire, upon 
which one gun was fired, which did no execution as 
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the deponent obſerved ; about half a minute after 
two guns, one of which killed one Samuel Gray, a 
rope-maker, the other a molatto man, between which 
two men the deponent ſtood ; after this the deponent 
heard the diſcharge of four or five guns more by the 
ſoldiers ;, immediately after which the deponent heard 
the diſcharge of two guns or piſtols from an open win- 
dow of the middle ſtory of the Cuſtom-houſe, near to the 
lace where the centry box was placed, and being but 
a {mall diſtance from the window, he heard the 
* within ff and laugh, and ſoon after . - 
the caſement lowered ads. after which the deponent 
aſſiſted others in carrying off one of the corps. 


| his 
GEORGE V. J COSTER. 
Mark. 1 


Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 16, 1770, 


George Cofter above-named, a ter due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above- 
Written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing. 


Before Ri. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace, and of 
the Quorum, 


Jokx Hitt, Juſt. of the Peace. 


(No. 68.) 


8 AMUEL Drovne of Boſton, of lawful age, teſti- 

fieth and ſaith, that about nine of the cloc of the 
evening of the fifth day of March current, ſtanding 
at his own door in Cornhill, faw about fourteen or 


fifteen 


—— —— 


[ 120 ] 


fifteen ſoldiers of the 29th regiment, who came from . 
Murray's barrack, ſome of whom were armed with 
naked cutlaſſes, feoards, or bayonets, ethers with clubs, 
fire ſaevels, er tongs, and came upon the inhabitants. of 
the town then Banding cr walking in Cornbill, and 
abuſed ſome, and violently aſſaulted others as they 
met them, moſt of whom were without jo much as. a 
fick in their hands to defend themſelves, as the depo- 
nent very clearly could diſcern, it being moon-light, 
and lim{clt being one of the aſſaulted perſons. | All 
or moſt. of the faid ſoldiers he ſaw go by the way of 
Cornhill, Crooked-lane, and Royal Exchange-lane 
into King-ſtreer, and there followed them, and ſoon 
ph dd, them to be quarrelling and fighting with 
he pecple whom they ſaw there, which the deponent 
chats were not more than a dozen when the ſoldiers 
came there firſt, armed as aforeſaid ; of thoſe dozen 
peapie the meſs 17 lem cvere gentlemen, ftanaing to- 
getter à little below the tren bote pon the Exchange. 
At the appearance of thoſe ſoldiers ſo armed, the 
moſt of the twelve perions went off, ſome of them 
being firſt of/aulted ; ; aiter which the ſaid ſoldiers 
were obſerved by the deponent to go towards the 
main-guard, from whence were at the ſame time 
iſſuing and coming into King-ſtreet five ſoldiers of 
ſaid guard and a corporal armed with Frelocks, who 
called out to the fore-mentioned ſoldiers armed with 
was; &c. and ſaid to them, Go away; on which 
they diſperſed and went out of Kine-ftreet, ſome one 
way and ſome another. By this time were collected 
tagetler in King: ſtreet about two hundred people, and 
then the deponent ſtood upon the ſteps of the Ex- 
change tavern, being the next houſe to the Cuſtom- 
houſe, and ſoon after ſaw Captain Preflon, whom be 
evell knew, with a number of ſoldiers armed with 


Frelecrs, dre aun up near the welt- corner of the 


*: uſtom: 


nz 1 

Cuſtom-houſe; and _ _ inſtant the deponent 
thinks ſo great a part of the people were ' diſperſed 
at the ſight of the armed ſoldiers, as that — 4 
than twenty or thirty remained in King-ſtreet *; thoſe 
who did remain being moſtly ſailors, and other per- 
ſons meanly dreft, called out to the armed ſoldiers, 
and dared them to fire; upon which the deponent 
heard Captain Preſton ſay to the ſoldiers, Damn your 
bloods, why don't you fire? the ſoldiers not regarding 
thoſe words of their captain, he immediately ſaid, 
Fire ; upon which they fred irregularly, pointi 

their guns variouſly in a part of a circle as 54 ſtood? 
During the time of the ſoldiers firing, the deponent 
ſaw the flaſhes of two guns fired from the Cyſtom-houſe, 
one of which was out of a window of the chamber 
weſtward of the balcony, and the other from the bal- 
cony ; the gun which he clearly diſcerned being pointed 
through the ballifters, and the perſon who held the gun 
in a ſtooping poſture, withdrew himſelf into the houſe, 
having a handkerchief or ſome kind of clath over his 
face. After this the deponent aſſiſted in carrying off 
the dead and wounded, as ſoon as the ſoldiers would 
permit the people ſo to do, for at firſt they were 

cruel enough to obſtruct the carrying them off. 


SAMUEL DROWNE. 


* Mr. Drowne ſays, there were collected together in King- 
fireet about two hundred perſons, and that at the ſight of the 
armed ſoldiers they ſo far diſperſed, at that not more than twenty 
or thirty remained in King-ſtreet, | 4 | 

This circumſtance: accounts for the diverſity in ſome of the 
depoſitions, with regard to the number of ns in King-ſtreet 
about that time ; ſuch depofitions probably referring to different 
moments,—Moments, becauſe the whole difturbance in King- 
ſtreet, from its beginning to the firing, continued but a ſhort 


ſpace of time. 
Q Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


The before-named Samue! Drowne perſonally 
appearing, and being carfully examined, and 
duly cautioned to teſtify the whole truth, 
maketh ſolemn oath to the fore-written depo- 
ſition by him ſubſcribed, taken to wr. 
. the remembrance of the thing. , 


Before RI. Daxa, Juſt. of the Peace and of the 
Jour hee, Yo 
. Jonx Hitt, . Juſt. of the Peace, 


(Na. 69.) 


1 Robert Patterſon of lawful age teſtify and 27 
1 that on Monday night the 4 current, being at 
Captain M.Neill's 1 the North End, heard the bells 

ring and fire cried. I immediately ran till I got 
into Royal Exchange: lane, it being about a quarter 
after nine o'clock. I ſaw a number of people in the 
lane; I aſked what was the matter, they told me, 
that the ſoldiers were going to kill all the inhabitants. 
1 immediately went through the Jane, and ſtood in 
the middle of King-ſtreet about ten or eleven minutes 
(the centinel then ſtanding leaning againſt his box) 
when I ſaw an officer with ſeyen or eight ſaldięrs 
coming from the main- guard, clearing the way with 
their guns or bayonets, go below the centinel box, 
and turn up and place themſelves around it, facing 
the people ſtanding oppoſite' Royal Exchange-lane ; ; 
when I ſaw a man 2 a light coloured ſurtout at 
the Cuſtom-houſe door, the door being wide open, there 
ſtanding with his ſhoulder againſt the fide; then 7 
card the officer order the {e/aiers to load, which id, 

; 
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did; after that. I heard the people ſay, Damn you, 
why don't you fire. In about a minute after, I heard 
the word fire (but from whom I cannot ſay) which 
the ſoldiers did. Looking round I ſaw three men lay 
dead on the ſnow ;, the ſnow being at that time near a 
foot deep. © Immediately they loaded again. The 
people then gave three cheers, and cried out, Let's 
go in upon them and prevent their firing again; upon 
. which they- put on their hats and advanced towards 
them: my hand being raiſed to put on my hat, ſtill 
advancing towards this ſoldiers, the centinel up with 
his gun and fired, the balls going through my lower 
right arm, my hand immediately falling; and finding 
myſelf wounded, made the beſt of my way home 
with help. And further I ſay not. | 
| | his 


Te. Eliſha Story. ROBERT x PATTERSON: 
* Mark. : 


Suffolk; fl. Boſton, March 20, 1770. | 


Robert Patterſon above-named, after due exa- 

mination, made oath to the truth” of the 
aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing: | 


Before Joan Ruppock, uſt. of the Peace, and 
of the Quorum, W 
Jonx HILL, Juſt. of Peace. 


(No. 70.) 
CATO, a negro man, ſervant to Tuthil Hubbart, 
(Eſq; being of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that 
onday evening the fifth of March current, on 


l 14 * 
the cry of fire, he ran into King-ftreet, 
a b of people aſſembled before 
the . that he ſtood near the centry- box 
and ſaw the ſoldiers fire on the people, who ſtood in 
the middle of ſaid ſtreet; directly after which he ſaw 
two flaſhes of guns, one quick upon the other, from 
the chamber-· window of the Cuſtom-houſe ; and that 
after the firing was all over, while the people were 

carrying away the dead and wounded, be ſaw the 
Clem houſe door opened, and ſeveral ſoldiers (one 
f whom had a cutlaſs) go into the Cnſtom-houſe and 
fſout the door after them; that before the ſoldiers 
fired, he heard a voice, faying, Damn. you, why 
dont you fire? but did not fee who it was. 


| 3 oF 
7 = Jehn Edwards. CATO (c. 
mY bd 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boten, March v6," 1770. | 


The above- named Cate, after careful examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the above- 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing, 


| Before Rei. Dara, Juſt. of the Peace, and of 
the Quorum, 
Joux Hir, Juſt. of the Peace. 


(No. 7) 


Done Uſher of lawfur age teſtifies ; arid” ſays, | 
that coming. into En; oth about- half "after 


nine o'clock on Monday evening the fifth current, pe 
1 


[ 12863 
aw ſeveral ons, moſtly yo folks, gathered 
between the X. * offe- ot dome of 
whom were talking to the centinel at the Commiſ- 
ſioners or Cuſtom-houſe; after ſome time the boys, 
at a diſtance, began to throw light ſnow- balls at him, 
which he ſeemed much enraged at, and went on to 
the 33 ſteps, 2 he i a to have 
charged his gun, giving it a heavy ſtamp upon the 
Foes, = , * to force down the lead; — 
{wore to the boys, if they came near bim he would 
blow their brains out. About ten minutes after this, 
the deponent ſaw Captain Preſton leading ſeven ar 
eight men from towards the Town-houſe, and placed 
them between the Cuſtam-houſe door and the centinel- 
box. About four or five minutes after they were 
poſted, the ſnow-balls now and then coming towards 
the ſoldiers, the Captain commanded them 20 fire; 
upon this one gun quickly went off, and afterwards 
be ſaid, FIRE BY ALL MEANS | others ſucceeding, and 
the deponent being utterly unarmed, to avoid fur- 
ther danger, went up round the Town- houſe till the fray 
was over. And further ſaith not. 

| DANIEL USHER. 


Suffolk, ff. March 36, 1770. 


The above-named Daniel Uſber perſonally ap- 

Pearing, and being carefully examined, and 

duly cautioned to teſtify ' the whole truth, 

| maketh ſolemn oath to the fors-written depo- 

fition by him ſubſcribed, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace, and of 
the Quorum, | T 

- Joux HILL, Juſt. of the Peace. be 8 
(No. 72.) 
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(No. 72.) 


Robert Goddard of lawful age teſtify and declarꝭ; 

that on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, between 

the hours of nine and ten o'clock, being at my 

houſe at Wheeler's Point, I heard the cry of fire; 1 

ran out, and came through Long-lane- into King- 

ſtreet, 5 up to the north-weſt fide of the Town- 
8 


houſe: when I got there, I ſaw a number of gentle- 
men ſtanding and talking, and heard them ſay, that 
there was a man ſtabbed through the arm, and that 
it was very hard that the people could not paſs the 
ſtreets a. cer being ſtabbed. Immediately after, I 
heard ſome people cry out for aſſiſtance. I then went 
down into King: ſtreet, and in going down overtook 
an officer (as I thought) with eight or nine ſoldiers 
with bayonets charged breaſt high, the officer: holding 
a raked cutlaſs in his hand, ſwinging and calling, ſtand 
cut of the way, and the ſoldiers curſing and damning, 
and puſhing their bavonets to clear the way. They 
went down to the Cuſtom-houſe, and placed 
themſelves juſt above the cextinel box; the officer then 
ordered the ſoldiers to place themſelves, which they 
did, in a half circle ; with that the. boys came up near 
to the ſoldiers (ſtanding as before): the officer then 
faid, Boys, go off, leſt there be tome murder done; 
with that the boys removed back. a little diſtance, 
throwing ſnow-balls, the ſoldiers puſbing them with 
their bayonets, ſaying, Damn you, ton off ; with that 
the boys went forward again, and a man with a naked 
cutlaſs in his hand, who appeared to be the command- 
ing officer (as before) gave the word fire, immediately 
a gun going off upon the left of me; I ſaw a man hke 
a failor go up to the commander, and ſtrike him upon 


the left arm; immediately he the ſaid officer ſais, 
F Think 


- J 
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Think PII be uſed in this manner; damm you, fir 
which they did, one after another. After they had ; 
all fired, he ordered them to prime and load again; 
after that he ordered his men in the middle of the 
ſtreet, and told them to clear their way with their 
hayonets breaſt high; with that, looking round, I ſaw 
four men lay dead on the ſnow, the ſnow being at that 
time near a ſoot deep:then I went and helped the molat- 
to man who was ſhot into Mr. Stone's houſe. After 
we got him in there, I ſaw him give one gaſp; I then 
opened his breaſt, and ſaw two holes, one in each 
breaſt, where the balls had entered; after that went 
to the door, and looked, and ſaw the ſoldiers ſtanding 
in the middle of the ſtreet, and ſaw two gentlemen 
talking with the officers and ſoldiers. Preſently after 
went to ſee the molatto again ; and returned back into 
the ſtreet, /aw all the ſoldiers at the main-guard houſe 
out, with their bayonets charged breaſt high , with that, 
going home through Quaker-lane into Long-lane, 
about the middle of the lane ſaw two ſoldiers, who 
told me to ſtand out of the way, or elſe they would ſtab 
me. I immediately got out of the way, and made 
the beſt of my way home. And further ſay, that the 
grand jury defired me to go and ſee whether I ſhould 
know the officer again z one of them going with me, 
[ went up, and when I came to the gaol, I ſaw ſeveral 
people in the room with him. The gentleman of the 
grand jury (who went up with me) aſked me which 
was the man, I told him that that gentleman (pointing 
to Captam Preſton) looked very much like the man, 
and I verily believed he was the man that ordered the 
ſoldiers to fire. Don't you ſay fo, ſays he; yes, Sir, 
aid I, you look very much like the man. If you ſay 
ſo, ſaid he, clapping his hands, I am ruined and un- 
done. And further ſay, that at the time of firing, 

** | | ner 


E 
there was but about fifty or fixty perſons, maſtly boys, 


in King-ſtreet. 
ROBERT GODDARD. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 22, 1770. 


Robert Goddard afore-named, after due ex- 
amination, made oath to the truth of the 
aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 

remembrance of the thing. 


| Before Jon Ruppock, Juſtice of the Peace, and 


of the Quorum, 


Jonx HiLt, Juſtice af the Peace, 


(No. 73.) 


John Hickling being of lawful age teſtify and ſay 
J that on Monday "dy 5th day ab inch 1770, — 
turning from New Boſton in the evening between the 
hours of nine and ten o'clock, I heard a noiſe and the 
cry of fire in King: ſtreet, and inquiring the cauſe, was 
informed the ſoldiers intended to fire on the inhabitants; 
immediately proceeding to the place, I ſaw eight or 
nine ſoldiers with fixed bayonets charged breaſt gh, 
ſtanding in a circular manner at the corner of the 
Cuſtom-houſe, and an officer ſtanding before them at 
the end of the bayonets, between the ſoldiers and the 
inhabitants: I ſaw but a few ſcattering people, ſuppoſed 
to be about thirty in the ſtreet before them at that tame, 
and therefore was at a loſs for the reaſon of ſuch an 
appearance; going to the officer I found a young man 
named Bliſs talking with him, I inquired his name of 
Bliſs, who informed me that it was Preſton. At that 
inſtant Mr. Richard Palmes came up and —_ the 
; Olnicer, 
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officer, if he intended to fire upon the people? he 


anſwered, by no means; Palmes aſked if the guns 
were loaded? Preſton anſwered in the affirmative. 
Palms further aſked, with powder and ball? Preftcn 
anſwered they were. The ſoldiers during this conver- 
ſation aſſumed different poſtures, ſhoving their bayoncts 
frequently at the people, one in particular puſbing againſt 
my ide, ſcwore he would run me through, I laid hold of 


his bayonet and told him, that nobody was going to 


meddle with them. Not more than ten ſeconds after 
this, I ſaw ſomething white reſembling a piece of 
Mow or ice fall among the ſoldiers, which knocked 
the end of a firelock to: the ground; ot that 
inſtant the word fire was given, but by whom I 
know not; but concluded it did not come from 
the officer aforeſaid, as I was within a yard of him, 
and muſt have heard him had he ſpoke it; but 
am ſatisfied ſaid Preſton did not forbid them to fire; 1 
inſtantly leaped within the ſoldier's bayonet as I heard 
him cock his gun, which that moment went off be- 
tween Mr. Palmes and myſelf. I thinking there was 
nothing but powder fired, ſtood ſtill, till upon the 
other ſide of Mr. Palmes, and cloſe to him, I ſaw 
another gun fired, and the man ſince called Attucks 
fall. I then withdrew about two or three yards, and 
turning ſaw Mr. Palmes upon his knee, and the ſoldiers 
puſhing at him with their bayonets: during this the 
reſt of the guns were fired, one after another, when I 


ſaw two more fall; I ran to one, and ſeeing the blood 


ouſh out of his head, tho juſt expiring, I. felt for the 
wound, and found a hole as big as my hand; this I 
have ſince learned was Mr. Gray. I then went to 
Attucks, and found him gaſping, pulled his head out 
of the gutter and left him; I returned to the ſoldiers 
and aſked them, what they thought of themſelves, 
and whether they did not deſerve to be cut to pieces, 
to lay men wallowing in their blood in ſuch a manner? 

R they 
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they anſwered, Grd damn them, they ſhould have ſtood 
out of our iy. The ſoldiers were then loading their 
muſkets, and told me upon my peril not to come any 
nearer to them. / further deciare, that I heard no 
other affront given them than the huzzaiug and whiſt- 
ling of boys in the ſtreet. 


JOHIN HIKLING. 
_ Suffolk, M. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


The above named John Hickling perſonally ap- 
pearing, and being carefully examined and 
duly cautioned to teſtify the whole truth, 
maketh ſolemn oath to the fore-written depo- 
lion by him ſubſcribed, taten to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. 


Before R1. Daxa, Juſtice of the Peace, and of 
the Quorum, 


Joan HIL, Juſt. Peace. 


(No. 74.) 
Obadiah Whiſton of lawful age teſtify and fay, 


that on the evening of the 5th inſtant, being at a 
houſe in Pond-lane, on hearing the bells ring, ran 
towards King-ſtreet, and in going I met a perſon who 
ſaid there is no fire, but the ſoldiers are fighting with 
the inhabitants. I went down the north ſide of the 
Town-houſe into King-{ireet, and there was only a 
few ſcaltering people in ſaid ſtreet; I came up to the 
Brazen-head in Cornhill, and ſaw a barber's boy, who 
told me he had been ft-ucz by the ſoldiers ;, then J went 
to the ſouth ſide of the Town-houſe, and ſtood * 

che 
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the main- guard, where a conſiderable number of per- 
ſons ſtood: Captain Preſton ſtanding by the guard- 
houſe door, ſaid, Danm you, turn out puard, which 
tiey obeyed, and then took off ſeven or eight ſoldiers 
from the right, and went down King-ſtreet, where I, 

with the chief of the people followed ; and in going 
down, the ſoldiers puſhed me, and ſaid, Stand out of 
the way: I followed them (to ſee where they were 
going) as far as the Cuſtom-houſe, where ſaid Pre on 
drew them up; and ſome boys being in the lireet, 
huzzaed; a few minutes after, as I ſtood there, I faw 
one gun go off, and ſeveral more were fired directly 
after; the people near me ſaid, there were ſome per- 
ſons killed; after which I faw one man dead. 


OBADIAH W HISTON. 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 
Obadiah Whiſton e named, after due ex- 


amination, made oath to the truth of the 
above affidavit, takin to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before Jon Ruppock, Juſtice of the Peace, and 
of the Quorum, 
Joan Hitt, Juſtice of the Peace. 


| (No. 75.) 


Forge Robert Twelves Hewes of lawful age 
teltifies and ſays, that on the laſt night, about 

one o'clock, as he was returning alone from his houſe 
to the Town- houſe, he met ſcrjeant Chambers of the 
29th, with eight or nine ſoldiers, all with very large 
R 2 clubs 
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clubs and cutlaſſes, when Dodſon, a ſoldier, ſpoke to 
him, and aſked him how he fared, he told him very 
badly, to ſee his townſmen ſhot in ſuch a manner; 
and afked him if he did not think it was a dreadful 
thing? ſaid, Dedſor jwore by God it was a fine thing, 
and ſaid, you fhall fee iner of it. And on perceiving 
I had a cane, he informed ſerjeant Chambers of it, 
who ſeized and forced it from me, ſaying, I had no 
right to carry it. I told him, I had as good a right 
to carry a cane as they had to carry clubs; but they 
hurried off with it into the main- guard. 5 


GEORGE ROBERT TWELVES HEWES. 


March 6, 1770. 
The deponent further adds, that juſt before the 


ſoldiers came from the main-guard to the Cuſtom- 
houſe, there were about 15 or 16 little boys near the 
centry, who was ſtanding on the ſteps of the Cuſtom- 
houſe; and be ſaw a young man of a midaling ſtature, 
<witha grey coat and ſhort curled bair, preſs by the centinel 
tewerds the door of the Cuſtem. houſe, and kneck at ſaid 
acer, upon which ſome perſon came and epencd the door, 
and be went in, and fput the deer immediately after bim. 
And ot the ſame time, the ſnot was near a foot deep in 
King-ftreet. 


GEORGE ROBERT TWELVES HEWES. | 


Sufiolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770, 


George Robert Twelves Hewes above-named, 
aſter due examination, made oath to the truth 
of the aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the thing. 

Before 


I 
Before Rt. Bana, Juſtice of Peace, and of the 


Quorum, 
Jonun HIL, Jult. Peace. 


(No. 76.) 


I Thomas Jackſon junior do teſtify and declare, 
that on Monday the 5th inſtant in the evening, 
being in company, I heard (as near as I can recollect) 
between nine and ten o'clock, a drum beat to arms; 
I immediately told the gentleman (with whom I was 
then engaged) I imagined there was ſome diſturbance 
between the inhabitants and the ſoldiery ; he replied, 
Foh, I beheve it is nothing but boys; I told him I 
was afraid there was ſomething more in it than that, 
and deſired him (as the drum approached us) to look 
out of the window to ſee whether they were ſoldiers 
or not; he immediatly opened the window, and 
told me they were ſoldiers. Upon this information, 
immediately put on my hat and went out. I had 
not gone many paces before I met a man, of whom 
I enquired the reaſon of the drum beating ? He told 
me, there were ſix men killed in King-ſtreet by the 
military: I immediately haſtened on in my way to 
King-ſtreet, and met another perſon by Concert-hall, 
of whom I likewiſe enquired as aforeſaid ; his an- 
ſwer to me correſponded with the other. When I got 
into King-ſtreet, I found a great number of people 
there aſſembled ; and intended going into the Cuſtom- 
houſe to find out the particulars of the affair; upon 
my knocking at the Cuſtom-houſe door with the 
knocker, Mr. Hammond Green (who was then look- 
ing out of the window) aſked me, who was there ? 
I called him by name, and told him I wanted to come 
| into 
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into the Cuſtom-houſe. He told me he would not let 
me, nor even his father (and I think he ſaid) nor one 
of the,commiſſoners, into the houſe, for he had orders 
for ſo doing, or to that effect. I immediately quitted 
the door, and ſtaid ſome time at the bottom, and then 
at the head of the Town-houſe, where I met Capt. 
John Riordan; while we were converſing, a pa 
of the 29th regiment came down Queen-ſtreet, and 
joined the regiment then at the Town-houſe. Soon 
after that, I aſked Capt. Riordan if he would ſpend 
an hour at the coffee-houſe; he complied, and we 
immediately went. After ſpending ſome time there, 
I went home; and in going home, I found the inha- 
bitantz were gone off, and the ſoldiers gone from 
the Town-houſe. It was ſome time before I came 
into King ſtreet, that the guns were fired, and when 
J knocked at the Cuſtom-houſe door, all the perſons 1 
law at the window over the centry-box at the Cuſtom- 
houſe (which window was then opened) was Mr, 
Hammond Green and ſome women. 


THO. JACKSON jun, 


* 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


Thomas Jackſon junior, above named, after due 

examination, made oath to the truth of the 
above written affidavit, taken to perpetuale 
be remembrance of the thing. | 


Before RI. Dana, . Juſtice of Peace, and of the 


uorum. 
Joux HIL, Juſt. of Peace. 


* 


(No. 77.) 
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(No. 77.) 


I Jobn Riordan of lawful age teſtify, that on 


Monday evening the fifth inſtant, between 10 and 
11 o'clock, I was at the Britith coffce- houſc, and 
heard Mr. Wells, the Maſter of the Roſe man of war, 
Jay that be had done more than ever be did in his life, 
pointing to his hat, out of which he had pulled the 
cockade, and continued, that all the boats were hoiſted 
out, the barge parlicularly, which had not been before 
for four months, Said maſter had at the ſame time 
ſomething that appeared like arms under his coat, 
which he ſaid were good ſtuff—that he. &new of this 
before (meaning as I thought the maſſacre of that 
evening) and bad ſent one boat after another on ſhore 
for orders, but having no return, had come bimſe F in 
in the barge, 


JOHN RIORDAN, 
Suftolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 20, 1770, 


Fohn Riordan abov?-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 


affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 


Before Jour Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, 


Joan HiLL, Juſt. of Peace. 


(No. 78.) 


Braham Tuckerman of lawful age teſtifies and 
lays, that James Vibart, quarter-maſter of the 
| 29th 
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29th regiment, about ten o'clock A. M. the eighth 
inſtant, ſaid, the troubles here were nothing to what 
they would be in fix months. Being :ſked why. he 
thought lo, replizd, This affair will get home, and th: 
people bere will be diſarmed as they are in Ireland, 


ABRAHAM TUCKERMAN, 
Suffolk, MN. Boſton, March 16, 1770, 

Abraham Tuckerman above=named, after due ex- 
amination, made oath to the truth of the 
afore- written affidavit, taken to perpetuale the 
remembrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. of Peace and of the 
| 1 pa | 
Joann Hitt, Juſt, of Peace. 


(No. 79.) 


Pencer Walker of Boſton, taylor, of lawful ege 

" teſtifies and ſays, that on the evening of the filth 

inſtant (being a bright moon-light evening) imme- 
diately after the maſſacre in King-ſtreet, he was paſs- 
ing alone, by Murray's barrack, and was attacked by a 
man of middle height and pretty luſty, a rough 
countenance and hair curled round his head, whom 
he took to te an officer in diſguiſe, that the ſaid 
officer ruſhed out of the gate from behind two 
ſoldiers with a drawn ſword in bis hand, and ſeized 
the deponent firſt by the collar, and aſked him 
why he carried a ſtick, to which the deponent an- 
ſwered, it was all he had to defend himſelf with; the 
officer then ſeized his ſtick and ſwore he would take 
it from him; che deponent ſaid he ſhould not; the 
office 


—W c | 
officer then pulled the ſtick three times and drew 
back his ſword as though he would make a paſs at 
him; upon which the deponent let go the ſtick and 
turned back, and ſaw at the front door of the houſe 
another officer talking with a woman; the deponent 
aſked the officer if he kept ſoldiers there to diſarm 
people as they went about their proper buſineſs; upon 
which the officer laughed at him; the deponent then 
told the officer that he would think it very hard if 
any inhabitant had taken a gun from a ſoldier as he 
was going to relieve a centry; the officer again 
laughed at himz upon which a ſoldier came up and 
ſtruck the deponent on the hip with the breech end of bis 
gun in the preſence of the officer at the door, and then 
the deponent retired, The deponent further ſays, 
that the next day he ſaw the ſame perſon who took the 
ſtick from him (knowing him to be the ſame) in the dreſs 
of a commiſſion- officer of the 29th regiment, 


| SPENCER WALKER. 
Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


* 
* 


Spencer Walker above-named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the above- 


written aſſidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. | 


EB a cw MS. iS. li ow 


Before Jon Ruppock, Juſt. Peace and of the 
Quorum, 
Joan Hir, Juſt. of Peace. 
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(No. 80.) 


1Onathan Maſon of lawful age teſtifles and ſays, 

that on the evening of the 5th of March 1770, 
about 10 o' clock, being in K ing: ſtreet, Boſton, 
ſtanding near his Honor the Lieutenant governor, he 
heard him ſay to an officer at the head of the King's 
troops, Who it was faid was Captain Preſton, Sir, 
you are ſenſible you had no right 10 fire, unleſs you 
had orders from a magiftrate z to which Captain 
Prefton replied, Sir, we were infulted, or words to 
that purpoſe 3 upon which Captain Preſton deſired 
his Honor to go with him to the guard-houſe, which 
his Honor declined, and repaired to the Council- 


chamber. | | 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


Jonathan Maſon above-named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the afore- 


ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. 


* Before Jonx Ruppock,' Juſt. of the Peace and of 


the Quorum, 


_ - Jonx Hitz, Juſt, of the Peace. 


(No. 81.) 


1 Iſaac Pierce of Boſton, of awful age, teſtify and 
ſay, that on Monday evening the fifch inſtant, 
hearing the bells ring, and that the main get” = 
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fired on the inhabitants, repaired to King-ſtreet, and 
found the 29th regiment drawn up between the State- 
houſe and ' main guard-houſe, and facing down the 
ſaid ſtreer towards the inhabitants, and ſeeing his 


Honor the Commander in Chief appear, I went with 


him towards the foldiers, the front rank having their 
firelocks preſented with bayonets fixtz when we 
came near, I ſpoke to Captain Preſton, then on the 
right, telling him there was his Honor the Com- 
mander in Chief; Captain Preſton ſaid, where; I ſaid 
(pointing to his Honor) there, and you are preſenting 
your firelocks at him; on which his Honor went 
round on the right flank, and coming to Captain 
Preſton, faid, Sir, are you the commanding officer? 


| who anſwered, yes, Sir; his Honor then ſaid, Do you 


know, Sir, you have no power to fire on any body of 
people collected together, except you have a civil 
magiſtrate with you.to give orders? Captain Preſton 
anſwered, 7 was obliged to, to ſave my centry ; on which 
| immediately ſaid, then you have murdered three or 


our men jo ſave your centry, 
f id ISAAC PIERCE. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1750, 


Jaac Pierce above-named, aſter due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 
aſſidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 


of the thing, 
Before Jonx Ruppock, Juſt. of the Peace and 


of the Quorum, | 
Jonx Hirr, Juſt, of the Peace. 


8 xa. 
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(No. 82.) 


1 Ebeneger Dorr of lawful age teſtify and ſay, 

that on the evening of the 5th inſtant, hearing the 
bells ring in the center of the town, I came down to 
the Town-houſe, and ſaw the 29th regiment under 
arms, between the Town-houſe and main-guard, 
their lines extending acroſs the ſtreer and facing down 
King-ſtreet, where the town's people were aſſembled, 
and 1155 the firſt rank waz 20 down, and the 
whole of the firſt platoon was preſented, ready for fring 
on the word being given, and continued 4 con ſiderabl 


time in that poſture 3 but by the providence of oy 
they were reſtrained from firing. 


EBENEZER DORR, 
Suffolk, }. Boſton, March 213 1770. 


"Ebenezer Dorr above- named, after due exami- 
zation, made oath to the truth of the fired 


affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. 


Before Jonn Ruppock, Iod. 0 of * Peace . 400 


the Quorum, 


Jonv Hur, Juſtice of the Peace. 


(No, 83.) 


Edward Crafts of lawful age teſtify and ſay, 
that on Monday evening the fifch inſtant, between 
33 and 12 o'clock, Mr. Joſeph Ayers met me at my 
e and I aſked hip Where he was going; he an- 


ſuwereh 


3 c Aba 
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ſwered, to call Mr. Thomas Theodore Bliſs to attend 
at the Council- chamber, to give evidence of the cap- 
tain's giving the ſoldiers orders to fire on the inha- 
bitants. On leaving Mr. Bliſs's door, there paſſed by 
w two corporals with abaut twenty ſoldiers with muſ- 
quets and fixed bayonets, and on their obſerving our 
moving towards the Town-houſe, the ſoldiers halted, 
and ſurrounded us, ſaying, we were a pack of damned 
raſcals, and for three coppers they would blow aur brains 
out. One of the corporals (viz. Euſtice) gave orders for 
one half the ſoldiers to cock, and the reſt to make ready 
on which we told them we had nothing to ſay to 
them, but were on other buſineſs. The corporal, 
Euſtice, ſtruck Mr. Haldan, then in company, nnd 
turning to me aimed a blow at my head with his firelock, 
which 1 took upon my arm, and then with all his might 
be made a paſs at me with his fixed bayonet, with full in- 
tent lo take my life, as I thought ; this J alſo parried 
with my naked hand © then a ſoldier ſtepped out from 
among the reſt and preſented his muſquet to my breaſt, and 
fix or ſeven more at about 8 or 10 feet diſtance alſo pre- 
ſented, Upon this I called corporal M*Can, who 
came to me with a drawn ſword or cutlaſs in his 
hand, and puſhed the gun from my breaſt, ſaying, 
This is Mr, Crafts, and it any of you offers to touch 
him again I will blow your brains out, Corporal 
Euſtice anſwered, and ſaid, He is as damned a raſcal as 
any of them, The next evening about duſk, coming 
by Rowe's barrack, I ſaw corporal M<Can who ſaved 
my life. He aſked me if my arm was broke; I an- 
ſwered no. He ſaid, the gun with which Euftice ſtruck 
me was broke to pieces; and continued, you would have 
been in heaven or hell in an inſtant if you had not called 
me by name: One man in particular would bave ſhot you, 
even more preſenied at you! He alſo ſaid, bis orders 
were, when the party came from the guard-houſe by T | 
X = 


L 142 J 
— * any perſon or Sow — — them, th 
re upon them, every man hei d with 
bails. And farther 1 ſay ___ 1 wp 


EDWARD CRAFTS, 
Suffolk, fl. Boſton, March 17, 1770. | 


Edward Crafts above-named, after due era. 
mination, made oath to the truth of the above. 
written affidavit, taken ta perpetuate the re 
membrance of the thing. 1 | 


Before Ri. Daxa, Juſt, of the Peace and of the 
| gorum, | 


Jonx HILL, Juſt. of the Peace, 


(No. 84.) 


Jour Allen of lawful age teſtifies and fays, that be. 
tween the hours of nine and ten on Monday evening 
the fifth inſtant, being at the dwelling-houſe of Mr. 
Winniet at New-BEoſton, was there informed that the 
town was alarmed by an affray between the ſoldiers 
and inhabitants; he immediately left ſaid houſe, and 
after arming himſelf with a ſtout cudgel at Mr, 
Daniel Rea's, paſſed by Murray's barrack near Doc- 
tor Cooper's meeting-houſe, where were drawn up 2 
party of ſoldiers with a number of officers in front; 
and paſſing them quietly in company with Edward 
Winſlow junior, was overtaken by a party of armed 
ſoldiers, one of whom laid hold of the deponent's 
neck of his coat and ſhirt, and tore the ſhirt, a ſe- 
cond ſtruck him over the ſhoulders, and either the 
latter or a third forcibly wreſted the ſtick from him: 

| Lieutenant 
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Lieutant Minchin interpoſing prevented farther at "I 


and entered into converſation with the deponent, com- 
plaining of the inhabitants for wrangling with the 
ſoldiers on the moſt crifling occaſion. The deponent 
aſked him, if he thought a man could be inactive, 
when his countrymen were butchered in the ftreet ? 
Lieutenant Minchin anſwered, that Mr: Molli- 
e neux was the author of all this:“ after the con- 
verſation ended, or was nigh ending, Lieutenant 
Minchin returned the deponent his ſlick, And further 


faith nor. | 
JOSEPH ALLEN. 
Suffolk, MN, Boſton, March 16, 1770: 


Foſeph Allen above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aboves 

 eoritten affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Daxa, Joſt, of the Peace and of the 


| luorum, 
Joan Hitt, Juſt, of the Peace, 


(No. 8 5) 


J William Fallaſs of lawful age teſtify and ſay, that 
after the murder was committed in King: ſtreet, on 
the evening of the fifth inſtant, upon my return home 
I had occaſion to ſtop oppoſite to the lane leading to 
Green's barrack, and while I ſtood there the foldiers 
ruſhed by me with their arms towards. King-ſtreer, 
laying, This is our time or chance ; and that I never 
law men or dogs ſo greedy for their prey as * 
| lers 


n 3 
diers ſeemed to be, and the ſerjeants could hardly 
keep them in their ranks; : | | Fi 
WILLIAM FALLASS; 
Suffolk, N. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 
William Fallaſs, above- named, after due 3 
nation, made bath to the truth of the above- 


written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the fe- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt, of the Peace and of the 


„ — 
1 Jonx Hur, Juſt. of the Peace. 


(No. 86.) 

Mary Gardner, living in Atkinſon- ſtreet, of law- 

ful age, teſtifies and ſays, that on Monday even- 
ing the fitth day of March current, and before the 
guns fired in King-ſtreet, there were a number of ſol- 
diers aſſembled from Green's barrack towards the 
ſtreet and oppoſite her gate; that they ſtood very till 
until the guns were fired in King-ſtreet, then they 
clapped their hands and gave a cheer, ſaying, This is 
all that we want ; they then ran to their barrack and 
came out again in a few minutes, all wich their arms, 
and ran towards King-ltreet. 


MARY GARDNER; 


Suffolk 


* 
= 
i 
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Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 20, 1770. 


Mary Gardner above-named, after due exami- 
nation, mad? oath to the truth of the abo ve- 
written affidavit, taken to Perpetuate the res 

membrane of the thing. 


Before RI. Dana, Juſt. of the Peace and of the 
Quorum, 
Joux Kr, Tuft. of the Peace. 


(No. 87.) 


Ohn Allman of lawful age teſtifies and ſays, that 
after the party with the drum came from the main 
guard to Murray's barrack, he ſaw the ſoidiers there 
drawn up under arms, and heard the officers, as they 
walked backwards and forwards, ſay, Damn it, what 
a fine fire that was! how bravely it diſperſed the 


mob ! 
JOHN ALLMAN, 


Suffolk, ff. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 


John Al man above-named, after due examina- 
tion, made oath to the truth of the. above- 
written aſſidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
orance of the thing. 


Before Rr. Daxa, Juſt of the Peace, and of the 
Quorum, 


Joun HiLL, Juſt. of the Peace. 
- 5 (No. 
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Benjamin Church jun. of lawful age, teſtify and 

ſay, that being requeſted by Mr. Robert Pier. 

pont the Coroner, to aſſiſt in examining the body of 

'Critpus Attucks, wio was ſuppoſed to be murdered 

by the foldicrs on Monday evening the 5th inſtant, I 

ſound two wounds in the region of the thorax, the 

one on the right ſide, which entered through the ſe- 

cond true rib within an inch and an half of the ſter- 

num, dividing the rib and ſeparating the cartilagi— 

nous ex remmy from the ſternum; the ball paſſed 

obl.quely downward through the diaphragm, and 

entering through the large lobe of the liver and the 

2 call-bl.dder, ſtill Keeping its oblique direction, di- 

vided the aorta deſcendens juſt above its diviſion in- 

to the iliacs, from thence it made its exit on the left 

fide of the ſpine : tius wound I apprehended was 

the immediate cauſe of his death. Thr other ball 

entered the fourth of the falſe ribs, about five. inches 

from the linea alba, and deſcending obliquely, paſſ— 

ed through the ſecond falſe rib, at the diſtance of 

about eigl:t inches from the linea alba; from the ob- 

lique direction of the wounds, I apprehend the gun 

muſt have been diicharged from ſome clevation. 
And lurther the deponent faith not. 


BEN]. CHURCH jun. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 22, 1770. 


Penamin Church jun, above-mentioned, aſter 
due examination, made oath to ibe truth if 
the afcrejaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the 
remembrance of the thing, 


B-ſore 


| 111 
Before Jon Ruppock, Juſt. of Peace, and of the 
Quorum, 


Joan Hitz, Juſt. of Peace. 
(No. 89.) 


William Rhodes of lawful age teſtify and fay, 

that on Tuefday March 6, 1770, the morning 
after the affair in King-itreet, ſome of the ſeamen 
belonging to the Koſe man of war, laying in the 
harbour of Boſton, came to my ſhop, and after my 
aſking them it they had heard of the aflair that hap- 
pened, they anſwered me, Yes, and that all their boats 
were ſent en ſhore manned, and that the maſter of the 
ſhip had kept them up all night, or the greateſt part. 
I then aſked them, whether they were kept to their 
quarters? they anſwered, No. Ithen aſked whether 
they had loaded their guns? they likewiſe anſwered, 
No, but that they had been filling powder. Some 
time after T enquired of theſe ſame people, whether 
their people, when they came on thore on Monday 
night 5th March, were armed ? they told me, that 
the only perſon that had any arms was their maſter, 
who came aſhore in the barge, and that he had only 
a pair of piſtols z and that when they had got on the 
wharf, that the ſaid maſter gave the piſtols to the cox- 
ſwain of the barge, And further ſaith not. 


© WILLIAM RHODES. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 21, 1770. 


William Rhodes above-ra ned, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the afore- 
ſaid ajjidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance of the thing. | 

= 1 Beſore 
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Before Joun Ruppock, Juſt, of Peace, and of the 
Quorum, 


Jonn HII, Juſt. of Peace. 


(No. 90.) 


MP"! Ruſſell of lawful age declares, that John 
Brailsford, a private ſoldier of the 14th regi- 
ment, who had frequently been employed by her 
(when he was ordered with his company to the caſtle, 
in conſequence of the murders committed by the ſol- 
diers on the evening of rhe 5th of March) coming 
to the deponent's houſe, declared, that their regiment 
was ordered to bod themſelves in readineſs, and accord- 
ingly was ready that evening upon the inbabitants firing 
on the joldiery, to come to the aſſiſtance of the ſoldiery: 
on which the deponent aſked him, if he would have 
fired upon any of the inhabitants of this town t to 
which be replied, Yes, if I had orders; but that if he 
ſaw Mr. Ruſſell he would have fired wide of him.— 
He alſo ſaid, It is well there was no gun fired by 
the inhabitants, for had there been, we ſhould have 
come to the ſoldiers aſſiſtance. And further faith 


not. 
MARY RUSSELL. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 17, 1770. 


The above-named Mary Ruſſell perſ-nally apt ear- 
ing, and being carefully examined, and duly 
cautioned to teſtify the whole truth, made /6- 
lemn oath to the fore-writtcn depoſition by her 
ſubſcribed. Taken to perpeluate the remem- 
brance of the thing. 


Before 
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Before Jonx Ruppock, Jult. of Peate, and of the 
Quorum, 


Joann HIL, Juſt, of Peace. 


(No. 91.) 


1 Ephraim Fenno of lawful age teſtify, that on Friday 

the ninth inſtant, as I was going home by the hoſpi- 
tal in the common, I ſaw Dottor Hall, ſurgeon of 
the 14th regiment, looking cut of his window, who 
ſaid to me, Dirty travelling, neigh>our ! Tes, Sir, 
returned I, He aſked me what news in town; 1 
told him I heard nothing but what he knew already, 
that the talk was about the people that were murder- 
ed. He then aſked, me if the people of the crown 
were not eaſier? I replied, I believed not, nor would 
be till all the ſoldiers had left the town. He then 
aſked me, if I heard whether the 14th regiment was 
going? I anſwered, yes - for the people would not be 
quiet till they were all gone. He ſaid, the town's 
people had always uſed the ſoldiers ill, which occa- 
ſioned this affair, and ſaid, 1 wiſh that inſtead of kili- 
ing five or fix they had killed five hundred, damn me if 
I don't. And further I ſay not. 


EPHRAIM FENNO. 
Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 19, 1770. 


Ephraim Fenno above-named, after due exami- 
nation, made oath to the truth of the afore- 
ſaid affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remem- 
brance cf the thing, 


Be fore 
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Before Jonx Ruppock, Juſt. of Peace, and of the 
uorum, 


Joax HILL, Juſt. of Peace. 


(No. 92.) 


David Loring, who was much employed in ma- 

king ſhoes for the 14th regiment, declares, that 
being at the wood- yard of the 14th regiment on the 
9th or 1oth of March, talking with Serjeant Whit- 
tey, he mentioned the unhappy affair of the murder 
committed by the ſoldiers on the evening of the 5th 
inſtant, and ſaid, that he believed if the 14th regi. 
ment had been upon guard that day, it would not 
have happened; and toldjhim, that he never liked 
the 29th regiment ſince they landed in Boſton. The 
ſerjeant aſked the reaſon why he did not like the 29th 
regiment as well as the 14tn ; he anſwered that they 
ſeemed to be a ſet of blood-thirſty men, and therefore 
did not like them; and believed the affair would 
have never happened had it not been for the affray 
of the 29th reg ment at the rope-walks. A ſoldier 
of the 29th regiment, named John Dudley, being 
by, /aid it was a planned thing a month before. 


DAVID LORING. 
Suffolk, 1. Boſton, March 16, 1770. 
David Loring above-named, after due ex amino. 
tion, made oath to the truth of the aforeſaid 
affidavit, taken to perpetuate the remembrance 
of the thing. | 


Before 
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Before Jonx Ruppock, Juſt. of Peace, and of 
the Quorum, 


JohN HILL, Juſt. of Peace. 


(No. 93.) 


] The ſubſcriber being deſired by the committee of 

enquiry to take ranges of the holes made by muſ- 
quet balls in two houles near oppolire to the cuſtom- 
houſe, find that the bullet-hole in the entry door-poſt 
of Mr Payne's houſe, and which grazed the edge 
of the door before it entered the poſt where it 
lodged, two and a half inches deep, ranges juſt un- 
der the ſtool of the weſtermoſt lower chamber-window 
of the Cuſtom-houſe. 

And that the hole made by another muſquet- ball 
through the window-ſhutrer of the lower ſtory of the 
ſame nouſe, and lodged in the back wall of the ſhop, 
unge about breaſt-high from the ground, and be- 
"" MW tvcen the ſecond and third window from the weſt 
corner of the Cuſtom-houſe. 

And that the holes made in the ſhop of Warden 
"> end Vernon, through the outer ſhutter and back par- 
tion of the ſhop, ranged breaſt-high from the 
oround, and with the weſtermoſt ſide of the firſt 
window weſt of the great door of the Cuſtom-houſe. 


wh 4 


BEN J. ANDREWS. 


2 
ſaid 


Ince 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 2c, 1770. 


Benjamin Andrews, E,; above-named, aflier 
due examination, made oath to the truth of the 
aforeſaid affidavit, taken to perretuale the re- 


ole membrance of the thirg. 


Eefore 


r 
Before Jon Roppock, Juſt. of Peace, and of 
the Quorum, f 
BEECHER Noves, Juſt, of Peace. 


Co. 94) 


John Green of lawful age teſtify and fav, that 

on Monday evening the sch inſtant, juſt after 
nige o'clock, I went into the Cuſtom-houſe, and 
law in the kitchen of. ſaid houſe two boys belonging 
two Mr, Picmont the barber, and alſo my brother 
Hammond Green: upon hearing an huzzaing and 
the hell ring, I weat out, and there were but four er 
ve boxs in H ing: ſtreet near the centinel, why was mut- 
ering and growling, and ſecm d very mad. | ſaw 
Edward Garrick, who was crying, and told his fel- 
low apprentice that the ceniine! had firuck hm; I then 
went as far as the Brazen Head, and heard the people 
huzzaing by Murray's barrack. I went down King- 
ſtreet again as far as the corner of Royal Exchange- 
lane, by the centry, there being about forty er fifty 
peofle, chiefly boys, near the Cuftom-bouſe, but ſaw no 
Jerjon inſult, or ſay any thing to the centry, I then 
111d to Bartholomew Broaders theſe worde, viz, The 
centry (then ſtanding on the ſteps and loading his 
gun) is going to fire; upon which I went to the 
Cuſtom-houſe gate, and tried to get over the gate, but 
could not. Whilſt ſtanding there I ſaw Thomas 
Greenwood upon the fence, to whom I ſaid, Open 
the gate: he ſaid that he would not Jet his father in, 
and then jumped down into the Jane, and ſaid to the 
deponent, Follow me; upon which I went down the 
lane with him, and round by the Poſt-office, to the 
main guard : he went into the guard-houſe, and ſaid, 


Turn dul the guard; but the guard was out oe. 
| 2M 


I lighted him out of the front door; I then went 


"15 
and 1 heatd that a party was gone to the Cuſtom- 
houſe. I then heard the guns go off, one after an- 
other, and ſaw three perſons fall. Immediately af- 
ter a negro drummer beat to arms, upon that the 
ſoldiers drew up in a rank (and I did not ſee Green 
wood again until the next morning). After that 


. * 1 /aw the 29th regiment drawn up in a ſquare at the 
ſouthe Bet corner of the townhouſe; ſoon after 1 went 


home; And further I ſay not. 
| jorin GREEN, 
Suffolk; i Boſtoti, March 24, 1790. 


Jobn Green above-nanied; after due etamina- 

tion, made oath to the truth of the above- 

| dritten affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
* membrance of the thing. 


Befors Joan Rvuppocx, Juſt. of the Peace, and 
of the Quorum, 
Joann HiII, Juſt. of the Peace; 
. 0 


* (No. 95. ) 


1 Given of lawful age teſlify and ay. 

that on the evening of the 5th day of March inſtant, 
between the hours of eight and nine ofclock, I went 
to the Cuſtom-houſe z when I came to the front doot 
of the ſaid houſe there were ſtanding two young wo- 
men belonging to ſaid houſe, and two boys belonging 
to Mr; Piemont the barber. I went into the houſe, 
and they all followed me; after that Mr. Sawny Irving 
came into the kitchen where we were, and afterwards 


tack 


t 

back into the kitchen again, and the boys above- 
mentioned went out; after that two other boys be- 
longing to Mr. Piemont came in'o the kitchen, alſo 
my brother John, who had been in a little while be- 
fore; he went to the back door, and opened it, 
laying, that ſomething was the matter in the ſtreet; 
upon which, with the other three, I went to the 
corner of Royal Exchange-lane in King-ftreer, 
and heard an huzzaing, as I thought, towards Dr. 
Coopei's meeting; and then ſaw one of the firſt 
mentioned boys, who ſaid, the centry, had ſtruck bim; 
at which time there were nct above eight or nine men and 
boys in Ring: ſtreet. After that, I went to the ſteps of 
the Cuſtom- houſe door; and Mary Rogers, Eliza. 
Avery, and Ann Green, came to the door; at the 
ſame time heard a bell ring, upon the people's crying 
fire; we all went into the houſe, and I locked the 
door, ſaying, we ſhall know if any body comes 
after that, Thomas Greenwood came to the door, 
and I let him in; he faid, that there was a number 
of people in the ſirect; I told him if he wanted to 
ſee any thing to go up ſtairs, but to take no candle 
with him; he went up ſtairs, and the three women 
afore-mentioned went with him, and I went and 
faſtened the windows, doors, and gate; I leſt the 
light in the Kitchen, and was going up flairs, 
but met Greenwood in the room next to the 
kitchen, and he ſaid, that he would not ſtay in 
the houſe, for he was afraid it would be pulled 
down, but I was not afraid of any ſuch tbing; I then 
went up ſtairs into the lower weſt chamber, next to 
Royal Exchange-lane, and ſaw ſeveral guns fired in 
Ring: ſtreet, which killed three perſons, which I ſaw lay 
on the ſnow in the ſtreet, ſuppcſing the ſnow to be near 6 
foot deep; after that, I let Elizabeth Avery out of 
the front door, and ſhut it after her, and went up 
chamber 
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chamber again; then my father, Mr. Bartholomew 
Green, came and knocked at the door, and I let him 
in; we both went into the kitchen, and he aſked me 
what was the matter; I told him, that there were 
three perſons ſhot by the ſoldiers who ſtood at the door of 
the Cuſtom--houſe; he then aſked me where the girls 
were; I told him they were up ſtairs, and we went 
up together, and he opened the window, and I ſhut 
it again directly; he then opened it again, and we 
both looked out; at which time Mr. Thomas Jack- 
ſon jun. knocked at the door; I aſked who was 
there? Mr, Jackſon ſaid, it is I, Hammond, let 
me in; I told him, if my father was out, or any of the 
commiſſioners came, I would not let them in, And 
further I ſay not. 

HAMMOND GREEN. 


Suffolk, i. Boſton, March 24, 1770, 


Hammond Green above named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the above 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before Jonx Ruppock, Juſtice of the Peace, and 
of the Quorum, 
Joan HILL, Juſtice of the Peace. 


(No. 96.) 


] Thowas Greenwood" of lawful age teſtify and 
lay, that on Monday the 5th inſtant, ſpending the 


evening at Mrs. Wheeler's, I was alarmed by the 


bells ringing, and people's crying fire; upon which 
I turned out with Mrs, Wheeler's three ſons, and 
helped Mr. Wheeler's engine as far as the Old South 
meeting houſe ; we met ſeveral people who told us it 

; U 2 Way 
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as not fire, but it was the ſoldiers and inbadifanty 
febting in Ki-g ſtrect, ard deſired them to go back and 
et iheir arms, upon hearing this, I haſtened down 
to King-(treet, and coming near the weſt door of the 
town- houſe, I teil in with a number of people, moſt 
of chem that I ſaw had licks and clubs in their hands, 
and huzza!.| ; after that we went round the north 
file of the-town houſe, and ſtood between the eaſt 
ſteps of the town-houſ- and whipping-poſt 3 I heard 
a number of people ſpeaking, and one perſon in par- 
ticalar ſpoke to the two centinels, who were walkin 
up and down the ſtreer on the fide of the town-houſe, 
uling thele words, Come out and fight us if you dare, 
calling them damn?d Hoary-back rakab and ſcoundrels, 
fo come out and fight them, if hey dared, we are enough 
for you now; but 1 do not know whe ther the above per: 
fon b:longed to the town, I looked round and ſaw about 
twenty people before the Cuſtom- houſe door; upon 
which I went down to the Cuſtom-houſe z I then heard 
two of three perſons uſe theſe words, one after another, 
Þ+ 1 wiſh Icon ld $4 into the Cuſtom-bouſe, I would make 


the 


* It may not be improper to remark here, that the deponent, 
Thomas Greenwood, is a hired :ervant to the Commiſſioners, 
on whom he is altogether dependent, and when before the Joſ- 
tices, be was ſeveral times deteQed in plain faiſhoods; parti- 
cularly in wearing firſt that the number of perſons who called 
the toldiers ** bloooy back raſcals, &c. was nine, then ſeven, 
and finally but one, as it now ſtands; and through the whole 
of his examination he was ſo incorfiltent and ſo frequently 
contradicted himſelf, that all prefent were convinced no credit 
ought to be given to his depoſit on; for which 1eaſon it would 


not having been inſerted had it not been known that a N 
was taken relating to this affair, from this Gi eenwood, by Jul 
tice Muiray, and carried home by Mr. Robinſon. 

t As this deponent is the only perſon out of a great number of 
witnefſes examined, who beard any mention made of the Cuſ- 
ecm-houſe, and as it is very g2Common for ſeveral peerl: to 


el eaß 


111 
the money circulate amongſt us after that I went up to 
the Cultom-houle door, and ſaw two or three ſnow- 
balls fall on the flat ſtones near the ſteps of the door 3 
] knocked, and Mr. Hammond Green came to the 
door, while I was ſpeaking to the centry who ſtood 
vpon the ſteps, I told him not to let any body come 
joto the door, and no perſon offered to come in; the 
ſaid Green aſked who was there? I anſwered, it is 
Thomas, let me in Hammond; when I got in, the 
ſaid Green ſaid to me, it I wanted to ſee any thing, 
o up ſtairs; I went into the back room, and got the 
— of the little drawing- room, being the lower weſt 


corner chamber, and went up ſtairs, and Elizabeth 


Avery, Mary Rogers, and Ann Green followed me 
into the room; we all looked through the glals : 
I ſaw ſome perſons ſtanding by the  centry-box 
ſtriking with ſticks, but did not fee them hit any body, 
though a number of per jons were cloſe by tbem; I told 
the women above-mentioned that I would not ſtay, 


for I was afraid that the houſe would be pulled down, 


there being about forty or fifty perſons conſiſiing of men 
and boys; I ſaw no perſon throw any ſtones, or attempt 
to break even a ſquare of glaſs, or get into the houſe (the 
next morning I found there was not a pane of glaſs broke 
in the ſaid houſe). Afterwards, I went down ſtairs 
and met Hammond Green in the middle room; he 
alked me where I was going? 1 tld him, I was 
going out; upon which I went into the kitchen, and 
took my hat and went into the yard, got upon the 


repeat exactly the ſame words upon ſuch occaſions (for the 
deponent inſiſted that the identical words were uſed by 
each perſon) conſidering the character and connections of the 
deponent, and his own expreis deciaration ia this afndavir, 
that he ſaw no perſon attempt even to break a ſquare of'glaſs 
or to get into Cuftom-houle, it may very juſtly be doubted 
\iether ſuch worls were uſed by any one. 


wood- 
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wood-pile, and went to the fence; Jobn Green be. 
ing by the gate aſked me to open the gate, and let 
him in; I told him I would not open the gate for any 
body. One perſon paſſing by, ſaid to me, heave over 
ſome ſhalalesz, I jumped off the fence into Royal 
Exchange-lane, went down the lane with John Green, 
and wenc round by the Poſt office to the main guard; 
I told one of the ſoldiers, if they did not go down 
to the centry at the Cuſtom houſe, I was afraid they 
would hurt him, though 1 had not ſeen any perſon inſult 
bim; icmebody ſaid they were gone. I ſtood with 
John Green near the guard-houſe, ſaw the guns go 
off, and heard the report; afterwards I heard a perſon 
ſay, which I took to be a ſoldier, that is right, damn 
them, till them all, they bave no buſineſs there; and from 
thence I went to the houſe of Mr. Burch, one of the 
Commiſſioners, where I ſaw Mr. Burch and wife, 
Mr. Paxton another Commiſhoner, and Mr. Reeves 
ſecretary to the board. One of the Commitſſioners 
aſked me, what was the matter? I told him the ſol- 
diers had fired upon the inhabitants, and had killed 
two or three, and wounded ſome more; upon Which 
Mr. Reeves ſaid, God-bleſs my ſoul ! and then went 
into the other room. I left Mr. Burch's houſe, and 
went to the barracks at Wheelwright's Wharf, and 
and ftaid there all night; I heard ſeveral ſoldiers ſay, 
They wiſhed they wee let wut, for if they were, there 
ſhould not be many feotle alive in the morning. The 
whole of the 14th regiment being under ams, and 


| It ſeems very diſſicult, according to Greenwaod's account, to 
form even a conjecture of the reaſon of his fears which he ex- 
preſſed for the centry, when in the fame breath he declares, that 
he had not ſeen any perſon inſult him. But probably the true 


motives of his application to the main-guard were not of a 
nature to be made publick, . | * 
the 


11 

the piquet- guard went to the main- guard houſe about 
12 o'clock that night. 

THOMAS GREEN WOOD. 


Suffolk, ſſ. Boſton, March 24, 1970. 


Thomas Greenwood above- named, after due exa- 
mination, made oath to the truth of the above- 
written affidavit, taken to perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the thing. 


Before Joun Ruppock, Tuſlice of che e and 
of the Quorum, 
Jonx Hitt, Juſtice of che Peace. 


Boſton, the 22d March, 1770. 


WE che ſubſcribers, two of his Majeſty's Juſtices 
of the Peace for the county of Suffolk, (one 
being of the Quorum) hereby certify, that 
colone] William Dalrymple, chief commander 


eſquire, deputy collector of the Cuſtoms, and 
Bartholomew Green, hcad of the family in the 
Cuſtom- houſe in Boſton, were duly notified ro 
attend the captions of the affidavits in per pe- 


diers in Boſton, taken before us on the 16th, 
17th, and 19th days of March current; and 
that the ſaid William Sheaffe and B:rtholo- 


mew Green attcnded accordingly on the 16th 


nents as they thouglit fit, and as long as they 
pleaſed, but dechned giving any further ac- 
tendance. 

Rl. DANA, 
JOHN HILL. 
Suffolk, 


of the ſoldiers in Boſton, William Sheaffe, 


tuum, &c. touching the Maſſacre by the 1ol- 


of March, and croſs-examined as may depo + 


j 
: 
I 
f 
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Suffolk, fl. Beſton, March zo, 1570 


E do hereby certify, That the ſeveral Copies 
contained in the annexed printed Collection of 
Affidavits taken before us in perpetuam, Sc. have been 
carefully compared by us with the Originals; and agree iſ 
therewith, 


Ri: Dana, jultice of the Peace, and of the 


uorum, 
Joh HILL, Juſtice of Peace. 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting thoſe Affidavit 
taken before us, 


Ri: DAR A, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quo- 
rum, 
Sau. PEMBERTON, Juſtice of Peace. 


. 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting the Affidavit 
taken before us, 


Ri: DANA, Juſtice of Peace, and of the Quo 


rum, 
Joun Ruppock, juſlice of Peach, and of the 


Quorum, 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting the Affidavit ta: 
ken before us. 


RI: Dana, Juſtice of Peace; and of the Quo 
rum, 
Joann Tupos, Juſtice of the Peace. 


WL 
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WE do certify the like, an thoſe Affidavits 
taken before us. 


Joxn- Rvppock, Juſtice of Peace, and of the 
Quorum, 
Jonx Hitt, Juſtice of Peace. 


WE do certify the like, ann thoſe Affidav its 
taken before us. 


Jon Ruppock, juſtice of Peace, and of the 
uorum, 
BsLcnzr Noyes, Juſtice of Peace. 


WE do certify the like, reſpecting the Aﬀfdavi 
taken before us. 


Jonx . Juſtice of Peace, and of the 
| uvorum, | | 
Joun Tupor, Juſtice of Peace. 


I do hereby certify, That the Copy of an Affidavit 

(contained in the annexed printed Collection of Affi- 

10: davits) taken before me, has been carefully compared 
by me with the Original, and agrees therewith, 


in EpM. Quincy," J. Pacis, 


1 

. By the Honourable Tos 
1 MAS HUTCHINSON, Ejq; 
1 Lieutenant-Governor and 
| Commander in Chief, in 
and over his Majeſty s Pro- 
vince of Maſſachuſett's- 

Bay in New-England. 
Do hereby certify, That Richard Dana and Jobn 
Ruddock, Eſquites, are two of his Majeſty's 
uſtices of the Peace and of the Quorum for the 
County of Suffels, within the aforclaid Province; 
and that John Hil', Edmund Quincy, Belcher Noyes, 
Jobn Tudor, and Samuel Pemberton, Eſquires, are 
Juſtices of the Peace f r the ſame County, and that 
tull Faith and Credit is and ought to be given to 


their ſeveral Acts and Atteſtations (as on the annexed 
Paper) both in Court and without. 


Ia Teſtimony whereof I have cauſed A Public 
Seal of the Province of Maſſachuſett's Bay abovefaid 
to be hereunto affixed, Dated at Boſton the T hirtieth 


Pay of March 1770, in the tenth Year of his Ma- 
jeſty' s Reign. 


By his Honor's Command, 
| Jon Cor rox, P. Secretary. 


T. HUTCHINSON, 


T original Certificates of the foregoing 


Tenor with the Province Seal affixed to 
them, are Gigned by the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
annexed to three printed Copies of this Pamphlet. | 


wo of them will be ſent to London ſor the 8a. 
tisfaction of ſuch Gentlemen | in England as incline to 
ſee the Originals: viz, One of them to WIILIAM 
BoLLAN, Eſq; and the other to DENN IS DE BerTbT, 
Elyqz—T he third remains with the Committee. 
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AP PE ND IX. 
A 
46A | e 
DAMS Matthew; 5 
ü Allen Jeremiah, | 11 
Allen Joſeph, | 14 
Alline Benjamin, | IC 
Allman John, _ ES I 45 
Andrews Benjamin, Eſqʒ | 131 
Appleton Nathaniel. 63 
Archbald Francis jun. | gr 
Atwood Samuel, 8 69 
Baſs Henry, | 57 
Baſs Gillam, 106 
Belknap Jeremiah, | 64 
Boſtwick Samuel, — 38 
Bourgate Charlotte, * 
Brailsford John, 48 
Brailsford Mary, 46 
Broaders Bartholomew, 72 
Brown John, I | 54 
Burdick Benjamin jun. 8x 
Cain Thomas, | 85 
Calfe Daniel, 76 
 * Cato, 
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Cato, 

Church Benjamin jun. 
Coburn John, 
Cc<chran David, 
Condon Samuel, 
Copeland Ala, 

Colter George, 
Crafts Edward, 
Cunningham Peter, 


Dorr Ebenezer, 
Drowne Samuel, 


Fallaſs William, 
Fenno Ephraim, 
Feriter Nicholas, 
Fiſher John, 
Foſdick Nathaniel, 
Frizel Benjamin, 


Gammel! John, 

Gardner Mary, 

Goddard John, 

Goddard Robert, 

Gray John, 

Green John, 

Green Hammond, 
Greenwood T homas, _ 
Hewes George Robert ww, 
Hickling John, 
Hill Jonn, Eſq; 
Hinckley Ebenezer, 
Hobby Charles, 

| Hooton Joſeph jun. 


Jackſon Thomas jun. 


F 18-3; 


K 

King Matthias, 71 

Kirkwood James, Capt, | 70 

Knecland Bartholomew, 62 

Knox Henry, 1 107 

Leach John jun. beg 79 

Le Baron William, 5 59 

Lewis William, | 0 

Loring David, 150 

M « 

M'Neil Archibald, . - 44 

Marſhall Thomas, Eſq; 77 

Maſon Jonathan, 133 

Morton Dimond, * | 109 

Newhall William, 37 | 

Noyes Nathaniel, 5 | 49 8 

Palmes Richard, 9⁵ 1 | 

Parker Iſaac, | 61 8 

Patterſon Robert, 122 vj 

Payne Edward, 102 vj 

Peirce Iſaac, 138 = 

Pierpoint Robert, 53 Ss 

Polley Robert, 5 67 4 

| 

Read Francis, 108 

Rhodes William, 147 

Richardſon Jefirey, 39 

Riordan John, — 

Ruſſell Mary, a i 148 

Simpſon Joſiah, | 114 

Swan Caleb, 5² 

Swanſborough Margaret, 53 
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Tant William, 
Thayer Nathaniel, 
Thayer Mary, 
Tuckerman Abraham, 
Tyler William, 
U 
Uſher Daniel, 
Uſher Jane, 
W 
Walker Spencer, 
Ward Richard, 
Whiſton Obadiah, Y 
Wilme} John, 
Wilme Sarah, 
Willſon John, 
Wyat William. 
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E extradtdidary conduct of the Commiffionerv of 
de Cuſtoms ſimoe the 44th of Murch;, und- tnt 


;perſevetance init, make it heceſſary to beth a 
few obſetvations upon it; and upon Alvers raters, with 
which it ſeems to be connected . 5 

The ſaid Commiſſioners (excepting Mr Temple): have all 
retired from the town: and we find, on particular equity, 
they have not held a meeting of theit board! ſinee the gt 
March. How they have diſpoſed-of themſelves ſince that 
time we ſhall here fel ate 

Mr Robinſon is gone to England! He ſalled the tõth of 
March, and went not only without the leave but, as it is ſald, 
contrary to the minds of his ſuperiors,- ſignified to him from 
home. None but the few, intruſted with the ſecret, Ene 
any thing of his going till after the departure of the vefſel 
in which he went. — | 100 

Mr Paxton retired to Cambridge, four Miles from Beſtbn, * 
and for. the moſt part has continued there,” He has "divers 
times however viſited the town ſines that retiring: * 
71 5 0 il tt n „ ien 03 nb sa 
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* The Copies of this Narrative, ſent to Exgland and other Parts, 
conclude with the foregoing page. Since they were ſent, it has ap- 
peared” neceſſary to 204 a tew pages to the remaining Tope : to 
do which an opportumty has been given'by the reftraite lafd bn 
the publiſhing of the ſaid}Nattative here! The reaſon of that E. 
ſtraint will appear by the following Vote of the Town, paſſedeat 
the Town - Meeting held: the a öth of March, namely; ++ The Com- 
e mittee appointed. to, prepare a true State of Facts, relating to the. 
execrable Maſſacre perpetrated on the Eyening of the ↄth Anſt apt, 
in order. that the ſame be tranſmitted to Great Britain, hang. 
« accordingly reported, and the Report being, accepted. N the. 
« Town and ordered to be printed ; And whereas the pub 1 5 
„of the ſaid" Naftitive with the Depoſitions accompanying it, in 
*« this County, may be ſuppoſed by the unhappy Perſons, Win 
„ Cuſtody for Trial, as tending! to give am undue Bias“ tothe 
minds of the juty, who are to try the ſame. Therefore vote, 
That the Committee reſerve: all the printed Copies im their 
Hands, excepting thoſe to be ſent to Great Britain, till the 
* further-Order of the, Tawa. 1 ver! 


** Atteſt, Wirkian Cobras, Town- Clerk. 
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Mr Hulton ſometime ago purchaſed a place at Brooklyn, 
five Miles from Bo/ton, and has ever ſince reſided there. 

Mr Burch, with his wife, has retired to Mr Hulton s, who, 
together with Mr Burch (leaving their wives behind them) 
are now on a tour to Portſmouth, in the province of New- 
Hampſhire, where the laſt Account from thence left them. 
It is now above ſix weeks ſince a board of Commiſſioners 
was held: and it is utterly uncertain when there will be 
another. | 

From their firſt eſtabliſhment here, to the ith of June, 
1768, they held their boards regularly four days every week. 
They then retired on board the Romney. man of war, and 
from thence to the caſtle: for wbat purpoſe, their letters 
and memorials lately publiſhed have ſufficiently. informed. 
the world. From their re-eſtabliſhment in Boſton in No- 
vember 1768, to the 5th of Murch, 1770, they held their 
boards in the ſame regular manner. Since that time there 
have been but two board meetings, the laſt of which was 
on the gth of March. 

Now what do all theſe manceuvres ſince the 5th of March 
indicate? Is it poſſible to ſuppoſe they indicate any thing 
leſs than a deſign to take occaſion from the outrages and 
murders committed on the evening of that day by the ſol- 
diers (aſſiſted perhaps from the cuſtom-houſe) to repreſent 
the town in a diſadvantageous light? And does not their 
former conduct render this highly probable ! ?— Beſides, it 
is a fact, that depoſitions have been taken in a ſecret man- 
ner, relative to that unhappy affair, to the prejudice of the 
town ; and it is no way improbable that Mr Rebinſon is gone 
home with memorials. and letters from the Commiſſioners 
2nd others, accompanying ſuch depoſitions. 

By ſome eſcapes, as well as by what the circuniſtadcts. 
abous mentioned make probable, a pretiy good judgment 
may be formed of the ſubſtance of thife Memorials, Letters, 
and Depolitioas, namely, that the Cuſtom-houſe was at- 
tacked—the revenue cheſt in danger, but faved by the fir- 
ing upon the 0 The King's troops compelled to leave 
the town—the commiſſioners thence obliged for their ſafety. 
to quit it alſo the conſequent impoſſibility of their holding 
boards—the detriment thence ariſing to the revenue and his 
Majeſty's ſervice—all government at an end, and the Province 
in a ſtate of rebellion, 1 
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If theſe be, either in whole or in part, the ſubjects of the 
diſpatches ſent home, it is very proper a few obſervations 
ſhould be made upon them. 5 wal) 

The Cuſtom- houſe attacked a falſhood. The people 
drawn into King/?rcet, were drawn thither by the cry of fire, 
and the outrages of the Soldiers, which occaſioned it. From 
the firſt appearance of the people in Kingftreet, to the time 
of the firing upon them, there had not paſled' fifteen mi- 
nutes, It might with as much truth be affirmed, that they 
made an attack upon the Cuſtom-houſe in London, as upon 
the Cuſtom-houſe in Bo/ton : of which latter there was not 
even a pane of glaſs broken. 7 J 153 

The Revenue Cheſt in danger —a falſhood. It is not pro- 
bable the cheſt is kept at the Cuſtom-houſe : but if it be, 
there was, and is, at leaſt as much danger of it from ſome 
of the out-door people employed under the Commiſſioners, 
as from any body elſe. It is certain that ſome of them are 
of an infamous character. | ö ? 

The troops compelled to quit the town—a falſhood. They 
quitted the town by the orders of their Commanding Officer, 
in conſequence of a regugſ from the Lieutenant Governor, 
who was adviſed by the council to pray the ſaid Officer to 
remove the troops. This reque/t and this prayer was ob- 

tained by an application from the town to the Lieutenant 
Governor, Into what times are we fallen, that the goyern- 
ment of the province. is reduced to the humiliating condition 
of making ſuch a prayer 3 5 
But ſuppoſing the troops had been compelled vi &armis to 
quit the town. It would have been a meaſure juſtifiable in 
the ſight of Gop and man. When the Soldiers. ſeat hither 
for the declared purpoſe of aſſiſting the Civil Magiſtrate to; 
keep the peace, were themſelves in a remarkable manner 
the breakers of the peace When, inſtead of aſſiſtiog, they 
inſulted him ; and reſcued offenders of their own corps from- 
juſtice—when they frequently abuſed the inhabitants in the 
night when they had entered into a combination to com- 
mit ſome extraordinary acts of violence upon the town; and 
in conſequence of it, on the eyening of the Maſtacre, attack - 
ed the inhabitants wherever they met them; afterwards 
tiring upon, and killing and wounding a number of them. 
When all this had been done, and more threatened, it was | 
bigh time they ſhould be removed from the town, If they | 
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had been no other means of getting rid of thew, the inha- 
bitants would have had a right by that law of natu re, whi, 
ſuperceeds all other laws, "when they. come in competition 
with it—the law of ſelt- preſervation—to have com elle 
them to quit the town. *Fhis law, is radical in our natpre, 
indelible from it, and uniformly ' op whe where it ca 
e 


fate, to the removal or deſtruQtion gf every thing into. 

Patible with it; and is 'abrogable by no Ae ee beg 
God himſelf," the great une of it. Theres alt 
the reſiſting the King” s troops in any thing they have z f gi 
by: law to do, may be ren \treaſhn, yet Wen 
act contrary to law, eſpecially in 0 outrageous 4 700 
as in tlie preſent caſe, and retain 4 difpoſitioh 1 to repeat, its 
whereby the lives of the King's cen are in N _they 
then ceaſe to be the King's troops that is, t bel ea nor Fi 
King's troops for any ſuc! io, BAC" but 16' fat becdche 18 
tors ij and on the failure of other means of ae [ 
them, which the time and | circumſtances may make 'Eligh on 
and are lawful, they may (by the Büßelpſer, of all law, 
well as by the great taw above-mentioned, into which "oh 
principles are feſolvable) be reſiſted. and ex S%p elled! and 
te de it, where it can be done, is a ſgeties of Fireatbn®. agal i 
the conſtitution,” and conſeq quently treaſon i in an 1 
gree againſt the King, and all bis ſo [ybjeEts.” | 1818 

„Phe Commiſſioners obliged for their Tafety to quit 11 
town — If one falfhort can %& more than e 1515 43 
the greateſt yet mentioned, and is as Tidiculous ; as it's; Halle, 
Pheit conduct and ſuch 4 declaration by no means a WH 
Would they. in that caſe occaſionally viſit "te town? Y Wouly 
they truſt themſelbes in the envitons of it? Could th 
think themſdlves Tafe' at Cambridge and "Brooklyn P 18 
ey think” themſelves "ſafe an Where in the province, of, 
indeed- in Ambriea®” NMaſt they not know, if an eyit 3 were 
really intended them, it might eakly overtake them any w wheje, 


and every where: of this fide of the Alunlicß Same other 


reaſon tHati thettfafety muſt therefore be looked for ta Ab 
cbunt for their vetiting, and e their hoards., 

A ſimitat proceeding f theirs in 7 une, 1768, and their 
— Memsrials, lately ee give "occaſion at 
leaſt to Confecture' what wt rhat' reaſon ma be. 1s“! it not pro- 
bathte it was to cotrobotate the -ſald Seri. A0 thence. 


iow Adminifiration to think it neceffary, not only that 
+» 
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trgops already here. ſhould, be continyeds ;but that a fugthes 
number ſhould be ſent to ſtrengthen and ſupport ahem. ?. Jt 
this meaſure cannot be effected, and: ſhould the /Commi- 
ſioners be ſo unfortunate as to remain here, unattacked in 
the abſence, of the. troops, it might naturally be thought 
they could have remained here without them in 1768; and 
therefore that, they. had put the nation to a very great ex- 
pence, for. no, other  purgole. than farther to alienate, the 
affections of the Americans, and to give them an additional 
reaſon to wiſh: themſelves independent of it: And tence 
the Commiſſioners might have cauſg to expect a national 
reſentment againſt. them. However. injurious to us the 
effects of ſuch policy, may be, we, cannot bot applaud 
{on the principles of the Machiavilian ſyſtem) as it ſtands 
related to themſelves. If they thought their on exiſtence 
in danger, conſidered as Commiſſionets, how natutal was 
it to uſe, the means to ſupport.,it? And hat fault could 
be found with the means, if thoſe principles juſtiſied them ? 
Why n&ed they trouble their heads about gonſequenges that 
would not affect themſelyes ? or, if they would, and ſue 
exiſtence appeared precarious without thoſe means, Was it 
not neceſſary they ſhauld, be uſed, and the conſequences 
diſregarded—If the means be ſucceſsful. to the end for 
which they ſeem deſigned, it requires no -prophetic: ſpirit 
to foretel that the conſequences may he bad enough 
Whether the preſent Commiſſioners, or any Board o 
Commiſſioners, at all (whoſe appointments ate fully equal 
to any benefit the Nation or Colonies are likely to reap 
from them, and whoſe, uſefulneſs hitherta may be valued 
by ſome. of the negative quantities in algebra) are things of 
importance enough to hazard thoſe conſequences, or any 
ill conſequence at all, is humbly ſubmitted to the wiſdom 
f 29 miniſ}rarign. to) determings,:: brim on wil Lothar 
The conſequent impoſſibility of their holding boards 
This impoſſibility was of their on creating. If they had 
continued in, town (from whence they had not the leaſt tea- 
ſon to depart, unleſs to anſwer purpoſes they would chooſe 
to conceal) they might have held their boards as uſual. 
The detriment thence. ariſing to the Revenue, and his 
Majeſty's ſervice—lf any ſuch detriment has ariſen, the 
fault js their own. lis Majeſty's ſervice is a cant term in 
the mouths of underſtrappers in office. Many oi them — 
ther 
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ther do not know the meaning of it, or ahuſe it to anſwer 
their own corrupt purpoſes. It is uſed to expreſs ſomething 
diſtin& from the ſervice of the people. The King and Peo- 


ple are placed by it in oppoſite intereſts. Whereas, by the 


happy conſtitution we are under, the intereſt” of the King 
is the intereſt of the people, and his ſervice is their ſervice! 
both are one, and conftitutionally inſeparable. They who 
attempt to ſeparate them attempt to deſtroy the conſtitu- 


tion. Upon every ſuch parricide may the vengeance both 


of King and People deſcend. | 
- Government at an end This has been the cry ever ſince 
the ſtamp- act exiſted. If the people ſaw they were going 
to be enſlaved; if they ſaw Governor Bernard from whom 
they had a right to expect that he would do nothing to pro- 
mote it) was zealous and active to rivet the chains; and that 
his government, in its principles and conduct, tended to the 
eſtabliſhment of a tyranny over them, was it unnatural for 
them in ſuch a caſe to reluct? was it unreaſonable to re- 
fuſe an acquieſcence in ſuch meaſures? Did an oppoſition 
to them indicate a diſregard to government? If government, 
in the true idea of it, has for its object the good of the 
— — an adminiſtration could not be called govern- 
ment: an oppoſition to it by no means included an o 
fition to government. From ſuch an oppoſition has ariſen 
the cry, that government is at an end. The ſooner ſuch 
government is at an end the better. 
When a people have Joſt all confidence in government, 
it is yain to expect a cordial obedience to it. Hence irre- 
gularities may ariſe, and have ariſen. But they will ceaſe, 
when the true ends of government are ſteadily purſued, 
Then, and not till then, may it be expected, that men 
of weight and influence will exert themſelves to make gc 
vernment reſpetted. Nay, ſuch exertions will then be 
needleſs, for mankind cannot help reſpecting what is in 
itſelf reſpectable, eſpecially when it is at the fame time fo 
promotive of their own good as good government is. g 
The province in a ſtate of rebellion Into this ſtate its 
enemies, on both ſides of the Alantic, have been endeavour- 
ing to bring it. When they could not make it ſubſervient 
to their intereſt and views; and when their meaſures had 
raiſed a ſpirit of oppoſition to them, that oppoſition was 
made the lucky occaſion to repreſent the province in 9 
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of rebellion, ot verging towards it. To juſtify ſuch a re- 
preſentation the more fully, they endeavoured to drive it 
into that ſtate: whereby in the end they might hope to gra- 
tify both their malice and avarice: their malice, by injuring” 
it moſt eſſentially; and their avarice, by the ſubjection of 
it to their tyranny and pillage. But nothing can be more 
falfe than fuch a repreſentation : nothing more foreign from 
this people than a diſpoſition: to rebellion. The principles 
of loyalty were planted in our breaſts too deep to be eradi- 
cated by their efforts, or any efforts whatever: and our in- 
tereſt co- operated with thoſe principles. Din gat 
It is humbly hoped his Majefty will not be influenced, by 
ſuch repreſentations, to think unfavorably of hit faithful 
ſubjefts of this province: and that hope is grounded upon 
their innocence: of which they have the higheſt evidence 
in their own conſciouſneſs; and of which they have given 
their adverſaries no other cauſe to doubt, than what ariſes 
from an oppoſition to their? meaſures, Meaſures, not only 
ruinous to the province, but hurtful to Great Britain, and 
deſtructive of the union, and commercial intercourſe,” which 
ought always to ſubſiſt between her and her Colonies. 

bh 5 17 1 Nr 11201 an 20 1 890 
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The foregoing Obſervations appeared neceſſary to vindicate 
the Town and Province from the aſperſions ſo unjuſtly- 
caſt upon them. The few that follow refer to the preſent 
and future ſtate of Great Britain and her Colonies. 4 


How happy is Britoin with ' regard to ſituation, and 
and many internal eircumſtances; and in her connec- 
tion with her Colonies !- - - + © 
Separated from the teſt of the world, and poſſeſſed of ſo 
large a naval force, ſhe is ſecure from foreign invaſions : 
her government (well adminiftred) is the beſt exiſting; her 
manufactures ate extenſive, and her commerce in propor- 
tion. To the two latter the Colonies have in a conſiderable 
degree contributed. By theſe means ſhe has riſcn to her 
preſent opulence and greatneſs, which ſo much diſtinguiſſi 
her among the powers of Europe. But, however great aut 
opulent ſhe may be; ſhe is capable of being ſtill more ſo; 
and ſo much ſo, that ſhe may be deemed: at preſent in a 
tate of minority, compared with what ſhe will one day 
_ probably 
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probably be, if her own conduct does not prevent it. The 

a0 of. this greatneſs. are held out to her by the Colonies; 

t. is in her, power, by a kind and juſt en 
them, to avail herſelf of. Oe; means. 

The e 0 are huſbandmen, and till lately have. 1 
caſa but a ſmall, par t of their clothing, and the other 
articles, with which 7 had been uſually ſupplied from 
2. Britain. But ut they have been, taught, by EXperience: 

* can ſupply. themſelves; and that experience (which 
has been forced upon them) has demonſtrated moſt clearly, 
that they have within themſelves the means of living con- 

veniently, if not with elegance, even if their communica- 
. the reſt of mankind were wholly cut off. This, 
however, could not be an eligible ſtate: but no ons in- 

titled to. and deſerving the liberties, of an Engli/bman; can 
fitate.a moment to ſay, that it would be preferable to 

| flavery z to which the Caloniſts have apprebended- tbem- 
ſelves doomed, by the meaſures that, have been purſued by 

Adminiſtration. .,.' 

E che Coloniſts might be permitted to follow their in- 
clinations, with which at the ſame time their intereſt coin- 
cides, they would be huſbandmen till, and be ſupplied as 
uſual from Great Britain. The yearly amount of thoſe 
ſupphes.;(as appears by the exports from Britain) is very 
conſiderable *, and 8 be in ſuture in proportion to the 
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0 The value of the 2 from Britain to the Colonies | in 
1566. Wan was leſs than, in . ſtood thus: 514 


To New Englund - = / 409,642 
New York » - - 330,829 
Penſylvania,, - =. 327,314 
Virginia and Maryland — 372,548 
Carolina PLOTS EA 296,732 


; 


| L 1,737,065 
This is taken from The Preſent State of the Nation: in which | 
1705 is ir. account of the ſaid exports for the years 1765 and 
on 
"Now; ſup —1 3 obſervation Juſt, - that the Coloniſis (whoſe 
number” bet the ſaid Pamphlet is eſtimated two millions) double 
every twenty years, and the exports from Great Britain to the Co- 
lonies ſhould increaſe in that proportion, the value of the ſaid 
Exports 
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increaſe of the Coloniſts. Their increaſe is rapid: they are © 
daily. emigrating from the old towns, and forming new ones; 
and if; they double their numbers every twenty years, as it 
is ſaid tl pl will continue to do, ſo long as they can form 
into families by procuring the means of ſubſiſtence at an 
eaſy rate, which probably will be the caſe, till America ſhall 
be well peopled, there will be in a ſhort timg a prodigious 
addition to his Majeſty's ſubjects; who, if not compelled 
to manufacture for themſelves, will occaſion a; proportiog- 
able demand for the manufactures of Great Britain. If it be 
3 17225 | 3 oonſidered 
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exports and the number of the Coloniſts, at the end of five ſuch 
periods after 1766, will ſtand thus _ iz 
a zac Yale ot Expat, ee 
In 1766 { 1,737;065 for two millions of Coloniſts, 
1786 _ +474,130 for four millions, 
: 1856 ung 8, 250 Tor eight millions, 
1826 13,896,520 for fixteen millions, 7 
1846 2793040 for'thirty-two. millions, 0 
1866 55,586,080 for ſixty- four millions of Coloniſts. 
i lu mentioned numbers are ſo large, that it is likely the 
PEI on Which they are formed may be called into queſtion. 
t us therefore take only one quarter part of thoſe number; 
and then the value of exports from Britain to the Colonies, in 
1866, will be more thau thirteen millions ſterling for ſixteen mil- 
lions of Gelonifts. It is highly probable. by that time chere will | 
be at leaſt that number of Coloniſts in the Briiiſh Colonies on this þ 
continent, Now, in caſe there be no interruption of the union and if 
harmony that ought to ſubſiſt between Great Britain and her Co- 6 
lonies, and which it is their mutual intereſt ſhould ſubſiſt and be = 
maintained, what good reaſon can be given why ſuch exports ſhould 
not bear as great a proportion to the number of the Coloniſts as | 
they do at this time? If they ſhould, the value of ſuch exports 
(which will be continually increaſing) will be at leaſt thirteen | 
millions per annum. A ſum far ſurpalling the value of all the ex- 
ports from Great Britain at this day. | | 
In what proportion ſo vaſt a trade with the Colonies would en- 
large the other branches of her trade; how much it would increaſe 
the number of her people, the rents and value of her lands, her 
wealth of every ſpecies, her internal ſtrength, her naval power, 
and particularly her revenue (to enhance which in a trifling degree 
| has occaſioned the preſent uneaſineſs between her and the Colonies) 
| are matters leſt to the calculation and deciſion of the political 
arithmeticians of Great Britain. 


112 1 

conſidered too, that America, from its different ſails and 
climates, can raiſe perhaps all the productions of other 

countries in the ſame latitudes: which being remitted in 
exchange would moſt of them be rough materials for Britain 
to manufacture; what a fund of wealth and power will 
America be to her! Her inhabitants, of every denomination, 
dy finding employment, and the conſequent means of ſub- 
fiſtence, will greatly encreafe ; and her trade and navi 

tion be in proportion. She might then view with indi 
rence the interdiction of her trade with other parts of the 
"oY though would always have it in her 

| m the — ty of her naval force, which ſuch a trade 
— navigation would enable her to ſupport, to do herſelf 
ice, and command univerſal reſpett. 

Connected with her Colonies, ſhe would then be a mighty 
empire: the greateſt, conſiſting of people of one language, 
that ever exiſted. 

If theſe obſervations be not wholly. nn and a mere 
reverie, they poſſibly may not be unworthy the conſideration 
of Parliament: whoſe wiſdom will determine, whether an 
revenue whatever, even the greateſt that America could poſ- 
Hbly produce, either without or with her good will, would 
compenſate the loſs of ſuch wealth and power z or j 
meaſures that had the leaſt tendency to bring them into ha 
zard: or whether for ſuch a revenue it would be worth 
while to hazard even the preſent advantages, reſulting to 
Great Britain from an union and W with her Colonies, 
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FROM 


Many falſe and malicious Aſperſions 
COM TT ALLNS SD 


In certain Letters and Memorials, written by Governor 
Bernard, General Gage, Commodore Hood, the Com- 
miſſioners of the American Board of Cuſtoms, and 
others, and by them reſpectively tranſmitted to the 
Britiſh Miniſtry. 
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Bosrox, Printed by Epks and GILL: And Lonpon, 
Reprinted for J. ALMoN, oppolite Burlington-Houſe, 
in — 1770. 


[Price One Shilling.) 


AT a Meeting of the Town of Bos rox, 
legally aſſembled, on Wedneſday October the 
ath, and thence continued by Adjournment 
to Wedneſday October 18, 1769. 


HE following Remarks, upon the 
T Letters written by Governor Bernard, 
and others, were ordered to be publiſhed ; 
and the Committee were directed reſpect- 
fully to tranſmit a printed Copy of the ſame 
to the following Gentlemen, viz, The 
Honorable Col. 1ſaac Barre, Eſq; a Mem- 
ber of Parliament ; His Excellency Thomas 
Potonal, Eſq; late Governor of this Province, 
and a Member of Parliament; Benjamin 
Franklin, Eſq; Doctor of Laws; Wilkam 
Bollan, Eſq; Agent for his Majeſty's Coun- 
cil of this Province; Dennys De Berat, 
Eſq; Agent for the Houſe of Repreſenta- 
tives, and Barkw Trecothick, Eſq; Alder- 


man of the City of Lox DON, and a Mem- 
ber of Parliament. 


Atteſt. 


William Cooper, Town-Clerk, 


Fuft Publiſhed, 
(Being the PaPERs AT LENGTH referred to in Thy 
APPEAL) 


ETTERS to the EARL of HittsBoRoOUGH from 
Governor BERNARD, General GAE, Commo- 
dore Hoop, the Commiſhoners of the Cuſtoms at Boſ- 
ton, and the Council of Maſlachuſett's Bay; contain- 
ing their whole Correſpondence with the Miniſtry, from 
the beginning of January, 1768, to the end of. July, 
1769. 
In two Parts, Price 5 8. 6 d. ſewed. Either Part 
may be had ſeparate. 
Printed for J. Alox, oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, in 
Piccadilly. 


Of whom may be had, 


A COLLECTION of the moſt EsTEEmED Tracts, 
printed in England and America, on the Subjects of 
Taxing the American Colonies, and Regulating their 
Trade. In four Volumes, half-bound and lettered, 
Price 11. 48. 
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An APPE AL, &c. 


HE town of Boſton having by the ge- 
nerous care of WILLIAM BoLLAN, 
Eſq; formerly a very worthy inhabitant in 
it, but now a reſident in London, received 
authentick copies of Letters, Memorials, &c. 
written by Governor Bernard, General Gage, 
Commodore Hood, the Commiſſioners of 
the American board of Cuſtoms and o- 
thers, and laid before the Parliament ; which 
contain many baſe inſinuations and virulent 
charges of an high nature againſt the town : 
the freeholders and inhabitants in a legal 
town meeting aſſembled for the purpoſe, 
have confidered the ſame. As they have 
not yet been favoured with the particular 
vouchers, if indeed theſe gentlemen have 
produced any to the Miniſtry before whom 
they laid their accufations, it cannot be ex- 
pected they ſhould be enabled to make fo 
full a vindication of the town as otherwiſe 
they might : they have however endeavoured 
to extract from theſe writings, ſo far as the 
town is concerned in them, and to lay be- 
fore the public their true ſpirit: from whence - 
it will appear how reſtleſs Governor Bernard 
and his aſſociates have been in their malicious 
intrigues to traduce not this town and pro- 
-" vince, 
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vince, alone, but the whole Britiſh American 
Continent. 

In his letter to the Earl of Shelburne, 
dated March 19th, 1768, he tells his Lord- 
ſhip, that“ he ſees ſuch an oppoſition to the 
Commiſſioners and their officers, and ſuch 
a defiance to the authority by which they 
are appointed, continually growing, that 
he can no longer excuſe his informing his 
Lordſhip of the detail of facts, from whence 
the moſt dangerous conſequences are to be 
expected.” It is obſerveable here, how 
artfully he connects an oppoſition to the 
Commiſſioners with a defiance of the au- 
thority by which they are appointed ; and 
this with an apparent deſign to repreſent this 
town as diſaffected to his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment in general, than which nothing can be 
more falſe and malicious. That the people 
ſhould entertain the higheſt diſguſt of a 
board, inſtituted to ſuperintend a revenue to 
be rais'd from. them without their conſent, 
which was and till is exacted with the ut- 
molt rigor, is natural; after they had fo 
loudly as well as juſtly complained of the 
revenue itſelf, as depriving them of the 
very idea of liberty: but it cannot be ſaid 
with the leaſt appearance of truth that they 
ſet at cefiance the King's authority, at the 
very time when they were actually yielding 
obedience to thoſe revenue laws, under all the 
hardſhips of them, and were patiently 
waiting for the happy. iſſue of their juſt 
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complaints, and their humble petitions to 
their Sovereign for the redreſs of their 
grievances.— The Commiſſioners had how- 
ever at that time ſurely no reaſonable grounds 
to expect any injury to their perſons or in- 
terruption in their office; for they had been 
more than four months in the town without 
the leaſt danger of this kind, although they 
had from their firſt arrival diſcovered ſuch 
an arrogance and inſolence of office, as led 
many perſons to apprehend, that they aimed 
at nothing leſs than provoking the people to 
ſuch a degree of intemperence as to make 
an appearance of it. But being diſappointed 
in this, mere ſhifts and pretenſions are to be 
ſought after; and accordingly we find Mr. 
Bernard beginning his ““ detail to his Lord- 
ſhip, with telling him there had been “ fre- 
quent reports of inſurrections intended, in 
which it had been ſaid, the houſes of one or 
more of the Commiſſioners were to be pulled 
down.” The Governor, it is to be obſerved, 
relies much upon reports in his letters even to 
Miniſters of ſtate, while few if any among 
us ever heard of ſuch reports : he does not 
ſo much as attempt to make it appear to his 
Lordſhip that theſe frequent reports were 
brought to him by perſons of credit, or that 
they were well grounded ; and it is very 
much to be queſtioned, whether he received 
his intelligence from any other perſons, but 
the Commiſſioners themſelves, their depen- 
dents and expectants, the number of whom 
B 2 are 
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are encreaſed to an enormous degree, more 
than ſufficient to devour the whole revenue, 
and many of them are of the moſt aban- 
doned characters. 

But to give a colouring to theſe ideas of 
an inſurrection, there muſt be ſomething 
more alledged than barely that there had 
been frequent reports of its being intended ; 


and therefore his Lordſhip is told of an e- 


vent which in fact took place as ſome few 
remember, but the ſtory is wrought up b 

the Governor with all the ſtrokes of mal 
terly invention to ſerve the purpoſe. A 
number of lads, “ ſays he, paraded the 
town with a drum and horn.” And what 
poffible harm could there be in that? Why 
among other houſes ** they paſſed by the 
Council-chamber when he was fitting in 
Council :” and did they ſtop to inſult the 
Governor and Council? Such a circumſtance 
would doubtleſs have embelliſhed his Ex- 
cellency's narrative. Their paſſing by how- 
ever carried the air of an inſult, though in 
all likelihood the unlucky boys might not 
know that his Excellency was there.—But 
they had © aſſembled before Mr. Paxton's 
houſe,” and leſt it ſhould be forgot, his 


Lordſhip is reminded that Mr. Paxton is 


e a Commiſſioner.” And did they do Mr. 
Paxton the Commiſſioner any injury? Ves 
truly © they huzza'd,” and went off.— Then 
they “ inveſted Mr. Burch's houſe,” and his 
Lordſhip is alſo told, that Mr. Burch is 
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« another Commiſſioner,” and“ his lady and 
children were obliged to go out of the back 
door to avoid the danger that was threat- 
ened;” ſo that they were not threatened 
with miſchief, but with danger only. It 
has been uſual for the Commiſſioners to af- 
fe an apprehenſion of danger to them- 
ſelves and their families, to ſerve the pur- 
poſes they had in view. There 1s indeed 
no accounting for the real fears of women 
and children. The ladies however can 
ſometimes vie with their huſbands in in- 
trigue, and are thoroughly verſed in the art 
even of political appearance. And it is ſaid 
that all are politicians in this country: whe- 
ther this lady, whom Gov. Bernard has 
politely uſhered into the view of the public, 
really thought herſelf in danger or not, it 
is incumbent on him to ſhow that there 
were juſt grounds for her apprehenſions, 
that Mr. Burch's houſe was in fact“ in- 
veſted,” and that * the moſt dangerous 
conſequences were to be expected.” The 
world may be affured, there was not the 
leaſt appearance of this kind; and yet, theſe 
are Mr. Bernard's own declarations to his 
Majeſty's Miniſters, grounded upon vague 
and idle reports, beneath one of his rank 
and ſtation to take any notice of, and eſ- 
pectally with a deſign to miſrepreſent. He 
expreſſes a ſurprize, and ſurely he muſt 
counterfeit it, that this matter of © the 
Parade with the drum and horn,” was at- 
ter 
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ter all treated as the diverſion of a few boys, 
as it is ſtill thought to have been by all 
who can remember ſo trifling an occurrence, 
except the Governor and his adherents—the 
diverſion of a few innocent, though perhaps 
vulgar boys, who neither did nor intended 
to do the lealt harm to them or any other 
perſons, nor were they able to effect it, if 
they had ſuch a deſign. But after this, 
ſays Mr. Bernard, “ it was reported, that 
the inſurrection was poſtponed till the 18th 
of March”—The idea is ſtill kept up of a 
defigned inſurrection, how elſe could it be 
poſtponed ? and © two perſons, ſays he, one 
of them Mr. Paxton, a Commiſſioner, were 
mentioned as devoted to the reſentment of 
the mob.” It is ſtrange that no perſons 
ſhould have heard of all this but the Go- 
vernor and his znformers ; for he tells his 
Lordſhip, that he“ took all the pains he 
could to diſcover the truth of this report” ; 
and © on the very day before, he ſpoke 
with the moſt knowing men he could pro- 
cure”, who had heard nothing about the 
matter. At length, however, © late in the 
evening, he had certain advice that effigies 
were prepared, but it was too late to Yo 
any thing, and—his information was of 
tat nature, he could not make uſe of it 1 
ublic.” To induce his Lordſhip however 
to believe that the reports of /e inſurrectiou, 
which was poſtponed to the 18th of March, 
with every circumſtance as juſt now related, 
Wee 
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were well grounded, he tells him, as if it 
was deſigned to be the prelude to the 
whole, that © early in the morning the 
Sheriff informed him that the effigies of Mr. 
Paxton and Mr. Williams were in truth 
hanging upon liberty-tree” !—There was in 
the time of it, a ſtrong ſuſpicion in the 
minds of many, that theſe effigies were 
hung up by ſome particular perſons on that 
day (which was to be obſerved as a day of 
Feſtivity), with a deſign to give a colouring 
to juſt ſuch a repreſentation as Gov. Bernard 
now makes, — There are perſons here capa- 
ble of playing ſuch a game ; and there are 
ſome circumſtances which make it appear 
that ſuch a ſuſpicion was not groundlels. 
Particularly it is difficult to account for Go- 
vernor Bernard's neglecting to give orders 
to prevent their being hung up after he cer- 
tainly knew it was intended; and that he 
ſhould pretend it was too late the evening 
before; but eſpecially, his not chuſing to 
make uſe of his information, or it may ra- 
ther be ſuppoſed his informants name in 
public, unleſs it was through fear of diſco- 
vering the plot, is dark and unaccountable— 
If there was a deſign of this nature, it muſt 
have been truly mortifying to thoſe who 
were in the ſecret, that the deſign was ſo 
loon fruſtrated: for before the Governor 
could meet his council, which he had pru- 
dentiy ee the day before ſummoned to meet,” 
and while he was © ſending round to get 

them 
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them together as ſoon as poſſible it might 
be; amidſt all theſe care/z/ preparations, the 
effigies, ſays the Governor, “ were taken 
down by ſome of 7he neighbours without op- 

ofition” ! Their being thus, perhaps unex- 
pectedly, taken down, is ſufficient to evince 
the good diſpoſition of the inhabitants in 
general : that They were not in the plan of 
an inſurrection, whoever elſe might be, and that 
the Governor therefore might with ſafety, if 
he had been jo inclined, make uſe of his infor- 
mation in public. It might poſſibly indeed 
have totally overthrown his deſign in writ- 
ing this very letter to his Lordſhip. 

But the beſt improvement 1s to be made 
of every appearance : accordingly the Go- 
vernor haſtens to his Council, who were 
then met, agreeable to his appointment the 
day before, and there he tells his Lordſhip, 
he “ ſet forth in ſtrong terms the atrociouſ- 
neſs of this inſult ; the danger of its being 
followed by actual violence, and the neceſ- 
ſity there was of providing for the peace of the 
tnon. However atrocious the inſult might 
be, where could be the danger of its being 
followed by actual violence, when ſome of 
the inhabitants themſelves had taken down 
the effigies, with at leaſt the tacit conſent of 
the whole community; for it was done with- 
out the oppoſition expected, perhaps hoped for: 
and what neceſſity of providing for the peace 
of the town, when the people already dil- 


covered fo peaceable a diſpoſition, It wou 
doubt- 
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doubtleſs have pleaſed the Governor well, 
if his Council had adviſed to ſome ſevere 
meaſures; ſuch as might have afforded a 
firmer foundation for him to have repreſen- 
ted the town as upon the eve of an inſur- 
rection, than groundleſs reports or infor- 
mations, from his own pimps, which it 
was not prudent for him to make uſe of in 
public. But“ all he could ſay” to that pur- 
poſe though he ſtrove hard for it, made 
no impreſſion on the Council ;” They, ſays 
he, © perſevered in treating the affair as of 
no conſequence,” as well they might ; for 
it is queſtionable after all, whether there was 
the leaſt apprehenſion then of any Com- 
motion even in the mind of the Governor 
himſelf, whatever were his pretenſions. The 
Commiſſioners however took this opportu- 
nity © of ſetting forth the danger they ap- 
prehended ;” and the Governor, very rea- 
dily no doubt, took the occaſion to acquaint 
the King's Miniſter, that he had received 
a letter from the Commiſſioners, ** defiring 
the protection of the Government”, 

Mr. Bernard proceeds in his narrative, 
and entertains his Lordſhip with a very 
minute account of the celebration of the 
anniverſary of the repeal of the Stamp- Act; 
and © the terrible night it produced“ to 
Mr. Burch, one of the Commiſſicners, and his 
lady and children who had moved to his 
houſe for ſafety ;—* to the lieutenant Go- 
vernor and the Sheriff of the County who 
C were 
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were alſo with him;“ and in fine to all 
« thoſe who thought themſelves objects of 
the popular fury.” It may be here obſerved 
as in general true, that no man has reaſon 
to fear the popular fury, but he who is 
conſcious to himſelf of having done that 
which has expos'd him to their juſt reſent- 
ment — The Governor himſelf owns, that 
* the ſelectmen of the town” and“ ſome 
others”, and even the gentlemen who dined 
at two taverns near the town-houſe, upon 
the occaſion of the day, © took great pains 
that the feſtivity ſhould not produce a 
riot.” There is no reaſon to ſuppoſe this 
was mentioned for the ſake of giving a 
credit to any of thoſe gentlemen, but rather 
to inſinuate that the people were ſo out- 
rageouſly diſpoſed as that they could not be 
reſtrained even by their own Leaders; for 
moſt of thoſe whom the Governor has 
boncured with that character were preſent. 
The truth is, none of them were appre- 
henſive that heir feſtivity would produce a 
riot ; but they were careful to prevent the 
lighting a Bonfire, becauſe the Governor 
had conſtantly repreſented that as“ the u- 
ſual ſignal for a mob;” and the joys of the 
evening among the lower fort, which how- 
ever innocent are ſo netimes noiſy, would of 
courſe be repreſented as riotous. And thus 
he did in fact repreſent it to his Lordſhip; 
for he tells him, that © many hundreds of 
people of all kinds, ſexes, and ages, * 
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ded the ſtreets with yells and outcries” —— 
That they “ inveſted Mr. Williams's 
houſe” That“ at two different times 
about midnight they made outcries about 
Mr. Paxton's houſe.” And tho' after all, 
he owns it was out of mere wantonneſs”, 
yet he ſays the whole made it a terrible 
night.” This is painting indeed, much be- 
yond the life: but Mr. Bernard has the art 
in perfection. He could not however per- 
{wade even General Gage, to give it ſuch a 
colouring ; for the General in his letter to 
Lord Hillſborough, dated Boſton the 31ſt 
of October, 1768, tells his Lordſhip quite 
otherwiſe ; and that according to the beſt 
information he had been able to procure, 
the diſturbance in March (which was this 
very inſtance) far from being © terrible as 
the Governor repreſents it, was in truth 
« trifling.” This being the account given 
by one of the principal ſervants of the 
Crown in America, and who has diſcovered 
himſelf far from being partial in favour of 
the town, it is needleſs to add any thing 
further on this head Jrifling as indeed this 
* diſturbance” was, ſuch improvements 
were made of it by Gov. Bernard and o- 
thers, that it occaſioned the ordering two 
regiments from Halifax to this town, for a 
purpoſe for which the military power was 
certainly never deſigned ; a very dangerous 
purpoſe, and abhorrent to the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution and the ſpirit of a free govern- 

C 2 ment, 
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ment, namely to ſupport the civil autho- 
rity—A meaſure which has cauſed continual 
terror to his Majeſty's peaceable ſubjects 
here, and has been productive of more dif. 
turbance and confuſion than has been known 
in the memory of any now living, or than 
is recorded by any hiſtorian, even the moſt 
partia/ againſt this country. 

We {ſhall now take notice of Governor 
Bernard's letter to the Earl of Hillſborough, 
dated Boſton, June 1i, 1768, wherein he 
gives his Lordthip an account“ of a great 
riot that happened in this town the pre- 
ceding evening.” And it mult be confeſſed 
there was a riot on that evening, which is 
by no means to be juſtified. It was how- 
ever far from being ſo great an one as the 
Governor repreſents it to be.—The collec- 
tor and comptroller of the cuſtoms indeed 
repreſent it as a © numerous mob,” but 
they being particularly intereſted, their 
fears might deceive them. It was not a 
numerous mob ; nor was it of Jong con- 
tinuance, neither was there much miſchief 
done. It was occaſioned by the unprece- 
dented and unlawful manner of ſeizing a 
veſſel by the collector and comptroller : and 
couſidering their illegal proceedings in ma- 
king the ſeizure, attended with the moſt 
irritating circumſtances which occaſioned 
this mob—the intolerably haughty beha- 
viour which the Commiſſioners who or- 
dered this ſeizure, had conſtantly before 

diſcovered 
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diſcovered towards the people—the frequent 
threats which had been given out, that the 
town ſhould be put under a military Go- 
vernment, and the armed force actually em- 
ployed as a relude to it, it cannot be won- 
dered at, that in a populous town, ſuch 
high provocations, and the ſudden exertion 
of lawleſs power, ſhould excite the reſent- 
ment of ſome perſons beyond the bounds 
of reaſon, and carry them into exceſs.— 
We cannot ſtate the circumſtances of this 
affair with greater impartiality, than by 
reciting the ſentiments of his Majeſty's 
Council after two days enquiry and confi- 
deration, in their own expreſſions, viz. 

« HIS Excellency having laid before the 
Board a repreſentation of ſome tranſactions 
relating to, and in conſequence of the diſ- 
orders in the town of Boſton on the evening 
of the 10th of June laſt, the Board think it 
neceſſary in juſtice to the town and province, 
and in vindication of themſelves, to make 
ſome obſervations thereon, and to give a 
fuller repreſentation than is contained in the 
paper laid before the Board. 

With regard to the ſaid diſorders, it is 
to be obſerved that they were occaſioned by 
the making a ſeizure (in a manner unpre- 
cedented) in the town of Boſton on the 
ſaid 10th of June, a little before ſunſet, 
when a veſſel was ſeized by ſeveral ot che 
officers of the cuſtoms; and immediately 
after, on a ſignal given by one ot laid 
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officers, in conſequence of a preconcerted 
plan, ſeveral armed boats from the Romne 
man of war took poſſeſſion of her, cut her 
faſts, and carried her from the wharf where 
ſhe lay, into the harbour, along ſide the 
Romney; which occaſioned a number of 
people to be collected, ſome of whom, from 
the violence and unprecedentedneſs of the 
procedure with regard to the taking away 
of the ſaid veſſel, and the reflection thereby 
implied upon the inhabitants of the town 
as diſpoſed to reſcue any ſeizure that might 
be made, took occaſion to inſult and abuſe 
the ſaid officers, and afterwards to break 
ſome of the windows of their dwelling- 
houſes, and to commit other diſorders. 
Now, though the Board have the utmoſt 
abhorrence of all ſuch diſorderly proceed- 
ings, and would by no means attempt to 
juſtify them, they are obliged to mention 
the occaſion of them, in order to ſhew, that 
however culpable the ſaid diſorderly per- 
ſons were, the officers who ſeized, or thoſe 
by whole orders ſuch unuſual and violent 
meaſures as were purſued 1n ſeizing and tak- 
ing away the ſaid veſſel, were not faultleſs : it 
being highly probable that no ſuch diſor- 
ders would have been committed, if the 
veſſel had not been with an armed force, 
and with many circumſtances of inſult and 
threats, carried away from the wharf.” 

The Council further ſay, © with regard 
to what happened on the 1oth of June, it 
{ſeems 
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ſeems to have ſprung wholly from the per- 
ſons who complain of it, by the plan' laid 
and the orders given for making the ſeizure 
aforeſaid, and carrying it away by an armed 
force. Which circumſtances, together with 
the time of day of ſeizing the veſſel, makes 
it ſeem probable, that an uproar was hoped 
for and intended to be occaſioned by the 
manner of proceeding in making the 
ſeizure.” 

From this impartial ſtate of the matter, 
it muſt evidently appear to every candid 
mind, that the oppoſition was made, not 
at all to the ſeizing of the veſſel by the 
officers of the cuſtoms, hut wholly to the 
manner in Which it was ſecured; and that 
if it had been done in the uſual manner, as 
the Council afterwards ſay, © 1t would 
have remained ſecure in the hands of the 
officers” — This correſponds with the Com- 
miſſioners own account; for they ſay in 
their letter to Governor Bernard, June 12, 
that they received a verbal meſſage from the 
people to the following purpoſe, © that if 
the {loop ſeized was bro't back to Mr. Han- 
cock's wharf, upon ſecurity given to an- 
[wer the proſecution, the town might be 
Kept quiet. But this pacific propoſal, tho 
brought to them as they acknowledge“ by 
a perſon of credit,” they expreſly declare 
* appeared to them as a menace,” and it 
was in fact one of their very reaſons for 
requeſting the Governor to give e 
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that they might be received into the caſtle 
for protection — So totally regardleſs were 
they of the peace of the town, and ſo 
exceſſively fond of being thought by others 
as important as they fancied themſelves to 
be, that when this reaſonable and timely 
propoſal was brought to them even by a 
erſon of credit in heir cun eſteem, they 
heanghtily replied, that ' they gave no an- 
ſwers to verbal meſſages,” which plainly 
indicated either a wantonneſs of power in 
them beyond all bounds, or the hopes if not 
the intentions of a further uproar.— 
Governor Bernard tells his Lordſhip, that 
this riot © had very bad conſequences,” 
which is undoubtedly true : the exaggerated 
accounts which he and the Commitlioners 
gave of it to the Miniſtry, and their taking 
occaſion to repreſent the town itſelf as in a 
ſtate of diſobedience to all law and autho- 
rity, and indeed the whole continent as 
ripe for a revolt, were attended with the 
worſt of conſequences to the town. The 
Commiſſioners ſayin plain terms, that“ there 
had been a long and extenfive plan of reſiſtance 
to the authority of Great-Britain, and 
that © the ſeizure referred to © had haſtened 
the people of Boſton to the Commiſſion of 
actual violence ſooner than was intended.” 
Such inflammatory repreſentations as theſe had 
the effects which they had long wiſhed-tor; 
and induced the Miniſtry to order two other 
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of which, if they or any of them are con- 
tinued, it is to be feared, far from reconcil- 
ing the people to the preſent meaſures of 
adininiſtration, will only increaſe their diſ- 

content, and even alienate their affections. 
The Governor in the poſtſcript to his 
letter, June 13, mentions his having 
intelligence from the Commiſſioners of 
ſome particulars, from whence they concluded, 
that they were immediately expoſed to 
further violences, and deſired protection at 
the caſtle.— this intelligence is contained 
in their letter of June 12, juſt now mentioned, 
wherein they take upon themſelves to 
charge the Government with having uſed 
no meaſures for ſecuring the peace of the 
town, alledging in general terms that 
* there was the ſtrongeſt reaſon to expect 
further violences”. And they further ſay, 
that“ his Excellency himſelf had acquaint- 
ed them that Beſton was no place of ſafety for 
them”, Here we ſee that the intelligence 
which the Governor repreſents to his Lord- 
ſhip as having been received by him from 
the Commiſhoners, he firſt communicated 
to them ; and thereupon they grounded their 
pretended fears in their letter to him, and 
deſire the protection of the Government. 
This is all of a piece, and may ſerve to 
explain the frequent rumours of an infurrect- 
ion, mentioned in a former letter, and 
trom what quarter theſe frequent rumours 
came. It ſhows the combination, and the 
D ſettled 
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ſettled deſign, of the Governor and the 
Commiſſioners, to blacken the character of 
the town; and how dextrouſly they can 
play into each others hands— The Governor 
the next day, June 13, wrote to the Com- 
miſſioners, and acquainted them, that 
„ having communicated their letter of the 
12th to the Council, they deſired him to 
inform them, that during the fitting of the 
Council on ſaturday morning, there was no 
reaſon at all given to expect further violences, 
and that there was no apprehenſion either 
in the Governor or the Council of an im- 
mediate danger.” It is incumbent on the 
Governor, or his friend, , he has any, to 
reconcile this with what he had before told 
the Commiſſioners, * that Boſton was no 
cg of ſafety for them”. It ſeems Gov. 
Bernard was perpetually teizing the Council 
with the Commiſſioners vague reports of 
an inſurrection, and of the danger they 
were in; and indeed it appears to be the 
main point in view to perſwade the Council 
if noffible into a belief of it, or if not, to 
form a complaint to the Miniſtry, that they 
were negligent of their duty in not adviſing 
to proper meaſures for the protection of 
the Commithoaers; and from thence: to 
enforce a neceflity of military force to re- 
ſtore and ſupport Government in Boſton— 
Why did he not lay before the Council the 
particulars, which he tells his Lordſhip he 


had received from the Commiſſioners, from 
whence 
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whence Hey concluded that they were ex- 
poſed to further violences? This we hear 
nothing of ; perhaps the intelligence, like 
that which he mentions in a former letter, 
« was of ſuch a nature that he could not 
make uſe of it in publick.” He indeed 
tells the Commiſſioners, that“ he had in- 
formed the Council of their preſent ap- 
prehenſions of further violences, and that 
they were then taking the ſame into con- 
ſideration. But he ſhould have fairly 
repreſented this matter to the Commiſſioners, 
and told them that the Council had already 
taken the ſame into conſideration, and come 
to a concluſion, as in fact they had; for 
by their own minutes we find, that“ the 
matter being fully debated, it appeared to 
the Board, that there was no immediate 
danger of freſh diſturbances.” They at 
the ſame time adviſed that the matter ſhould 
be laid before the General Court then ſit- 
ting, and poſtponed the conſideration of it 
by them, as of Council to the Governor, till 
the effect of ſuch a propoſal ſhould ve 
known. All this the Governor knew; how 
then could he confiſtently ſay that they were 
then taking it into conſideration. He tells 
Lord Hillſborough, that“ he was againſt 
the buſineſs being laid before the General 
Court, but was obliged to give it up”; and 
that „ he had many objections to the mea- 
lure,” He knew very well that the drawing 
this matter into open day-light, would 
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effectually defeat his deſign; and that the 
intention of bringing the Council, if poſſi- 
ble, to join with the Governor in requiring 
the military force, or accuſing them of 
negligence in caſe they did not, would 
thereby be entirely fruſtrated, —The remov- 
ing the buſineſs to the General Court, he 
tells his Lordſhip, was however, upon one 
conſideration, not © entirely to his diſſatiſ- 
faction;“ for he ſays, it was then in a great 
meaſure taken out of his hands”; and he 
concludes, that“ as he cannot conduct this 
buſineſs as it ought to be,” or rather as he 
choſe it ſhould be, “ it may be beſt for him 
to have but little hand in it. It may not 
be amiſs here to recite the declaration of 
his Majeſty's Council at a full Board on the 
29th of July, fix weeks after the Com- 
miſſioners voluntary exile to the caſtle, in 
conſequence of theſe pretended apprehenſions 
of further violences. The Council ſay, 
* the Commiſſioners were not obliged to 
quit the town; there never had been any 
inſult offered to them; their quitting the 
town was a voluntary act of their own ; we 
do not apprehend there was any ſufficient 
ground for their quitting it; and, when 
they had quitted it, and were at the caſtle, 
there was no occaſion for men of war to 
protect them.“ Such an authority, will, 
no doubt, be deemed ſufficient to vindicate 
the town from this aſperſion ; eſpecially, 
as the Council had then had time cooly 
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recollect the matter: as they had born their 
full teſtimony againſt the diſorders, and 
taken every ſtep which belonged to their 
department, to bring the offenders to con- 
dign puniſhment : but more eſpecially, as 
that very Board had always before ſupported 
the Governor's meaſures to the utmoſt ex- 
tent that their conſciences would allow, and 
many times againſt the general ſentiments 
of the people, for which they had gained 
the Governor's applauſe, and his particular 
recommendations to his Majeſty's miniſter ; 
and he himſelf could at this time have no 
other exception to any part of their conduct, 
but their oppoſition to his Favorite plan, to 
introduce a military Government into the 
town, without the leaſt colour of neceſſity, 
and thereby to break thro' the mounds, and 
tear up the very foundation of the civil 
conſtitution, 

The Governor in his letter to Lord Hills- 
borough of the 14th of June, being re- 
ſolved to give his Lordſhip an exact detail 
of every occurrence “ from whence the 
moſt dangerous conſequences are to be 
expected,” takes occaſion to mention © a 
paper ſtuck up on Liberty Tree,” this paper, 
he had ſaid in his letter of the 13th, con- 
tained “ an invitation of the ſons of li- 
berty to meet at ſix o'clock to clear the land 
of the vermin which were come to devour 

them.“ A very innocent, if not a laudable 
propotal, for which the country ſhould __ 
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itſelf obliged to them, to be ſure, if they 
could have effected their deſign. But in this 
letter it is called “ a violent and virulent 
invitation to riſe that night to clear the coun- 
try of the Commiſſioners and their officers, 
to avenge themſelves of the Cuſtom-houſe 
officers, and put one of them to death ?” 
And, ſtill more alarming, * there were alſo 
ſome indecent threats againſt the Gover- 
nor!“ Could the Governor think, that by 
the vermin that were come to devour the 
land, they meant his Excellency and the 
Commiſſioners? But perhaps the mind of 
the Sheriff who brought this information to 
the Governor, was ſomewhat agitated with 
the fears of an inſurrection; and moreover, 
we may preſume, that he had not ſeen the 
paper himſelf, but took it from report, in 
conformity to the example of the Governor, 
who believed, or pretended to believe, every 
word of it, till he had the mortiſying fight 
of the true contents of this very important 
paper; of which the following, as he him- 
ſelf at length tells his Lordſhip, is “ an ex- 
act copy,” viz. Boſton, June 13, 1768. The 
ſons of liberty requeſt all thoſe, who, in 
this time of oppreſſion and diſtraction, wiſh 
well to, and would promote the peace, good 
order and ſecurity of the Town and Pro- 
vince, to aſſemble at Liberty Hall, under 
Liberty Tree, on Tueſday, the 14th inſtant, 
at ten o'clock preciſely. It might have 


been ſuppoſed that ſo harmleſs a thing pms 
ave 
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have given offence to none. In the firſt 

lace, the matters alledged in it were con- 
feſſedly true: that this was a time of op- 
preſſion, the people all felt: that it was a 
time of diſtraction, the Governor and the 
Commiſſioners loudly proclaimed : a deſign 
then, at ſuch a time, to promote the peace, 
good order, and ſecurity of the town, was 
at leaſt unexceptionable. But the Governor 
complains, that © it was not conſidered as 
an implication of danger :” ſtrange would 
it have been indeed, if ſo ſalutary a propo- 
fal as the promoting the peace, good order, 
and ſecurity of the town, had been thus con- 
ſidered. Neither, ſays he, was the in- 
propriety of the ſons of liberty appointing a 
meeting to ſecure the peace of the Town, 
when the Governor and Council were ſittin 
upon that buſineſs, and ſeemly to little pur- 
foſe, taken much notice of.” But ſurely, if 
the Governor and Council could be ſuppoſed 
to be ſitting upon ſuch bu/ineſs, at ſuch a time, 
ond ſeemingly lo little purpoſe, there could be 
no great impropriety in other peoples under- 
taking it. But without adopting by any 
means the meaſure, is not here a ſtriking 
inſtance of the diſpoſition of Governor Ber- 
nard, and ſome others, to receive with the 
greateſt avidity the moſt aggravated accounts 
of every trifling occurrence that has happen- 
ed, and without any enquiry, to paint them 
to the Miniſtry in the deepeſt colours! Be- 


hold a meeting, the profeſſed deſign of 
which 
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which was to promote the peace, good or. 
der, and ſecurity of the Town, and that in 
open day- light, repreſented to the King's 
Miniſter as a meeting deſigned to be held at 
fix o'clock, near ſun- ſet, in one letter; and 
in another the next day, „a moſt violent 
and virulent invitation to r:ſe that night ! and 
clear the country of the Commiſſioners, — 
threaten the Governor, and commit mur- 
der!“ In conſequence of which he tells the 
Council, there is no time to enquire into 
the particulars of the former riot.” They 
are to be hurried to meaſures to provide for 
the peace of the Town ;” and to prevent 
* new diſturbances premeditated” and“ im- 
mediately threatened ;” and his Lordſhip is 
to be forthwith informed of it. Certainly 
every candid perſon will from hence be in- 
clined to believe all that Governor Bernard 
relates to the prejudice of this Town, or 
any particular perſons, with great diſcre- 
tion. 

His letter of the 16th of June, for he ſeem- 
ed to be almoſt every day employed in writing 
his © detail” of common reports, gives the earl 
of Hillſborough an account of the meeting 
at Liberty Tree, in purſuance of the printed 
notice.” And, afterentertaining his Lordſhip 
with a particular, tho' awkard and incon- 
ſiſtent deſcription of the Tree, the vaſt 
heighth of the flag-ſtaff, and the deſign of 
hoiſting the flag, namely, “ for a ſignal, 


which to be ſure muſt be a diſcovery quite 
| ; new 


new to his Lordſhip, he proceeds to ſay; 
that, © at leaſt 4000 men aſſembled,” that 
« the principal gentlemen attended to en- 
gage the lower people to concur in meaſures 
tor peace and quiet,” which was the pro- 
feſſed end of their meeting—that * one of 
the ſelectmen was choſen moderator or chair- 
man'—that they adjourn'd to the Town 
Hall” for the accommodation of fo large a 
number. And there it being “ objected 
that they were not a legal meeting” they 
* adjourned to the afternoon,” he ſhould 
have faid, broke up; and the ſelectmen in- 
ſtead of © legalizing the afſembly,” as it is 
oddly expreſſed, called a Town-meeting, 
agreeable to the directions of the law, to 
meet in the afternoon. All this was cer- 
tainly an innocent proceeding, and the Go- 
vernor himſelf, it is preſumed, did not 
think otherwiſe, for it happens for once, 
that he makes no particular remarks upon 
it; and if it ſhould be ſaid of them, that 
they met ſeemingly to little purpoſe, it might be 
ſaid truly enough; but it is to be remem- 
bered, that another aſſembly, with their 
chairman at their head, if the Governor's lu- 
dicrous account of the meeting of that ve- 
ry reſpectable body could be credited, 
might in that reſpe& keep them in counte- 
nance, But innocent as it was, the Go- 
vernor did not chuſe it ſhould be thought 
that he viewed it in that light, and there= 
tore told the Council, and his Lordſhip af- 
E terwards, 
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terwards, that * had it been the firſt buſi- 
neſs of the kind, he ſhould have aſked their 
advice, whether he ſhould not ſend to the 
General for troops: and to ſhow his own 
exceſſive fondneſs for ſo arbitrary and violent 
a meaſure, he adds, that © he was ready to 
do it, if any one gentleman would propoſe 
it!“ 

The Governor then proceeds to give a de- 
tail of the meeting of the Town in the af- 
ternoon; in which he tells his Lordſhip, 
that many wild and violent propoſals were 
made.” It ought here to be obſerved, that 
Governor Bernard conſtantly repreſents bo- 
dies of men, even the moſt reſpectable, by 
propoſals made by individuals, which have 
been miſrepreſented by pimps and paraſites, 
and perhaps aggravated by himſelf, inſtead 
of allowing them to ſtand or fall by their 
own concluſions Can any thing be more 
baſe, more contrary to equity than this? — 
What ſhould we think of the moſt reſpec- 
table corporations at home—what even of 
both Houſes of Parliament, if they were to 
be judged of by every motion that has 
been made, or every expreſſion that has 
dropped from individuals in the warmth of 
debates. If it had been true that ſuch pro- 
poſals were made, nay, if meaſures that 
could not have been altogether juſtified, had 
been even adopted by the Town, at a Time 
when every art had been practiſed to irritate 
the people, and inflame their minds, the . 
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did part of mankind would have been ready to 
overlook it. The Governor has often been 
obſerved to diſcover an averſion to free aſ- 
ſemblies : no wonder then that he ſhould be 
ſo particularly diſguſted at a legal meeting of 
the town of Boſton, where a noble freedom 
of ſpeech is ever expected and maintained : 
an aſſembly, of which it may be juſtly ſaid, 
to borrow the language of the ancient Ro- 
man, with a little variation, Sentire gue 
volunt et quæ ſenticat dicere licet, they think 
as they pleaſe, and ſpeak as they think. —— 
Such an aſſembly has ever been the dread— 
often the ſcourge of tyrants But theſe 
© wild and violent propoſals, which no one 
can recolle& but the Governor, and pernaps 
his informers, it ſeems were “ warded off” 
as the Governor is pleaſed to expreſs it ; 
from whence it may be ſuppoſed, that pru- 
dence directed at this meeting, “ origina- 
ted and compoſed as (he ſays) it was“ 
By theſe expreſſions it is conceived, he 
would intimate to his Lordſhip that it was 
both illegal and tumultuous; and if that 
was his real · intention, the inſinuation was 
both falſe and injurious.— The meeting was 
* originated” as the law directs, and no- 
thing was there concluded upon, according 
to the Governor's own account, but the ap- 
pointment of a committee, which he him- 
ſelf ſays © in general was very reſpectable,” 
to wait on him © with a petition ;” the re- 
cciving his anſwer, as he is pleaſed to fay, 
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with * univerſal approbation !” Writing a let. 
ter to a friend, and voting ſuch inſtructions ag 
they thought proper to their repreſentatives, 
After which he tells his Lordſhip they 
„ broke up guzetly,” and“ ihe meeting 
ended.” But notwithſtanding this guiet, and 
as may be concluded by the Governor's ac- 
count of it, coaligiug Town meeting, which 
conſiſted of ſo large a number, and among 
whom hehimſelf was ſo ** popular,” that even 
* the moderator declared that he really be- 
lieved he was a well- wiſher to the Frovince.“ 
(Thus faith Governor Bernard, but no one 
remembers or believes it) yet all this will 
not avail to ſoften his mind, or alter his in- 
tentions. And although he tells his Lord- 
ſhip, the Romney and a floop of 16 guns 
juſt come in will compleat the command of 
all the approaches to the Caſtle, and other 
ſhips of war are expected, fo that the ſecu- 
rity of the Commiſſioners is effectually pro- 
vided for;“ yet the favourite point will not 
be carried, till the long-wiſhed for troops 
arrive, to enforce his arbitrary deſigns, and 
ſuppreſs the ſpirit of liberty, And now 1s 
the Time, if ever, to preſs the matter: 
every hand therefore muſt be ſet to work, 
and nothing will ſerve the cauſe like conti- 
nually holding up the idea of an inſurrec- 
tion. Accordingly, we find one of the aux- 
iliaries, whoſe letter, tho' anonimous, has 
credit enough to appear in the liſt laid be- 
fore Parliament, ſays, ** It is my a" 
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that the promoters of the preſent evils are 
ready to unmaſk, and openly to diſcover 

their long and latent deſign to REBEL'— 
and « involve this country in blood and 
horror!“ Another anonimous writer, who 
is ſaid to be well acquainted with the 
ſtate of the town of Boſton,“ ſays, that 
“ he obſerves a ſourneſs in the minds of the 
people in general, and adds, © he that runs 
may read, that without ſpeedy interpoſitton, 
a great orm will ariſe.” The Collector 
and Comptroller of the Cuſtoms mention 
with deep concern, as they affect to expreſs 
themſelves, that a general ſpirit of Ixs uR- 
RECTION prevalls, not only in the Town, 
but throughout the whole Provinces.” —— 
The Commiſſioners themſelves, in their let- 
ter to General Gage, tell him, „that it is 
utterly impoſſible to carry on the bulineſs of 
the revenue in the town of Boſton, from 
the outrageous behaviour of the people :” 
they acquaint the General of the alarm- 
ing ſtate of things in the Town, and deſire 
him to give them protection.“ And though 
Governor Bernard, when not ſo much on 
his guard, or perhaps under ſome little 
compunction of mind, in his letter to the 
Commiſſioners, June 13, gently chides 
them for their ill- grounded fears, and tells 
them, ** he is very ſorry that they think 
themſelves ſo much in danger in Boſton 
(which he had before ſaid was no place of 
ſafety for them) as to think it inns Fe 
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them to reſide there ;” notwithſtanding all 
this, yet in the letter we are now conſider- 
ing, which was written nearly at the ſame 
time, he poſitively aſſures his Lordſhip, that, 
« jf there is not a REvoLT, the leaders muſt 
falſify their words and change their purpo- 
ſes.” Perhaps he would have been more 
conſiſtent if he had imagined theſe letters 
would ever have ſeen the light. He con- 
cludes his letter with mentioning a few 
more papers ſtuck upon the Town- 
Houle.” No evidence however appears 
to have accompanied all theſe heavy charges 
upon a whole community : but Governor 
Bernard and others ſeem to have conducted 
their proſcriptions as if they could have even 
foreſeen, that the bold aſſertions of perſons 
apparently inimical to a country, anonimous 
letters, ſtreet converſation picked up by 
pimps and ſpies, and papers ſtuck by no one 
knows whom on a public building, would 
be of ſo much weight as to influence the 


meaſures of adminiſtration ! Can any per- 


ſon believe this is a juſt repreſentation, when 
Governor Bernard with all his induſtry and 
aid has not been able to furniſh proof, that 
any body or combination of men, or even 
a ſingle perſon, had incurred a legal penal- 
ty, if we except the diſturbances that hap- 
pened on March and June already conſidered. 

The Governor in his letter of the gth of 
July informs his Lordſhip of a mancevre, as 


he calls it, of the ſons of liberty; a num- 


ber 
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ber of them going out of Boſton at the 
cloſe of a certain day in parties, and meet- 
ing on each ſide of a houſe in Roxbury, 
which Mr. Robinſon (and his Lordſhip 
muſt be informed that he alſo was one of 
the Commiſſioners) had lately hired, with 
an intention to ſurprize him and prevent 
his eſcape; but he being at the caſtle, 
where the Commiſſioners had been driven for 
ſafety, they did nothing but plunder his 
fruit trees. This is a very ſolemn account 
indeed; but he never laid this © mancevre 
of the ſons of liberty,” extraordinary as it 
was, before the Council, which he never 
failed to do on like occaſions; thinking 
poſſibly, that reſpectable body might be of 
opinion, that a gentleman of any political 
party may be ſuppoſed to have had his or- 
chard or fruit gardens robbed by /zquorrſh 
boys, without making a formal repreſenta- 
tion before his Majeſty's firſt miniſters of 
ſtate, As the Governor will ſtill have it 
that the Commiſſioners were “ driven to 
the caſtle for ſafety,” we take occaſion to 
obſerve here, that it was notorious, that 
they frequently landed on the main, and 
made excurſions into the country; viſiting 
the Lieutenant-Governor and other gentle- 
men at their ſeats, where it would have 
been eaſy to have ſeized them if any injury 
had been intended them; which as his 
Majeſty's Council very juſtly have obſerved, 
* demonſtrated the inſincerity of their 

declarations,” 
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declarations,” as it did thoſe of the Go- 
vernor, that they immured themſelves at 
the caſtle for ſafety.” 

Another part of the detail in this letter 
is the reſcue of a veſſel which had been 
ſeized by the Cuſtom-houſe officers. It 
ſeems by Governor Bernard's account, it 
had been thought proper to try an ex- 
periment;” for ſays he, © when the ſloop 
was ſeized which occaſioned the riot, and 
in conſequence of which the Commiſſioners 
were obliged to leave the town, the great- 
eſt part of the reſentment was. expreſſed 
againſt the putting her under the care of 
the man of war;” which was very true, 
and he might have alſo ſaid, the making 
the ſeizure with an armed force, and there- 
fore, he adds, „ when this ſchooner was 
ſeized, it was left at the wharf, under no 
other care but two Cuſtom-houſe officers,” 
in hopeful, no doubt, if not certain ex- 
pectation that the reſcue would be made, 
from whence it might poſſibly be made to 
appear, that the reſentment againſt the 
proceedings of the Cuſtom-houſe officers in 
the former inſtance, as being violent and 
illegal, was mere pretence. The reſcue 
was made, and it was univerſally diſpleaſing 
to the town. The Governor ſays, “ this 
very molaſſes was the next day returned, 
and tells his Lordſhip, that“ the ſelectmen 
of the town ſent for the maſter of the 


ſchooner,” and “ ordered him to return it, 
under 


under pain of the diſpleaſure of the town; 
which is a groſs miſrepreſentation of the 
matter, and artfully deſigned to prepa re for 
the ſubſequent ungenerous remark, that 
« all Government is now in the hands of 
the people.” A good magiſtrate would have 
rejoiced in this inſtance of the people's 
voluntarily affording their aid in the recovery 
of the King's Due, which had been reſcued 
from him, without torturing his invention 
to find an ill-natured conſtruction for it; 
but Gov. Bernard is diſturbed that the 
humour of the people,” which he ſays this 
was done * to pleaſe,” ſhould ever coincide 
with their duty to their Sovereign— The 
voluntary aſſociation of the people to pro- 
mote peace and good order, he had before 
laid © carried an implication of danger” to 
the Government; and now, when they 
ſeem to unite in taking meaſures for the 
execution of a law, altho' in its nature diſ- 
agreeable to the people, why truly “ the 
Government is in the hands of the people, 
and not of thoſe deputed by the King, or 
under his Authority.” But if the people 
had a view to fave their own reputation in 
this piece of ſervice to the Crown, as the 
Governor intimates, ſurely he will not ſay 
it was „ ill-judged” or “ ill- timed.“ The 
truth is, they had a particular view at this 
time to prevent Governor Bernard's improv- 
ing this reſcue, which they were in no 
ſort concerned in, to the prejudice of the 
town, 
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. 
town, as had been his conſtant practice in 
other caſes, and as it now evidently appears 
he intended : and it was certainly a wiſe 
precaution ; tho' a candid mind will by no 
means exclude any other good intentions.— 
We cannot forbear taking notice here with 
freedom, of a very extraordinary aſſertion of 
Governor Bernard, in this letter to his 
Lordſhip, that “ every ſeizure made, or 
attempted to be made on land at Boſton for 
theſe three years paſt, before theſe two in- 
ſtances, had been violently reſcued or pre- 
vented.”—An aſſertion ſo noo riouſlyfalle, 
that few men could have made it without 
bluſhing ; and we may ſuppoſe even Go- 
vernor Bernard himſelf would not have 
made it, had he apprehended it would ever 
have become public.“ — The officers of the 
cuſtoms themſelves will not venture to 
affirm it. If the aſſertion is true, his Ma- 
jeſty's Council muſt have been egregiouſly 
miſtaken when they declare, that“ no in- 
{tance can be alledged of any veſlel ſeized 


It is remarkable that Governor Bernard, not long before theſe 
letters were made public, expreſſed to a certain gentleman, his 
earneſt wiſh, that the people of this Province could have a fight 
of all his letters to the Miniſtry, being aſſured that they would 

thereby be fully convinced that he was a friend tothe Province 
Indeed be made a declaration to the ſame purpoſe, in one of his 
public ſpeeches to the Houſe of Repreſentatives, Upon the Arri- 
val of the letters however, he diſcovered, as ſome ſay, a certain 
Paleneſs, and complainea of as an hardſhip that bis letters, 

wrote in confidence, ſhould be expoſed to the view of the 


Public,--- A firiking proof of the Baſene/s, as well as the 
Perfidy of his heart! * hgh | 
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or any ſeizure whatever in the town of 
Boſton being reſcued out of the hands of 
the officers, except what took place here on 
the 8th of July inſtant, when a quantity of 
molaſſes (this very molaſſes) having been 
ſeized, was taken away from the officers 
who had charge of it; which unwar- 
rantable proceeding being univerſally con- 
demned, the molaſſes was very ſoon re- 
turned.” As this bafe ſtory was znvented 
and told by Gov. Bernard, with the fole 
intention of caſting an odium upon the 
town, we have reaſon to expect his re- 
tractation of it; or he muſt bear the re- 
proaches of an highly injured community, 
and the juſt cenſures of all impartial men. 
After theſe falſe and injurious aſſertions, he 
thinks it a proper time to acquaint his 
Lordſhip, that the one regiment which he 
had the flattering expectation of, from a 
letter he had received from General Gage, 
ce tho' it might ſecure the caſtle, would not 
be ſufficient to awe the tun; which was 
in effect aſking for more. Thus we ſee 
the means which Governor Bernard and his 
confederates have been inceſſantly uſing to 
accompliſh their deſigns; and ſtrange as it 
may in ſome better times hereafter appear, 
theſe means and theſe very inſtruments at 
length prevailed to introduce a military 
power into this town—A power which 1s 
daily trampling on our laws, contemning 


our religion, and invading the rights both 
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of perſons and property—A power by which 
a truly loyal but long abuſed and highly 

rovoked community, is, not indeed awed, 
Lat diſtrefſed—And were it not for the cer- 
tain advice that our humble and dutiful ſup- 
ec have at length reached the royal 

and, we ſhould be reduced even to a ſtate 
of deſperation ! 

Governor Bernard in his letter to Lord 
Hillſborough of the 16th of September, be- 
gins with acquainting his Lordſhip with 
the prudent methods he took, to communi- 
cate the expectation of the troops gradually, 
for fear of certain ill effects that might a- 
riſe from their ſudden arrival. And no 
wonder that the man who had long been 
repreſenting a whole country as rebels; and 
had been one of the principal inſtruments in 
bringing ſuch a curſe upon it, ſhould at that 
juncture be under ſome apprehenſions of 
danger. In his laſt letter he talks of his 
perſonal courage, and tells Lord Hillſborough, 
that © he did not feel his own firmneſs of 
mind to fail :” he alſo mentions “ the ſp:- 
rited conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor ; 
and with pleaſure aſſures his Lordſhip, that 
* he could depend upon his reſolution and 
ſteadineſs as much as he could upon his cwn;” 
from whence he concludes, that there 
would be no want of a due enforcement of 
the laws to the correction of the preſent 
abuſes:“ - But now he ſeems to be conſcious 
of fear !—Happy was it for him, that he 

Was 
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was in the hands of a people; who attended 
to the dictates of ſound policy, religion and 
loyalty—He firſt opens this matter to one of 
the Council, and tells him, that he had 
rivate advice that troops were ordered hi- 
ther, but that he had no publick orders a- 
bout it himſelf;” and he obferves, that it 
quickly was very thoroughly circulated all 
over the town,” and the faction immediately 
took the alarm.” By this he would inſi- 
nuate that the better ſort of the people, 
and even the generality of the town, were 
well enough pleaſed with it. If the faction 
only took the alarm, the generality of the 
town muſt have been included in the faction: 
for in truth, he had the mortification of 
ſeeing the whole body of the people, ſaving 
his own very few adherents, who were 
properly an implacable faction, thoroughly 
awakened and alarmed at the ſudden ex- 
pectation of a military force, which had 
indeed been often threatned by this faction, 
but few realized it before And now the 
pimps were all immediately ſent out, who 
no doubt were rewarded in proportion to 
their ſucceſs in the buſineſs; and the Go- 
vernor ſoon had intelligence brought to him 
of the converſation of * private companies: 
and that in one “ it was the general opinion 
to raiſe the country and oppoſe the troops; 
in another © it was reſolved to ſurprize and 
take the caſtle,” How ridiculouſly im- 
pertinent muſt he appear in the eyes of 
men 
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men of ſenſe, after all to acquaint his Lord- 
ſhip, that“ he does not relate theſe ac- 
counts as certain facts.“ To what purpoſe 
then did he relate them at all! It ſeems 
that he was full as de/figning, in com- 
municating to Lord Hillſborough, as he 
was in communicating to the people, tho' 
his defigns were different : for the people 
were not to be told the whole that the Go- 
vernor knew to be true; but his Lordſhip 
was to be induced to believe more :— In 
either cafe if the purpoſe could be ſerved, 
ſincerity was out of the queſtion. Uncer- 
tain however as theſe facts were, his Lord- 
ſhip is informed, that they were yet be- 
lieved!“ Strange, as they were ſaid to be 
facts of yeſterday, that no one, after all the 
pains that had been taken, could make them 
certain; and if they were not to be made 
certain, ſtranger ſtill that any in their 
ſenſes ſhould beheve them.—Some men are 
very apt to believe that which they 01 
were true: this no doubt is the preſent 
caſe —And beſides, we are to remember, 
that more than two regiments were wanted 
to awe the town ; and if the Governor could 
boldly ſay, that theſe reports, vague as they 
were, had obtained any credit here, no mat- 
ter by whom believed, they would have ſome 
weight. But he muſt be preſumed to think 
very injudicioufly of the head or the heart of 
a Minter of State, to ſuppoſe that ſuch an 
undigeſted and ridiculous account of a, 
wol 


[4] 
would influence his meaſures. Nothing, 
we ſhould think, but the great candor which 
has ever appeared in Lord Hillſborough to- 
wards Governor Bernard, could have pre- 
vented his ſevereſt cenſure.—But admitting 
they were true, which was by no means the 
caſe, certainly the town 1s not accountable 
for what one of his Excellencies ſpies might 
have overheard in a“ private company. — 
Let us then confider the account the Go- 
yernor gives of the public conduct of the 
town, at a meeting legally called on Mon- 
day, September 12. And firſt he ſays, © at 
the hall the faction appeared ſurrounded with 
all its forces ;”” and an appearance very decent 
at leaſt, it ſeems, they were capable of 
making according to the Governor's account. 
For he tells his Lordſhip, ** a ſet of ſpeeches 
by the chiefs of the faction, and 70 one elſe, 
followed in ſuch order and method, that e- 
very thing both as to matter and order, 
ſeemed to have been preconcerted ;” while 
alas! the © very few principal Gentlemen 
there, the better fort in the Governor's 
eſtimation, appeared as curious, perhaps 
anxious ſpectators ! Where is now the little 
remains of an expiring faction, which he 
had ſo often told the world of? the tone 
is wondertully altered; the body of the 
people are now 7ruly repreſented as united, 
irm and regular in their oppoſition to his 
meaſures, while his own few partizans, who 
jet muſt be ſtiled © the principal gentlemen,” 
though 
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though expecting every moment to be 
« ſurrounded with all Heir forces, appeared 
inquiſitive and anxious for the event! But 
nothing was reſolved upon, ſays the Go. 
vernor, but to put two queſtzons to me, and 
appoint a general committee to conſider 
and report.” The main queſtion to the 
Governor was. Whether he had certain 
expectation of the troops? To which he an- 
ſwered with an artful ambiguity, that he had 
private advice, but no publick orders about 
it. His private advice might have been 
certain; or he might have had authentick 

ublick advice without public orders about 
it, for General Gage was commander in 
chief of the King's forces. Being however 
ſomewhat preſſed by the commit tee who 
waited on him, he diſcovered a duplicity 
for which he has a peculiar talent, and ſaid, 
that he would not have the town certain 
expect the troops; although he then ex- 
pected them himſelf, and fully believed they 
were on their paſſage from Halifax; and in 
this letter to Lord Hillſborough he tells 
him, that it was at that very time his inten- 
tion to communicate theſe expectations of 
them gradually His account of divers 
ſpeeches made in the town meeting 1s as 
_ uncertain, and with regard to ſome of them, 
as untrue, as the intelligence he had re- 
ceived, of the private converſation : cars it 
was carried to him by the fame hands, 3s 


ſome of his principal gentlemen were 1 * 
| 6 
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The reſolves and determinations of this 
meeting, as the Governor ſays, were pub- 
liſhed to the world; and they remain on 
the records of the town that poſterity may 
judge of them. The town has ſeen no rea- 
{on ſince to revoke theſe reſolves, notwith- 
ſtanding they have been ſentenced as“ very 
dangerous reſolves, procured by mad peo- 
ple,“ by ſo exquiſite a judge, in matters 
which regard civi Government, as well as 
ſo polite a gentleman as General Gage. 
The Governor himſelf has been fince reſ- 
pectfully requeſted by the ſelectmen, in be- 
half of the town, to ſhew in what reſpect 
the reſolves and proceedings of this very 
meeting had militated with law; but he de- 
clined it: and we believe he declined it, 
becauſe he was not able to do it. Spirited 
indeed they were, but not too ſpirited for 
the times. When the conſtitution is -H 
ened, the principles of the conſtitution muſt, 
if ever, be aſſerted and ſupported—The 
Governor indeed takes notice of our claim 
to a certain clauſe in the bill of rights as 
* a large ſtride :” but as we are free Britiſh 
ſubjects, we claim all that ſecurity againſt 
arbitrary power, to which we are entitled 


by the law of God and nature, as well as 


the Britiſh conſtitution. And if a ſtanding 
army may not be poſted upon the ſubjects 
in one part of the empire, in a time of 
peace, without their conſent, there can be 
no reaſon why it ſhould in any other ; for 
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all Britiſh ſubjects are or ought to be alik 
iree.--- | 

The Governor in a former letter to Lord 
Hillſborough mentioned, the ſelectmens or- 
tering the arms belonging to the town to 
be brought out and cleaned ; and to make 
ſomething of the ſtory, he told him that 
e they were expoſed ſome hours at the town 
houſe; in this letter he ſays © theſe arms 
were depoſited in cheſts, and laid upon the 
floor of the town hall to remind the people of 
the uſe of them,” Could any one beſides 
Governor Bernard, deſcend to ſo pitiful an 
artifice as to inſinuate that theſe arms were 
cleaned, expoſed to the people, and finally 
laid on the floor of the hall at this juncture, 
to induce his Lordſhip to believe, that zheſe 
were the forces with which the faction ap- 
peared “ ſurrounded,” and that the ſelect- 
men who are the principal City Magiſtrates, 
and the leading part of the town itſelf, 
were actually in the plan which he had juſt 


before mentioned, as concerted in one of 


the private meetings, * to raiſe the country 
and oppole the troops :” and that theſe arms 
depoſited in cheſts were laid on the floor 
of the hall, to“ remind the people of the 
uſe of them,” and inſpirit them for the pur- 
poſe of oppoſing the troops. Whereas the 
ſimple truth of the matter is, theſe arms 
had for many years been depoſited in cheſts 
and laid on the floor of the town hall; but 


the hall itſelf being bunt a few years * 
. | the 
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the arms were ſaved from the rains and car- 
ried to the town houſe: after the hall was 
re-built, the town ordered their removal 
there; and tho” it happened to be done at a 
juncture when the Governor and his con= 
federates talked much of the town's c- 
volting, there was no other thought in the 
minds of any, except the Governor and a 
few more, and it is a queſtion whether even 
he, or they, really thought otherwiſe, but 
to lodge them in their proper and uſual 
place. 
We cannot help taking notice how very 
exact the Governor ſometimes is even in the 
choice of words, in his“ detail of facts“ to 
a Miniſter of ſtate : an inſtance of which 
we have now before us, wherein he men- 
tions to his Lordſhip his incloſing * a blank 
copy of the precept (as he 1s pleaſed to call 
it) which the ſelectmen have uſed,” it is a 
wonder it was not 2/ſued, for that would 
have made it appear more formal, © in call- 
ing together the convention ;” from whence 
he takes occaſion to ſay, it was © a daring 
aſſumption of the royal authority.” Here 
then is the treaſon and miſpriſion of treaſon, 
or a part of it leaſt, about which there has 
been ſuch an eclat of late; for which the 
Governor tells his Lordſhip in his detail of 
the convention, every well-wiſher of the 
Province, of whom he is doubtleſs one, 
* moſt devoutly defires the charter may be 
forfeited“--And ſome of the leaders were 
G2 — 
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to be ſent to England to be tried there.— 
Nay, his Lordſhip, or ſome one of his 
Majeſty's Servants is informed that they ex- 
pected it themſelves; for Commodore Hood 
in one of his ſhort and pithy Epiſtles, fays, 
te they were alarmed, and expected nothing 
leſs than a voyage to England againſt their 
inclinations.” — But his Lordſhip's deep pe- 
netration might have diſcovered that this 
* precept to call a convention”, was nothin 
more than a friendly circular letter to the 
ſelectmen of the ſeveral towns in the 
Province, deiring them to propoſe to their 
reſpective towns the ſending Committees, 
to join with thoſe of the town of Boſton, 
in conſulting meaſures to promote peace 
and good order : which was ſo far from an 
aſſumption of the royal authority, that it 
aſſumed not the leaſt ſhadow of any au- 
tbority whatever—This very innocent mea- 
ſure of the town in “ calling together a 
convention”, as the Governor expreſſes it, 
which he ſo highly cenſures, and upon the 
promoters of which he loudly calls for the 
national vengeance, was moſt certainly at- 
tended with all the happy effects for which 
it was propoted : for the general fentiments 
of the Province were thereby collected, 
which could not otherwiſe have been done ; 
the Governor having arbitrarily diſſolved 
the General Aſſembly, and politively re- 
fuſed to call another, againſt the dutiful 
petition of the convention itfelf, as well as 


of 
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of the town, even before they propoſed or 
thought of it—The ſeveral towns having 
the opportunity of conferring together by 
their Committees, had the ſame effects 
which followed a certain circular letter 
which formerly ſo perplexed his Excellency; 
for the people became the more united in 
the meaſures proper to be taken for the 
preſervation of their common rights at ſo 
critical and alarming a juncture. And tho' 
the Governor ſays “ at the fountain head it 
was intended to provoke reſentment,” yet 
to this very meaſure has been imputed, in 
ſome ſmall degree at leaſt, whether juſtly 
or not, it becomes not this town to ſay, 
that prudence as well as firmneſs and per- 
ſeverance in the cauſe of liberty, of which 
it is hoped this country will forever avail it- 
felf, Even Governor Bernard cannot but 
own, that the convention diſcovered © mo- 
deration” and © a temperate conduct,“ 
which is far from being inconſiſtent with 
true fortitude : but he is not willing that 
the town of Boſton ſhould “ fume the 
merit of it.” They are very far from a 
diſpoſition thus to aſſume : they are content 
to have that ſhare of merit which their be- 
loved countrymen are willing they ſhould | 
have. And tho' he would inſinuate to his 
Lordſhip with his uſual cunning, that there 
was at the convention an eſſential difference 
of ſentiments between the town and the 
country; and that © many of the deputies 
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came down with a diſpoſition and inſtru. 
ions to prevent the Boſtoners (as he elegantly 
expreſſes himſelf) involving the province in 
the conſequences of their own mad devices” 
and that many of them “ were from the 
beginning ſenſible of the impropriety and 
danger of this proceeding ;”) his Lordſhip, 
as * they printed what they did, hs 
doubt been fince convinced, that they 
were united in their ſentiments of the com- 
mon cauſe. 

But this very peaceable propoſal, the 
Governor thinks, exceeded the © Great Re- 
bellion when it was at the higheſt, and the 
confufion ariſing therefrom moſt urgent for 
ſome extraordinary meaſures.” Here is the 
burden of the ſong—extraordinary meaſures ! 
And ſurely his Lordſhip muſt propoſe ſome 
very extraordinary meaſures to chaſtiſe a 
greater than the Great Rebellion, even when 
it was at the higheſt. —Not content with 
pouring forth this torrent of zeal, the Go- 
vernor {till preſſes upon his Lordſhip ; and 
aſſures him, that“ unleſs it is prevented by 
ſome power from without, not only the 
Crown officers will be excluded,” but“ every 
ingredient of royalty” in the Government of 
the province will be totally deſtroyed 
What rhetorick ! to arreſt his Lordſhip's at- 
tention, and hurry him on to conclude with 
the Governor, that“ the force already or- 
dered by General Gage, viz. two regiments, 
will not be ſufficient.“ In order ſtill to 
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heighten the ideas of an intended rebellion, 
the Governor adds,“ it is now a great queſ- 
tion whether the King's troops will be ſui- 
fered to enter the town or not.“ And 
« the deſign againſt the caſtle is now ſo well 
known, that it is probable that the very 
names of the people who were enrolled for 
that ſervice to the number of five hundred, 
or of the chiefs of them will be diſcovered.” 
It is pretty remarkable, the Governor in the 
former part of this letter informed his Lord- 
ſhip, that he did not relate 7b:s very ac- 
count as a certain fact; his ſpies muſt then 
make very quick rotations, and the intelli- 
gence flow in very faſt, to be ſo well aſſured 
of it before he concluded ; or the Governor 
muſt be ſo unfortunate, perhaps not having 
time in the multiplicity of his affairs, to 
keep a regular Dzary, as to forget what he 
had wrote, and as we every now and then 
find it happens, in the © overflowings” of 
his zeal, to be inconſiſtent with himſelf. 

It would be an endleſs taſk to take par- 
ticular notice of every falſe and injurious re- 
preſentation contained in theſe voluminous 
letters,”* No one can read them without 


being 


In leed it might be ſaid, he avbole World would not contain 
all the remarks that might be juſtly made upon them. 
One inſtance however ſeems to have been overlooked by the 
Town; and as it is an inftance of importance, it is 
hoped, its being noticed in the margin, will not be thought 
amiſs, The Governor, after having prevailed upon the 
Council, at a very thin Board, and by the majority of ene 
out of only eleven gentlemen preſent, to adviſe to the 
clearing the Manufactory-hou.e in Boſton, for the recep- 

tion 
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being aſtoniſhed, at ſeeing a perſon in ſo 
important a department as Governor Ber- 
| nard 


tion of a part of the two Iriſh regiments then expected; in 
his letter to Lord Hillſborough of Nov. 1ſt, he gives him 
an account of the ſteps he had ordered for the removal 
of the families out of the houſe. And it ſeems, that the 
Governor, by a power which he had af/iumed, appointed 
the Sheriff and two of his deputies, Bailiffs for the Go- 
vernor and Council, for the purpoſe : theſe families, how- 
Ever, reſuſed to ſubmit to /uch authority, even though the 
Chief Juſtice himſelf conde/cended to go with the Sheriff, 
and adviſed them to give up the houſe. The Sheriff, u 
on the third attempt ſays the Governor, “ finding the 
window open, entered ; upon which the people gathered 
about him and ſhut him up; he then made a fignal, to an 
officer who was without, who brought à party of ſoldiers, 
who took poſſeſſion of the yard of the building, and re- 
lieved the Sheriff from his confinement”—This is the Go- 
wernor's account of the matter; but others give a very 
different account of it, and ſay that the Sheriff attempted 
a forceable entry, and was reſiſted by the people within the 
houſe ; and by them only certain it is, that one of them 
commenced an action of treſpaſs againſt the Sheriff; but 
what became of the action the records of the court of Com- 
mon Pleas will beſt ſhow : it 1s alſo certain that an offi- 
cer, a Military officer, who was without and at hand ; and 
upon a ſignal from the ſheriff, brought a party of ſoldiers, 
the whole regiment being then encamped in ſight on the 
Common; and the /o/djers (not the inhabitants as the Go- 
vernor aflerts) “ kept the houſe blockaded all that day 
and beſt part of the next.“ It is further certain, and it 
may be atteſted by the oaths of divers perſons of credit, 
that offers were made to the Sheriff, of ſufficient aid in the 
legal execution of his office, if he would diſmiſs the troops; 
illegal ſteps being at the ſame time excepted againſt, — 
Great numbers of people during He ſiege, as it may be pro- 
perly called, were collected in the ſtreet, which is as ſpacious 
as in any part of the Town, but the Governor owns they 
did no miſchief: he indeed repreſents it in his uſual manner, 
as a GREAT MOB embed with ſome of the chiefs of the faction, 
intimating thereby, as in his former letters, an intended in- 
ſurrection:“ the General on the other hand ſays, the mat- 
ter © occaſioned a little diſturbance of no conſequence ;”? but 


takes care to add, that it ſerved to ſhow a moſt obſti- 
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nard ſuſtained, deſcending in his letters to a 
Miniſter of ſtate, to ſuch trifling circum- 
ſtances, and ſuch ſlanderous chit-chat : boaſt- 


nate ſpirit of oppoſition to every meaſure of Government.“ 
The Governor further ſays, the inhabitants“ were very 
abuſive to the ſoldiers.” The contrary is moſt certainly 

and notoriouſly true. He ſays alſo, that the ſoldiers 
were withdrawn on the evening of the ſecond day :” fo 
far is this from truth, that the guard of ſoldiers, to whoſe 
cuſtody the Sheriff committed the cellar of the houſe, 
which he had got the poſſeſſion of, kept their poſt a much 
longer time ; and application was made, to divers of his 
Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, for their removal, by the 
force of law, near three weeks after. And again the Go- 
vernor ſays, that this building was kept filled with the 
- outcaſt of the Workhouſe, to prevent its being uſed for 
the accommodation of the King's troops ;?? which is con- 
tradicted by he oaths of all the overſeers of the poor, who 
muſt have known it if it had been true, for the care and 
government of the Workhouſe is by law veſted in them. 
The truth is, the people gathered upon this extraordinary 
occaſion, but were very peaceable ; ſome few it may be to 
carry intelligence to the Governor, but by far the greater 
part, from a juſt abhorrence of this mea/ure of Government, 
to borrow the general expreſſion, and an anxiety for the 
event of this fir/? open and avowed effort of Military Ty- 

RANNY! The Governor declares, that the Council, who 
were alarmed at the violence of this proceeding, muſt 
have known that the entry could not have been made 
without force ;** and he ſufficiently explains what fort 
force he meant, in the reaſon he gives, why the ſoldiers 
were withdrawn for that time, which was, becauſe „ the 
building was not immediately wanted,” che Iriſh regi · 
ments, for whom it was deſigned, as was pretended, not 
being yet arrived. Perhaps the Governor gives this cir- 
cumftantial account to his Lordſhip to confirm what he had 
before ſaid, that . two regiments were not ſufficient to 
AWE THE Town !—— This attack upon the ſecurity of 
E s dawelling-houſes, was as violent as has ever been 

now even under the moſt Je/patick Governments, tho“ 
happily it proved unſucceſsful. This is one of the bright 
glories of BERNarD's adminiſtration : he, who with fo 
much readine/s and exact propriety afforded the aid of his 
advice, and PREjJUDG'D the matter, claims, however, 
his ſhare in the annals of fame. 


H ing, 
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tion of a part of the two Iriſh regiments then expected; in 
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of the families out of the houſe. And it ſeems, that the 
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window open, entered ; upon which the people gathered 
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vernor's account of the matter; but others give a very 
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houſe ; and by them only certain it is, that one of them 
commenced an action of treſpaſs againſt the Sheriff; but 
what became of the action the records of the court of Com- 
mon Pleas will beſt ſhow : it 1s alſo certain that an offi- 
cer, a Military officer, who was without and at hand ; and 
upon a ſignal from the ſheriff, brought a party of ſoldiers, 
the whole regiment being then encamped in ſight on the 
Common; and the /o/dzers (not the inhabitants as the Go- 
vernor aſſerts) „ kept the houſe blockaded all that day 
and beſt part of the next.“ It is further certain, and it 
may be atteſted by the oaths of divers perſons of credit, 
that offers were made to the Sheriff, of ſufficient aid in the 
legal execution of his office, if he would diſmiſs the troops; 
illegal ſteps being at the ſame time excepted againſt, — 
Great numbers of people during He ſiege, as it may be pro- 
perly called, were collected in the ſtreet, which is as ſpacious 
as in any part of the Town, but the Governor owns they 
did no miſchief: he indeed repreſents it in his uſual manner, 
asa GREAT MOB afſembled with ſome of the chiefs of the faction, 
intimating thereby, as in his former letters, an intended in- 
ſurrection:“ the General on the other hand ſays, the mat- 
ter © occaſioned a little diſturbance of no conſequence z*? but 
takes care to add, that. it ſerved to ſhow a moſt obſti- 
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b The Governor further ſays, the inhabitants were very 
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and notoriouſly true. He ſays alſo, that © the ſoldiers 
; were withdrawn on the evening of the ſecond day :” ſo 
| far is this from truth, that the guard of ſoldiers, to whoſe 
cuſtody the Sheriff committed the cellar of the houſe, 
which he had got the poſſeſſion of, kept their poſt a much 
longer time ; and application was made, to divers of his 
Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, for their removal, by the 
force of law, near three weeks after. And again the Go- 
vernor ſays, that this building was kept filled with the 
; outcaſt of the Workhouſe, to prevent its being uſed for 
the accommodation of the King's troops; which is con- 
tradicted by the oaths of all the overſeers of the poor, who 
muſt have known it if it had been true, for the care and 
government of the Workhouſe is by law veſted in them. 
'The truth is, the people gathered upon this extraordinary 
occaſion, but were very peaceable ; ſome few it may be to 
carry intelligence to the Governor, but by far the greater 
part, from a juſt abhorrence of this megſure of Government, 
to borrow the general expreſſion, and an anxiety for the 
event of this fir/? open and avowed effort of Military Tr- 
RANNY! The Governor declares, that the Council, who 
were alarmed at the violence of this proceeding, muſt 
have known that the entry ©* could not have been made 
without force ;?* and he ſufficiently explains what fort « 
Force he meant, in the reaſon he gives, why the ſoldiers 
were withdrawn for that time, which was, Siva» ce the 
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now even under the moſt Je/potick Governments, tho' 
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H ing, 
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ing, as he does in one of his letters, of hi 
over-reaching thoſe with whom he was tranſ- 
acting publick buſineſs; and in order to 
prejudice the moſt reſpectable bodies, meanly 
filching from individuals belonging to thoſe 
bodies, what had been dropped in the courſe 
of bulineſs or debate: pray, every 
idle report brought to him, and in ſhort 
acting the part of a pimp rather than a Go- 
vernor. As theſe letters, being now made 
public, will be a monument of diſgrace 10 
bia, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that any ho- 
nor can be derived from them, to thoſe great 
men to whom they were addreſſed. 

Notwithſtanding the town have been o- 
bliged in juſtice to themſelves, to ſay thus 
much in their own vindication, we ſhould 
yet be glad, that the ancient and happy u- 
nion between Great- Britain and this country, 
which Governor Bernard has ſo induſtriouſly 
laboured to interrupt, might be reſtored. 
Some have indeed flattered themſelves with 
the proſpect of it; as intelligence is ſaid to 
have been received from adminiſtration, that 
all the revenue acts would be repealed: but as 
it fince appears by Lord Hilliborough's own 
account, that nothing more is intended, 
than the taking off the duties on paper, 
glaſs, and Painter's colours, upon commer- 
cial principles only ; if that 1s all, it will 
not give ſatisfaction : it will not even re- 
lieve the trade from the burdens it labours 

under; much leſs will it remove the * 
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33 


of diſcontent, which runs through the con- 
tinent, upon much higher principles. Their 
rights are invaded by theſe acts; therefore 
untill they are 4 repealed, the cauſe of 
their juſt complaints cannot be removed ; 
In ſhort, the grievances which lie heavil 

upon us, we ſhall never think redreſſed, 
till every af, paſſed by the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment for the expreſs purpoſe of raiſing a 
revenue upon us without our conſent, is re- 
pealed ; till the American board of Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms is diſſolved; the 
troops recalled, and things are reſtored 
to the ſtate they were in before the late ex- 
traordinary meaſures of adminiſtration took 
lace. 

Beſides theſe letters of Governor Bernard, 
we find others written by General Gage, 
and Commodore Hood. And we cannot 
but obſerve, that although both theſe gen- 
tlemen were perfect ſtrangers in the town, 
they have yet taken ſuch extraordinary free- 
doms, and the general in particular has 
wrote in ſuch a poſitive ſtrain, as muſt un- 
avoidably give high diſguſt to every reader 
of candor and impartiality. If theſe gen- 
tlemen received the character of the town, 
or of any of its individuals, from Governor 
Bernard, as we are ready to think they did, 
they muſt have been long before convinced, 
if they knew any thing at all of the ſtate of 
the town, that the Governor was too deep- 
ly intereſted in miſrepreſenting, to be credited 
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in a point of that importance; and there- 
fore common juſtice would have dictated a 
ſuſpenſion of their publick teſtimony to the 
prejudice of a community, till they could 
have had the opportunity of doing it upon 
impartial enquiry, or their own obſervation— 
The General ſeems to have early 1mbibed 
ſome ſort of prejudice againſt a town, that 
had been before prejudiced in his favour : 
for the Governor in one of his letters to 
Lord Hillſborough acquaints him, that the 
General © had ſent Capt. Montreſor from 
New-York, to aſſiſt the forces as Engineer, 
and enable them to RECOVER and main- 
tain the caſtle, and ſuch other poſts as they 
could ſecure, upon intelligence that the 
people in and about Boſton had revolted.. 
Now even the Gov. himſelf declares this to 
be a miſtake, and ſays that things were not 
quite *© ſo bad as that came to.”—As there 
are two conſtant and regular poſts between 
this town and New-York, each of which 
carries intelligence from the one to the 
other in the courſe of a week; and more 
eſpecially as he might reaſonably expe& 
authentick accounts of a matter of ſuch 
importance, by expreſs in a ſhorter time; it 
1s {trange, if the General's mind was un- 
biaſſed, that he ſhould fo ſtrongly rely upon 
private advice, as to form his meaſures from 
them, which the Governor aſſerts.—It was 
a meaſure of importance, as it ifſued, to 
the town: for Col. Dalrymple who _ 
the 
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the command of the regiments, from the 
authority of theſe new orders, as the Governor 
declares, tho't proper to alter the plan, which 
was to land only one, and landed both the 
regiments in Boſton without loſs of time. 
Perhaps it was under the impreſſion of theſe 
private advices, and © the narrative of the 
proceedings of the town=-meeting,” which 
the Governor alſo mentions as influential on 
the General's meaſures, and which poſſibly 
was a narrative of the Governor's own writ 
ing, that ſo wrought upon the General's 
imagination, as to induce him to give his 
opinion to his Lordſhip, that the“ inten- 
tions of the town were ſuſpicious, and that 
he was happy the troops from Halifax ar- 
rived at the time they did!” "Theſe and 
many ſuch like unproveked expreſſions are to 
be found in the letters of both theſe gentle- 
men, and eſpecially the General's ; but as 
they partake of a full portion of the ſpirit 
of Governor Bernard's, and as the ſenſe of 
this Province fully appears in the late ſpirit- 
ed reſolves of the houſe of repreſentatives, 
we ſhall avoid troubling the publick with 
particular remarks upon them, and to bor- 
row an expreſſion of great authority, © treat. 
them with the contempt they deſerve.” 
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The Town of BOSTON, at their Meeting 
beforementioned, came into the following Re- 
ſolutions, viz. 


RESOLVED, that the letters and me- 
mortals of Governor Bernard and the Com- 
miflioners of the cuſtoms in America, tranſ- 
mitted by them reſpectively to his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, and laid before the Parliament 
of Great-Britain, authentick copies of 
which are now before this town; had a 
tendency to deceive the Miniſtry, and lead 
them unavoidably to miſinform his Ma- 
jeſty, with regard to the affections and 
Loyalty of his American Subjects in ge- 
neral: and that the ſaid Governor Bernard 
and the Commifhoners have particularly, in 
their letters and memorials before-mention- 
ed, diſcovered an implacable enmity to this 
town, and the moſt virulent endeavours to 
traduce it even to his Majeſty himſelf ; by 
means whereof the inhabitants very ſenſibly 
feel the diſpleaſure of their Gracious Sove- 
reign, — 

RESOLVED, that this town have reaſon 
to rejoice in the meaſure taken by the ho- 
norable houſe of Repreſentatives, in the laſt 
ſeſſion of the General Aſſembly; by ſo 
ſeaſonably preferring their dutiful and loyal 
petition to his Majeſty, for the removal of 


Governor Bernard for ever from the Govern- 
ment 
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ment of this Province: and the town take 
this opportunity to expreſs their moſt ardent 
wiſh, that the prayer of ſaid petition to his 
Majeſty may be graciouſly heard and 
granted. | 

RESOLVED, that General Gage and 
Commodore Hood in their ſeveral letters to 
his Majeſty's Miniſters and ſervants, authen- 
tick copies of which are now before this 
town, have diſcovered an unreaſonable preju- 
dice againſt the town. And the General 
in particular, in declaring in his letter to the 
right Hon. the Earl of Hillſborough, one of 
his Majeſty's Secretaries of State, that“ in 
truth there was very little Government in 
Boſton; and in making uſe of other ex- 
preſſions alike ſevere has done great injuſtice 
to the town, and an irreparable injury, 
And it 1s moreover the opinion of the town, 
that the readrneſs he has diſcovered to re- 
ceive unfavorable impreſſions of it, and the 
publick teſtimony he was prevailed upon to 
bear againſt it, before he could have time 
to make an impartial enquiry, betrayed a 
want of candor unbecoming his ſtation and 
character. 

RESOLVED, that many of the letters 


and memorials aforeſaid are falſe, ſcanda- 


lous, and infamous libels upon-the inhabit- 
ants of this Town, Province and Continent, 
of the moſt virulent and malicious, as well 
as dangerous and pernicious tendency : and 

taat 
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that the ſelectmen be and hereby are direct- 
ed to apply and complain to proper authority, 
that the wicked authors of thoſe incendiary 
libels, may be with according to 


law, and brought to condign puniſhment. 
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Several Acts of PaRLIAMENT, &c. 


— HE repreſentative body of this people 
having very fully and repeatedly re- 


monſtrated againſt theſe acts, as un- 
conſtitutional, and as infringing the rights and 
privileges of the ſubject, it is unneceſſary to 
add any thing upon that head; but we ſhall 


confine our remarks to ſuch parts of theſe acts | 


as affect the trading intereſt. 
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By theſe acts certain rates and duties are im- 
poſed on molaſſes, ſugars, wine, tea, glaſs, 
paper, and many other articles commonly im- 
ported into the Britiſh colonies in America, 
and ſeveral leading articles which procured re- 
mittances to Great-Britain, are now either 
brought into the claſs of enumerated articles, 
or ſubjected to the duty, riſque and expence 
of being landed in Great-Britain; which em- 
barraſſments on the trade of the colonies muſt 
greatly diminith, if not wholly deſtroy, ſe- 
veral branches of it, and ſo far leſſen the de- 
mand for Britiſh manufactures, great quantities 
of which are annually imported into this pro- 
vince (more than the amount of our exports to 
Great-Britain) for the payment of which we 
depend not only upon what is produced among 
ourſelves, but alſo upon, what is caught out of 
the ſea, or is obtained by a circuity of com- 
merce abroad. Jo collect this revenue the 
government is at a very great expence, equal 
at leaſt (and, including the charge of men of 
war and cutters to guard the coaſt, vaſtly ſu- 
perior) to all the revenue that could be col- 
lected, had our trade been as extenſive as it 


SY was 


w 


— — — 


ay. 
was before thoſe acts were made; which is 


not the caſe now, and never will be, while 
they remain in force. 


$ 


One principal branch of the trade of this 
province is the fiſhery carried on to the Banks, 
in which there are upwards of three hundred 
veſſels employ'd, beſides a great number of 
boats in the Bay, and about ninety fail in the 
mackarel fiſhery. The amount the fiſh theſe 
veſſels cure, with the pickled fiſh and liver oil, 
is upwards of one hundred and ſixiy thouſand 
pounds ſterling per annum: about two-fifths of 
the Bank fiſh turns out merchantable, and is 
ſent to Spain, Portugal and Italy, and the nett 
proceeds remitted to Great- Britain; the other 
three- fifths, being unfit for any market in 
Europe, is ſent with the pickled fiſh and 
mackarel to the iſlands in the Weſt-Indies; 
And as the Engliſh iſlands do not conſume 
more than is made by the boats in the Bay, 
being about one-fifth, and one-fourth of the 
mackarel and pickled fiſh, the remaining two- 
fifths made by the Bankers, together with 
three quarters of the mackarel and pickled 
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fiſh, is carried to the French and other foreign 
iſlands, in return for which we receive mo- 
laſſes arid ſome ordinary ſugars.—This valuable 
branch of our trade, the filhery, almoſt, if not 
wholly, depends on our trade to the foreign 
iſlands in the Weſt-Indies—As we cannot 
cure fiſh for the European markets ſeparate 
from the other ſort ſent there, and as'we have 
no other market for what is made by the 
Bankers, it will be loſt if not ſent to the fo- 
reign iſlands, and this loſs muſt entirely de- 
ſtroy the whole Bank fiſhery. 


Another conſiderable branch of the trade of 
this province is lumber of all kinds, alſo pro- 
viſions, horſes, and many other articles ſuitable 
for the Weſt-India markets, in which trade 
there are -upwards of an hundred and eighty 
veſſels annually employed, moſt of which 
make two voyages in a year: Theſe veſſels call 
firſt at the Engliſh iſlands, and when they are 
fupplied, the remainder is carried to the foreign 
iſlands.—A quantity of oak timber, ſtaves, and 
other lumber is ſent to Ireland, ſome to Ma- 
deira and the Weſtern Iſlands, to purchaſe 
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wines, and ſome few cargoes are ſent to Spain, 
Portugal and England, but none to any foreign 
port to the northward of Cape Finiſter.— The 
firſt coſt of theſe cargoes of lumber being very 
ſmall, the whole profits are not more than a 
bate freight for the veſſels ; but this freight is 
a great encouragement to ſhip-building, which 
is another confiderable branch of trade in this 


province, wherein there have been upwards of 


three hundred fail built in a year, before the 
late embarraſſments were laid on the trade, 
ſince which this number has been reduced at 
leaſt two-thirds, and the tradeſmen formerly 
employ'd in this branch of buſineſs are now 
obliged to procure a livelihood in ſome manu- 
facture, or ſtarve. Some of theſe ſhips went 
directly to Europe with fiſh, oil, pot and pearl 
aſh, naval ſtores and lumber, but the greateſt 
part went to the Weſt-Indies with lumber, 
fiſh, and other articles of our produce, the 
proceeds of which, with the freights from 
thence to England, together with the veflels, 
were remitfed to Great-Britain, to pay for the 
goods we received from thence; and, by 
having timber plenty, and building ſo many 

veſſels, 
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veſſels, we became carriers for other parts of 
America, Beſides the trade to the Weſt-Indies, 
many of our ſhips formerly went to Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, where they carried 
large quantities of rum, to purchaſe rice, to- 
bacco and naval ſtores, and took in freight for 
Great - Britain, where the proceeds of the 
whole (and indeed of all our trade) centers, 


Another conſiderable branch of our trade is 
that carried on to Africa, where we ſend large 
quantities of New-England rum, not only for 
our own trade, but to ſupply the traders in 
ſhips from Great-Britain, with whom we ex- 
change this commodity for other European 
articles brought out by them ſuitable for that 
trade, 'by means of which they are enabled to 
carry on their trade to greater advantage than 
they would otherwiſe do without this neceſſary 
article And as the ſlaves purchaſed there are 
chiefly ſold in the Weſt- Indies for bills on 
London, the proceeds of this trade conſe- 
guently are remitted to Great- Britain. 


All 
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All theſe ſeyeral branches of trade are greatly 
obſtructed by the duties impoſed, and the re- 
ſtrictions to which they are ſubjected by the 
aforementioned acts. — The duty on molaſſes, 
tho reduced to one penny per gallon, which at 
firſt ſight may appear but ſmall, yet, as it is 
one tenth part of the value (when brought to 
market) is really large, and will be a diſcou- 
ragement to a trade which has inſinuated itſelf 
into, and is a great ſpring to every branch of 
buſineſs among us.—The fiſhery, the lumber 
trade and ſhip-building, are greatly promoted 
by the importation of molaſſes, and diſtilling 
it into rum, and the trade to Africa wholly 
depends on this article; ſo that any act which 
hath a tendency to obſtruct the importation of 
molaſſes, muſt be prejudicial to Great Britain. 

The former acts, impoſing duties on mo- 
laſſes, were intended only as a regulation of 
trade, and to encourage our own iſlands, and 
the duty was only on foreign molaſſes; but 
by theſe acts it is impoſed on all molaſſes, 


and expreſsly * the pee of 20 a re- 
venue. 


The 
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The duty of five ſhillings per hundred on 
brown, and twenty-two ſhillings on white 
ſugars, is a great burden on our trade to the 
foreign iſlands: If we confine ourſelves to 
molaſſes, a ſufficient return d cargo cannot al- 
ways be obtained; and the afareſaid dutics 
upon ſugars are fo heavy, as to render the im- 
port of them ſo unprofitable, that we cannot 
purſue a trade by which we diſpoſed of the ſu. 
perfluous produce of our country. 


By theſe acts we are reſtrained from export- 
ing ſugars to a foreign market, without firſt 
landing them in Great-Britain, or obtaining a 
licence from thence to carry them directly to a 
foreign market. If we go firft to Great- 
Britain, and land them there, it will prove ſo 
expenſive, by the delay and charges of un- 
loading and refhipping, and alſo of a double 
freight and infurance, that the trade cannot be 
carried on to any advantage, eſpecially in a 
time of war, —If we carry theſe ſugars directly 
to a foreign market, by licence from Great- 
Britain, the difficulties and embarraſſments are 
ſill greater, as the veſſel in which any ſugars 


are 
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are to be ſhipt muſt firſt go to Great-Britain, 
and the maſter enter into bonds there, before 
a licence can be procured, during which the 
ſugars are to remain in the King's ſtores here ; 
and after they are delivered in a foreign port, 
the veſſel muſt return to Great-Britain to can- 
cel the bonds, before ſhe can proceed on any 
other voyage.—Tho' the liberty granted to 
carry theſe ſugars directly to foreign ports by 
licence, might be intended as an encourage- 
ment to the trade, the regulations and re- 
ſtrictions are ſuch as will effectually defeat 
this very deſign: Whereas, if we were al- 
lowed to export theſe ſugars (after being 
ſtored here under the care of cuſtom-houſe 
officers) to foreign markets in our own veſ- 
ſels, free of duty, it would encourage the 
bringing them here, and in time might be- 
come a very conſiderable branch of trade; 
and in particular would enable us to employ 
our fiſh-ſhips to better advantage, as they 
carry no fiſh between decks, and conſequently 
might be partly laden with ſugars. But under 
the preſent regulations, none will ever be 
brought here in order to be exported to a fo- 


C reign 
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reign market in Europe, either in our own 
veſſels or any other. 


Here it may be proper to obſerve, that 
ſhould we be allowed the free importation of 
foreign ſugars, even for own conſumption, the 
trade of Great-Britain would not be injured, 
but greatly benefitted ; for in this caſe, more 
of the ſugars made in the Engliſh iflands 
might be carried to Great-Britain, and what 
they did not conſume would be exported from 
thence to foreign markets, which would em- 
ploy a greater number of ſhips, and thereby 
increaſe the commerce of Great-Britain, with- 
out leflening that of the colonies—and all the 
ſugars we procured from the French iſlands, 
and carried to foreign markets in Europe 
muſt neceſſarily leflen their navigation, and 
increaſe that of Great-Britain. 


Formerly we made confiderable remittances 
to Great-Britain with ſugars, the produce of 
the Engliſh iſlands, which we received in re- 
turn for our own produce fold there: But by 
the act of the 6th of his preſent Majeſty, we 
. + find 


En 

find ſuch a diſtinction made in favour of our 
fellow ſubjects in the iſlands, that while they 
may import Britiſh plantation ſugars into 
Great-Britain as ſuch, that which is imported 
from North-America muſt be deemed French; 

by which means we are cut off from an article 
of export which hath been heretofore conſi- 


derable, and might be ſo ſtill, were it not for 
this regulation. | 


| Logwood and mahogany have been, by a 
circuity of trade, the means of large remit- 
tances to Great-Britain—theſe we have ob- 
tained by ſmall cargoes of proviſions produced 
among ourſelves, together with ſome Britiſh 
manufactures, by which many of our veſſels 
have been employ'd; but now, by being 
obliged to carry them firſt to England, ſuch 
heavy expences will be incurred, by reaſon of 
their bulk, and the ſmallneſs of their value, 
as muſt put an end to this branch of buſineſs, 
and conſequently the trade muſt fall into the 
hands of foreigners. 
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The reaſons given for theſe regulations, as 
mentioned in the a& of the 6th of George 
the Third, were © the more effeQtually to 
« prevent enumerated goods being privately 
* carried from the Britiſh colonies, into fo- 
© reign parts of Europe, in veſſels that 
« clear'd out with non-enumerated goods; 
ct and alſo to prevent the clandeſtine impor- 
te tation of foreign European goods into faid 
e Britiſh colonies.” Upon the firſt of theſe 
reaſons we would obſerve, that the great care 
and vigilance of the cuſtom-houſe officers here 
might anſwer the purpoſe, and effectually 
prevent any ſuch enumerated goods from 
being exported to foreign parts.—-With re- 
ſpe& to the ſecond, it is difficult to conceive 
how the obliging a veſſel to ſtop at England, 
upon an outward-bound voyage, can have 
any influence in preventing the importation 
of illicit goods upon her return, eſpecially 
when ſufficient care was before taken to pre- 
vent ſuch illicit importation, by obliging all 
veſſels that have any foreign goods on board, 
to ſtop at Great-Britain on their return. 


Another 
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Another great embarraſſment to the trade 
of the colonies, is the multiplicity of bonds 
required by the aforeſaid acts of his preſent 
Majeſty, in addition to the bond for enu- 
merated goods, required by an act made in 
the 12th year of the reign of Charles the 
Second, the condition of which bond is, 
That ſuch enumerated goods ſhall be landed 
either in Great- Britain, or ſome part of his 
| Majeſty's dominions : And by an act of the 
4th of George the Third, coffee, piemento, 
cocoa, hides, ſkins, pot and pearl aſh, and 
ſeveral other articles, are added to the liſt of 
enumerated goods — beſides which, no maſter 
of a veſſel is allowed to take in any non» 
enumerated goods, without firſt giving an- 
other bond, with one ſurety, the condition of 
which is, That none of faid non-enumerated 
goods ſhall be landed in any port of Europe 
to the northward of Cape Finiſterre, except 
in Great-Britain ; by which we are excluded 
from carrying even non-enumerated goods to 
Ireland, without firſt calling at ſome port in 
Great-Britain. It any iron, or lumber, are 
laden on board any veſſel, the maſter muſk 


give 
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give a third bond, on the ſame condition as 
that required for non-enumerated goods ; and 
in caſe any rum is laden on board, a fourth 
bond is required, the condition of which is, 
That ſuch Rum ſhall not be landed in the Iſle 
of Man, | 


Theſe bonds the officers of the cuſtoms, in 
this port, require for all veſſels loading any 
of theſe articles, not only for ſuch as are 
going to Europe, the Weſt-Indies, and other 
colonies on the continent, but even for 
coaſters going from one town to another in 
the ſame province, and ſometimes for veſſels 
under twenty tons, going to another, town 
within the diſtrict of the ſame cuſtom-houſe 
where the bonds are given; ſo that no lum- 
ber can be brought from the place of its 
growth, in the eaſtern parts of this province, 
to this, or any other market, for exportation, 
until ſuch bond is given, though no cuſtom- 
| houſe officer reſide within forty or fifty, and 
ſometimes one hundred . miles of the place 
where the coaſter takes in his lumber : This 
is a very great embarraſſment to the trade of 

Es this 
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this province, in which there are a great 
number of veſſels employ'd in the coaſting 
buſineſs, and upwards of one thouſand ſail 
are annually enter'd and cleared at the ſeveral 
offices. This reſtriction appears the more un- 
accountable, as it is not known that one 
ſingle veſſel ever carried a cargo of lumber to 
any foreign port to the northward of Cape 
Finiſterre. Had ſuch a trade formerly been 
carried on, the coaſting veſſels are not ca- 
pable of proſecuting ſuch a voyage, and the 
charge of theſe bonds, and certificates to can- 
cel them, amount annually to a very large 
ſum.— Beſides theſe ſeveral bonds, every 
maſter of a veſſel, even a coaſter, is obliged 
to take out a ſufferance and cocket for every 
article laden on board ; and in caſe he takes 
in any goods for which bond is required, he 
muſt have a certificate from the collector, of 
his having given bond for thoſe articles; and 
in caſe he neglects taking ſuch certificate, not 
only the goods for which bonds are required, 
but even the veſſel and the reſt of the cargo, 
are forfeited. This has been ſeverely felt by 
ſome Traders here, who have loſt both veſſel 
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and cargo, to a very conſiderable value, only 
for want of ſuch certificate, tho' the cocket 
for thoſe goods mentioned that bonds were 
taken; but the certificate was either miſlaid, 
or never delivered by the colle&or.— The 
ſareties in theſe bonds are likewiſe greatly 
expoſed, ſhould the maſter negle& to ſend a 
certificate of the landing the goods for which 
he has given bonds, or ſhould the collector 
refuſe or diſapprove of the certificate he may 
ſend, as being improper (tho' there ſhould be 
no reaſon to ſuſpe& the goods were carried to 
any port they were excluded from) the ſure- 
ties may be proſecuted in the court of ad- 
miralty, and obliged to pay conſiderable 
coſts at leaſt, if not the whole penalty, as 
has heretofore been experienced in that 
court, and is ſuch an inſupportable burden 


on trade, as will prevent many from engaging 
in it. ö | 


Before a cocket can be taken out for any 
goods, and ſome even of Britiſh manufacture, 
oath muſt be made, when, by whom, and in 
what veſſel, the article intended to be ex- 

ported 
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ported was imported: This, in many caſes, 
is impoſſible, and will prevent ſome towns 
from being ſupply'd with ſuch goods as they 


want, and induce others to ſet up manufac- 
tures of their own, and thereby leſſen the 
conſumption of Britiſh manufactures in the 
colonies, which muſt be ſeverely felt by the 
manufacturers in Great-Britain. 


Another great diſcouragement to the trade 


of America, is the unlimited power given to 


officers of the cuſtoms.— The act paſſed in 
the 4th year of George the Third ordains, 
That in caſe any information ſhall be com- 


menced and brought to tryal in America, 


on account of the ſeizure of any ſhip or goods 
as forfeited, wherein a verdict ſhall be given 
for the claimer, the defendant, if the judge 
certifies that there was a probable cauſe of 
ſeizure, ſhall not be intitled to any coſts of 
ſuit whatſoever—and further, in cafe an 
action ſhall be brought againſt any officer, 
for ſeizing any ſhip or goods, where no 
information ſhall be commenced, or brought 
to tryal to condemn the ſame, and a verdict 
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ſhall be given againſt the defendant, the 
plainliff, beſides his ſhip or goods ſo ſeized, 
or the value thereof, ſhall not be entitled to 
above two-pence damages, nor to any coft of 
ſuit: But if the plaintiff ſhall be non-ſuited, 
or diſcontinue his action, or if judgment 
ſhall be given, upon any verdict or de- 
murrer, againſt- the plaintiff, the defendant 
ſhall recover triple coſts. By theſe clauſes 
in this act, and the power and extention of 
the courts of YVice- Admiralty, the whole 
trade of America lies at the mercy of the 
officers of the cuſtoms and judge of ſaid 
court, the former being impower'd to feize 
the ſhips or goods of the American mer- 
chants at their pleaſure; and though they 
never proſecute the ſame, or act ever fo 
arbitrarily or unjuſtly, the merchant has no 
remedy, the officer not being ſubje& to any 
damage, or even to coſt of ſuit, while the 
diſtreſſed claimant, tho' ever ſo much in- 
jured, if he ſhould be non-ſuited, or diſ- 
continue his action, muſt pay triple coſts: 
And as the governor, as well as the officers 
of the cuſtoms and judge of the admiralty, 
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are intereſted in thoſe ſeizures, it is natural to 
conclude they will always encourage and 
promote the ſame; and many inſtances may 
be produced, where both veſſel and goods 
have been condemned as forfeited, only for 
a ſmall miſtake or neglect of the maſter, and 
ba induſtrious trader thereby ruined ; which 
ſeverities are not exerciſed towards our fellow- 
ſubjects in on Britain. 


Since the appointment of a board of com- 
miſſioners to reſide in America, the reſtric- 


tions and embarraſſments on the trade have 
been greatly increaſed, by the attendance 
and delay in entering and clearing of veſſels 
at the collector” s office, where ſome maſters 
have been obliged to wait two or three days, 
before they could obtain an entry or permit 


to unload : The many oaths and certificates 


required, before any veſſel can be cleared out, 
have occaſioned. the ſame delay to our out- 
ward-bound veſſels. 


Another difficulty attending the entry of 5 


- velel particularly from the Weſt-Indies, is 
D2 the 
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the maſter's being required to make an exact 
report of their cargoes on their firſt arrival 
(even at any out- ports they may put into by 
contrary winds) and denying them liberty to 
make a poſt- entry. In Great-Britain, the 
maſters are allow d to make reports from day 
to day, as they find any goods omitted; but 
this juſtice is denied the Americans, and the 
board of commiſſioners have publicly adver- 
tiſed, That no allowance, for the future, ſhall 
be made for miſtakes or omiſſions in the firſt 
report, even for adventures belonging to the 
ſeamen. This is an hardſhip, or rather a 
cruelty, as the ſeamen frequently get aboard 
more than the maſters are acquainted with, 
and as the maſters purchaſe their molaſſes on 
ſhore in tierces, and ſhift it into other caſks 
of their own when brought on board the 
veſſel, and are often filling up thoſe caſks, it 
is ſometimes difficult for them exactly to 
aſcertain the number and contents of the 
caſks they have filled ——The fees taken at 
the collector's office, particularly for coaſters, 
and obliging them to enter and clear in the 
ſame manner as veſſels bound on foreign 
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voyages, and to give bonds for every trifling 
article they carry for private families, even 
for a few pounds of tea or ſugar, or a few 
gallons of rum or 'molaſſes purchaſed of re- 
tailers, for which they muſt produce certifi- 
cates, on oath, in what veſſel theſe trifle 
were imported, and by whom the duties were 
paid, which is often impoſſible, are ſuch em- 
barraſſments on this branch of buſineſs, as, if 
continued, it muſt entirely deſtroy it.— For- 
merly the coaſters were not required to, take 
cockets for every trifling article, and the fees, 
both entering and clearing, was only one ſhilling 
ſterling, whereas the expence now is from en 
ſrillings to Axteen ſhillings, which is more ready 
money than they ſometimes receive for their 
whole freight; and as they frequently take in 
only a few atticles, the charge of clearing thoſe 
articles at the cuſtom-houſe is more than the 
freight ——The appointment of an almoſt in- 
credible number of inferior officers, as tideſ- 
men, boatmen, waiters and others, and re- 
quiring the maſter to receive and lodge them 


under deck (without any authority to ſupport 


it) is another cauſe of complaint—Some of 
thoſe 
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thoſe wretches are perſons of ſuch. infamous 
characters, that the merchants cannot poſ- 
fibly think their intereſt ſafe under their care, 
—The liberty theſe, fellows take, of ſearch- 
ing veſſels before they are diſcharged,. and 
ſometimes before the maſter's haye reported 
at the cuſtom · houſe, is not only illegal, but 
impudent, and contrary to the practice in 
Great-Britain, where the officers never ſearch 
the hold of any veſſel till the maſter ſays ſhe 
Is diſcharged, and defires the waiter -to cer- 
tify the ſame to the cuſtom-houſe. Another 
intolerable grievance is the appointment of 
officers of the cuſtoms on board the men of 
war, cutters, and other armed veſſels; ; the 
arbitrary, unlawful and wanton manner in 
which they have exerciſed this authority in 
this province, is unprecedented in any other 
part of the Britiſh dominions. 

Some of theſe officers, by force of arms, 
have enter'd veſſels on the high ſeas, and in 
the harbours, . infolently demanded of the 
maſters their papers, broke open their hatches, 
and ſearch'd the hold with lighted candles; 


even 
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even ſhips from London, with hemp and 
powder on board, have been treated in this 
manner, and both the lives and properties 
of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects thereby great- 
ly endanger d.— Some veſſels coming into 
this harbour, before the maſters could 
reach the cuſtom-honſe to make report, 
have been boarded by armed boats from 
the Romney, commanded by Captain Cor- 
ner: One veſſel, from the Weſt-Indies, 
had her hatches open'd, and twenty hogſ- 
heads of molaſſes hoiſted upon deck, to 
ſearch the hold: Another veſſel, with 
lumber, was carried along-fide the Rom- 
ney, her hold unſtowed, and the boards 
taken on board the king's ſhip, before the 
maſter was permitted to go to the cuſtom- 
houſe to report: A veſſel from Liſbon, 
bound to Marblehead, was boarded on the 
high ſeas by Mr. Panton, lieutenant of the 
Roſe (who was likewiſe an officer of the 
cuſtoms) with a deſign to impreſs the 
ſeamen, who concealed themſelves in the 
hold; upon which Mr. Panton aſſumed 
the cuſtom-houſe officer, and pretended 


that 
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that he was going to ſearch the veſtel for 
uncuſtomed goods, and, under this pre- 
tence, enter'd the hold, and endeavour'd 
to impreſs the ſeamen, who ſtood upon 
their defence, and told the officer, upon 
his peril, not to enter the fore-hold; upon 
which they were fired upon, and one of 
the ſeamen was ſhot thro' his arm, and 
another wounded : This brought on an 
engagement, in which the lieutenant was 
killed, and the veſſel brought out of her 
way, to Boſton, by the man of war, 
Several other veſſels have been ſeized in 
the Bay, at the Vineyard, and other ports, 
(where they have been obliged, by. con- 
trary winds, to make a harbour) ſent into 
ports they were not bound for, and there. 
detain'd at a great expence, on the trifling 
pretence that ſome article (not on cargo, 
but belonging to the mariners) was found 
on board, not ſpecified in the cockets. 


Upwards of twenty ſail of men of war, 
cutters, and other armed veſſels, purchaſed. 
by the board of Commiſſioners, have been 
7 ARCO employed 
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employed this year to cruize on the trade 
of this province, without diſcovering one 


veſſel in an illicit trade, tho“ their expec- 


tations were raiſed in hopes of plunder, 
by the unjuſt and cruel miſrepreſentations 


made by wicked and deſigning men. Some 
of the commanders of the king's ſhips 


purchaſed ſmall veſſels on their own ac- 
counts, and ſent them into the little har- 
bours and coves, where the men of war 
could not cruiſe; and ſome of theſe have 
been diſguiſed as coafters, and every other 
method has been uſed, to detect a ſup- 
poſed contraband trade; even the maſter 
of a little cutter purchaſed a fiſhing boat, 
on his own account, for the ſame purpoſe : 
But being diſappointed of the advantages 


which were expected to be reaped from 


the condemnation of illicit traders, or the 
prizes (as they call'd them) they have been 
induced to take advantage of the miſtakes 
and omiſſions of the maſters of coaſting 
veſſels, ſeveral of whom have been ſeized 
by thoſe guarda coſtas, and two actually 
condemned for ſome trifles found on 
E board, 
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board, without being in the clearance,— 
They have indeed. ſeized twenty-three 
other veſſels, upon ſome trifling pretences, 
all of which have been diſmiſe'd, after 
being detain'd ſome time, at a conſiderable 
expence,—The fiſhery has likewiſe been 
greatly diſtreſſed by the guarda coſtas.— 
Many of our fiſhermen cure their fiſh at 
Canſo, and other places in Nova-Scotia, at 
a great diſtance from any cuſtom-houſe, 
and when the fiſhing ſeaſon is over, they 
take in the fiſh they have cured on ſhore, 
and return home : This has been the 
practice ever fince the fiſhery was carried 
on, till the paſſing of the late acts, and 
the appointment of officers of the cuſtoms 
on board the King's veſſels, ſince which 
many of the fiſhing veſſels have been ſciz'd 
by theſe avaricious officers, and condemn'd 
in the court of admiralty, for taking in 
their dry fiſh without firſt having a permit 
from the cnſtom-houſe, and giving the 
bond required for non-enumerated goods ; 
and the ſkippers of thoſe veſſels are now 
obliged to make two trips to Halifax or 


I Louiſbourg, 


6 


Louiſbourg, firſt to give bond and take a 
permit to load, and when they have taken 
in their fiſh, to procure a clearance to 
ſcreen their veſſels and fiſh from the jaws 
of theſe devouring monſters. 


The Commiſſioners themſelves (tho' by 
act of parliament they are not intituled to 
any ſhare of the forfeitures) appear, by the 
whole tenor of their conduct, to have been 
more intent upon making ſeizures, than 
upon promoting the revenue ; nor have 
they ſhewn the leaſt diſpoſition to ſerve 
the trade, but have taken every method in 
their power to embarraſs it, by their direc- 
tions to the collectors and other officers of 
the cuſtoms , and by their employing 
perſons of the moſt abandoned characters 

| E-2 under 


* On the 27th of October 1768, John Hancock, Eſq; 
Mr. Lewis Gray, Capt. Daniel Malcom, Capt. John 
Matchet, and others, were libell'd for (. gooo ſterling 
each, and held to bail in C. 3000 ſterling each, to ap- 
pear at the court of Vice-Admiralty, on ſuſpicion of their 
aiding and afliſting at the landing a few pipes of wine, 
imported in the ſloop Liberty, from Madeira, more 

| than 
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under them, ſome of whom have acted in 
open violation of the laws; and one in 


particular, 


than were reported at the cuſtom-houſe. The libel 
againſt Mr. Hancock came on the 57th of November, 
when a vaſt number of witneſſes were examined upon 
interrogatories in the tedious method of the civil law, 
and no proof appearing againſt him, the court was ad- 
journ'd to the next week, and a new ſet of witneſles 
were produced and examined in the ſame manner, and 
to as little purpoſe z after which the court was ſeveral 
times adjourn'd, and other witneſſes ſummoned, even 
Mr. Hancock's moſt intimate friends and acquaintance, 
ſo that a great part of the winter was taken up in at- 
tending on the court of admiralty, and examining thoſe 
witneſles; and after every method had been tried, and 
no proof could be procured againſt him, in the ſpring 
1769, on the publication of the new judge of admiralty's 
commiſſion, Mr. Hancock was diſcharg'd from this vex- 
atious and unprecedented libel, 


The libels againſt Mr. Gray, and others, on the 
ſame account, were diſmiſs'd at the ſame time, without 
examining any witneſſes in the caſe. 


About the ſame time Capt. Malcom, Capt. Dor- 
rington, and others, were libell'd for C. 2400 ſterling 
each, and held to bail in (. 8co ſterling, on ſuſpicion of 
their affiſting at the landing a few pipes of wine, ſup- 
pos'd to be imported in the ſchooner Friendſhip, from 
the Weſtern Iſlands; and as no evidences could be 

| produced 
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particular, without the left provocation, 
fired upon the inhabitants, and by force of 


arms reſcued a prifoner, taken by the 
King's writ, from the hand of juſtice. 


The merchants and traders in the nor- 
thern colonies, and more particularly in 
this province, have been greatly abuſed by 
the repreſentations that have been made 
to Great-Britain, of their importing large 
quantities of the manufactures of France, 
Holland, Hambro' and other parts of Eu- 
rope, in a clandeſtine manner, which are 
falſe and malicious: The merchants in this 
province carry on no trade with any part 
of France, except to their iſlands in the 
Weſt-Indies; and no inſtance can be pro- 


duced 


| produced ta ſupport the charge in theſe libels, they 


were all diſmiſſed at the ſame time Mr. Hancock's 


Other inſtances of the ſame kind of proceedings 
might be produc'd, but theſe will be ſufficient to ſhew 
in what a cruel and vexatious manner the inhabitants 


of this province are treated by the Board of Commiſ- 
ſipners. 
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duced of any quantity of manufactures 
being brought from thence. The goods 
imported from Holland and Hambro' are 
all enter d in England, and the duties, to 

a conſiderable amount, annually are paid 
| there. —When the duty upon molaſſes was 
fixpence ſterling a gallon, as there was no 
appropriation made of that duty, it was 
well known in England the officers of the 
cuſtoms connived at the importation, and 
their condu was not diſapproved: How 
far this will juſtify ſuch repreſentations, is 
ſubmitted to the impartial public—but 
fince the duty on molaſſes has been reduced, 


the whole, tho' grievous, has been — 
larly paid. 


The merchants do not deſire liberty to 
import any kind of goods that are preju- 
dicial to the manufactures of Great - Britain, 
nor have they ever yet complain d of their 
trade being confin'd to Great-Britain for 
ſuch goods as are manufactured there, fo 
long as they might be imported duty 
free. 


What 


(31) 

What the Coloniſts have a right to ex- 
pect and hope for, is a repeal of all the 
acts impoſing duties on any kind of goods: 
imported into the Britiſh colonies for the 
purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in America, 
as being inconſiſtent with their rights as 
free ſubjets—the removal of every unne- 
ceſſary burden upon trade, and that it be 
reſtor'd to the ſame footing it was 
before the act of the 6th of George the 


Second, commonly call'd the — 
particularly, 


That molaſſes, ſo neceſſary to promote 


every branch of trade, and likewiſe ſugars, 
be admitted free of duty. 


That the importation of wines from 
Madeira and the Azores may be permitted, 


agreeable to the act of the 1 5th of Charles 
the Second. 


And as * bee importation of fruit, 
wine and oil, direct from Spain and Por- 
tugal, would be a great encouragement of 
the fiſhery, and will no ways interfere with 


the 
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the manufactures of Great-Britairi, and 
the obliging all veſſels with thoſe articles 
on board to call at ſome port in Great- 
Britain, being attended with . great ex- 
pence and delay ; and as the acid of le- 
mons and oranges is become almoſt ne- 
ceflary for the health and comfort of 
the inhabitants of North-America, and 
theſe fruits not being able to endure re- 
peated tranſportation, it is hoped the di- 
rect importation of wine, oil, and fruit of 
all kinds, may alſo be permitted, 


The taking off the duties on tea, paper, 
glaſs and colours, will not relieve the 
trade of the burdens it labours under—But 
ſhould all the revenue acts be repealed, and 
the trade relieved from all unneceſſary re- 
ſtrictions, and reſtor'd to the footing it was 
upon before the act of the 6th of George 
the Second, and the indulgencies now men- 
tioned be granted, it would have a happy 
tendency to unite Great-Britain and her 
colonies on a laſting foundation—all clan- 
deſtine trade would then ceaſe—the great 

expence 
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expencte of men of war, cutters, of the 
commiſſioners, and other cuſtom-houſe of- 
ficers lately appointed to ſecure the revenue, 
might be ſaved—The trade, navigation and 
fiſhery would not only be revived, but 
greatly extended ; and, in that caſe, the 
growth of theſe colonies would be very 
rapid, and conſequently the demand for 
Britiſh manufactures  proportionably in- 
creaſed, | 


The foregoing obſervations relate wholly 
to the revenue acts, and the conduct of the 
cuſtom-houſe officers; but we cannot con- 
clude without mentioning the great ex- 
pence and needleſs trouble accruing to the 
trade by means of the Naval Office, 


Since the eſtabliſhment of cuſtom-houſes, 
and the appointment of cuſtom-houſe offi- 


cers, this office is altogether unneceſſary, 
and anſwers no valuable purpoſe. 


Upon this head it is proper to obſerve, 
that ſoon after the ſettlement of theſe colo- 
F nies, 


6240 

nies, the parliament thought it heceſſary to 
take ſome meaſures for the . regulation '6f 
the plantation trade. The act of the #2th 
of Charles the Second, for encouraging and 
increaſing ſhipping and navigation, ordains 
what, qualifications ſhall be neceſſary for 
veſiels trading to the colonies, and enjoins 
the Governor, or perſons by him appointed, 
to inſpect and take care that the ſame be 
obſerved, and to take bonds for all veſſels 
lading any of the commodities i in ſaid act 
enumerated. 


Three years after, by the act of the 1 5th 
of the fame reign, further regulations and 
reſtrictions were made, and every perſon or 
perſons importing goods into the colonies 
obliged to deliver to the Governor of ſuch 
colony, or to ſuch perſon or officer as ſhall be 
KA bim thereunto authorized or appointed, a 
true inventory of all ſuch goods, &c. At 
this time, and until ten years after, no du- 
ties were laid, by act of parliament, u | 
any commodities in the plantations, and of 
conſequence no cuſtom-houſes had been 

3 erected, 
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houſe officers appointed or thought of in 
the colonies, but the whole care and in- 
ſpection of trade remained with tbe Gover- 
nor, or the perſon he appointed Naval-Officer. 
— Afterwards, by the act of the 2 fth of 
the ſame reign, chap. 7. ſect. 3. duties 
being laid on ſugars and ſundry other ar- 
ticles, to be paid in the plantations, when 
carried from one plantation to another, the 
ſeveral duties ſo impoſed were to be levied 
and paid to ſuch collector or other officer, 
in faid plantations, as ſhould thereafter be 
appointed by the commiffioners of the cuſ- 
toms in England; who did accordingly 
appoint collectors, and ſuch other officers 
as occaſion required, for that purpoſe, who 
ever fince their appointment, it is well 
known, have had the chief care and in- 
fpedtion of e ee, VEE 


Frem this account of aw matter, it 
appears that, as formerly there were no 
cuſtom-houſes or cuſtom-hauſe officers in 
America, the government thought proper 
to devolve the care and inſpection of the 
trade 
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trade upon the Governor of each colony, or 
| fuch perſons as they ſhould appoint under them 
for that purpoſe, who have been called Naval 
Officers; that, upon the eſtabliſhment of 
cuſtom-houſes and cuſtom-houſe officers, 
the eſtabliſhment of a naval-office, or the 
appointment of naval-officers, was rendered 
altogether needleſs. The original deſign of 
government, in the eſtabliſhment or ap- 
i pointment of either, was, that the trade 
6 might be duly taken care of and inſpected, 
that frauds might be prevented, and that 
abuſes in trade might be regulated: All 
theſe purpoſes may be, and are, effectually 
anſwered by the appointment of collectors 
and other officers of the cuſtoms; therefore 
the naval- office is altogether uſeleſs. As it 
is a grievous burthen, and tends greatly to 
retard buſineſs, and is a needleſs expence, 
without any benefit to the government, or 
anſwering any one valuable purpoſe, we 
have juſt grounds of complaint, and cannot 
but hope this office will be diſpenſed with. 


| Upon the whole, the trade of America is 
really the trade of Great-Britain herſelf ; the 


profits 
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profits thereof center there : It is one grand 
ſource from whence money ſo plentifully 
flows into the hands of the ſeveral manufac- 
turers, and from thence into the coffers of 
landholders throughout the whole kingdom : 
It is, in ſhort, the ſtrongeſt chain of con- 
nection between Britain and the colonies, 
and the principal means whereby thoſe 
ſources of wealth and power have been, and 
are, ſo uſeſul and advantageous to her. 
The embarruſſments, difficulties, and in- 
ſupportable burdens under which his trade 
has laboured; have already made us pru- 
dent, frugal and induſtrious, and ſuch a 
ſpirit in the Coloniſts muſt ſoon, very ſoon, 
enable them to ſubſiſt without the manufac- 
tures of Great-Britain, the trade of which, 
as well as its naval power, has been greatly 
promoted and ſtrengthened by the luxury of 
the colonies; conſequently any meaſures 
that have a tendency to injure, obſtruct and 
diminiſh the American trade and navigation, 
muſt have the ſame effect upon that of 
Great-Britain, and, in all probality, PROVE 
HER RUIN, 
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Buckhorſe ;. and above one hundred others, on a great Variety of impottant%ul 
jets. In 2 vols. SVO. 188 bound. | ü CO RR 
The Merit and Importance which the News. papers have of late Years acquin 
from the liberal Communications of Gentlemen of the firſt Rank, both in Politic 
and Literature. have excited an univerſat Regret, at ſeeing the valuable Prout 
tions of fech Writers doomed indiſcriminately to Oblivion with the fugitive Piece 
of the Day. It was the. Want of a proper Publication, wherein to: diſtinguiſh the 
Writings of ſuch: Authors, that ſuggeſted the Idea of this Collection, the . 
of which is to preſerve and tranſmit to Poſterity, ſuch ſenſible and well. written Pa 
pers as appeared during the Years 1760. 1761, 1762, 1763, 1764, 1765, 1966 
and 1-67, on both Sides of every Qgeſtion which aroſe from the Circumſtances of 
the Times, the Neceflities of the State, or the Humours of the Age. 
®12 A new Baronetage of England; or, a genealogical and hiſtorical Account 
of the preterit Engliſh Baronets. with all their Arms engraved and blazoned, Te 
which is added, a complete Liſt of all the Perſons advanced to this Dignity, from 
the Inſtitution of it to the preſent Fime ; with the Dates of their reſpeCtive Pa- 
tents. In 3 vols. Price 195 6d bound. þ | 
*13 An Extirct Peerage of England; containing an Account of all thoſe noble 
Families whoſe Titles are extinct ; from the earlieſt Accounts to the preſent Time, 
In : vol. Price-35 6d bound. ; | 
*14 The Pocket Herald zor a complete View of the prefent Peerage of the Th 
Kingdoms; giving an accurate Account of their Births, Marriages, and Iſſue; 
their {everz] Employments, 't itles, Creations and Refidences ; including all the late 
Aiterations and Additions, to the preſent Time. Adorned with the Arms, Sups 
porters, Creſts, and Mottos, of all the Peers, (together with all the Bifhops and 
Peereſſes) of England, Scotland, and Ireland, engraved and blazoned. In 'two 
neat Pocket vols. Price 7s bound. a | 


Be care'ul to afk for the the Pocket Herald; it being not only the cheapel 
bar the moſt correct Book of the Kind. 2 a 15 
„%% The bove three Books being printed in an uniform Size and Manner, the 
whole fix vols. may be had, neatly bound, Price one Guinea. 3 
15 The New Foundling Hofpital for Wit. Confiſting of a great Variety of fa. 
tiric:1l and humorous Pieces. By ſeveral eminent Perſons. Part the Firſt, Em- 
belliſhed with a curious Frontiſpiece, 2s 6d | | 
16 The Second Part of the fame Work, by the ſame Hands, Likewiſe em- 
belliſhed with a curious Frontiſpiece, 2s 64 | 
17 Fhe Third Part of the fame Work, containing ſeveral curious and entertan- 
ing original Pieces, by Mr. W. and other Gentlemen, With a fine Frontiſpiece, 
2s 60d — Eich Part may be had ſeparate, or the Whole neatly bound in 3 vols. 95 
13 A Companion for a Leifure Hour. Being a Collection of fugitive” Pieces in 
Proje and Verſe, in no other Collection; printed in the ſame Size and Manner as 
the New Foundling Hoſpital for Wit, and embelliſhed with a fine Frontil- 
piece, 25 6d | | 
19 Private Letters from an American in England to his Friends in America, 25 6d. 
20 Memoir: of Corſica. Containing the natural and politica! Hiſtory of that 
imp -rtant iſland ; the principal Events, Revolutions, &. from the remoteſt Period 
to the preſent Time. An Account of its Products, adyantageous Situation, and 
Strength. by Szz and Land. Together with a Variety of interefting Particulars, 


Wiich liave been hitherto unknown. By Frederic, Son of Theodore, late King of 


Corlc:, Illaſtrated with an accurate Map of Corſica, 3s ſewed. 
21 The original French of the above Work, zs ſewed. 
22 Makarony Fables; with the Fable of the Bees, 2s 6d 
23 Lyric Conſolations, with a fine Frontiſpiece. By the ſame Author, 33 
24 The firft Part of the If iſtory of England. Containing the Introduction. by 
Jon: Wilkes, Eſq; 25 (d ROD 
25 Tutee intereſting Tracts, By John Wilkes, Eſq; viz. Obſervations 5 the 
; * : 1288 g : 1 pan [ 
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l Letter to the Electors of Ayleſhury. A Letter to the Duke of 
rafton, 28 © | | | 
26 Every Man his own Brewer; or, a Compendium of the Engliſh Brewery. 
Containing the beſt Inſtructions for the Choice of Hops, Malt, and Water, and 
for the right Management of the Brewing Utenſils. Likewiſe the moſt approved 
coli Methods of brewing London Porter and Ale. Of brewing Amber, Burton, Weſ⸗ 
em and Oat Ales, Of good Table Beer, and Mailborough, Dorcheſter, Not- 
ning ham and Briſtol Beers, and of manufacturing pure Malt Wines. Of Fermen- 
baden; caſual Diſtemperature in 1 with the Cauſe and Remedy. The 
56 reo of Britiſh Fruits, as applied to the Improvement of Malt Liquors. Of 
oe Thermometer, its uſe and Application in Brewery. Of Fire, and its Action 
n Malt and vinous Extract, Together with a Variety of Maxims and Obſerva- 
tons deduced from Theory and Practice. And ſome uſeful Hints to the Diſtillery, 
fr extr:ing a fine Spirit from Malt, and other Ingredients. The whole i!luſtra- 
rd by {veral Experiments. By a Gentleman lately retired from the Brewing Bu- 


b ines, 35 bound. | 
27 Collection of the Lords Proteſts, from the firſt upon Record, in the Reign 

beef Hcury III. to the preſent Time, 2 vols. £vo. 128 bound. 

ne though. it is preſumed that no Addreſs to the Public will be neceſſary to re- 


commend this Work, becauſe it ſufficiently ſpeaks for itſelf, yet it may be requi- 
ftz, for the Reader's Satisfaction, to ſhew in what Reſpects it differs from thoſe 
vhich have gone before it. The firſt Collection of Proteſts was publiſhed in 
1735; the ſecond in 1743, and the third in 1747 3, all of them beginning with 
he Year 1641, and ending with the Dates of their reſpective Publications, The 
Colleftion which is here offered to the Public, aſcends to the firſt upon Record in 
de Year 1242, and is continued to the End of June 1767, thereby including ſe- 
mal not made public before. Thoſe of the laſt twenty years will, in all probabi- 
ly, be eſteemed the moſt intereſting, as the Subjects which gave occaſion to them 
re allowed to be of the utmoſt Importance, This Work. is accompanied with an 
«cvrate and copious Index, which the other Collections want. And to the Whole 


Power of England: Wherein the Origin of both Houſes of Parliament, their an- 
tent Conſtitution, and the Changes that happened in the Perſons that compoſed 
them, with the Occafion thereof, are hed in chronological Order ;, and many 
tungs concerning the Engliſh Government, the Aniiquity of the Laws of England, 
and the Feudal Law, are occafionally illuſtrated and explained. 

28 The Royal French and Engliſh Dictionary, by A. Eoyer, 4to. 18s 

29 An Abridgment of the ſame, 8vo. 75 

30 Mr. Hoyle's Games of Whiſt, Quadriile, Piquet, Cheſs, and Back-Gam- 
mon complete, 3s 


onamented with fine Cuts from Hayman's Deſigns, 4 vob. 128 

32 Jolnſon's Engliſh Dictionary, 2 vols. 8vu. 105 

33 The Art of Cookery made plain and eaſy. By Mrs. Glaſſe, 5s 

34 The Political Regiſter, 2 vols. 165 half bound and lettered, This Work 
10d conſilts of original Hſſays and intereſting Papers, many of them written and com- 
aud i municated by Perſons of Eminence, and is embelliſhed with ſeveral ſatirical Prints, 
5, 35 A new Edition of Collins's Engliſt Peerage, continued to the preſent time, 
; of gand enriched with many valuable Additions, . 7 vols. 8vo. 21 125 6d bound. 

36 The Peerage of Scotland; a genealogical and hiſtorical Account of all the 
ters of that antient Kingdom; the Deſcents, collateral Branches, Births, Mar- 
1205, and Iſſue. Together with a like Account of all the attainted Peers; and a 
compleat alphabetical Liſt of all thoſe Nobles of Scotland whoſe Titles are cxtinet; 
ds BM ich was never before printed, Colle&ed from Parliament Rolls, Family Do- 
caments, and perſoual Information of many noble Pects, With the paternal Coat 


b lubjoined, the ſcarce and valuable Tract of St. Amand, on the Leociflative 


31 Hiſtory and Adventures of Don Quixote. Tranſlated by Dr. Smollett, ard - 


of 


| 
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of Arms, Creſts, Supporters, and Mottos, moſt beautifully and accurately. en- 
graved, 1 vol. 8vo. 65 bound, Ryans 

37 The Peerage of the Kingdom of Ireland, upon the ſame Plan with that 
Scotland, and the Arms executed in the the ſame maſterly Manner, 2 vols 800. 
125 bound. | 

+ The Authors profeſs to have given in theſe three Volumes, the clear 
Ph. ge Fae and the beſt digeſted Account of the noble Families of Sola 
and Ireland, hitherto publiſhed ; and, by omitting unneceſſary Digreſſions, and 
oſlentatious Quotations from Hiſtories and biographical Memoirs, which only ſerve 
to increaſe the Price, have exhibited their Genealogies clear and explicit, fo thy 
every collateral Branch is ſeen with great Facility and Exactneſs, Noo few even 6 
the Gentry of Scotland and Ireland, who have intermarried with the Nobility of 
thoſe Kivgdoms, but may here diſcover by what Degree of Conſanguinity they ar 
allied, 

38 Debates in the Houſe of Commons of Ireland, during the Years 1763 an 
1764, taken by a military Officer, To which is added, An Enquiry how far the 
Reſtrictions laid upon the Trade of Ireland, by Britiſh Ads of Parliament, are 
Benefit to the Britiſh Dominions in general, and to the Engliſh in particular, ſo 
whoſe ſeparate Advantage they were intended, Dedicated, by Permiſſion, to the 
Earl of Chatham. 

+ 4 + As Ireland is become of late Years much more an Object of public At 
tention than formerly, the Parliamentary Debates in that Kingdom muſt become 
proportionably more intereſting and important. In the Debates of the above Pe 
riod, are many Particulars which diſtmguiſn them from thoſe of all preceding 
Years ; and many Queſtions are diſcuſſed, which muſt be the Subject of Debate i 
a!l times to come. Among thoſe now offered to the Public are the following 
On the Peace, On Penſions, in which both the Legality and Policy of tho 
Grants are fully confidered On inland Navigation, The Limitation of Palla 
ments. The Place-Bill. The State of the Nation. Libels, and the North Br 
ton. Jobs ard their Tendency. Power of Grand juries. Faction. A Tax ot 
Dogs. Privilege of Parliament. Falſe Patriotiſm miſtaken for Liberty. Licen 
tiouineſs. Recovery of Tythes. Power of Magiſtrates ; and on a great Variety 
of other Subjects equally curious and important. It may not be improper to men 
tion, that theſe are the firſt Speeches of the Iriſh Parliament which have ever dee 
publiſhed. The Enquiry became neceffary by the frequent Mention of the Reſiric 
tions on Trade in the Debates : it is not however confined to the Trade of Ireland 
as it news the Riſe of Trade in general, what is its Uſe when it attains Perſection 
and when it degenerates into Exceſs. 2 vo!s 8vo. 125 bound. 

29 Debates and Proceedings of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, during the third 
fourth, and fifth Seſſions of the third Parliament of his late Majeſty, held in t 
Yeats 1743, 1744, 1745, and 1746, 2 vols 8vo. 108 6d boards, and 12s bound. 

40 The Speeches, Arguments, ard Determinations of the Right Honoured 
the Lords of Council and Seſſion in Scotland, upon that important Cauſe, where 
bis Grace the Duke of Hamilton and others were Plaintiffs, and Archibald Doug 
las, of Douglas, Eſq; Defendant ; together with an introductory Preface, givin 
an impartial and diſtin Account of this famous Suit, By a Barriſter at Law, 5 
bound, 45 ſewed. | | 5 

41 The complete Grazier; or Gentleman and Farmer's Directory; containin 
the beſt Inſtructions for buying, breeding, and feeding of Cattle, Sheep, and Hog 
and for ſuckling Lambs. A Deſcription of the particular Svmptoms common 
attending the various Diſtempers to which Cattle, Sheep and Hogs are ſubjed 
with the moſt approved Remedies. Directions for making the beſt Butter, {eve 
Sorts of Cheeſe and Rennet ; different Methods of flocking a Graſs Farm, Wi 
the particular Expence and Profits of each; how to prepare the Land, and ſeve 
Soris of G aſfs-{rcd to advantage: Directions for raiſing proper Fodder for Can 
and Shecp; particular Iuſtructions for ordering, breeding and feeding Forh 

uw 


Turkeys, Pigeons, Geeſe, Ducks, Buſtare:, Pea-Fowls, Pheaſants, Partridges, and 
tame Rabbits; alſo Directions for making Fiſh-ponds, or Canals, and for ſtoring- 
them, and ordering Fiſh in the beſt Manner; with ſeveral other uſeful and curious 


Particulars, 3s bound. | 
42 The Royal Kalender for England, Scotland, and Ireland, for the Year 17703 


containing accurate Liſts of the complete Eſtabliſhments of Great-Britain and Ire- 


land, the four Houſes of Parliament, all the Officers of State, Revenue, Law, 
Kc. in the three Kingdoms, Army, Navy, &c. all with the laſt Corrections. 
25 bound, and 2s qd with an Almanack. 

43 A new Edition, carefully corrected throughout, of the Military Regiſter ; 
or new and complete Liſts of all bis Mijeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for the 
Year 1770. With accurate and uſeful Tables of their full Pay, Allowances and 
Deductions. Alſo Tables of the Arrears, calculated to ſhew, in the moſt eaſy and 
expeditious Manner, the Amount of Arrears for Officers of all Ranks in the Dra- 
goons ard Foot, for any Number of Days. Theſe Tables will be found to be par- 
ticularly uſeful to every Officer, who will thereby be enabled to form an exact 
Knowledge of the Accounts between him and his Agent. This Work contains an 
alpkabetical Liſt of the Officers Names, with References to their reſpective Com- 
miſhons. A Lift of the military Garriſons, with the Officers, and an alphabetical 
Liſt of all the Officers on Half. pay. Printed and publiſhed by Permiſſion of his 
Majeſty, 2s 6d bound, and 25 ſewed. | 


44 The Hiſtory of the Minority, during the Years 1762, 1763, 1764, and 


1765. Exhibiting the Conduct, Principles and Views of that Part. A new Edition, 
being the fourth, with ſeveral Additions, 5s bound, or 4s ſewed. F 

„ The very extraordinary, and almoſt fingular Succeſs which this Book has 
met with, is the ſtrongeſt and belt Teſtimony of its Merit. It bas moreover been 
tranſlated in Holland, France, and other foreign Nations, in which, as well as in 
England, it is much read. 2 

45 Mr. Philipps's Hiſtory of the Life of Cardinal Pole. A new Edition, 2 vols 
dvo. los bound. | 

46 Hiſtorical Memoirs of his late Royal Highneſs William Duke of Cumber- 
land, inſcribed to the Earl of Albermarmarle, 1 vol. 8/0 6s bound. 

47 Traveller's Pocket-Book : or Ogilby and Morgan's Book of the Roads im- 
proved; with many additional croſs Roads, 1s Ed buund. 

48 The Trade and Navigation of Great, Britain conſidered, by Joſhua Gee. To 


which are now added, ſeveral intereſting Notes, and an Appendix concerning the 


Trade with Portugal. 'The Whole carefully reviſed by a Merchant, 3s bound. 
49 The London Merchant, a Tale, tranſlated f-om the French of Madame 
omez, 18 | | | 

50 Remarks on the Hiſtory of the Iſland of Barbadoes, 1s 6d 
51 The Foreigner's Guide, in French and\Engliſh ; being a very proper Com- 
panion for every Stranger on his coming to London; containing a Deſcription of 


bound. | 

52 The Huble Miſtake, a Comedy, as it is aQted at the Theatre Royal in Co- 
vent-Garden, 1s 6d 

53 The Dramatic Time-Piece. Being an exact Calculation of the Length of 
the Time each Act (in all the acting Plays) takes in performing at the Theatres- 
Royal in Drury-Lane, Covent-Garden, and the Hay-Market. By J. Brownſ(mith 
Prompter, 18 


every Thing in that City, and its Neighbourhood, worthy his Obſervation, 2s. Gd 


A Lift of Pamphiets lately publiſhed in England and America, on the Sulject of taxing, 
the Britiſh Colonies, and regulating their Trade. | 


in 4 vols 8vo. 11 4s 
| ? 55 The 


54 * The moſt material of theſe Pamphlets may be had half bound and lettered | 
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$5 The Controverſy between Great - Blitain and her | 
veral Pleas of the Colonies in ſupport: of their Rights to all the Liberties and Pei. 
vileges of Britiſh Subjects, and to Exemption from the legiſlative Authority f 
Parliament, ſtated and conſidered ; and the Nature of their connexion with, and 
dependance on Great-Britain, ſhewn from the Evidohee" af hiſtorical Facts and au. 
thentic Records, 4s M x 00 ba ht 421145595 e 

56 A Defence of the Colony Charters, by Jer. Drummer, 18 6d 

57 The Right of the Colonies aſſerted, by Mr Otis. of Boſton, 2s 

58 Conſiderations on the Propriety of taxing the Colonies, by Mr, Delany, of 
Maryland, 15 Gd | . | 

59 An Enquiry into the Righrs of the Britiſh-Colonies, by Richard Bland, Eſq; 
of Virginia, 6d N 4 | „ 

60 A Vindication of the Britiſh Colonies, by James Otis, Eſq; of Boſton, 18 

61 The True Sentiments of America; contained in a Collection of Letters ſent 
from the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay, to ſeveral 
Perſons of high Rank this Kingdom; together with certain Papers relating to a 
ſuppoſed Libel on the Governor of that Province; and a Diſſertation on the Ca- 
non and the Feudal Law, 2s 6d 5 

62 Letters from a Farmer in Pennſylvania, to the Inhabitants of the Britiſh Co- 
lonies, by John Dickenſon, Eſq; of Philadelphia, 2s | 
63 The Conduct of the late Adminiſtration examined, relative to the late Ame- 


rican Stamp-AR ; containing a great Number of original Papers, extremely inte- 


reſting to the Public; particularly the Letters of Mr Conway to the Governors in 
America; the Anſwers ; Repreſentations of the Board of Trade to the King, &c. 
&c. A new Edition, 3s LF 

64 The Regulations reſpecting the Colonies .confidered, by Mr Dickenſon, of 
Philadeiphia, 1s 6d 

65 An Account of a Conference on the Subject of Repreſentation, 1s 

66 Late Occurrences in America, and Policy of Great-Britain confidered, 18 

67 The Grievances of the American Colonies examined, 1s 

68 Rights of Parliament vindicated, 1s IEP Rf 

69 An Application of certain political Rules to the preſent State of Great-Bri- 
tain, Ireland and America, is 6d | 

70 A ſhort Hiſtory of the Conduct of the Miniſtry, with regard to the American 
Stamp-Act, 6d | | | 

71 Two Proteſts againſt the Repeal of the American Stamp Act; with Liſts of 
the Minority in both Houſes, 1s | 
72 Conficerations on behalf of the Colonies, 1s 

73 Jultice and Neceſſity of taxing the Colonies, is 

74 The Privileges of the Iſland of Jamaica vindicated. With an impartial Nar- 
rative of the Diſpute between the Houte of the Repreſentatives and a late Gover- 
nor of that Iſland, 2s 6d 

75 Two Papers on the Subject of taxing the Colonies. Written in 1739, by 
Sir W. Keith, Mr Joſhua Gee, &c. Price 64 

75 The Examination of Dr. Franklin, on the Subject of repealing the American 


Stamp-AR, &c. is 


77 Authentic Account of the Proceedings of the Congreſs held at New York, 1s 
POLITICAL PAMPHLETS, &c. 
78 * The moſt material of theſe Tracts may be had balf bound and lettered, 


in 5 vols 8 vo. il 1s Publiſhed in the Year 1769. 
79 The Muſgrave Controverſy ; being a Collection of curious and intereſtin 


, 


Papers, on the Subject of the late Peace, is 


80 The preſent State of the Nation, particularly with reſpect to its trade, finan- 
ces, &c. a new Edition, 28 * | hs 
81 Au 


444 


En 
by * * 
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Colonies reviewed 14 % by 
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+ 81 An Appendix to the fame, m 
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92 Conſiderations on the Dependencies of Gteat- Britain, with Obſervations on 
the State of the Nation, 28 | x T6, : f 
83 An Ode to Mr Grenville on the:preſent Period of Time, 6d 
84 The Freeholders Catechiſm, 6d e | 
8; Conſiderations on the Times, 1s | | 
86 A Sermon by the Rev. John Horne, Miniſter of New Brentford, 1s. 
87 A Deſcription of a Parliament in no Inſtance ſimilar to the preſent, is 


- 


Publiſhed in the Year 1568. 


ny 8 
28 A Letter to the Duke of Grafton, on the Situation of public Affairs, 13 TE 


80 A Letter to the Man who thinks himſelf Miniſter, 1s 

go A Caveat on the part of public Credit, rs * | 

91 Reflections on the Caſe of Mr Wilkes, and on the Right of the People to 
chuſe their own Reprofentatives, 18 87 

92 The Caſe of his Grace the Duke of Portland, reſpecting two Leaſes la 
granted by the Lords of the Treaſury to Sir James Lowther, Bart, with Obſerva- 
tions on the Motion for a Remedial Bill, for quieting the Poſſeſſions of the Subject; 
and an Appendix, conſiſting of authentic Documents, 1s 

93 Obfervations on the Power of Alienation in the Crown before the firſt of 
Queen Anne, ſupported by Precedents, and the Opinion of many learned Judges : 
together with ſome Remarks on the Conduct of Adminiſtration reſpecting the Caſe 
of the Duke of Portland, 18 | F, | ; 

94 A Speech againſt the ſuſpending and diſpenſing Prerogative. The ſixth Edi- 
tion corrected, 1s 6d | 

05 A Lift of all the Changes made in the Adminiſtration of Government ſince 
his preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion, is | | 

96 Dr. Williamſon's Narrative of the extraordinary Caſe of à late Commoner, 6d 

97 Letter to the Earl of Bute upon his Union with the Earl of Chatham, 6d 

98 A Letter to a Miniſter on the Subject of the Eaſt- India Dividend, 6d 

99 Proteſt again the Bill for reſcinding the Eaft-India Dividend, 6. E 

100 Eaſt- India Obſerver Extraordinary, by J. Z. Holwell, Eſq; 2d half penny. 

101 A Letter from Mr Wilkes to the Duke of Grafron, 8th Edition, 1s 

102 An Ode to the Earl of Ch m, d : | 

103 The Honeſt Elector's Propofal for rendering the Votes of all Britiſh Conſti- 
tuens free and independent, 1s 


In 1766. | | 

104 A free Appeal to the People on the Conduct of the preſent Adminiſtration, 18 

105 Conſiderations on the Dearneſs of Corn and Proviſions, 15 6d 

106 Obſervations on the Farmer's three Letters, 6d 

107 Political Speculations on the high Price of Labour and Dearneſs of Provi- 
fons. In two Parts, 2s. Either Part may be had ſeparate, is 2 

108 Enquiry into the Conduct of a late Right Hon Commoner, 5th Edit. is 6d 

109 An Examination of the Principles and Diſintereſtedueſs of the ſame Gentle- 
man, 1s | | 

110 The E—1 of Ch m's Apology ; a Poem, 1s 

111 Short Conſiderations upon ſome extraordinary Grants, 6d 

112 A true Hiſtory of a late ſhort Adminittration, 6d 

113 A new Edition of the Letter upon Libels, Warrants, 'Ce;zure of Papers, 
&, with the Poſtſcript and an Appendix, 28 6d | 

114 The Security of Engliſhmens Lives; or the Duty, Truſt and Power of the 
juries of England, by Lord Somers, 15. 6d. | 

115 An Addreſs to the People, ſhewing the Advantages ariſing from the ſre- 
quent Charge of Miniſters, 15 6d 


* = 1164 


by 


* * 4 
a a «3 r 
. | 


116 A Parallel between the four laſt Years of Queen Anne; and the ſou 
George III. is e 8 . 
117 The Scourge, a Poem, 1s 6d | hy 
118 The Precipice, a Satirical Print, 18 
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In 1765. 1 8 
119 The Principles of the Changes in Sake, impartially examined, and the 
Reaſons of ſome Great Men for reſuſing, and others accepting the Offers of the 
Court at that time, explained. 4th Edition, 1s 64 5 * 
120 The State of the Nation, with regard to its Income, Expenditure, and un- 
funded Debt, gth Edition, 1? 5 
121 Thoughts on the Diſmiſſion of Officers for their Conduct in Parliament, 18 
122 A Letter from Candor to the Public Advertiſer, on the Subjects of General 
Warrants, and ſome Proceedings in the Courts of Juſtice, is 
123 A Collection of remarkable Paſſages from the Briton, North-Briton, and 
Auditor, 1s "> - Iu = - 
a” In 1764. p 
124 A Letter from Albermarle-ſtreet, to the Cocoa- tree, 28 
125 The Budget, eleventh Edition, is © "282. 38 
126 Account of the late Mr Legge; with the Letters which paſſed between him 
and Mr Martin, relative to the Hampſhire Election, and his Diſmiſſion, 1s 
127 The Conteſt, a Poem, 1s I a 
128 A Defence of the Minority in the Houſe of Commons, on the Queſtion 
relating to general Warrants, 1s 8 ; 3” 
129 Reply to the Defence of the Majority, on the ſame Queſtion, 1s 
130 The Right of Appeal to Juries in Cauſes of Exciſe, aſſerted, 1s 
131 Counter Addreſs to the Public on the Diſmifſion of General Conway, 1s 
132 The remarkable Trials of J. P. Zenger of New-York, and W. Owen, of 
London, for the Publication of Libels, 15 IF 
133 Fragments and Anecdotes, 11s * 
134 An Appendix to the Review of Mr Pitt's Adminiſtration, 1s 
135 A Letter to the Right Honourable George Grenville, 15 64 5 
135 A Sentimental Dialogue, 1s - | 
137 Medical Advice to the Conſamptive People of F ngland, by P. Stern, 18 
138 There are a few Copies left of the 4th vol. of the imall Edition of the Collec- 
tion of Letters from the Public Papers (during the Years 1762, 1763, 1764, and part 
of 1765) a ducdecimo volume, which the Purchaſers of the other 3 vols in that Size, 
may have to compleat their Sets, 25 6d bound f 
J. Arx uo has always a choice Collection of the moſt valuable modern Books, 
large and ſmall Editions, many of which are in elegant Buildings, Likewi'e all 
new Publications as ſoon as they appear; and a Collection of the moſt eſteemed 
Plays, The beſt of all Kinds of Stationary, ſuch as the thick Dutch Poſt Paper, 
lt and plain; beſt Du ch Wax, good Pens, beſt Ink, &c. &c. Noblemen and 
ae" nd 6 may always have any Quantity on the ſhorteſt Notice ; and any Book 


hat happens not to be in the Shop, Will, it in print, always be got, when delired, 


